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Sloans Lake a Challenge

By DICK PROUTY
Denver Post Staff Writer

One of the most form.i:. . .ivicon-
mental challenges in Denver is being
tackled with little more than belief in the
adage that where there’s a will, there's a
way.

The challenge is Sloans Lake, the
176.5 acre sump that is the heart of Sloans
Lake Park in West Denver,

The scene of ice skating, sailboat races,
water ski competition and occasional
drownings, the lake is described by health
officials as the most polluted body of
water in the city park system.

Swimming Forbidden

Sloans Lake used to be a public beach.
Now the Colorado Division of Wildlife ref-
uses to stock trout in it because it is too
contaminated. Swimming is forbidden and
rubbish befouls the shallow, murky
waters,

In an effort that promises to take years,
the Denver Public School System and the
Front Range Chapter of the Izaak Walton
League are cooperating to make Sloans
Lake a monument of environmental ac-
complishment to rival the internationally

heralded cleanup of Oregon's Willamette P°

River.

“It's an exciting project," said Eugene
A. Caranci, assistant principal al Lake
Junior High School, 1820 Lowell Blvd.
“‘We will be using the lake and the park
as an outdoor, living laboratory and
classroom."”

The educator said the dimensions for
learning at Sloans Lake are virtually
urlimited—physics, chemistry, art, social
behavior, economics,” ecology, wildlife

study, history, botany, hydrology, urban
living . . .

Yo, car viriety of lifetime
interests that focus on the lake and the
park. Instead of learning from books we'll
be learning from reality," he said enthusi-
astically.

Caranci explained thal an initial goal
will be for some 330 ninth graders to iden-
tify and evaluate the pollution in the lake
itself—then to examine ways to prevent it,
improve the quality of the water and revi-
lalize the aquatic habitat.

To carry this out, a grant of $29,708 is
being sought under the Environmental Ed-
ucation Act, with the backing of School
Supt. Louis Kishkunas and the Denver
School Board, and the help of John W.
Brennan, supervisor of science and envi-
ronmental education; Robert P. Colwell,
exccutive director of the department of
Alternative Education; Lake Junior High
Principal Luke Terry and others.

In addition, the Front Range Chapter of
the Izaak Walton League — which has
sparked the proposal “and gotten fantas-
tic response,” according to Farrell
Copelin, chapter president—is seeking an
additional $3,174 in funds and donated ex-
rtise from the Colorado Division of
Wildlife, the Denver City Parks and Rec-
reation Department, State Depariment of
Education and Colorado State Health
Department.

‘The Denver schools have grabbed the
ball and run with this. They've done a
marvelous job,” Copelin said, noting that
a graduale program to coordinate the
comprehensive effort is being evaluated
by Colorado State University.

In their application detailing the con-
cept, the educators note; “It is becoming

increasingly evident that the traditional =
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approach to learning Is not meeting the
needs of many students. Allernative types
of education must-be developed . . ."

The full ninth grade won’t be involved
in the project until autumn, but in the
meantime, interest in the lake and its sur-
roundings has been generated at the
school, Caranci said.

An unexpected aspect of the project
isn't included in the plans. It is to recap
the history of the lake as part of the 1976
Colorado Centennial.

The colorful past of the area dates (o
before the discovery of gold in Colorado,
when Indian tribes would gather annually
fo race horses in the broad valley that
later filled with wa®r, The lake was
“created”” more than 100 years agoe after
a farmer named Sloan dug a well, which
apparently has never stopped flowing.

Amusement Park

Coal-fired steamboalz once cruised on
the lake. A waterside amusement park
was a focal point of summer fun from
1891 to 1905, when it burned to the ground.

For years the Denver Gun Club fired
tons of lead buckshot into Sloans Lake at
its now dismantled trap range on the
southwest corner of the park. Lead from
the shol is still a major pollutant, and its
environmental impact is one of the things
the students will be able to examine.

“‘Th:-. potential is unlimited,” Copelin
said. “It underlines the realization that
the environment isn't off someplace In the
mountains, but right here where we
spend most of our lives.”

Boy Injures
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