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The Beachcomber

Hernando Beach
Property Owners
Association

Our next meeting
will be held
Thursday,
March 5, 2026
at 7:00pm Y
Hernando Beach 3 \

Yacht Club 4 i\
4163 Shoal Line Blvd. PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Doors open at 6:00pm.

By: Diane Fournier

Hello again to all my fellow HBPOA members. As | write this it appears that we
have finally made it through the last of the cold fronts that have given us way too
many chilly days and overnight low temperatures in the 20's and 30's. | sure
hope that we can finally look forward to more pleasant weather as Spring ap-

The purpose of = [iseti=3

IERCIEDIPLHBIRER March is the month that ushers in Spring with the vernal equinox and it's also

to unite the the month when we pay homage to mathematics with Pi Day (March 14), to bas-

ket ball with March Madness, and to all things Irish with St. Patrick's Day (March

proPerty owners of 17). Will you be the one at our March meeting to guess how many lucky coins

sl=ldaElalelo) 2= 1e1a 0 | are in the leprechaun's jar? Your hospitality committee will also be running a gift

basket raffle at the meeting. They are planning to make that a feature at all fu-
ture meetings.

We enjoyed a very good turnout for our February 5™ meeting. We welcomed
Mike Garcia from “Dam It Defense” as one of our business speakers. Mike ex-
plained how the company was started up in the aftermath of hurricane Helene
and he showed samples of the materials they use to provide a watertight barrier
in doorways, garage doors or other openings through which flood water might
enter a building. The system is modular so can be installed to whatever height is
desired in 8 inch increments. They offer an optional service to store the panels
at their location and install the product when a hurricane is forecast then remove
and store the panels afterwards. Mike explained that their product is not intend-
ed as a full perimeter barrier since that would be do-able but very costly. In re-

(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 1)

sponse to a question regarding applicability of
this product to a stilt house with break-away walls
Mike indicated that their focus to date has been
on single level homes and this would need fur-
ther study. We appreciated Mike sharing his
company's story and product information and an-
swering our questions.

We had a second business highlight presentation
by Sheryl and Pat Coggins, owners/operators of
Marina Rose Cruises. They discussed the vari-
ous types of scheduled cruises available and al-
so the options available to someone wanting to
hire the Marina Rose, or possibly a smaller craft,
for a special event. Some examples they men-
tioned included birthdays, weddings, and
“celebrations of life”.  Several members com-
mented on their own very positive experiences on
the Marina Rose. Sheryl and Pat appreciate the
community's continued support and we in turn
are grateful for their active involvement with the
Hernando Beach community and especially their
support of HBPOA.

Our Valentine cupcake eating contest provided a
fun break from the more serious business at
hand as the volunteer contestants displayed their
individual techniques to unwrap and devour mini-
cupcakes in record time. Thanks to all the “good
sports” who volunteered to compete and to eve-
ryone who cheered them on. It was fun.

Attention golfers! Tammy Spurlock, owner of
“‘Back Nine” will be speaking at our March 5
membership meeting. “Back Nine” is a new busi-
ness in Spring Hill offering indoor golf. Yes, you
read that correctly, indoor golf available 24 hours
a day! Come to our meeting on March 5 to hear
more about what they have to offer. As always,
we welcome guests so invite your golfer friends
and neighbors to join us and learn more about
this new business on the local scene.

We will also be hosting P&C Solutions LLC, a
locally based insurance office in Spring Hill. April
Wilcox (owner) and Meredith Wakely (sales
agent) will be presenting an educational overview
of homeowners insurance for Hernando Beach
property owners. They plan to discuss coverage
basics, hurricane and wind deductibles, flood in-
surance misconceptions, rebuilding costs, and
common policy pitfalls for coastal properties.

The Beachcomber

Published by Hernando Beach Property Owners Association

Deadline for ads, articles, and news:
March 10th for publication in our
April Issue.

Yearly advertising prices:
Black & White:
1/4 page - $200

1/2 page - $350 - best buy
full size - $675

Yearly advertising prices:
Color:
1/4 page - $375
1/2 page - $700
full size - $1400

Interested in advertising with the
Beachcomber and reaching hundreds of
Hernando Beach Residents
please e-mail or call:

Jennifer Brown, Editor (352)678-1795
HBPOABeachcomber@gmail.com

They are looking forward to answering your ques-
tions and concerns and to addressing real world
scenarios.

Our hospitality team is busy planning several so-
cial events throughout the year. The first of these
will be a luau which will take the place of our April
business meeting. There will be more infor-
mation at our next meeting and in the next
Beachcomber so stay tuned, but in the meantime
you might want to get out your Hawaiian shirts,
muumuu's, and grass skirts and polish up your
hula moves. ALOHA!

| look forward to seeing you at our next member-
ship meeting on Thursday, March 5. The meet-
ing starts at 7 and the Yacht Club doors open at
6. Please bring your non-perishable food dona-
tions to the meeting for our continuing food drive.
Remember, YOU are the best ambassador for
our association. Invite your neighbors to join you
for a meeting or event so they can experience
first hand what we are all about and consider
joining HBPOA themselves.

Rich Grega
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Hernanolo Beach Property Owners Assoclation

P. O. Box 3198, Spring Hill, FL 34611-3198

2026 Board of Directors

President: Richard Grega
Vice President: Dennis Wakely
Secretary: Denis Polyn
Treasurer: Jen Brown
Director: Bobbi Caccamisi
Director: Virginia Scheffer
Director: Jerald Markuson
Director: Dave Skinner
Director: Sheryl Coggins
Parliamentarian:

2026 Committee Chairperson

Governmental Affairs Committee -
Landscaping Committee - Bill Roberts
Membership Committee - Judith Hughes
Hospitality Committee - Gay Colleypriest
Beachcomber - Jen Brown

Bylaw Committee - Barry Holland

HERNANDO BEACH PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION
2026 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION & RENEWAL FORM

HBPOA meetings are held the 1st Thursday of every month.
Meetings are held at the HBYC - 4163 Shoal Line Blvd, the doors open at 6:30pm and meetings start at 7pm.

Dues are $40.00 annually and include the Beachcomber Newsletter mailed to you.
Annual dues are due by January 1st every year and are NOT prorated.
Members who join in November or December are considered paid up as members for the following year.

D New Member Renewal from 2025 D Prefer to receive the Beachcomber by email
1) Name

Phone number Email

2) Name

Phone number Email

| would like to help with

Mailing Address:

Hernando Beach Property Address:
Eligible members are the property owner(s) listed on the property deed, as owner(s) of record on file with the Hernando County

Property Appraiser's office, as owners named on the purchase agreement if the deed has not yet been recorded, individuals named in trust agreements that have present
legal ownership of that property and the spouses of such property owners whether or not listed on property deeds and records. (Section 3.3 of the HBPOA Bylaws)

| grant permission and consent to the Hernando Beach Property Owners Association for the non-profit use of any photograph(s) taken by the HBPOA, or submitted by me
for presentation to the HBPOA, under any legal condition, including but not limited to publicity, copyright purposes, illustration, advertising, and web content.

If paying online please complete the online application with method of payment through our website at www.hernandobeachpoa.com.

Make Check payable to HBPOA and mail with application/renewal to:
HBPOA, PO Box 3198, Spring Hill, FL 34611-3198
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March

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Land Use HBPOA Swamp Fest Front Porch
9am Membership Art Walk
Meeting 7pm 10am - 2pm
Swamp Fest
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Swamp Fest HCUD FFL Class | BOCC Meeting HCUD Rain Art in the Park
11am West 9am Barrel Workshop
Hernando Library 10am
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Art in the Park St. Patrick's Day HCUD Water HB Crime Watch
Awareness 10am | Meeting
15365 Cortez Blvd
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
BOCC Meeting Gun & Knife
9am Show
29 30 31
Gun & Knife
Show

WHY WORK WITH ANYONE ELSE?

New office at 3193 Shoal Line Blvd, Hernando Beach

(across from the Lazy Lizard)

$51.F Million
, in 2025 in Sales

= =

3

3208 GULE WINDS CIR

In 2025, | had $51.7 MILLION in SALES with $40.9 MILLION in
WATERFRONT sales alone!!! Why pick anyone else to sell
your property? The choice is clear, you should list with the
local expert who was BORN AND RAISED IN HERNANDO BEACH.

Agent

of the year
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“anpo st




- ; “

FROM LONDON TO BEIJING TO JOHANNESBURG AND BEYOND, OUR COMPANY IS
PROUD TO WORK WITH THE VERY BEST COMPANIES ACROSS THE GLOBE — LEADING
REAL ESTATE COMPANIES OF THE WORLD®. CONNECTED TO 550 MARKET-LEADING
REAL ESTATE FIRMS WITH 4,800 OFFICES WORLDWIDE IN OVER 70 COUNTRIES, WE
HAVE THE ABILITY TO TRUTHFULLY DECLARE, “WE’'RE LOCAL. WE’'RE GLOBAL".”

DENNIS
REALTY T

(352) 606-3911 | DENNISREALTY.COM
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S & G Stucco and Stone LI.C

With over a decade of experience in stucco repair and installation,
S & G Stucco and Stone LLC is the perfect choice for all of your
stucco projects.

We specialize in Stucco, Stone, Poly-Foam, Painting, Repairs and
Installation.

Whether you are a homeowner looking to repair exterior residen-
tial damage, a property owner looking to update the exterior fa-
cade of your home, or a new home builder looking for a stucco
specialist for new builds, we’ve got you covered.

Unlike general contractors who work on all projects, we specialize
onlyin stucco. That means when you hire us, you hire a contractor
that knows everything about stucco.

We are Licensed and Insured. You can put your trust in us as we
will always guarantee our workmanship for a full year from the
date of completion of your project whether big or small.

Innovative Deszgns Dependable Quality, On Time & On Budget!”

SandGStuccoandStone.com
(352)340-3979 ® SandGStucco@gmail.com

Unfinished Business - none
New Business — July 4 Boat Parade
Next Board Meeting — Mar 2

Hernando Beach Property Owners -
e Next Membership Meeting — Mar 5

Association Inc.
Membership Meeting Minutes -

February 5, 2026 Membership comments
Announcements/Reminders:

Call to Order — 7 pm Canned food drive is on-going, bring donations
Pledge of Allegiance to our meetings

Motion to adopt the agenda passed e Front Porch Art Walk - 1st Saturdays 10 a.m. to
Motion to adopt minutes of the January 8, 2026, 2 p.m.

meeting passed e Adjournment — 8:30 pm

Recognition of Guests and New Members

Business Highlights Minutes Provided by:

Dam It Defense (Mike Garcia) — metallic home  Denis Polyn

barriers for floods

Marina Rose (Pat & Sheryl Coggins) — two dif-

ferent boats available

Valentine Cupcake Challenge HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE
10 Minute Break

Officer and Committee Reports

President

Treasurer's Report/Beachcomber/Calendar — no
questions on report, seeking photos for calen-

dar
Membership — 113 households, 28 new house- We know you are a member of HBPOA because

holds you are reading this article in the Beachcomber.

Hospitality — Luau (4/2), meeting doors in future However, we are wondering how many have at-
will open at 6 pm instead of 6:30 pm (Continued on page 8)

Hello Hernando Beach,

Welcome to our unique community known as Her-
nando Beach. We are glad you decided to join us.




(Continued from page 7)

tended our monthly meetings. If you have not giv-
en yourself the opportunity to attend, let us tell you
a little about the first Thursday of each month. At
our meetings you will meet many of your neighbors
and learn about the goings on in Hernando Beach
and in Hernando County. You can learn how the
decisions of the Hernando County Board of County |§
Commissioners (aka BOCC) can affect our com-
munity.  Our social hour begins at 6:00 pm and
meetings begin at 7:00. Each meeting we strive to
have informational speakers and local business
highlighted to help you learn more about Hernando
Beach. HBPOA also hosts social events each year
in lieu of our formal meeting. Perhaps you have
attended the Ice Cream Social or Octoberfest. And,
of course we have a wonderful Holiday Party each
December.

Surely you are aware that we have great restau-
rants here at the beach (where there is no beach).
However, you will find a beach at Pine Island a few
miles to the West. The Hernando Beach Yacht
Club, The Hernando Beach Club, and many groups
in which you may become involved are available.
The Ladies Breakfast meets each month at the Sil-
ver Dolphin on the third Wednesday at 9:00 am.
The first Saturday of each month brings us the Her-
nando Beach Front Porch Art Walk. We have very
talented artists in our midst. Each Tuesday from
1:00 to 3:00 a group of ladies get together for
games and social time. If Mahjongg is your inter-
est, we can accommodate that also.

Boating and fishing off Hernando Beach is popular
and probably why you landed in our beautiful com-
munity. Of course, we are privileged to be adjacent
to the Weeki Wachee Preserve. And did you know
bald eagles are a common sight especially during
nesting season? Oh yes, from Kennedy Space
Center you can see the space flights. There are
apps that will alert you when takeoff is scheduled.
Beginning February 2026 through April 2026 the
flight to the moon is scheduled. Be watchful.

Our location is very conducive to day trips to Tam-
pa, St. Petersburg, and Orlando.

So you can see that it won’t take long for you to
become immersed in Hernando Beach

We hope to see you at our March meeting. Stop
by the greeting desk and say “Hello”

Until next month....

Judith Hughes

HURRICANE DAMAGE PREVENTION

WSA:

TREE SERVICE

Complete Tree Trimming, Removcl
' & Stump Grinding

$2 Million Liability * Workmans’ Comp
FREE ESTIMATES &

EVALUATION

352-596-1333
1-866-872-5888

WWwW.usatreeservice.com
\;sa Md\tuund \mu D;xc()\u

1 0%

with this ad 10% »

Present at time of estimate OFF

Not valid with other discounts

OFF

HERNANDO BEACH PROPERTY
OWNER'S ASSOCIATION FOOD
DRIVE

PLEASE DONATE TO THOSE IN NEED!
ACCEPTING CANNED FOOD AND NON-PERISHABLE
ITEMS AT OUR MONTHLY MEETINGS

LET'S HELP OUR COMMUNITY!
ALL DONATIONS WILL GO TO PEOPLE HELPING
PEOPLE




Offering Fixed Price Will Packages

-Wills and Trusts
-Probate

-Real Estate
-Civil Litigation

Offices Hernando,

H E NGE S B ACH Citrus and Pasco
O

Phone: (352) 683-1963

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW www.naturecoastlaw.com
RAIN BARREL WORKSHOP the workshop to confirm your spot.
oPayment can be mailed/dropped off to

What is a Rain Barrel? HCUD.
Rain barrels capture water from a roof and hold it «Make checks payable to "HCUD". If
for later use such as on lawns, gardens or indoor mailed, be sure to label the envelope
plants. Collecting roof runoff in rain barrels reduc-  "ATTN: Rain Barrel".
es the amount of water that flows from your prop- ¢ Each person in attendance may purchase
erty. It's a great way to conserve water and it's one barrel. We allow purchases of up to
free water for use in your landscape. (US EPA. four (4) barrels per household.
(2015, August 17). Soak Up the Rain: Rain « HCUD customers who purchase a rain bar-
Barrels.). rel can receive a $30 credit towards their

water bill for the first barrel purchased.
HCUD'’s Rain Barrel Workshops provide hands-
on instruction on how to properly install, maintain, March13, 2026 at 10am
and use rain barrels at home. Participants learn 15365 Cortez Blvd
best practices for water conservation and storm-
water management and may have the opportuni-
ty to purchase or receive a rain barrel as part of |
the program.

Attending a Rain Barrel Workshop

« Attendance for educational purposes is
free.

« Rain barrels are $67, payable by check or
money order only.
oPayment must be received BEFORE

Rain Barrel Workshdhs



https://www.epa.gov/soakuptherain/soak-rain-rain-barrels
https://www.epa.gov/soakuptherain/soak-rain-rain-barrels
https://www.epa.gov/soakuptherain/soak-rain-rain-barrels

Hernando Beach Marina is an all inclusive FULL SERVICE
marina with mechanical/boat maintenance, ship store,
boat rentals and bottom painting.
We have the most reliable High/Dry with two forklifts and
Wet Slips available for rent and transients.

You'’ll feel confident in storing your boat in our

safe gated yard.

. Protection against the elements

. Secure gated facility

. Access to work/wash racks

« Unlimited launches
« Dockhand assistance

. Dual Forklifts for faster and more convenient service
. Certified mechanics on site

. Ship Store

« New high & dry building, spots available

Restaurant on premises.

Stop by for lunch or dinner at the Tropical Grill

www.hernandobeachmarinas.com

Email: hernandobeachmarina@yahoo.com

4139 Shoal Line Blvd, Hernando Beach, FL 34607

Phone: 352-596-2952

O’BRIEN &
DELZER nc.

INSURANCE

3317 SHOAL LINE BLVD.
HERNANDO BEACH, FL 34607
VOICE (352)683-6266
FAX (352)686-1321
TOLL FREE (888)559-6266

WE KNOW WATERFRONT PROPERTY
AND IT’S UNIQUE INSURANCE NEEDS!

WHO TO CALL...

CERT

(352)754-4083

Code Enforcement

(352)754-4056

County Commissioner
Brian Hawkins

(352)754-4146

HB Crime Watch

(352)754-6830

Fire Dept. (Non-Emergency)

(352)515-0924

Hernando Beach Club

(352)596-5878

Hernando Beach Boatlift Keys
John Hutchison

jwhutch1962@

outlook.com

Parks & Recreation

352)754-4027

Aquatic Services & Waterways

352)754-4742

Public Works

352)754-4060

Sheriff’s Dept. (Non-Emergency)

Utilities Dept.

352)754-4037

VFW Post 9236

352)596-9236

Republic/Seaside Sanitation

(
(
(
(352)754-6830
(
(
(

727)868-8566

HBPOA PHOTO CONTEST &
2027 CALENDAR

Photo Contest:

HBPOA will host its annual Hernando Beach photo
contest at our September 3rd, Ice Cream Social &
Membership Meeting. Please send your JPG or PNG
high quality photos to HBPOABeachcomb-
er@gmail.com with the subject “PHOTO CONTEST".
The theme is “Hernando Beach Life”. The deadline to
be included is August 15th and is open to HBPOA
members only.

2027 Calendar:

HBPOA will once again produce the “Hernando
Beach Life” calendar. We are looking for your best
HB life photos for 2027. The theme is “Hernando
Beach Life”. Please send your JPG or PNG high
quality photos to HBPOABeachcomber@gmail.com
with the subject “2027 CALENDAR”. The deadline to
be included is July 15th.

The boundaries for both are Osowaw Blvd to Jenkins
Creek and includes the Preserve & the Gulf. To be
included in both please use the subject “CALENDAR
& PHOTO CONTEST".
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o TRONGHOLD

MARINE CONSTRUCTION

Seawalls, Docks & Boat Lifts

Second Generation Marine Co

ntractor serving Hernando Beach.

L 7 14 1

P
] ) ) ) | ]
1 m ) ) J

727-857-7037

Seawalls@strongholdmarine.com




LOOKING TO SELL?

Services Include:

Professional Interior / Exterior Photos
_ Aerial Photos of Property / Local Attractions
B Aerial Parcel Lines / Gulf Access Lines
Virtual Walk-Throughs
Professional Quality Property Videos
Extensive Online National Marketing
Top-Notch, Hands-On Customer Service

Life-Long Hernando County Native
& Third Generation Broker.
Specializing in Waterfront Living.
Call for a free market analysis on
your home or vacant land.
Let’s chat!

Ly

e ',1,1'

N
LAGO
Broker - Realtor

352.206.5667

www.waterfrontlocations.com
www.hernandobeachhomes.com

HOME

£ ———
/\)}: YO\ )
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AMERICAN EXECUTIVE

TAX & FINANCIAIL. SERVICES

Wetisa W Doyt
BES®CTS™ CES™
Servicing you
in TWO locations in
Hernando County
for over 20 years

2621 Forest Rd
Spring Hill FL 34606

10 W Jefferson St
Brooksville FL 34601

(352)592-9833

www.taxandfinancial.us
melisa@taxandfinancial.us

facebook.com/

americanexecutivetaxandfinancial

Your Financial Well Being
and Peace of Mind...
Our TOP Priority

| have been helping my clients
plan and execute their financial
plan, integrating taxes
and estate planning for
over 20 years.
Let's team up and get started,
SO you enjoy can your
retirement with peace of mind!

Securities offered through J.W. Cole Financial, Inc. (JWC) Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory Services offered through J.W.Cole Advisors (JWCA).
American Executive Tax & Financial Services and JWC/JWCA are not affiliated entities. Neither JWC/JWCA nor its representatives provide legal,
tax preparation or accounting advice. Persons who provide such advice do so in a capacity other than as a representative of JWC/JWCA.




Argentine Bahia
Floratam

Zoysia
Provista

LAWNS

10-92LL££20000

\WeYproperlydremove)
\Wourloldiiawnyinstallifand)
irolljyourdnevwdsod)
1 85 3 B 2

Grading &'Wash Out 'Repair e
Designs & Installations *’Clean-Ups —— VETERAN

sssssssssss

Mulching ® Rock ) Asphalt Mi"ings ssssssssssssssssssssssssss
/Gravel Driveways Installed

EandscapeDesigniddinstalls Sheryl Coggins & Gay Colleypriest
All:Sod Sold 561-344-5662 - 407-353-5524
withiinstallation Only whiteboardtravel.com

S52-610-9998
FLST# 39068, CST# 2034468-50, HST# TAR-7058, WAST# 603-399-504

OId Fashioned Service with Today’s Technology
MIKEf”S AUTO BODY & REPAIR
R 'gziﬁdﬁgjé:y repers o O UCK OF THE IRISH:
. NtAaIt’:?L\I_);)rf)ve; A(leltltl)plrzrza?:ir §315 UFF =

Center
» Computerized Diagnostic

* 24/7 Towing and a s
N\ A * Foreign and Domestic . s
5BB @ « Courtesy Van  FREE Tire Rotation ==
NI =y " & Enterprise Rental OmsSite 0 7 niowime w0 FIUN 2
Call to schedule an appointment for FREE Written Repair Estimate
Brooksville Location Spring Hill Location Service Location
12217 Cortez Boulevard 15320 County Line Road 15604 County Line Road
Brooksville, Florida 3461 Spring Hill, Florida 34610 Spring Hill, Florida 34610
352-701-2999 727-862-9474 727-856-7850

HOURS: Monday-Friday 8:00am - 5:30pm e Saturday 8:00am - 12:30pm ¢ Closed Sunday

www.mikesautobodysh.net
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HERNANDO BEACH
PROPERTY OWNERS
ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP MEETING

MARCH 5, 2026
7:00PM

HB YACHT CLUB
4163 SHOAL LINE BLVD.

BLACK BEARS

¥ Did you know?

 Since the 1980s, the black
" bear population has been
M. ' expanding along with our

&"‘ human population.  Florida

% .{today and is projected to
. Jdreach almost 36 million by
2060. Urban sprawl is encroaching on traditional- °
ly remote areas, bringing people into prime bear
habitat. As a result, bears and people are en-
countering each other more than ever.

The mere presence of a black bear does not rep-
resent a problem. In fact, living in black bear
country can provide unique and rewarding expe-
riences! The best way to enjoy our wildlife is to
keep them wild and away from food sources like
garbage, pet food, and bird seed.

About Bears

Here are some quick facts you should know
about bears. For more information, see the above
links!

- Black bears are the only species of bear found
in Florida.

- FWC biologists estimate that there are approxi-
mately 4,050 black bears in Florida.

Hernando Sportsmeon's Club

& KNIFE SHOW
2 s

MARCH 28 & 29
Sat. 2AM-4PM Sun 9AM-3PM

9 1/2 MILES N OF HWY. 50

16121 COMMERCIAL WAY BROOKSVILLE
AT THE CLUB

352-597-9931

- Adult male black bears usually weigh between
250 to 350 Ibs. The largest adult male black bear
in Florida weighed 760 Ibs. Adult female black
bears are smaller than males, usually weighing
between 130 and 180 Ibs. The largest adult fe-
male black bear in Florida weighed 460 Ibs.

- Adult male black bears usually live within a 60
square mile area, whereas females usually live
within a 15 square mile area.

- Female bears have their first litter at about 3 %
years old and generally have a litter every other
year.

In Florida, the breeding season runs from June
to August and cubs are born around late January
or early February.

- Bears are excellent climbers and often climb
trees when they are frightened.

- About 80 percent of a black bear’s diet comes
from plants (e.qg., fruits, nuts, berries), 15 percent
from insects (e.g., termites, ants, yellow jackets)
and 5 percent from meat (e.g., opossums, arma-
dillos, carrion.

What Do Black Bears Have in Common With
All Bears?

Like all members of the bear family, black bears
are large, powerful mammals with rounded ears,
short tails, 5-toed feet, and large canine teeth.
Black bears walk flat-footed, just like people, with
all 5 toes on the ground. While they may look
slow because of their shuffling gait, black bears
can sprint at up to 35 miles an hour! Olympic gold

(Continued on page 16)
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SUNCOAST TURF CARE
&
PEST MANAGEMENT, INC.

A Lawn Spraying & Pest Control Comp

=SERVICES WE OFFER=

HOUSEHOLD PEST CONTROL
Four convenieni options to choose from
e Once -A-Year Pest Control <
» Every —Other-Month Pest Contro} =
= Quarterly Pest Control <
e Exterior Only Pest Control *
‘We control everything from Ants, Roaches, and Fleas
to Silverfish, Scorpions and Spiders!
Subterranean Termite Control

Li LAWN CARE

We car help you have a great lawn?
Liquid Fertilizer « Broadleaf Weed Control
Granular Fertilizer < Grassy Weed Control

Insect Control

SHRUB CARE

Fertilization = Insect Control

Call today for\a free estimate!

(352) 683-3348
or (800) 543-7830

We are located at
4058 LAMSON AVENUE

J/ SPRING HILL, FL 34608

N

by Bergmann’s Rule, which basically states spe-
cies of larger size are found in colder environ-
ments, and species of smaller size are found in
warmer regions. Bears as a Family follow this
principle — arctic male polar bears generally
weigh 779 to 1500 pounds, while male sun bears
only weigh 100 to 140 pounds and live in equato-
rial regions. Black bears as a Species do not fol-
low Bergmann’s Rule, Florida black bears on av-
erage tend to be larger than Canadian black
bears, for example.

(Continued from page 15)

-medalist Usain Bolt can only reach 27 miles per

hour. With their stout, heavily-curved claws, black
bears climb trees very well. These claws are non-
retractable and can be easily seen in their tracks.

Size, Weight, Diet

"Sizing" up the Black Bear:

Bears are "sexually dimorphic," which means that
adult males are larger than adult females. How-
ever, because young, smaller males are similar in
size to adult females, it is difficult to determine
the sex of a bear by their size alone.

Many of us recognize that white-tailed deer body
size is reduced as you travel south in North
America. This  difference is  explained

Average weights for adult bears in Florida range
from 250 to 450 pounds for males and 125 to 250
pounds for females.

Florida’s largest bears:

There have been two male bears that are consid-
ered the largest in the state. One was a 740 Ib
bear and the other was 760 Ib bear, both were
found in 2015 in Seminole County lingering in
neighborhoods after gaining access to unsecured
human-provided attractants.
The two largest female bears found in Florida
were 460 pounds killed in a vehicle strike in Lake
(Continued on page 21)
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http://www.britannica.com/science/Bergmanns-Rule

Chuck Henderson Plumbing, Inc.

All Your Plumbing Needs and More!!!
(352)392-1300
Fax (352)597-2867
www.ChuckHendersonPlumbing.com
ChuckHendersonPl@tampabay.rr.com

Licensed~Bonded~Insured
Lic#CFC1426699

50+ Years Experience
Drain Cleaning Available

#1 RESCUE ORGANIZATIONS

b Law Enforcement

gi Wildlife
\ Fish & Wildlife Conservation (FWC)

(813)558-5050
X7

Wl FWC Florida Wildlife - General

(863)648-3200

4 Manatee hotline (FWC)

(888)404-3922

Sawfish Sightings (FWC)

(941)255-7403

e r————

Sea turtle rescue (FWC)

(863)648-3200

MARCH 6-8,2026 {

A g 2t o AM - 5PM - Sun 9AM - 4pM b Reptiles and Exotics Rescue

(352)403-4255

. LINDA PEDERSEN PAR(‘(_( \5‘ I \Vidie Rescus — Owl's Nest

6300 Shoal Line Blvd - Spring Hill, FL % O
ad it )| Sanctuary

(813)598-5926

FOOD TRUCKS

| SWAMP MONSTER = & MORE

i—  CONTEST! = Wildlife Rescue HB Area

(813)598-5926

gl Horseshoe Crab Sightings

(866)252-9326

' = Pets

LY "4 Hernando County Animal Services

(352)796-5062

< Humane Society of Nature Coast

(352)796-2711

\\ y A ‘ii

= | SPCA Hernando County

e

et I/ e ~;
’r FUN FOR THEJMHQLE FAMILY! - 66 Dogs — Report lllegal Dog Fighting

)

)
(352)596-7000
(800)780-8477
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You want to know:

¢ All health care
options!
Plan differences!
Costs associated!
Prescription Drug
coverage!
Physician options

GONFUSED BY THE
MAZE OF MEDIGARE ?

WORRIED ABOUT WHICH WAY TO GO?

It's easy to get lost with so many options for your Medicare insurance
coverage. As a licensed insurance, | help my clients navigate by
providing.

e Medicare Education

e Multiple Health Plan Options

e Plan Analysis & Reviews

e Comprehensive Support & Service

Don’t get stuck in the Medicare Maze!

Schedule a phone call appointment on my
website for a no stress, no obligation
plan review or call today!

352 684 1952

www.lnsureWithMarsha.com

This is an advertisement.
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A5 Trinity Pools, Inc, ===
“When It Comes To Pools, We Do It All”

READY FOR A SWINIMING POOLE
UPERADE TO YOUR
CURRENT POCL & DEGKINEG?

* Services We Offer: * Check Out Our Financing Options:
* New Pool Construction: Concrete or Fiberglass e lyonfinancial.com
* Complete Pool, Deck, Tile Remodeling & Pavers  « swimmingpool.com

* Repair Calls :
» New Filters, Pumps, Salt Systems, Timers ~ * Check Out Our Website:

* Heat Pumps & Gas Heaters swimmingpoolinstallspringhillfl.com
o LED Lights, Plumbing, Handrails

352-346-8418
The Time To Get Started Is NOW -~ CALL TODA Y!
NEWPOOL [ PR
CONSTRUCTION &

POOL &
EQUIPMENT
REPAIRS ‘

POOL & DECK | &
REMODELING ";
Diamond Brite - %
Resurfacing, Pebble

Finishes, Tile, =~ = &%
Pavers, Cool Deck = &

Licensed Bonded |nsured

' Emall Us At: 4
WS‘ - floridapoolsone@gmall com

19



Grace

Memorial Gardens
andFuneral Home

16931 US HWY 19 N
Hudson, FL 34667
727-863-5471

Affordable Cremation; Buriad & Funeral Options
Cowe — Comfort — Plawv

Free Pre-Planning Guide—Guaranteed In House Financing,

No Credit Check
Give Peace of Mind to yourself and your family, A TRUE GIFT OF LOVE!!!

Call Rosie Anderson
Office: 727-863-5471 Cell: 727-304-1402
Email: RosemaryA@nsmg.com

*Ask me about a free lunch and learn

informational workshop!!

ACCREDITED BUSINESS

. « Tweety’s Painting I

04 At satin t “Quality That Won’t Rob The Nest Egg” 1984

COMPLETE PAINTING SERVICE

# Residential & Commercial # Licensed, Bonded & Fully Insured 4 Wall Paper Remaeval
@ Interior & Exterior 4 Military, Senior & Teacher Discounis # Pressure Washing
¢ Free Estimates 4 Owner is Honorable Discharged USMC 4 Drywall Textures

Serving Your Local Community
WWW.TWEETYSPAINTING.COM 35 2 5 9 7_244 0
Subsidiary of Treider Industries Inc.

Cupcake eating contest! Bill, Richard, Eric & Rudy Winner: Richard Frascone
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(Continued from page 16)

County in 2019 and the other was 400 pounds, | { W
found on the side of a road (killed by a vehicle | ; §s
strike) in January 2007 in Liberty County. - - B —

Bears that habitually feed on human-supplied R g

foods such as garbage and wildlife feed or pet A R T PA R K
food can become abnormally large because of

the high number of calories found in these food
sources

The weight of individual black bears varies great- Ma rCh 1 4 & 1 5

ly throughout the year.

Food availability is low during the winter months, | ka s _ AN
even in Florida, and both male and female bears | #& Ly - 10:00AM - 4:00PM
lose weight. Bears can lose up to 25% of their ‘ )
body weight while they keep to their den in win- |
ter. It is not until plants grow in the spring that
bears begin to gain weight again.

306 Darby Lane, Brockaville, FL 34501

Fine Art « Live Entertainment « Art Installations

Student Art « Children’s Experience Area

During the summer breeding season, males Unique Food Trucks, Vendors & More!
spend most of their time searching for mates, .
while females spend most of their time foraging. &S ROTS _%9._ @ )

F

or more information visit: MyFWC.com WWW.AITPHERNANDO.COM (& [I@HERNANDOARTS

mWHITTEL
&MELTON

i gl Stratemies. Ealantless Prote

* PERSONAL INJURY »

* WRONGFUL DEATH®

- * NURSING HOME ABUSE» L

* ALLVEHICLE CRASHES- £
* CRIMINAL DEFENSE*

FREE CONSULTATION

352.666.6666

Fiobert G. Whitll Esq, www.theFLlawfirm.com Jason Ll kit Esei

Main Qffice: 11020 Northcliffe Bivd,, Spring Hill, FL 34408




ABOUT WEEKI WACHEE
SWAMP FESTIVAL

Swamp Fest has grown from a small community fund-
raising festival to an annual event that draws thou-
sands from all over. In 1994 Swamp Fest held its first
annual festival in the parking lot at the Weeki Wachee
Area Club, soon outgrowing the parking lot it moved
around the corner to the Weeki Wachee Christian
Camp. The festival remained there for a few years
before moving even further down Shoal Line Boule-
vard to Linda Pederson Park. In 2013 Swamp Fest
made the big move to Weeki Wachee Springs State

Park. But In 2018 Swamp Fest made its return to it's
permanent home, Linda Pedersen Park!

Swamp Fest is organized by Weeki Wachee Swamp
Festival Inc. with all monies (after operating costs)
being distributed to Local Charities.

Parking at Linda Pedersen Park will be first come,
first served. Once the location parking is at capacity
you are encouraged to drop off your party at the en-
trance and proceed to our off-site parking.

Friday-Sunday remote parking will be located in the
open area on Cortez Boulevard and Arbutus Avenue.

Hernando Beach, Rocky Creek, Little Pine |. Bay, Florida, March 2026

28.4867° N, 82.6617° W - www.USHarbors.com

Date High Low C
AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon

1 Sun 12:55 2.3 7:49 -0.5 7:32 0.7 6:55 6:30 O
2 Mon 12:12 3.1 1:21 25 8:26 -0.5 8:19 0.4 6:54 6:31 O
3 Tue 1:00 3.1 1:45 2.6 8:59 -0.3 9:00 0.1 6:53 6:31 O
4 Wed 1:43 3.0 2:09 2.7 9:28 -0.1 9:39 0.0 6:51 6:32 O
5 Thu 2:23 29 2:32 2.8 9:56 0.1 10:17 -0.1 6:50 6:33 O
6 Fri 3:03 2.7 2:56 29 10:22 0.3 10:54 -0.2 6:49 6:33 O
7 Sat 3:43 25 3:22 2.9 10:48 0.5 11:31 -0.1 6:48 6:34 O
8 Sun 5:25 2.2 4:50 2.9 12:14 0.7 7:47 7:35 O
9 Mon 6:11 2.0 5:22 2.9 1:11 0.0 12:41 0.9 7:46 7:35 O
10 Tue 7:07 1.8 6:00 2.8 1:56 0.1 1:11 1.1 7:45 7:36 O
11 Wed 8:30 1.7 6:49 2.6 2:55 0.2 1:52 1.3 7:44 7:36 O
12 Thu 10:21 1.7 8:05 2.5 4:16 0.3 3:15 1.5 7:43 7:37 O
13 Fri 11:39 1.8 9:42 2.5 5:43 0.3 5:08 1.5 7:42 7:38 O
14 Sat 12:26 2.0 6:51 0.1 6:26 1.3 7:40 7:38 O
15 Sun 12:59 2.2 7:41 0.0 7:26 1.0 7:39 7:39 C
16 Mon 12:03 2.8 1:26 2.4 8:23 -0.1 8:16 0.7 7:38 7:39 O
17 Tue 12:55 3.0 1:51 2.5 8:59 -0.1 8:59 0.4 7:37 7:40 @
18 Wed 1:42 3.1 2:15 2.7 9:32 -0.1 9:41 0.1 7:36 7:40 C
19 Thu 2:27 3.1 2:39 2.8 10:05 0.1 10:21 -0.2 7:35 7:41 .
20 Fri 3:12 3.0 3:06 3.0 10:38 0.3 11:04 -0.4 7:34 7:42 .
21 Sat 3:59 2.8 3:35 3.2 11:10 0.5 11:49 -0.5 7:32 7:42 .
22 Sun 4:50 2.6 4:08 3.2 11:44 0.8 7:31 7:43 Q
23 Mon 5:46 2.3 4:46 3.3 12:38 -0.5 12:18 1.0 7:30 7:43 Q
24 Tue 6:51 2.1 5:32 3.2 1:33 -0.4 12:57 1.3 7:29 744 O
25 Wed 8:16 1.9 6:30 3.0 2:37 -0.2 1:47 1.5 7:28 7:44 O
26 Thu 10:07 1.8 7:52 2.8 4:00 0.0 3:12 1.6 7:27 7:45 O
27 Fri 11:22 2.0 9:40 2.7 5:29 0.1 5:00 1.5 7:25 7:45 O
28 Sat 12:07 2.2 6:42 0.1 6:25 1.2 7:24 7:46 O
29 Sun 12:40 2.4 7:37 0.1 7:29 0.8 7:23 7:46 O
30 Mon 12:18 29 1:08 2.6 8:20 0.1 8:21 0.4 7:22 7:47 O
31 Tue 1:11 3.0 1:34 2.8 8:55 0.2 9:04 0.1 7:21 7:48 O
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Broker Salesperson, SRES, GRI

J ot f Vlamae

REALTOR® ,

Call: 352-688-3328

www.mamoteam.com
realestate(@mamoteam.com

Two Locations To Serve You Better:

2715 Forest Rd

Spring Hill, FL 34606 T} E

) |
MAMO kW ELITE PARTNERS

4090 Deltona Bivd TEAM KELLERWILLIAMS.REALTY
Spring Hill, FL 34606

CALL FOR A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS
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Hernando Beach
Property Owners Assoc.
PO Box 3198

PRST STANDARD
US POSTAGE
PAID
PERMIT NO 6097
TAMPA FL

Spring Hill, FL 34611-3198

POSTMASTER: Dated material please deliver before February 28, 2025.

:‘)\ 3 Beginner Classes - $49 £
:_. All Material / Glass Included /

|
3 Intermediate / Advanced
]

Available
Monthly Workshops HBPOA’s Luau &

Custom Orders Welcomed Thursday, Apﬁl Qn;% 3
www.bsgworkshop.com Q)

facebook.com/barbarasstainedglass

352-573-0878
¥ =

TRACIE MALER
GROUP

Should you sell? Let us guide you — No Pressure, Just Real Answers

“Tracie Maler and group exceeded our expectations with the complete process of clearly explaining
the house evaluation, listing and sale process. Tracie came to see us well prepared and the listing,
showing and sale went extremely well. Highest recommendation!” —Bernie E

atHBYC <

tmalerhomes@gmail.com Free Home Valuation
Visit WWw.traciemaler.com
KWV 5 s
T Tracie Maler
KELLERWILLIAMS. REALTY s

Real Estate Is Our Business CRS GRI SRES CLHMS

2715 Forest Rd., Spring Hill, FL 34606 @
Each Keller Wilkams office & independently owned and operated.
mavou®

Allinformation deemed relable but not guaranteed.
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