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• As a youth, you face many difficult and 
important decisions, but you have little 
personal experience to sharpen your 
judgment.

• Will you choose the upward way that 
lead to glory, or will you take the 
downward path to destruction?



• Allow this teaching to stand at the 
crossroads and help you choose the 
right road. 



• Allow this teaching to stand at the 
crossroads and help you choose the 
right road. 

• This teaching will encourage you to 
develop good character traits and a 
pleasant personality.



• It will also provide nuggets of timely 
advice for good dating practices and 
for finding God’s will in courtship.

“Not enjoyment, and not sorrow; 

Is our destined end or way, 

But to act, that each tomorrow 

Finds us farther than today.”
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow



Developing Good Character
• You have tremendous potential for good 

or evil-to serve God or the devil..”Know 
you not, that to whom you yield 
yourselves servants to obey, his servants 
you are to whom you obey; whether of 
sin unto death, or of obedience unto 
righteousness?” Romans 6:16
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• But you make smaller choices every day. 
These choices that you allow to rule your 
life-your thoughts and actions-produce 
your character.

• The way you think results in the way you 
act, and that’s what people say you are.

• Sometimes we say, "That person is a real 
character.”

• But we are not saying it right. Only his 
personality is showing. 



•Character is the 
way you are under 
the surface.!!!!!!!!



• It’s your moral strength and relates to 
standards of right and wrong. 
Character is like the steel rods in a 
bridge. They hold a bridge together. 
Bridges expand or contract, 
depending on the weather. Were it 
not for the steel rods in them, they 
would crumble. That’s how character 
is. It’s that inside part of us that 
makes us something. 
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What makes a good character?

It doesn’t just happen. 

Let’s look at five obvious good 
character traits:



1. Honesty. 

• Hebrews 13:18 says, “Pray for us: for we 
trust we have a good conscience, in all 
things willing to live honestly.” 

• Can you look your mother or your father in 
the eye and be completely honest and 
upfront?

• Can you look your minister in the eye without 
having to fear, “Will he ask something about 
my life that I don’t want him to know?”



• Are you honest? Honesty is basic and 
necessary in your relationship with God.

• It takes honesty to confess that you are a 
sinner and to receive Jesus Christ as your 
Savior

• A person who’s not honest and upfront is very 
difficult to trust. If he/she is not to be trusted, 
it spoils their testimony.



2. Dependability.
• Do you have a character that your father and 

mother can depend on?

• “He that is faithful in that which is least is 
faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in 
the least is unjust also in much”       Luke 16:10 

• If you make an agreement, do you keep it? 
That’s dependability. Does it mean something 
to you?

• God’s people ought to be dependable. Their 
word ought to mean exactly what it says. If 
they make an agreement, they need to keep 
it.



3. Unselfishness.

• Are you unselfish? Does it have to go 
your way when you play a game? 

• Does it have to go your way when you’re 
discussing something?

• Are you willing to help others even when 
you had something else planned?

• Can you give up your will if your parents 
ask you to, or do you get upset and say 
they don’t understand?



4. Helpfulness.

• Will you help your brother or sister when 
he or she needs help? Can you see when 
your father or mother needs help? Can 
you see when they’re overworked and 
tired? 

• Do you tell Mother to take a nap or rest 
while you do the work?



5. Respectful

• Do you have a deep respect for God? Today 
we talk much more freely about God, but it 
seems we may have less respect. This is not to 
say that we should stop talking about God, 
but do you really respect God? This is the 
question we need to ask ourselves.

• Do you have a proper attitude of worship?

• Read Mark 2:27,Isaiah 58:13-14, and Genesis 
2:2-3
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• Do you respect the civil authorities?

• Do you respect the police?

• We need to obey the law for our conscience 
sake

• We may disagree with the position a 
government leader takes on an issue, and it 
might be very difficult to respect him. But we 
still need to be very careful to respect those in 
authority. This includes the ministers in the 
church.



Do you respect your parents?



Bible Characters who were good 
examples of Good Character traits

• Joseph was an outstanding young man. He 
was only seventeen years old when he was 
sold to Egypt, and it seemed everything was 
against him. But Joseph didn’t complain about 
all the things that were against him. Instead of 
becoming bitter toward his brothers, he said, 
"You meant it for evil, but God meant it for 
good.” He could take setbacks; they didn’t 
bother him.



• Daniel “purposed in his heart that he would not 
defile himself with the portion of the king’s 
meat”(Daniel 1:8) He had a purpose. We want our 
lives to be a challenge, not a compromise. Any dead 
fish can go down the river, but it takes a live fish to 
swim up the river. What did those people say when 
they wanted to kill Daniel? They said, “We shall not 
find any occasion against this Daniel, except we find 
it against him concerning the law of his God(Daniel 
6:5). 

• Can your friends say that about you?



• David met Goliath’s challenge. In 1 Samuel 
17:33, Saul told David, :”You are not able to go 
against this Philistine to fight with him: you 
are but a youth, and he a man of war from his 
youth.” Saul was responsible to take care of 
Goliath, but he reneged on his responsibility. 
What did David say? He told Goliath, “You 
come to me with a sword, and with a spear, 
and with a shield, but I come to you in the 
Name of the LORD.” If Saul had gone in the 
Name of the LORD, he too could have taken 
care of the job.
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Basic Facts of Life
1. Man was made in the image of God (Genesis 

1:27). 

• Does that mean we look like God? I don’t think 
so.

• The Bible does talk about God’s hands and so 
forth, but Genesis 5:1 says that Adam was made 
in His likeness. God is holy and righteous. That is 
how we should be like Him

• James 3:9 talks about “the similitude of God.”To 
some degree, Christians are partakers of the 
divine nature.



2. Man will reap what he sows (Galatians 6:7). We will 
address this topic later.
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4:23). You can’t always cover up the things that are 
down in your heart. The evil things a person says 
come from the heart, and they defile a man. 
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2. Man will reap what he sows (Galatians 6:7). We will 
address this topic later.

3. The issues of life come out of the heart (Proverbs 
4:23). You can’t always cover up the things that are 
down in your heart. The evil things a person says 
come from the heart, and they defile a man. 
(Matthew 12:35, 15:18)

4. Man has an immortal soul. According to Genesis 
2:7, God breathed into Adam the breath of life, and 
he became a living soul. A hundred years from now, 
you will exist somewhere because of this breath of 
life







5. “It is more blessed to give than to 
receive”(Acts 20:35). Those words were 
spoken by the Lord Jesus, and they apply to 
any person and to any situation in life.



5. “It is more blessed to give than to 
receive”(Acts 20:35). Those words were 
spoken by the Lord Jesus, and they apply to 
any person and to any situation in life.

• Considering these basic facts, shouldn’t you 
be looking ahead five or ten years? Hebrews 
12:16-17 tells us that Esau sold his birthright 
for a bowl of soup because he was hungry. He 
did not look very far ahead. Look ahead, don’t 
just think about what is happening now.
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flock together. And disobedient people seem 
to find each other.
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• Choose your companions among faithful 
friends. It is still a fact that birds of a feather 
flock together. And disobedient people seem 
to find each other.

• Strong friends can often help weaker ones, 
but the weak ones seem to go off in their own 
group and turn away from the very ones who 
could help them.

• Be patient about the future. Wait. Lust says, 
"Now!” Love can wait. God is not in a hurry, 
but He is always on time.



• Give yourself honestly and completely to God.
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• Give yourself honestly and completely to God.

• Time will reveal whether you are genuine.

• You can’t always cover up. 

• Remember you are accountable

• Should we live it up and then pay for it later?

• Is living for pleasure all that the world says it 
is?

• Is it enjoyable to have your own way? No, it is 
not!



Tactics of the Enemy
• We have an enemy. Don’t think for a minute 

that everything is going in our favor. It’s not. 
The Bible tells us in 2 Corinthians 2:11 that we 
are not ignorant of Satan’s devices. He is a 
real, evil spirit. “Resist the devil,“ James 4:7 
tells us. 



Tactics of the Enemy
• We have an enemy. Don’t think for a minute 

that everything is going in our favor. It’s not. 
The Bible tells us in 2 Corinthians 2:11 that we 
are not ignorant of Satan’s devices. He is a 
real, evil spirit. “Resist the devil,“ James 4:7 
tells us. 

• Satan is furiously using the time he has left, 
because he knows that his doom is sealed  
and that he has only a short time.



• There is a story that illustrates how Satan gets 
you accustomed to sin. A poor boy lived close 
to a river where ducks swam. The river wasn’t 
very deep, and the ducks would go into the 
weeds sometimes. The little boy tried to catch 
the ducks, but he couldn’t. Finally he devised 
a plan to catch them. He floated pumpkins 
down the river. When the first pumpkin 
floated by, the ducks took off, but he kept 
floating pumpkins down the river until the 
ducks got so used to them that they no longer 
moved away.



• Finally this poor boy took a big pumpkin, 
carved it out, cut holes in it, and put over his 
head. Then he went under the water ,with 
only the pumpkin showing so that the ducks 
weren’t scared of him anymore. He could get 
close to them, grab their legs, and pull them 
under the water.



• That’s what Satan does. He gets you 
accustomed to sin, and he wants you to nurse 
your carnal attitude. Proverbs 9:17 says, 
“Stolen waters are sweet, and bread eaten in 
secret is pleasant.” Satan promotes the idea 
that secret sin is pleasant. 



• That’s what Satan does. He gets you 
accustomed to sin, and he wants you to nurse 
your carnal attitude. Proverbs 9:17 says, 
“Stolen waters are sweet, and bread eaten in 
secret is pleasant.” Satan promotes the idea 
that secret sin is pleasant. 

• He traps you into thinking that something 
done behind the ministers back or behind 
your parent’s back is thrilling. But remember, 
it’s all a trick of Satan.
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Developing Godly Personality
• Earlier ,we had talked about character. Now I 

would like to talk about personality. 

• Your personality is what people see when they 
look at you. It’s on the surface.

• Some people’s personality is only skin-deep.

• You can be the life of the party when you’re 
out in public. But how are you at home with 
your father and mother or with your siblings?



• Personality can be like cotton candy. It can be 
nice and big, but have no substance. 
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• Personality is the sum total of our ideas, our 
habits, our feelings, our purposes, our 
motives, our ideals, our emotions, and our 
attitudes. 

• Personality should be the expression of our 
character. 

• It’s the window where people, can see what 
our character is unless we camouflage it and 
cover it up.
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God wants to use our personalities to be the 
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they are inside, so they put up a front. But 
God wants to use our personalities to be the 
door and window through which He can show 
Himself to the world

• Your personality should reflect your inner 
heart. Ask yourself how you can have a good 
personality. And you can have a good 
personality by developing a good character.

• Ask yourself, 
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• Why do I do silly things?

• Why do I try to impress people ? We reap 
what we sow, and so we should sow good 
things (Galatians 6: 7-8)

• Sow Greed, Reap no friends

• Sow unwholesome reading, reap a soiled 
mind

• Sow gossip, reap a restless conscience and a 
loss of friends

• Sow man’s reasoning, reap despair and 
hopelessness.
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“He that sows to the Spirit shall of the Spirit 
reap life everlasting. And let us not be weary 
in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, 
if we faint not” (Galatians 6:8-9)



• But look what it says about the other side. 
“He that sows to the Spirit shall of the Spirit 
reap life everlasting. And let us not be weary 
in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, 
if we faint not” (Galatians 6:8-9)

• Sow church attendance, 



• But look what it says about the other side. 
“He that sows to the Spirit shall of the Spirit 
reap life everlasting. And let us not be weary 
in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, 
if we faint not” (Galatians 6:8-9)

• Sow church attendance, reap knowledge of 
truth



• But look what it says about the other side. 
“He that sows to the Spirit shall of the Spirit 
reap life everlasting. And let us not be weary 
in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, 
if we faint not” (Galatians 6:8-9)

• Sow church attendance, reap knowledge of 
truth

• Sow church attendance, 



• But look what it says about the other side. 
“He that sows to the Spirit shall of the Spirit 
reap life everlasting. And let us not be weary 
in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, 
if we faint not” (Galatians 6:8-9)

• Sow church attendance, reap knowledge of 
truth

• Sow church attendance, reap Christian 
fellowship



• But look what it says about the other side. 
“He that sows to the Spirit shall of the Spirit 
reap life everlasting. And let us not be weary 
in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, 
if we faint not” (Galatians 6:8-9)

• Sow church attendance, reap knowledge of 
truth

• Sow church attendance, reap Christian 
fellowship

• Sow temperance, 



• But look what it says about the other side. 
“He that sows to the Spirit shall of the Spirit 
reap life everlasting. And let us not be weary 
in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, 
if we faint not” (Galatians 6:8-9)

• Sow church attendance, reap knowledge of 
truth

• Sow church attendance, reap Christian 
fellowship

• Sow temperance, reap health and strength
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• Sow kind words, reap loving favor.

• Sow prayer, reap power and growth in the 
inner man.

• Sow Christian service, reap joy in this life and 
rewards in Heaven



END OF SESSION 1
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God Wants You
• God wants your vision. 

• He wants your enthusiasm.

• “Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy 
Youth, while the evil days come not, or the 
years draw nigh, when you will say I have no 
pleasure in them”(Ecclesiastes 12:1)

• He wants your heart filled with love and 
devotion to His cause.
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• He wants your will, your time, and your talent.

• He wants your strength, your youth, your 
vitality

• He wants your fellowship

• Why would you want to come to the end of 
your life and say, “God, here I am, worn out, 
lived for the devil all of my life”?

• All Heaven rejoices over every sinner who 
repents, young or old, but God wants you 
when you are young. Few people choose to 
serve God after they get 50 or 60 years old.
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old most people are pretty well as they will 
be. 
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• Someone once said that at thirty-five years 
old most people are pretty well as they will 
be. 

• Few people will change a whole lot after that.

• Most people who get saved do so before 
they’re twenty years old. Be thankful there 
are some who repent later as well.

• Gods plan is to grow out of childhood and 
youth and become mature Christians and take 
responsibility
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The Better Road
• The fruit of obedience involves our 

consecration to God and to our parents. 

• It involves service

• It involves respect for God’s Word and for 
those in authority-the government, the 
ministers, and your parents

• Build strong relationships on love and 
trust.
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A Code of Ethics
• You need a definite code of ethics. That 

means a system of not only do’s and 
don’ts but also will’s and will not’s

• Sometimes people have the idea that the 
Christian life is a lot of do’s and don’ts, 
but really it’s a lot of will’s and won’ts. 

• You must decide for yourself that you 
won’t do this and you will do that. 
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right. 
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• That brings us back to the thought of 
character being strong in the inner man to do 
right. 

• Such a set of moral principles-rights and 
wrongs- is Christian ethics.

• You will need a code of ethics for when you   
start a courtship or begin dating.

• Maintaining a hands-off courtship is strongly 
recommended. Someone said “It’s just natural 
for an eighteen-year-old boy to hold the hand 
of an eighteen-year-old girl.”
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• Maybe it is natural, but it’s not spiritually 
healthy and can lead to having an impure 
mind. (1 Timothy 5:22)

• Keep your mind, your life, and your 
conduct pure.

• It is difficult to discern God’s will for your 
life if you become intimate before 
courtship.

• It is more urgent to be right with God 
than it is to find a life companion.



• Courtship or dating is a time of seeking 
companionship with the opposite sex

• A Christian uses God’s methods.

• In Genesis 2:20, Adam recognized there was 
nobody he could relate to, but he didn’t need 
to go looking for a wife. God brought him a 
wife.
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• There are several things we can do to 
help us find God’s direction.

• First is the still, small voice, or the Holy 
Spirit

• We can hear the still, small voice as a 
result of serious meditation and prayer 
before God.

• We need to spend time with God and ask 
for His leading

• How do you know God’s leading? 
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• Through such clear principles of God’s Word, 
you can find God’s will for your life.

• Find God’s will through observation. Usually 
you don’t find someone without first meeting 
and observing her. Example of this is if she 
does not like to wash dishes than you can be 
sure she will not enjoy keeping house.

• Find God’s will through the counsel of your 
parents

• Here is a checklist for both young men and 
young women
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• You must be born again

• You must be submissive to your 
parents and support the church and 
the church standards

• You must desire to maintain purity

• You must live a victorious Christian 
life

• You must be mature enough to bring 
your friend to a closer walk with God
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• Courtship should take place in the 
afternoon (Romans 13:12-13)

• Courtship should take place in the girls 
home.

• Love does not need physical touch. 

• Loose courtship practices have caused 
many heartaches. Girls, your modest 
dress is a strong defense against the 
passions of wicked boys.
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• Boys, on the first date it’s your responsibility 
to set some goals, some code of ethics.

• It’s your responsibility to say how you will 
have devotions and other such things. If you 
set some goals and plan your dates, you will 
not spend a lot of time alone. Girls want you 
to decide how to conduct the courtship.

• Make it clear that you want to have hands 
off.

• Decide what kind of Bible study you want to 
have.
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• Plan what you will do; don’t just 
sit together.

• Do things such as visiting the 
elderly.
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• How do you want to come to your 
wedding day? 

• Do you want to look at your 
companion and say, “I’ve kept 
myself all my life for this day.

• I’ve kept myself pure and holy.

• I’ve kept my body pure
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• We need young people who have 
backbone

• We need young people who can say “NO”

• We need young people who are 
teachable.

• We need young people to help each 
other

• We need young people who are 
peaceable at home, who grow in grace, 
who are better doers than dreamers.
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