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REVIEW

When have you experienced the unexpected? How did you handle it? What did that experience teach you?

What were the things the disciples expected from the Messiah? How does Jesus’s first miracle fall short of what the 
disciples expected? What might they have expected instead?

Why would Jesus begin His ministry with this miracle? What could He be trying to show His disciples? 

Why do some people decide to stop following Jesus? What are some of Jesus’s hard truths that can be hard to swallow? 

How does it affect you when someone you know denies Jesus? What questions or doubts do you wrestle with when this 
happens?

How has following Jesus been different than what you expected? How has He “rocked your boat,” as Leslie put it?

BIBLE EXPLORATION

John 4:1–9. What’s surprising about Jesus going through Samaria on His journey? Why would He go to Samaria? 

John 4:27. Why do you think the disciples were surprised to see Jesus talking with a woman? What cultural and social 
norms did Jesus set aside to talk to this woman? 

When has God asked you to do something that went against the cultural norm? How did you react? 

John 4:10–18. Is it surprising to you that Jesus would speak to this woman even though she’s obviously in deep sin and 
an outcast? How so?

HANDOUT
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How do you feel knowing that all your sin is laid bare before God and He loves you anyways?

John 4:39–42. How did God use this woman to influence the people in her town?

How does the story of the woman at the well give you hope for how God could use you?

What does it look like for you to follow God’s will on a daily basis? How do trusting God and simple obedience to His Word 
factor in?

What sorts of expectations do you have of God? What do you think you’d do if those expectations went unmet? Would it 
be difficult to still trust Him? How so?

How could you draw near to God this week? What questions could you ask Him? What activities or disciplines bring you 
closer to Him?

DEEPER WALK

Select at least one activity below to complete before next week. 

Read: Read chapters 5 and 6 from Leslie’s book Crossing the Waters.

Journal: Reflect on your expectations for God. Why do you have those expectations? What doubts do you have? How do 
you feel about trusting God? Write down your thoughts and bring them to God in prayer.

Study: Jesus’s Sermon on the Mount is full of unexpected teaching. Study Matthew 5–7 this week and make a note of any 
of Jesus’s words that surprise you or challenge you.

Talk: Meet up with a trusted Christian friend this week to talk about your journey with Jesus so far. Discuss what you 
expected following Jesus to be like and what actually happened. End your chat in prayer together for the next steps in 
your Christian walk.

Draw Near: Find a creative way to draw near to God this week. Prayerfully choose something that brings you life like 
taking a walk in a park, singing worship songs, or spending time completely alone. 

HANDOUT


