




• Stray animals 

• Owner Surrender 

• Returned adoption 

• Puppies and Kittens 



• A healthy and safe environment for their foster animals 

• Transportation to and from the shelter and all vet appointments 

as needed 

• Socialization and cuddle time to help teach animals positive 

family and pet relationships 

• Lots of exercise and positive stimulation to help them develop into 

great dogs 



• As much time as you can. With that said, the 

amount of time will vary depending on the 

energy level and needs of the dog you are 

fostering. It is ideal to spend around two hours 

a day exercising and playing with your foster 

animal to ensure that he or she receives 

adequate socialization and stimulation.  



• YES you can!  The foster application is designed as a survey to help 

us match you with the best animal for your needs and your current 

schedule. If you have a full-time job, the foster coordinator will 

match you with an animal who may be OK alone during the 

workday.   You would then just need to provide ample exercise 

before or after you go to work. 



• Yes!  Even if you do have a fenced yard, we request that you 

supervise all outdoor activities with the foster dog.   And we ask 

that you always keep him or her on a leash when you’re on walks. 



How long will the dog need to be in foster care? 

• Ideally, foster dogs stay in their assigned foster homes until they get 

adopted or until the foster parent and HSW agree the animal is 

ready to return to the shelter to be put on the adoption floor! 



Will I need to give medicine to my foster dog? 

• It depends on the animal.  Some animals do not require any 

medicine, others may.  If your foster pet needs medications, we can 

show you how to administer them before you take the animal 

home.  If you are not comfortable with administering the 

medication, you do not have to foster the animal. 



Can I let my foster dog play with my personal pets? 

• There are a few guidelines that we ask foster families to adhere to 

regarding their personal pets. While foster dogs playing with other 

pets is often fine, we advise that you consult with your veterinarian 

before fostering to ensure that all of your personal pets are healthy 

and up-to-date on all vaccines. Dogs in shelters are very susceptible 

to illness and can carry or catch different diseases. If, for any reason, 

your personal pet becomes ill while you are fostering a HSW pet, 

we do not provide medical care for your personal pet. 



• AWESOME!  If you want to adopt a foster dog, you will need to 

complete an adoption application and follow the full adoption process. If 

you do decide to adopt your foster dog, please contact the HSW staff 

member right away because once the dog is up for adoption, we cannot 

hold him/her for anyone, including the foster parent. 



What if I need to go out of town? 

• No problem!  Contact HSW ASAP so accommodations can be made at 

the shelter for your foster pet.   

• You cannot leave your foster pet with an unauthorized person or pet 

sitter.   We have specific training for foster parents, and pet sitters have 

not undergone that training or signed the release waivers for the foster 

program. 



What if my foster animal bites me? 

• If your foster pet bites you and breaks 

skin, causing you to bleed, you need to 

report the bite to HSW within 24 

hours of when the bite occurred.   The 

teeth of the animal, not the nails, must 

have broken the skin. If you are unsure, 

then please report the bite anyway. 



What if my foster pet is not working out? 



• When you take your foster dog home, he may be frightened or unsure 
about what’s happening, so it’s 

• important not to overwhelm him. 

• Prepare a special area for the foster dog to help ease his adjustment

• into a new home environment.

• Sometimes it is better to confine the foster dog to a small room or 

• area at first, to let him adjust before giving him free rein in your home. 
• This area should be large enough for an appropriately sized crate for the dog and 

should allow the dog access to his food and  water dishes and toys. 



• We request that all foster dogs be housed indoors only. A garage, 
backyard or outdoor run is not a suitable accommodation for a foster 
dog. 

• During the first couple of weeks, minimize the people and pet 
introductions to your foster dog, so that they only meet immediate 
family and your personal pets. 

• If you have other pets at home, it is especially important to give your 
foster dog a space of her own where she can stay while getting used to 
all the new sounds and smells. 

• Don’t leave your foster dog unattended in your home with your personal 
pets until you are comfortable that all of the animals can interact safely. 



















• Yes.  
“see you later!” 








