
Bennet Planning Commission 
Regular Meeting Minutes  

May 26, 2021 
 

The Bennet Planning Commission held a regular meeting on Wednesday, May 26, 
2021 at 7:30 p.m. at Village Hall, 685 Monroe Street in the Village. The session 
was open to the public and proceeded by advance publicized notice duly given in 
strict compliance with the provisions of the Open Meetings Act, Chapter 84, 
Article 14, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska by posting at Village Hall, the 
Post Office, and First Nebraska Bank. 
 
Chairman Josh Buck called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m. and announced the 
Open Meetings Act was posted.  Roll call:  Josh Buck, Audrey Roesler, Dina Rathje, 
Ryan Moore, Marilyn Maney and alternate Greg Pohl present.   
 
Receiving no additions or corrections, Buck declared the minutes from the regular 
meeting April 28, 2021, approved as written. 
 
Adam Stahr consulted with the Planning Commission regarding his proposed 
CedarBrook Development.  He projects having his preliminary plat ready to go 
before the Planning Commission at their June meeting.  He inquired about getting 
conditional approval to present his preliminary and final plats concurrently so he 
could go before the Board of Trustees for final approval at their July meeting.  The 
Planning Commission was not in favor of running the preliminary and final plats 
concurrently with this size of a development. 
 
Mark Schmidt, the developer of the Evergreen Place 1st Addition, submitted an 
Application for Plat Vacation and an Evergreen Place 1st Addition Corrected 
Replat.  Mark explained that there were errors on the Evergreen Place 1st 
Addition Final Plat that affected right of way already dedicated to the Village of 
Bennet.  After consulting with the Village Attorney, Mark Schmidt’s attorney, the 
County Assessor and Register of Deeds it was determined the cleanest way to 
accommodate the reconfiguration would be to vacate the final plat and file a 
corrected one.  Rathje stated that she would be abstaining from any action and 
wanted it noted that she had objections and concerns about flood waters.  Buck 
moved and Moore seconded a motion to recommend the Bennet Board of 
Trustees approve the Application for Plat Vacation and the Evergreen Place 1st 



Addition Corrected Replat.  Roll call:  Maney, Roesler, Moore, Buck voted Yes.  
Rathje abstained.  Motion carried. 
 
Josh Buck presented the Deer Trail Valley 1st Addition Final Plat for approval.  
Lincoln reported that Fire Chief Tim Norris mentioned the 15’ driveway easement 
running across lot 2 to access lot 1, when lot 1 had existing street access.  Buck 
explained that drainage ditch along lot 1 would take a significant amount of fill 
dirt to create a driveway there.  Moore moved and Maney seconded a motion to 
recommend approval to the Bennet Board of Trustees for the Deer Trail Valley 1st 
Addition Final Plat.  Roll call:  Maney, Rathje, Roesler, Moore voted Yes.  Buck 
abstained.  Motion carried. 
 
The ordinances to adopt the 2018 building codes and amend the Code of Bennet 
relating to building codes were provided to the Planning Commission prior to the 
meeting for their review.   The 2018 building codes to be adopted include the 
following 2018 Editions:  International Building Code, International Residential 
Code for One-and Two-Family Dwellings, Uniform Plumbing Code, International 
Fuel Gas Code, International Mechanical Code, International Energy Conservation 
Code and International Existing Building Code.  Rathje moved and Buck seconded 
a motion to recommend the Bennet Board of Trustees approve the nine 
ordinances prepared by Village Attorney William Austin to adopt the 2018 
building codes and amend the Code of Bennet relating to the building codes.  Roll 
call:  Maney, Rathje, Roesler, Moore, Buck voted Yes.  Motion carried. 
 
The Planning Commission discussed communications with potential firms to 
contract with for updating the zoning and subdivision regulations.  The Clerk had 
spoken with Tim Keelan with Hanna:  Keelan Associates, P.C. regarding the 
updates.  Previously Tim Keelan had scheduled a meeting for June 8th; but in light 
that we were seeking interest from other firms he did not wish to meet unless 
there was prior action by the Board of Trustees agreeing to his proposal.  With the 
proposal being received May 25th and the Board of Trustees not meeting until 
June 14th, this was not an option.  Mr. Keelan proposed two options which are as 
follows:   
1. With a Word File copy of the Zoning Regulations and existing amendments, Hanna:Keelan would 

meet 3 times with the Planning Commission to discuss changes, additions, etc, prepare these changes 

in the existing Word File and prepare a new Zoning and Future Land Use Map that conforms with the 

revised, changed Zoning.  (Note:  Hanna:Keelan will not offer the service of retyping the existing 

Zoning and amendments into a Word File.) Cost: $5,000.  Time Line: 90 days. 



  

2. Utilizing an existing Zoning Regulation prepared by Hanna:Keelan for anyone of several of our 

municipal clients (West Point, Pender, Wakefield, Laurel, Pawnee City, etc.) prepare a new Zoning 

Regulation (of course, using or saving wanted information from the existing Zoning), with new Zoning 

and Land Use Map for the Village of Bennet.  This would require 3 meetings with the Planning 

Commission.  Cost: $6,500.  Time Line: 90 Days. 

 Alternate Commission member Greg Pohl reached out to Marvin Planning 

Consultants, Inc., RDG Planning Design, and Five Rule Rural Planning.  Keith Marvin 

with Marvin Planning Consultants, Inc. responded that they could do a complete 

Regulation Audit providing a report detailing the updates recommended for the 

change from a village to a city for $500-$1000.  To complete the update with the 

assistance of David Ptak (an attorney versed in Land Use Law) would be $10,000 to 

$12,000.  Since it had only been the prior week that Greg  contacted the other firms, 

the Planning Commission agreed to wait for a response from them. 

Sighting no further business, Buck adjourned the meeting at 8:39 p.m. 
 
Michele Lincoln, CMC 
Village Clerk/Zoning Administrator 
 


