
 Welcome 

to the Parishes of St. John XXIII and St. Richard 
 Reverend Robert T. Finlan, Pastor 

Deacon Edward J. Girard 
 

December 17, 2023 ~ Third Sunday of Advent 
   

                                                                                        
Church of St. John XXIII 

307 Pine Street, Tamaqua, PA 18252 
Phone: 570-225-7410 ~ Fax: 570-668-4406 

Email: secretary@sj23tamaqua.org 
Website: www.sj23tamaqua.org 

Facebook: Parish of St John XXIII Tamaqua 
YouTube: St John XXIII Catholic Church Tamaqua 

 

Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday ~ 9:00AM-3:00PM 

 

Parish Staff 
Dale Bonenberger, Director of Music 

Louise Howells, Cemetery Administrator 
Lisa Frederick, Office Administrator 
Patricia Radocha, Business Manager 

Melissa Grimminger, Director of Religious Education 

Church of St. Richard 
799 Barnesville Drive, Barnesville, PA 18214 
Phone: 570-467-2315 ~ Fax: 570-467-2462 

Email: strichard@frontiernet.net 
Website: www.strichard.org 

Facebook: Church of St Richard 
 

Office Hours 
Monday & Wednesday ~ 9:00AM-2:00PM 

Thursday ~ 9:00AM-12:00PM 
 

Parish Staff 
Reverend Joseph T. Whalen, Pastor Emeritus 

Deacon John A. Setlock, (Retired) 
Teri Howerter, Office Administrator 
Mary Soberick, Business Manager 

Krissy Wonsock, Director of Religious Education 
 

Catholic Schools 
St. Jerome Regional School ~ 50 Meadow Avenue, Tamaqua PA ~ 570-668-2757 ~ Grades PreK-8 
Marian Catholic High School ~ 166 Marian Avenue, Tamaqua PA ~ 570-467-3335 ~ Grades 9-12 

St. Joseph’s Center for Special Learning ~ 302 Randel Street, Schuylkill Haven PA ~ 570-622-4638 ~ Children & Adults 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Baptisms are usually celebrated on a Sunday afternoon. Parents need to be 
registered parishioners and attend a Baptismal Preparation Class. At least one 
Godparent must be a practicing Catholic and obtain a Certificate of Eligibility 
from their parish.  
 

Sponsor Eligibility 
Certificates of Eligibility for Baptism and Confirmation require the sponsor to 
be a registered and active member of the parish, and if married, in a valid 
marriage recognized by the Catholic Church. Please call the Parish Office for 
additional information.  
 

Sacrament of Marriage 
Arrangements should be made at least six months prior to the proposed 
wedding date to begin pre-nuptial instructions before making any 
arrangements. Please call the parish office for more information and to 
schedule an appointment with the Pastor. 
 

Parish Prayer List 
To be placed on the Parish Prayer List or to be removed when appropriate, 
please call either Parish Office and someone will be happy to assist you.  Names 
placed on the Prayer List are automatically removed after three months. 
 

Diocesan Secretary for Office of Safe Environment 
Pamela J. Russo, MSW, MS ~ P.O. Box F Allentown, PA 18105 
610-871-5200 ext. 2204 ~ prusso@allentowndiocese.org 
 

Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator  
Ms. Wendy S. Krisak ~ 800-791-9209 
victimsassistance@allentowndiocese.org    
  
Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service  
If you have an allegation of abuse against a bishop, please contact the Catholic 
Bishop Abuse Reporting Service at www.ReportBishopAbuse.org or by calling 
800-276-1562. 

mailto:secretary@sj23tamaqua.org
mailto:strichard@frontiernet.net


               SJ = St. John XXIII                          SR = St. Richard                 

Monday & Tuesday Masses are at St. John XXIII ~ Wednesday & Thursday Masses are at St. Richard 

Saturday, December 16   
2:45PM – 3:15PM Confessions: SJ 
3:30PM Mass: SJ 
 

5:00PM – 5:15PM Confessions: SR 
5:30PM Mass: SR 
 

Vigil to the Third Sunday of Advent 
 

Mass Intention: Kit Koenig 
 
 

Mass Intention: James and Anna Crossen 

Sunday, December 17 
8:30AM Mass: SJ 
 

10:30AM Mass: SR 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 
Mass Intention: William F. Stegemerten III 
 

Mass Intention: Deceased members of the Weber Family 

Monday, December 18 
8:00AM Mass: SJ  
 

Advent Weekday 
Mass Intention: Walt Solick 

Tuesday, December 19 
8:00AM Mass: SJ  
8:30AM – 9:00AM Confessions: SJ 
8:30AM – 9:30AM Adoration & Benediction: SJ 
 

Advent Weekday 
Mass Intention: Richard “Ski” Kanaski 

Wednesday, December 20 
8:00AM Mass: SR  

8:30AM – 9:00AM Confessions: SR 
8:30AM – 9:30AM Adoration & Benediction: SR 

7:00PM-7:30PM Advent Confessions: SR 
 

Advent Weekday 
Mass Intention: For a Special Family Intention 

Thursday, December 21 
8:00AM Mass: SR  
 

Advent Weekday 
Mass Intention: John and Sophia Lazur 

Friday, December 22 
No Mass at either church on this date 

 

Advent Weekday 
 

Saturday, December 23  
2:45PM – 3:15PM Confessions: SJ 
3:30PM Mass: SJ 
 

5:00PM – 5:15PM Confessions: SR 
5:30PM Mass: SR 
 

Vigil to the Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

Mass Intention: Living and Deceased Parishioners of St. John XXIII 
                              and St. Richard Parishes 
 

Mass Intention: Stanley and Helen Dombrowski 

Sunday, December 24 
8:30AM Mass: SJ 
 

10:30AM Mass: SR 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent  
Mass Intention: Vicky Karnish 
 

Mass Intention: Deceased Diocesan Priests 

 

TODAY’S LITURGY OF THE WORD: In the first reading, Isaiah is anointed by the Lord and sent to announce a day of 

vindication by our God.  In the second reading, Paul encourages the Thessalonians to always rejoice, pray, and give thanks.  In the 
Gospel, John the Baptist testifies to the light and says he is the voice of one crying out in the desert, “make straight the way of the 

Lord.”  Isaiah, Paul, and John the Baptist rejoice because they have Good News.  God is with them and working through them.  
They are anointed, blessed, and sent to do God’s will. On this Gaudete Sunday, we, too, find reason to rejoice. Let us rejoice in 

sharing the Good News of Christ. 
 

TODAY’S RESPONSORIAL PSALM: My soul rejoices in my God.  
 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY, DEC. 24th: 2Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29; Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38 
                                                                                                                 

St. John XXIII 
The Order of Mass can be found starting on page 140 in the Journeysongs Hymnal. 
 

    The Latin Chant Mass can be found on the following pages:  
Kyrie – 168   /   Sanctus – 170   /   Memorial Acclamation – 171   /   Amen – 172   /   Agnus Dei – 174  

 

The prelude is Behold a Rose Is Blooming (Es ist Ein Ros Entsprungen) by Johannes Brahms (1833-1897) 
The postlude is Prepare Thyself Zion - BWV 248 by Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
 

 
PRAYER LIST FOR BOTH PARISHES 



Please remember in your prayers... 
Linda Agosti, William Bednar, Mark BeYoung, Joe Bones, Bob Bonner, Marci Bonner, Marge Coassolo, 

Ella Connolly, Paul Curley, Maria Cusati, Pina Cusati, Nina Day, Deacon John, TJ Dombrowski, Fr. Dominic, Margie Felosci, 
Eddy Freer, Siobhan Ann Gladhill, Peg Grigalonis, Andrea Halaburda, Dee Harvan, Bernie Hasara, Valerie Higgins,  

Dr. Francis Kane, George Koval, Margaret Kufrovich, Linda Light, Theresa (Tess) McManus, Jane Malarkey, Michael Matricion, 
Bobby Moucheron, Pastor Tim, Eric Richardson, Helene Richmond, Joel Rivera, Kathy Sanchez,  

Jonathan Schimpf, Joe Shustack Sr., Dominic Streisel, Gus Suglia, Edward Surfield, Monica Surfield, Mary Ann Thompson, 
Members of the Dannenfelser Family, David Rickert, Craig Goida, Frank Mocciola, Pat McAndrew, Gregory M. Slivka Jr.,  

Steve Kudile, Greg & Carol Matz, Nelda Ryan, Theresa Parkhurst, Bridget, Abby Adinolfi, Sandra McGlinchey, 
Barbara Houser, Rich Campbell 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them... 
Randall B. “Randy” Moore  

 
 
 

DEVOTIONAL CANDLES 
St. John XXIII 

Sanctuary Lamp 
In Memory of Herman Berger 

Crucifix Candle 
In Memory of Joseph and Catherine Coleman 

 

St. Richard 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

Special Intention 
Sacred Heart 
Patrick Kotula 

St. Joseph 
Souls of Bob Harvan & Yanacek and Harvan Families 

 
 

YOUTH FORMATION 
 

Childrens’ bulletins are available in Narthex/Vestibule 

St. John XXIII  
AFTER MASS, PARENTS AND STUDENTS WILL 

DISMISS TO THE UPSTAIRS CLASSROOMS 

FOLLOWING THE RECESSIONAL HYMN 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Sunday December 17 – Children’s Christmas Pageant 

Setup and practice after the 8:30AM Mass 
5:00PM Christmas Pageant in the Parish Hall 

All are welcome to attend the Pageant 
and show support to our parish youth. 

 

No Youth Formation until January 7th. 
 Have a blessed holiday! 

St. Richard 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 2023-2024 

 

Grades 1-4; Sunday, December 17th at 9:30AM 
Grades 5-8; Sunday, December 17th at 9:00AM 

 

5Sunday, December 17th at 5:00PM 
Children’s Annual Christmas Pageant 

 held in St. John XXIII Parish Hall 
 

Grades 1-8; December 24th and December 31st ~ No Classes 
 

*All classes are held in Parish Hall unless noted.  
 

SCOUT MEETINGS 
Cub Scouts – Thursday, December 28th at 6:00PM 
(for updates, please refer to the Parish Facebook page) 
Boy Scouts – Every Thursday at 7:00PM in Parish Hall 

 
 

ADULT FORMATION 
 

Bible Study: Wednesday evenings from 6:30PM until 8:00PM in St. Richard Parish Hall. All are invited to attend. 
 

RCIA: RCIA stands for the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. If there is an adult who wishes to become Roman Catholic and 
receive their Sacraments of Initiation, this is the process to make that happen. Adult Christians who have been attending Mass 
for several years may complete their Catholic initiation through a period of instruction; then Reconciliation, Profession of Faith, 
Confirmation, and Reception into Full Communion which often occurs during the Vigil of Easter but can also occur at other times 
of the year. Adults may be Baptized also in an extended process as well. Please let us know if you or someone you know would 
like to become Catholic.  
 

 

 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 
 

Today’s second collection is a special Diocesan collection for Parish Utilities. 
Upcoming second collections are... 

               12/24 ~ Parish Utilities               12/25 ~ Christmas               12/31 ~ Parish Utilities                 



ST. JOHN XXIII AND ST. RICHARD NEWS AND UPDATES 

This Week 

Sunday 5:00PM Children’s Christmas Pageant in the St. John XXIII Parish Hall–everyone is invited to attend! 

Tuesday Church Christmas decorating at St. John XXIII starts at 9:45AM and will continue Wednesday 

Wednesday 7:00PM-7:30PM Advent Confessions at St. Richard 

Thursday 6:00PM St. John XXIII Parish Choir rehearsal 
Upcoming Events  

December 24 Christmas Eve Masses: 3:00PM at SJ – 5:00PM at SJ – 8:00PM at SR – 12:00AM Midnight at SR 
December 25 Christmas Day Mass: 10:00AM at SJ (Please note: both Parish Offices closed from Christmas until Jan. 3) 
December 31 Solemnity of Mary the Holy Mother of God Mass; 4:00PM Vigil at SJ 

January 1 Solemnity of Mary the Holy Mother of God Mass; 10:00AM at SR 

 

WELCOME FR. KARPYN AND JUSTIN McCLURE 
We welcome Fr. Karpyn as celebrant for both the Saturday 
Masses.  We also welcome Justin McClure who will be the 
organist of the 3:30PM Mass at St. John XXIII this weekend.  
 

CHRISTMAS DECORATING AT ST. JOHN XXIII 
Decorating for Christmas begins at 9:45AM on Tuesday, 

December 19th and continues Wednesday, December 20th.  
Help is especially needed on Tuesday to get all the trees and 

decorations out of storage and into the Parish Hall and then on 
Wednesday to water and sleeve all the poinsettias.  If you can 

lend a hand, please just come to the Parish Hall. 
 

A WORD OF THANKS 
We thank everyone who made our Christmas Candy Sale this 
past weekend such a success. Many people were involved, and 

we offer each of you our sincere thanks!  Also thank you to the 
ladies who cleaned the church on Monday morning. 
 

ST. JOHN XXIII LOST AND FOUND 
The Lost and Found is overflowing again. A necklace, bracelet, 
a retainer for braces, a child’s black winter coat, and reading 
glasses are among the items. Most of these items have been 
here for months. The Lost and Found is in the Family Room on 
the bottom shelf. 
 

THE 2024 MASS BOOK IS NOW OPEN 
Masses and candles can be purchased during regular business 

hours in the Parish Office. 
 

2023 DEADLINE FOR FINANCIAL GIVING 

To receive accurate credit for 2023, please return your 2023 
Collection Envelopes by Sunday, December 31st. 
 

BIRTHRIGHT CHRISTMAS GIVING 
Donations are being received at either Parish Office. Please 
mark BIRTHRIGHT on your envelope. 
 

PARISH OFFICE REMINDER 
Bulletin announcements must be received no later than 
Wednesday 12:00PM. Thank you. 
 

INCLEMENT WEATHER 
In case of snow or ice, St. Richard will follow Mahanoy Area 
School District and St. John XXIII will follow Tamaqua Area 
School District. If the district has a cancellation or delay 
because of weather, there will be NO weekday Mass. 
 

MISSALS, CALENDARS, AND CHRISTMAS WAFERS 
St. Joseph Missals $5 each, Parish Calendars free, Christmas 
Wafers $4 per packet are in the Vestibule/Family Room. 

 

DECEMBER LOTTERY WINNERS SO FAR 
12/1 #044, Not Sold, $25--12/2 #502, June Holt, $50  
12/3 #401, Jack Cusatis, $25--12/4 #266, No Winner, $25 
12/5 #199, No Winner, $25--12/6 #043, Krystal Kane, $25 
12/7 #538, Jena Duncan, $25--12/8 #085, No Winner, $25 
12/9#357, Krissy Wonsock, $50-12/10#923, No Winner, $25 
Just a reminder, there are still January lottery calendars for sale 
until December 28th. Also, we need sellers! Any questions, 

contact Joann at 570-640-1034.  

THANK YOU 
We would like to thank Basile Italian Restaurant for their 
donation of pizza for our Annual Children’s Christmas party 
held last Friday! We fed 51 hungry elves! 
 

CHILDREN’S ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
This year St. John XXIII is hosting the Annual Christmas 
Pageant for both parishes. It will be held this Sunday, December 
17th at 5:00PM in the Parish Hall.  
 

2024 MASS BOOK AT ST. RICHARD UPDATE 
The Mass Book is open. Intentions will be accepted through the 
current 2024 Mass Intention Form (found in church or 
online). The forms must be fully completed with the $10 per 
Mass stipend enclosed.  
 

CLARIFICATION REGARDING MASSES 
Since people have been calling the parish offices, we are 
clarifying the confusion. Please note that Saturday evening, 
December 23rd and Sunday morning, December 24th are the 
Fourth Sunday of Advent. Our regular Mass schedule is in effect 
for these days. Christmas Eve does not start until 3:00PM on 
Sunday. As Catholics, our obligation to attend Mass is in effect 
for both the Fourth Sunday of Advent as well as Christmas 
Eve/Day. So no, just attending Mass on Sunday morning, or just 
on Sunday evening does not count for both. We are to attend the 
Fourth Sunday of Advent Mass as well as Christmas Mass. 
 

PARISH PRAYER LIST FOR 2024 
As the new year approaches, we will be updating our Parish 
Prayer List. Starting January 1, 2024 (December 31st bulletin) 
all names currently listed will be removed unless you call the 
corresponding Parish Office by December 27th to have the name 
remain. Names will remain on the Prayer List for three months 
and will then be removed. If at any time you would like to add 
or remove a person’s name, please call the Parish Office. 
 

GET YOUR HOLIDAY SHRIMP AT ST. RICHARD 
Frozen Pre-Cooked shrimp for sale after weekend Masses. Price 
is $15 per bag (26-30 count, 2-pound bag).  



  

 


