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UAS Legal Issues



mailto:dmcdermott@schaumburg.com

Disclaimer

The information in this presentation is
not legal advice.

Rules and laws may (an probably will)
change.

Check with your local State’s
Attorney’s Office or your employer’s
legal counsel.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sWTVc8JG3UU

Woest  Nuishell Serics
: MICHAEL G. COLLING

Civil Rights Section

- : 1983
Considerations L fiestiog

Avg. 2 cases per year until 1961. Now over 100,000 a year

?; .l:i-u-'!-

A-& o : WEST.



. ' -

TitIe 42 USC Section 1983
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Do not use your drone for intrusive body searches.

https://geekolog-ie.com/2018/07/guy-performs-classic-puII-a-tabIecIoth-o.php



https://geekologie.com/2018/07/guy-performs-classic-pull-a-tablecloth-o.php

You can be charged and convicted of federal civil rights
violations even if the complainant does not sue.
U.S. v. Brown 7" Cir. 2017



https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/breaking/84796360-132.html

Conspiracy to Violate Constitutional Rights 42 U.S.C Section 1985

Result of
actions
between 2
or more
officers

Includes failure to act:

Failure to intervene when
present during an ongoing
civil rights violation.

Punitive damages
responsibility of officer!
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Attorney fees paid by loser

W%l

May be higher than amount awarded

Ex: attorney got $1000 settlement for client,
received $459,000 in attorney’s fees

So, even if your conduct did not cause great injury or damage, it can still cost a lot of $$$$
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Defense - Qualified Immunit
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Law is not settled on the issue at time of violation such as
that the reasonable officer would not know that he or she
committed a violation. -\







M United States v. Causby 328 U.S. 256 (1946)
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Awarded $1,060 for the \\ -i{' NG \*Jf & .
decline in the value of ‘ | N -
their land, plus $375 for )
the dead poultry.
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Common law rule'wa
property.and all of th |
property “into the peri \ niverse.”
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Officer must be Plain View Doctrine

lawfully present in
the area where the
evidence is
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