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WPA Dolls, Works Progress Administration 
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In 1929, the stock market had crashed and was by many accounts considered to be one of the worst events in American history. As America sank into the throes of the Depression, the Federal government, under the supervision of President Franklin D. Roosevelt responded with programs that might offer opportunities for Americans to find employment. [image: ]

In 1935, the Works Progress Administration (WPA) was one program.  The WPA would allow opportunities for hundreds of men and women from all walks of life, most of which were uneducated and unskilled for the project’s work.  “Enriching Our Future Through Our Past”
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One area of training would allow the workers to provide useful, educational supplement materials. The creation of the ethnic dolls was an artistically influenced project that was created and considered in high demand.  The ethnic dolls were created to educate children on the different cultures around the world. There were other variations of the supplemental tools designed as well, such as the nursery rhyme dolls. The nursery rhyme dolls were created to help children associate characters with the nursery rhyme. The heritage dolls currently on display at the Brown County Memorial Auditorium Museum are a pristine example of the ethnic dolls. 
Throughout WPA's history, more than 50,000 Kansas would obtain gainful employment experience. The program offered social and educational skills; some of these skills included areas such as literacy, housekeeping, parenting, vocational skills, and citizenship. In 1943, WPA was no longer needed, and the program would terminate. 
Have you stopped by the Plamann History Center recently? Well, you might want to consider such a trip! Presently on display as a traveling exhibit for 2019-2020 are the Horton Library WPA dolls. These little gems exhibited in individual cases for each heritage doll.  Various benefactors have adopted the Horton WPA dolls. Recently, six of the Horton Library WPA Heritage Dolls will display at the Plamann History Center through the end of the season. #Find the dolls.  
Do you have an interest in history or a desire to volunteer? Stop by for a visit we would love to see you and share some of the history mysteries? Find the WPA ethnic dolls on display at the Brown County Historical Society Memorial Auditorium Museum. 
_____________________
Editor’s note
Please note the following sections: annals through personal valuation are written verbatim and appear historically as it appeared in print during the time period.
_____________________

ANNALS OF BROWN COUNTY
Grant W. Harrington, editor, and publisher of Kansas Democrat compiled and published annals of Brown County Kansas from the earliest records to January 1, 1900.  The book is not in good condition; pages are loose.  The year 1849 is the first year. The print is tiny. I will include articles of interest in the newsletter.

YEAR, 1855--The Territorial Legislature creates the county of Browne, named after O. H. Browne, a member of that body, and attaches it to the county of Doniphan. “It is bounded as follows: Beginning at the southwest corner of Doniphan county, thence west twenty-four miles, thence south thirty miles, thence east to the west line of Atchison county, thence north to the northwest corner of Atchison County, thence east with said north line of Atchison county to the northwest corner of Doniphan county, thence north with said west line of Doniphan county” The mistake in the description is apparent.

Among the different acts passed by this legislature is one providing for the laying out and establishing of a territorial road from St. Joseph to the town of Marysville. Also, to locate and establish a territorial road from Atchison to Marysville. Both roads lay across “Browne county.”

YEAR, 1857--February 17. The Hiawatha Town Co. is incorporated. John M. Coe, John P. Wheeler, and Thomas J Drummond are the incorporator, and they are empowered to purchase and lay off not to exceed 640 acres of land where the town of  Hiawatha is located and adjoining the same. March 1. The assessor’s returns show 130 taxpayers and the following property: 136 horses and mules valued at $10,903.00; 684 cattle valued at 15,855.00; 1 pleasure carriage valued at $15.00; 54 timepieces valued at $390.00; money, $3,500; bonds and notes, $1,415.00. Total $38,078.00
THE BANKS AND BANKERS
CHRONOLOGY

Jan. 2, 1871.   The Pioneer Bank of Barnett, Morrill & Co., is organized.
Feb. 1, 1877.   Morrill Janes succeed Barnett, Morrill & Co.
Nov. 16, 1881.  The First National Bank of Hiawatha is chartered.
Mar. 10, 1885.  The Farmer's Bank of Morrill is chartered.
Mar. 10, 1887.   The Bank of Horton is chartered.
May 2, 1887.      The Morrill & Janes Bank succeeds Morrill & Janes.
Oct. 8, 1887.    The First National Bank of Horton is chartered   
Dec. 12, 1888, The Fairview State Bank is chartered.
June 17, 1889. The Bank of Hamlin is chartered.
Aug. 15, 1892. The Bank of Hamlin is chartered.
Oct. 25, 1892.	The Everest State Bank is chartered.
Mar. 16. 1893	The Farmer's State Bank of Horton is chartered.
Aug. 7. 1895.	The Bank of Robinson is chartered.
Jan. 25, 1897.	The Bank of Powhattan is chartered.
May 15, 1897.	The Farmer's State Bank of Everest is chartered.
May 15, 1898.	The Reserve State Bank is chartered.
May 30, 1899.	The Willis State Bank is chartered.
_____________________

The banking history of Brown County began on January 2nd, 1871, when W. B. Barnett, E. N. Morrill, and Lorenzo Janes organized the pioneer, banking house of Barnett, Morrill & Co., at Hiawatha. Its banking capital was $12,550, and Peter Pfeiffer was its first depositor. The nearest bank at that time was in Atchison. 

For eleven years this bank had no rival in the county. Then the First National Bank of Hiawatha was organized. Next came the Farmer's Bank of Morrill. The building of the Rock Island road into Brown County brought two banks into the county at Horton. Then in rapid succession banks were organized all over the county until today every town in the county, except Baker, has a bank. Bank failures have been unknown in this county. Today (the year 1900) there are an even dozen banks in the county.

Some idea of the magnitude of the business done can be gathered from a study of the published statements made to the Bank Commissioner and the Comptroller of the Currency in June last (1900). These reports show that the capital, surplus, and undivided profits of the twelve banks amounted to $58,311.56.  The individual deposits amounted to $1,336,684.42. The outstanding loans were $1,071,823.91, and the cash on hand was $577,498.51. These figures are simply astonishing, but they serve to show as nothing else can that Brown County is exceedingly rich and prosperous corner of the state.

_____________________

Brown County officials missed a big "flying squadron" of booze cars that wended their way thru this county, but they struck a Ratekin “mine" near Falls City, who took the entire fleet, their prize value being $10,000 worth of automobiles and 4,000 pints of whiskey. It was one of the biggest hauls ever made by the sheriff of Richardson county. It is the same old story of a breakdown and stuck in the mud which held up the entire convoy, giving Sheriff Ratekin ample time to arrest eight men, one woman and safely land 4,000 pints of “booze” that is worth a fortune at Omaha prices. The trouble began shortly after the squadron left Hamlin, where the roads got heavy, and the cars had to help one another out of mud trouble and thru soft spots. When Sheriff Ratekin jumped onto the running board of the lead “booze” car, the officer met with resistance and fight. The leaders were chicken-hearted to use them. The lead car, or the decoy, was a new Cadillac 1919 roadster. The other cars were new Cadillac touring cars, and the 4th was a 7-passenger Studebaker. The three cars were loaded to capacity with “booze” having between 3,000 and 4,000 pints of whiskey. 
	Frank Kerns home place 1 1/4 miles northeast of Hamlin, one of the very best improved farms in Brown County has been sold to Frank Lydick at the record price of $45,000--$280.50 per acre. This perhaps is the highest price ever paid for a quarter section of land in Brown County. Mr. Kern does not give possession until March 1, 1920.
	O. E. Scott, the farmer near Morrill, heard a disturbance in his chicken house early in the morning. Looking from his door, he saw a large coyote making away with a fat hen. Mr. Scott returned and got his shotgun, and his aim was good; one shot brot the wolf dead on the ground. --The Brown County World May 2, 1919.  (Note: Wonder what it was coyote or wolf)
	It is hardly possible that any assessment returns in Hiawatha are full value. They are a fair value or taxable value, which is usually low. Thus if assessor finds 4 million valuations, personal and real estate, it could be safely said that the actual value is over 5 million. This is all right because while a man's home might be worth $5,000, he might not find a buyer at the figure, so he estimates it as less than the real value, or at what is termed fair value. There is no doubt that the wealth of Hiawatha City exceeds 5 million dollars. It's a fine, wealthy old town, a beautiful place to live in--no better city for home loving, well-to-do people.  
   	Ewing Herbert bot World building from Judge Ham. Consideration $11,000.
	The entire population of Brown county--22,000 persons--could go joy riding at the same time, and there would be room for all. County Treasurer Ralph Heatley has sold the 3,078th license tag, and there perhaps will be enuf by June 1 to bring the number to 3,100,000.   Estimating the average value at $1,000, Brown county's motor cars aggregate value of $3,100. There are 25 motor car dealers in the county.--The Brown County World May 16, 1919. 
_____________________

An advertisement in the May 23, 1919 issue of The Brown County World: "LEMON JUICE FOR FRECKLES."  Girls! Make beauty lotion for a few cents--Try It! Squeeze the juice of 2 lemons into a bottle containing 3 ounces of orchard white, shake well, and you have a quarter pint of the best freckle and tan lotion, and complexion beautifier, at a very, very small cost. Your grocer has the lemons, and any drug store or toilet counter will supply 3 ounces of orchard white for a few cents. Massage this sweetly fragrant lotion into the face, neck, arms, and hands each day and see how freckles and blemishes disappear and how clear, soft, and rosy-white the skin becomes."	

PERSONAL VALUATION HIAWATHA

	According to returns made by the deputy assessor, the City of Hiawatha had personal property March 1, 1919, valued at $1,863,015. “Altho” there are hundreds of diamonds in the city besides numerous pieces of costly jewelry; the total value returned for taxation aggregates only $10,205. There are 322 gold watches, 261 pianos, and 124 Victrola’s. Money on deposit in the 3 Hiawatha banks on March 1, 1919, was $295,860, and notes and other taxable securities amounted to $138,595. 
Hiawatha has only $111, 230 worth of household furniture. Bank stocks are assessed at $283,085. There are 314 motor cars valued at $130,015, average value $415. The assessor found only 50 dogs and three hogs.--The Brown County World on June 13, 1919.iawatha has only $111,230 worth of household furniture. Bank stocks are assessed at $283,085. There are


HIAWATHA TOWNSHIP WORTH
	The net personal valuation of Hiawatha Township, according to returns made by Deputy Assessor Blair Syster, is $1,013,035. The value of plate jewelry in the township is given at only $1,000 and gold watches worth $1,580. There are 128 pianos, valued at $7,900. The 253 automobiles are valued at $94,670.  There are 52 Victrola’s and graphophones, valued at $1,820. The total number of dogs is 231. Mortgages on real estate amount to $96,700. --The Brown County World June 13, 1919. [image: ]








NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to new members David Gaskell of Horton, KS; Rick and Cathy Koenig and John and Carolyn Andres, all of Hiawatha, KS. Carol Cooper of Turtle Town, TN and Knudson Construction of Hiawatha, KS. 

Lynn’s Corner
History has the remarkable ability to uncover mysteries while solving other puzzles and even can send you on further journeys in discovering the truth.  History can connect us; separate us, define us, and even in some instances rattle the cage a little bit. History is an exploration. History is a journey; a journey that never ends; the route is always changing and evolving. History is stories that can inspire people. History can bring joy and sadness. History compels each of us and within it are the defining moments of an individual, a society, a community, and even much larger global community. History is magical in this way that it can bring so much from a simple story. Within the walls of the Brown County Historical Society Memorial Auditorium and Ag Museum, there are thousands of stories that connect and define Brown County.  Within the walls of all museums, stories are waiting to unite and represent you. So with that, I ask who you will be today. What will your history say about you?

Thank You

A very BIG THANK YOU to Knute and Kyle Knudson for repair and maintenance of AG Museum outdoor water services. Areas that specifically benefited were New Jack’s Cook Shack, Monarch Waystations and new water service at the Log Cabin. 
brown county courthouse[image: ]









Did you know that in February 1857, Claytonville, Kansas held the appointment of the county seat of Brown County, Kansas?  In August 1857, the courthouse was built, for $500.00; the building was 20 by 30. The once established courthouse of Claytonville will later be repurposed as a schoolhouse until it was torn down in 1917.  Did you also know that later that same year, on December 28, 1857, the county seat relocated to Carson, Kansas? Only a brief time later on April 12, 1858, the county seat term of Carson, Kansas ended. The courthouse of Carson will then function as a farm building. [image: ]





The county seat will then come to Hiawatha, Kansas where it remains to this day. On April 19, 1858, the county commissioners met at the newly appointed county seat for the first time in Hiawatha, Kansas. The first courthouse building was 30-foot square, it had four rooms, and a hall on the lower level and the upper level was a courtroom and jury room. The courthouse cost $2,000.  By November 14, 1872, the present courthouse was deemed unsuitable, and the inhabitants temporarily relocated in various shops throughout the town. In 1873, Judge Hubbard appealed to the grand jury to consider building a new courthouse. These pleas will go on for several years before the construction of the second courthouse will begin. 
Many of the appeals are met initially with opposition due to the calamities that this new town encounters in its earliest years, from weather disasters to annoying pests. For a little prairie town in its initial years, the people who inhabited this beautiful city faced many hardships. Some obstacles the pioneers faced included the infestation of rattlesnakes that occupied the lands. The snakes were, in fact, black rattlesnakes and yellow prairie rattlesnakes.  Also, the community will face a grasshopper plague of 1874 and 1875.  These are just a few of the hardships discovered in the quest for answers. #A.N.RULEY
On April 16, 1878, the cornerstones for the new courthouse found the ground, and the new courthouse, constructed at the cost of $20,000.  On December 11, 1879, the commissioners accepted the new courthouse building. In 1925, Hiawatha will commission a new courthouse for $350,000. This courthouse stands as initially erected in 1925 an architectural masterpiece for the townspeople of Hiawatha to enjoy. 
There is much more to this story, find it. Be sure to share what you discover. Do you have photos of the 1858 courthouse? Be sure to share if you do. #historymysteries #cityofmaples 
Many Thanks[image: ]





On behalf of Brown County Historical Society, I would take a moment to recognize Jere Bruning, who has tirelessly devoted his time and attention to the Brown County Historical Society. Jere Bruning has served on the board as a director since July 1995 and was Brown County Historical Society Board President from November 2005 to 2018. 
The city recently recognized Jere Bruning for his above the call of duty volunteer and community service efforts that Jere has diligently provided to Brown County. Brown County Historical Society board of directors would like to extend heartfelt thanks and appreciation to Jere Bruning. Jere has volunteered and provided financial support to the museum and its mission for many years. [image: ]






Catarrh
Pursuing a quest for more information related to the 1910 cyclone in Horton after learning of the 1911 cyclone in Hiawatha from A. N. Ruley's History of Brown County. As I was completing the research, I stumbled across this little ad and became curious. 
The advertisement Hiawatha Daily World, published in Hiawatha, Kansas on Wednesday, June 22nd, 1910.
Catarrh was an excessive discharge or buildup of mucus in the nose or throat, associated with inflammation of the mucous membrane. 

MEMORIALS
Many people continually donate to the museum mission and thanking these generous benefactors is essential to operations. Memorial (monetary gifts) are donated to the Historical Society in memory of a person or in celebration of a wedding anniversary, birthday or honoring someone. These gifts keep giving helping complete projects and help make plans for other projects.

CLARENCE "FUZZ" LEWIS
HAROLD ROESCH
	LINDA BRANNAN
	L. J. TRANT
BY: JERE & PATTY BRUNING
	LUCILE HAWKS
BY: SHIRLEY WENGER.

Thank you for thinking of the historical society.

Special Projects
The Brown County Historical Society is working on several projects if you are interested in helping, please be sure to contact the Historical Society for more information.  The Historical Society is replacing the memorial auditorium stage curtains, and this is a considerable expense if you are looking for a worthwhile cause to contribution. Next year is the 100th year of the Memorial Auditorium. 

History Mysteries
The Brown County Historical Society is looking for additional information related to the WPA fairgrounds in Horton, Kansas. The historical society is also seeking any photographs that might exist of the fires in 1890 that occurred downtown, if you have anything that might be useful, please contact the historical society. Any pictures or information that you can provide would be appreciated.  



[image: ]















Monarch Waystations
The Brown County Historical Society has two waystation gardens located at 301 East Iowa Street, Hiawatha, KS. One of the most graceful and beautiful creatures are the Monarch Butterflies. Did you know that Monarchs migrate each year to Mexico and Southern California and the reason for this is that the Monarch’s cannot handle the harsh extremes of the cold winter seasons in the United States?  When the Monarchs migrate, they will spend large amounts of time during the winter on the oyamel fir trees located in Mexico and on Eucalyptus trees in the Southern California region. The name “monarch” derived in honor of King William III of England. The first reference to the monarch was described in 1758 by Linnaeus.

Brown County Historical Society wants to express its warmest thanks to Anita Pfister who has graciously offered her knowledge; support, and guidance and the development of two Monarch Waystations.  














Auditorium & AG Museum Open Season May 1 – October 31

memorial auditorium hours				AG Museum Hours
Monday –Closed							Monday – By Appointment
Tuesday –10 am to 3 pm						Tuesday – By Appointment
Wednesday -- 10 am to 3 pm						Wednesday – By Appointment
Thursday --10 am to 3 pm						Thursday – By Appointment
Friday -- 10 am to 3 pm						Friday – By Appointment
Curator at museum Tue-Fri @ 8 am					Saturday – By Appointment
									Sunday – By Appointment	BECOME A MEMBER! MEMBERSHIP INDIVIDUAL $15.00, FAMILY $30.00, BUSINESS $30.00, LIFE MEMBERSHIP $200 PER PERSON

RESERVE YOUR SPACE IN OUR CARWELL BUILDING OR MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM FOR THAT SPECIAL PARTY OR EVENT.
Calendar of Events
July 03, 2019:   5:30 pm  Carwell Building --Ice Cream Social
August 09, 2019:   5:30 pm  Carwell Building --Farmers & Merchant Appreciation
September 28, 2019:   10:00 am AG Museum -- Heritage Days







wright rebuilt tractor, 2019 
[image: C:\Users\Owner\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\AG 2019.jpg]
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From the Land of the Kangaroo

Where Catarrh, Bronchitis, and Consumption are Unknown

“HYOMEI” 0w rémeay

It creates the same conditions in the atmosphere of your home as found in that distant land. The first and
only treatment for diseases of the respiratory organs ever indorsed by the medical profession.

Physicians have found ‘“HMyomei” the only germicide which kills the bacilli of Catarrh, Bronchitis,
Asthma, and Consumption. They have also discovered that the Australian Dry Air Treatment is
the only way by which all the diseased parts of the head, throat, and lungs can be reached and cured. So positive
of this have they become that not oze physician in good standing in medical society can be found to-day who will
advertise to treat these diseases by the old methods—sprays, douches, atomizers, or steam vapors—a// suc/ treat-
ments being considered worthless, as moisture of any kind can not enter the bronchial tubes or lungs. Not only
this, they have proved positively dangerous, as nine out of every ten persons who suffer from deafness and loss of
sense of taste and smell trace the beginning of these afflictions to the time when they commenced the use of
such barbarous methods of treating the delicate air passages.

“HYOMEI” Cures by Inhalation

It is the ome treatment indorsed by the physicians. It is the ome treatment which does not require the use of
sprays and atomizers. It is the ome treatment which the manufacturers have enough confidence in to guarantee.

It is Nature’s own remedy. Taken yith the air you breathe, it reaches all the parts
affected, killing the disease germs of Catarrh, Catarrhal Deafness, Coughs, Bronchi is,
‘Asthma, Rose Cola, and Hay Fever at once, and bringing such relief to the sufferer as can be
obtained in no other way.

There is no danger, no risk. Wour money is refunded if it fails to relieve.

“Hyomei” Inhaler Outfit, $1.00. Extra Bottles “ Hyomei,” 50c. “Hyomei” Balm, a wonderful healer, 25c.
Sold by all druggists or seut by mail.

R. T. BOOTH & CO., 23 East 2oth Street, New York
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