CHAPTER 7
FIRE PREVENTION AND FIRE PROTECTION
Part 3
Fire Department Reimbursements
§301.  Reimbursement of Costs and Expenses.

(1) Township has acknowledged the authority of Fire Departments to act as the official emergency response force for White Deer Township.

(2) Fire Departments who respond to a fire in another fire department’s service area are not authorized to bill for their costs.  Only the Fire Departments who provide service in White Deer Township may bill for their costs pursuant to the Ordinance.

(3) In the course of performing services as the official emergency response for White Deer Township, the Fire Departments have and will incur certain costs for materials, equipment and supplies.

(4) To the extent permitted by law, all costs incurred by Fire Departments in responses to emergency and non-emergency incidents, shall be recoverable by the Fire Departments.

(5) To facilitate reimbursement, the Fire Departments may utilize any customary or accepted business procedure, including, but not limited to, sending an invoice to any person, persons, corporations, or other legal entity, party or organization, which has received or benefitted from the response services of the Fire Departments.  If permitted by law, the Fire Departments may send such invoices directly to the affected party’s insurance carrier.  The Fire Departments shall have the authority to set forth on any such invoice, the terms and conditions expected for reimbursement.

(6) White Deer Township may, by Resolution, from time to time, establish, revise, amend, or rescind a schedule of fees for the services, tools, equipment, apparatus, or materials used for official emergency or non-emergency responses.  An initial fee schedule is attached hereto and made a part hereof, marked as Exhibit A.

(7) In the event that any claim for reimbursement is denied by any party or insurance carrier, the Fire Departments shall have the authority to authorize such legal action, at their expense, as may be necessary to enforce the claim and this Ordinance or, in their discretion, to withdraw or discontinue any claim for reimbursement.

(8) In the event that any party or insurance carrier fails to pay any invoice described herein within thirty (30) days of mailing or delivery of such invoice or notice of charges, the Fire Departments who mailed or delivered such invoice may recover and collect such charges and invoices from the insurance carrier to whom such invoice or notice of charges was given, together with interest, costs and attorneys’ fees, in any manner provided by law, including, without limitation, a civil action at law.
(9) In addition to the aforementioned costs, the Fire Departments are hereby authorized to collect any other additional fee or charge as may be sanctioned by the Hazardous Material and Emergency Planning and Response Act (hereinafter, “Act”), or as may be permitted by any other statute, case law or common law.

(10) This Ordinance recognizes that the Fire Departments may engage a third-party billing service to recover the aforementioned costs.  To the extent a third-party billing service is engaged to recover said costs, any fees or charges associated with utilizing said third-party billing service shall be first reviewed and approved by White Deer Township.  Subject to the aforementioned review and approval process by White Deer Township, the Fire Departments or third-party billing service shall be authorized to collect reasonable interest, as well as reasonable administrative fees associated with recovering the said costs in addition to any and all additional fees as may be authorized by the Act or otherwise authorized by any other statute or law.

(11)  White Deer Township shall not be responsible for any aspect of recovery of the costs or fees authorized by this Ordinance, which shall be the responsibility of the Fire Departments or the third-party billing service.

	(Ordinance No. 85, adopted September 22, 2026)
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