BOARD OF UNION COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

REGULAR MEETING
AGENDA
February 11, 2025
9:00 a.m.
1. Callto order
2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Approval of agenda and minutes
4. Hospital Report

Request for Mill Levy and GRT Disbursement

b. Request for CD secure Loan with Bank of Clayton -Medical Malpractice

Insurance

5. Discussion, Consideration, and Possible Action Items

ii.
iii.
iv,

vi,
vii.
viii.

ix,

xi.
xii.
xiii,
xiv.
XV,

Proclamation National FFA Week

Annual Report NMSU Extension - Talisha Valdez

Protest Board Appointments

Resolution 2025-40 BAR Hospital Insurance

Resolution 2025-41 BAR Jail Transfer and Increase

Resolution 2025-42 Road Audit

NIETC Updates

Resolution 2025-43 Supporting Local Government Control and Participation
As a Cooperating Agency Under NEPA

Legislative Session Updates and Discussion

Schedule Special Meeting April following Clayton Schools Special Election

Approval of Bills

Inventory Items Disposition - Road Department International Water Truck

Healthcare Assistance - Approval of Claims

County Travel Requests

Budget Hearing

10:00 a.m. Citizen's Forum

6. Reports

County Manager Report
a. WT'S Contract
Road Superintendent
Emergency Service Coordinator Report
Elected Officials Reports

Executive Session - Pursuant to NMSA 1978, Section 10-15-1(IT) 2 Limited Personnel Matters

1. County Manager

Adjourn

As of 2/5/2025

Next Meeting March 11, 2025 @ 9:00



BOARD OF UNION COUNTY COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING

January 14, 2025
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:
Chairman Clayton F. Kiesling Commissioner Justin Bennett Commissioner Lloyd ‘Red’ Miller
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:
OTHERS PRESENT:
Chief Deputy Clerk Kim Mitchell Manager Brandy Thompson Sheriff Curtis Skaggs
CUCEDP Director Lynette Keeth Road Admin Rachel Farnum Emergency Manager Kris Lawrence
HR Cheryl Garcia Treasurer Shea Arnett Assessor Hollie Sandoval

Road Superintendent Gary Wright  DWI Coordinator Joe Reeser

GUESTS:

Cliff Copeland
Michelle Frost Maynard, NM Cattle Growers Assoc.
Scott Miller
Jimmy Clay
Kimberly Heimann
Jay Dee Heimann
Shelly Carter
Travis Poling

Brett Poling

John Gard

Chance Heimann
Robert W Williams
Marty Mathis
Mikeal Nixon

Roy Perschbaucher
Ben Creighton
Travis Sullivan
Kenneth Tidmore
Sharon Morris

" Neal Day

Betty Dellinger
Gene A. Heimann
Larry Coberly



Honey Poling

Russell Heimann

Tammie Stump — CEO Union County General Hospital
Amanda Archuleta — CNO Union County General Hospital

At 9:02 a.m., Chairman Kiesling called the meeting to order in the Commission Chambers located in the Union
County Administration Building. The pledge of allegiance was recited.

Commissioner Bennett moved to approve the agenda and the regular meeting minutes of December 9, 2024
with minor corrections. Commissioner Miller seconded. There was no further discussion. Vote: ALL AYE. The

minutes were signed.

HOSPITAL REPORT

Tammie Stump, CEQ, reported on statistics for September. The “County Commissioner Monthly Hospital
Report” was distributed to the board prior to the meeting. [tems covered and discussed included the
following: Provider Recruitment Update, Financial Assistance, Business/Financial Update, Compliance,
Radiology Report, Plant Services, Therapy Services, Pharmacy, Laboratory/infection Control, Union County/Des
Moines Health Center, IT and Special Projects.

Tammie Stump, CEQ, reported on financials for December. The “Union County General Consolidated Executive
Financial Summary” and the “Clayton Health Systems October 28, 2024 Notes to Consolidated Financial
Statements Period Ending November 30, 2024” was distributed to the board prior to the meeting. Iltems
covered and discussed included the following: Key Statistics, Statement of Revenue and Expenses — YTD and
Balance Sheet. The board was informed a temporary CFO has been hired and will fill in until a permanent
replacement has been hired and interviews have been started. It was also brought forth there are steps being
taken to look into bringing a Mental Outpatient program to the community, more information will be provided

as this progresses.

Amanda Archuleta, CNO, reported on the following: Nursing, Swing Bed, Social Work Consults and Trauma.

Public Hearing-Low Income Tax Rebate Ordinance Consideration
The floor was opened to discuss the Low Tax Rebate Ordinance, after no discussion was brought forth, the

ordinance was denied.

CITIZENS FORUM
There was a total of 25 in attendance to discuss the NIETC-National [nterest Electric Transmission Corridor.
Chairman Keisling welcomed all guest and began the forum giving information concerning the Quay
Commissioners meeting with the DOE regarding the grid deployment of the corridors for potential
transmission lines. There are 3 phases regarding the corridors and the third phase of the process is for public
engagement. The Southwest Corridor is located in Union County, Chairman Keisling gave information for
viewing the proposed corridor by visiting the NIETC website. It was stated that private energy companies will
have the ability to work with landowners regarding transmission lines, if there are problems DOE could
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become involved and imminent domain could be enforced. The floor was open for discussion, Michelle Frost
Maynard of the New Mexico Cattle Growers Association began the discussion.

Mrs. Maynard gave an introduction to herself and gave information how the corridor would affect not only her
family ranch but others as well if the government becomes involved. Mrs. Maynor gave detailed information
on how the corridor could affect the lively hood of not only the landowner but the environment, stating this
corridor would give all the power to the energy company and the government. Mrs. Maynord also stated that
the corridor would affect the county by taking the land off of the tax roll, effecting the money that supports
the county. Mrs. Maynord is visiting all counties and asking each county commissioner to send letters
requesting the DOE for personal meetings. She is also asking that all landowners stand together.

Commissioner Bennett made a statement commending the former commissioners for already drafting a letter
to the DOE requesting a meeting and stating our county’s concerns and read it to the forum.

Cliff Copeland spoke next, he also attended the Quay Commissioners meeting, giving a little more insight into
the topic. He appreciated all the steps the board is already taking and thanked them. Mr. Copeland started
with saying the concern is not against the major powerlines, stating he knows it is good for growth and for
private negotiations between the power companies and the landowners and against the government coming
in and taking the land. This will not only affect the private land owned, but federal and state land as well. Mr.
Copeland stated it would be helpful to get the information out to landowners that may not even have
knowledge of the corridor and requested if the commissioner could get out the county mapping system and
overlay it over where the proposed corridor is to be and send out a letter and information to the land owners
that would be affected and may not have that information. Chairman Keisling stated the commissioners would
work with the assessor’s office to see what could be done to help with this request. Commissioner Bennet
gave a website where the public can visit to view the map, www.gem.anl.gov on the main page look for NIETC.
Mr. Copeland requested that the commissioner’s may look into a coalition with the other county
commissioners effected by the corridor and come together as a group to put forth information and requests
and show unity and address issues that may affect not just one county but many. Mr. Copeland stated this in
not just a Union County issue, but an Eastern New Mexico issue.

Shelly Carter requested the letter that has already been issued to the DOE, be issued again to the new DOE
once the new administration takes office.

Ben Creighton asked if the corridor was for any renewable source, or just wind energy. Charman Keisling
stated he understood it was any renewable energy source.

Sharron Morris asked where landowners needed to send their letters, the following email address was given

nietc@hqg.doe.gov

Chairman Keisling thanked all that attend and for the input and questions and closed the forum.



DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION ITEMS

Election of Commission Officers and Board Appointments
New Board Appointments were discussed and are as follows:

Chair Person

Vice-Chair

Equalization Board
Economic Development
Eastern Plains (EPCOG)

Clayton Keisling
Justin Bennett

has been tabled till some clarifications on qualifications have been verified

Clayton Keisling
Clayton Keisling
Justin Bennett

Library Board Justin Bennett
Red Miller
NERTPO Clayton Keisling
Racheal Farnum
RC&D Justin Bennett
NMAC (Elected) Clayton Keisling
NM County Ins. Authority Brandy Thompson
Cheryl Garcia

Ports-to-Plains Clayton Keisling
Justin Bennett
Lynette Keeth
Kris Lawrence
Jody Reeser

Clayton Keisling

NEEDO
Health Council

Workforce Solutions
Commissionar Miller moved to approve the Election of Commission Officers and Board Appointments.

Commissioner Bennett seconded with an amendment to correct the position for the Equalization Board once
qualifications are confirmed. There was no further discussion. VOTE: ALL AYE.

RESOLUTION 2025-37 OPEN MEETING POLICY AND 2025 MEETING SCHEDULE
Manager Thompson presented Resolution 2025-27 BAR and discussed the 2025 Meeting schedule.

Commissioner Bennett moved to approve Resolution 2025-37 Openh Meeting Policy and the 2025 Meeting
Schedule. Commissioner Miller seconded. There was no further discussion. VOTE: ALL AYE. Resolution signed.

RESOLUTION 2025-38 SIGNATURE AUTHORITY COUNTY MANAGER
Manager Thompson presented resolution 2025-38 discussion was held and was agreed the county manager
has the authority to sigh contracts with vendors, contractors and professional service providers and State and



Federal Agencies with stipulations funds must be budgeted and available. County Manager must consult with
Chairman for any amount over $500,000.00.

Commissioner Bennett moved to approve Resolution 2025-38 Signature Authority County Manager.
Commissioner Miller seconded. There was no further discussion. VOTE: ALL AYE. Resolution signed.

REPORT AND PRESENTATION- DWI COORDINATOR JOE REESER

DWI Coordinator Joe Reeser presented to the board a detailed overview of the DWI program and the services
provided to the community.

RESOLUTION 2025-39 FY 26 DWI GRANT APPLICATION
Discussion was held regarding the DWI Grant Application and Distribution program.

Commissioner Miller moved to approve Resolutions 2025-39 FY 26 DWI Grant Application. Commissioner
Bennett seconded. There was no further discussion. VOTE: ALL AYE. Resolutions signed.

SUBDIVISION EXEMPTION- ARCHULETA RANCH

Manager Thompson brought forth the Subdivision request. Discussion was held to amend the ordinance.

Commissioner Justin Bennett moved to grant the Subdivision Exemption. Commissioner Miller seconded.
There was no further discussion. VOTE: ALL AYE.

WTS CONTRACT FOR CELL TOWER PERMITING
Manager Thompson presented information concerning the cell tower permits and negotiations stating once
they are done a Resolution and Ordinance will be presented to the board.

APPROVAL OF BILLS

Bills in the amount of $579,439.84 were presented for review.

Commissioner Bennett moved to approve bills in the amount of $579,439.84 and to give the county manager
authority pay any outstanding bills. Commissioner Miller seconded. There was no further discussion. VOTE:

ALL AYE. Motion carried.

INVENTORY ITEMS DISPOSITION — ROAD DEPARTMENT INTERNATIONAL WATER TRUCK

No items were presented for disposition.

HEALTHCARE ASSISTANCE-APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

There were no assistance claims.



STRATEGIC REVIEW
Manager Thompson presented the Board with reviewing the Counties Strategic plan. Updates were given on
time line where next steps are to start.

COUNTY TRAVEL REQUESTS

A number of requests for travel to Legislative Luncheon in Santa Fe

COUNTY MANAGER REPORT

Manager Thompson started her report with recognition of the Volunteer Fire Departments and the good jobs
they are doing. An update was given on the Hospital Operations agreement and project for the generator for
the Magistrate/Courthouse building.

ROAD SUPERINTENDENT

Road Admin Rachel Farnum along with Road Superintendent Gary Wright gave updates on removal of tires,
And equipment that is in need of repairs. It was suggested to calculate if leasing vs owning road equipment
would be more cost efficient for the county. Road Administer Rachel Farnum is going to gather the
information and bring to the Commissioners. Contracts are out for new caliche and water pit. Road Admin
Rachel Farnum gave an update on new road signs that have been ordered.

EMERGENCY SERVICE COORDINATOR REPORT

Emergency Manager Kris Lawrence reported about up coming Fire Academy and equipment to be used, it will
be hosted locally but take place in Raton at Philmont. There will be a Fire Chiefs meeting coming up in
February. Kris wanted to comment and commend the local fire departments on a recent structure fire in town.
He was very impressed with the way it was handled, especially since this is not something that the
departments see regularly. An update was given on the Communication Radios. Commissioner Bennett
brought up concerns about differences in Google Maps and our GPS maps when emergency calls come in.
Commission Bennett would like to bring this up at next Joint Comm. to find ways to help dispatch more
efficiently when emergencies come in.

ELECTED OFFICIALS REPORTS

Treasurer Arnett reported 60% of taxes have been collected as of right now. Treasure Arnette stated they are
still in the process of getting the signature cards for the bank completed and the online payment system still
isn't working.

Assessor Sandoval reported that the Tyler transition is going well and fixing issues they are finding. They will
be conducting a second training in January. Tyler will go live in March. The office is preparing for Tax Notices.
Assessor Sandoval also wanted to let the commission know of Constitutional changes that may affect the
county. As of right now all assessors are on hold, if bill passes, implementation will begin in 2026.

Chief Deputy Clerk Mitchell Nothing to report

Sherriff Skaggs reported about programs that are in the works to help with transportation of inmates. Offices
will be moving into their new building soon and start utilizing old Rabbit Ear Fire Dept building, looking into
getting the south end of the building insulated and heated. Sherriff Skaggs also stated his concerns about



getting better information for dispatch when emergency calls are made stating that different map apps give
different information and confusions can happen when trying to find where emergencies are located.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

At 11:37 a.m., Commissioner Bennett made motion to enter into Executive Session-Pursuant to NMSA 1978,
Section 10-15-1(H)7-Pertaining to threatened or pending litigation in which the County is or may be a
participant. Rabbit Ear Fire Dept Class A. Commissioner Miller seconded. Chairman Kiesling request vote. Vote:
ALL AYE.

Commissioner Bennett moved to come out of Executive Session at 11: 45 a.m., Commissioner Miller seconded.
No action was taken. VOTE: ALL AYE. Motion carried.

Regular meeting resumed at 11:46 a.m.

ADJOURN: At 1:46 p.m., Commissioner Bennett moved to adjourn after lunch. Commissioner Miller
seconded. There was no further discussion. Vote: ALL AYE. Motion carried.

Meeting Announcements: The next regular meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 11 at 9:00 a.m.

Board of Union County Commissioners
ATTEST Union County, New Mexico

SEAL

Clayton F. Kiesling - Chairman

Kim Mitchell = Chief Deputy County Clerk Justin Bennett - Vice Chairman

Lioyd ‘Red’ Miller - Member



REQUEST FROM UCGH MILL LEVY/GRT  01/24/2025

BY: Daron Hashir-Brown

Date PAID TO: ~ AMOUNT
12/27/2024  |EFTPS 14,916.00
12/27/2024  EFTPS _ 62,492.15
12/13/2024 EFTPS 58,253.73
11/29/2024 EFTPS ) __64,067.11
11/1/2024 EFTPS 5937142
10/18/2024  |EFTPS 60,563.75
10/4/2024 EFTPS B _59,344.64
9/20/2024 EFTPS N 60,227.29 |
9/6/2024 EFTPS ' 59,788.60 |
8/23/2024 EFTPS 61,757.65
| 8/9/2024 EFTPS 61,053.06
7/26/2024 EFTPS 58,078.02 |
7/12/2024 EFTPS ‘ 52,283.65
TOTAL $ 732,197.07

//l/r’/U[ VL‘ a@-/‘ ym) /\L D704 - 20 255

'OK COUNTY HOSPITAL BOARD APPROVAL //- DATE

WE WILL ASK FOR THE FULL 723.788.42



@ Outlook

FYI

From Tammie Stump <tammie.stump®@ucgh.net>
Date Fri 01/17/2025 12:27 PM
To  Daron Hashir-Brown <daron.hashir-brown@ucgh.net>

The available balances are:
Mill Levy - 5424,841.34
GRT - $298,947.08

Total: $723,788.42



PROCLAMATION
NATIONAL FFA WEEK FEBRUARY 15-22, 2025

WHEREAS, FT A and agricultural education provide a strong foundation for the youth of
America and the future of food, fiber, and natural resources systems; and

WHEREAS, FFA promotes premier leadership, personal growth, and career success among its
members; and

WHEREAS, agricultural education and FFA ensure a steady supply of young professionals to
meet the growing needs in the science, business, and technology of agriculture; and

WHEREAS, the FFA motto — “Learning to Do, Doing to Learn, Earning to Live, Living to
Serve: - gives direction and purpose to these students who take an active role in succeeding in
agricultural education; and

WHEREAS, FFA promotes citizenship, volunteerism, patriotism, and cooperation.

NOW, THEREFORE, on behalf of the County Commission of Union County, we do hereby
proclaim the week of February 15-22, 2025 to be:

NATIONAL FFA WEEK in Union County, and urge our citizens to join us in this worthy
observation.

Passed, adopted and approved, this 11th day of February, 2025 at the regularly scheduled
meeting of the Union County Board of Commissioners.

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS- UNION COUNTY

Clayton Kiesling, Chair

Devian Fields, County Clerk

Justin Bennett, Member

Lloyd Miller, Member
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Clayton Kiesling PO Box 430 Brandy Thompson
Chair Clayton, NM 88415 County Manager
Lloyd Miller (575)374-8896

Member (575)374-2763 Fax Stephen C. Ross
Justin Bennett WWW. Unionnm us County Attorney
Member

APPOINTING & ACKNOWLEDGING MEMBERS OF THE
COUNTY PROTEST BOARD

WHEREAS, the Union County Board of Commissioners met according to notice of meeting duly
published at the Union County Administration Building located at 200 Court St., Clayton, New
Mexico on the 14" day of January, 2025 at 9:00 a.m., and;

WHEREAS, pursuant to NMSA 1978, Section 7-38-21 property owners have the right to protest the
value or classification determined for their property for property taxation purposes, and;

WHEREAS, NMSA 1978, Section 7-38-25 provides in pertinent part that there shall be a county
protest board in each county, to hear and decide protest of determinations made by county assessors &
protested under Section 7-37-24 NMSA 1978, consisting of three voting members & three alternatives
who shall not hold any elective public office during the term of their appointment nor shall any such
member of alternate be employed by the state, a political subdivision or a school district during the
term of his appointment, and;

WHEREAS, NMSA 1978, Section 7-38-25 further provides that “one member and one alternate shall
be a qualified elector of the county and shall be appointed by the board of county commissioners for
the term of two years; one member and one alternate shall be a qualified elector of the county, shall
have demonstrated experience in the field of valuation of property and shall be appointed by the board
of county commissioners for a term of two years; and one member and one alternate shall be a property
appraisal officer employed by the department, assigned by the director and shall be the chairman of the

board.”

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Union County Board of County Commissioners
appoints the following members and their alternates pursuant to NMSA 1978, Section 7-38-25.

Qualified Elector of Union County:

Rhonda Aragon 1/27
Term Expiring On:

Member

Carlota Ulibarri 1/27
Term Expiring On:

Alternate



Qualified Elector of Union County with experience in the field of valuation of property:

Rosie DeHerrera 1727
Term Expiring On:

Member

Frankie Aragon 1/27
Term Expiring On:

Alternate

APPROVED, ADOPTED, AND PASSED on this 11th day of February, 2025.

Attested Chair

Member

Member



UNION COUNTY
Resolution No. 2025-40

Authorization of Hospital Fund (501) (DFA # 22100) budget increase

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Union County meeting in regular session on February
11, 2025 did propose to make budget adjustments; and

WHEREAS, the County of Union does, through Budget Resolution 2025-40 ask that authorization
for the budgetary adjustments be granted, as summarized in the attachment; and

WHEREAS, the County of Union wishes to increase the operational expenditure line item in the
Hospital Fund (501) by twenty five thousand dollars ($25,000.00) for the increased cost of property
insurance for 2025.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Board of Commissioners of Union County does
hereby approve the aforementioned budget adjustments and respectfully requests the
authorization for the budgetary adjustments and revisions be granted by the Local Government
Division of the Department of Finance and Administration of the State of New Mexico.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto set our hands and official seal this 11t day of
February 2025.

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS -~ UNION COUNTY

Clayton Kiesling, Chairman
ATTEST:

Justin Bennett, Member

Devian Fields, County Clerk
Lloyd Miller, Member



BAR 14-36-18860 printed from LGBMS on 2025-02-05 09:33:04

State of New Mexico - DFA Local Government Division
Budget Adjustment Request - Union County - 2025
BAR Hospital Operational - Insurance

Bar ID Contact Phona Emall Status
14-36-18860 ENTITY
Details
Fund Department Objact Code PreAd]usted Budget Adjustment Adjusted Budget
1,075,000.00 25,000.00 1,100,000.00

22100 Hospital Gross Receipts Tax 4002 Hos@lul Care 57899 Other Operaling Costs
501 0 2076

Justification

Compliance with Section 6-6-2, NMSA, 1978 compilation:

1. The requested budget adjustments were authorized at a scheduled Governing Body meeting open to the public on 2025-02-11
2. Justification should provide a sufficient explanation for budget adjustment. Backup documentation such as grant award letter or other documents

reguested by Budget and Finance Analysts, should be submitted on LGBMS.

Approvals

Role

ROy T 7[572075

Bureau Chief




UNION COUNTY
Resolution No. 2025-41

Authorization of General Fund (401) (DFA # 11000) transfer and Jail-Detention Fund (424) (DFA #
22600) transfer and budget increase

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Union County meeting in regular session on February
11, 2025 did propose to make budget adjustments; and

WHEREAS, the County of Union does, through Budget Resolution 2025-41 ask that authorization
for the budgetary adjustments be granted, as summarized in the attachment; and

WHEREAS, the County of Union wishes to increase the transfer from the General Fund (401) to
the Jail - Detention (424) fund by one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00). They would also
like to increase the Corrections GRT revenue by twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000). The Board
of County Commissioners would also like to increase expenditures in the Jail - Detention Fund
(424) by one hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars ($125,000) for expenditures related to jail
contracts for both adult and juvenile detention.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Board of Commissioners of Union County does
hereby approve the aforementioned budget adjustments and respectfully requests the
authorization for the budgetary adjustments and revisions be granted by the Local Government
Division of the Department of Finance and Administration of the State of New Mexico.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto set our hands and official seal this 11t day of
February, 2025.

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS ~ UNION COUNTY

Clayton Kiesling, Chairman
ATTEST:

Justin Bennett, Member

Devian Field, County Clerk

Lloyd Miller, Member



BAR 14-36-18867 printed from LGBMS on 2025-02-05 15:19:10

State of New Mexico - DFA Local Government Division
Budget Adjustment Request - Union County - 2025
BAR Jail Transfer and Increase

Bar ID Contact Phona Emall Status
14-36-18867 ENTITY
Details
Fund Department Object Code PreAdjusted Budget Adjustment Adjusted Budget
11000 ‘%ﬁneml Operating Fund 0001 r!,% Department 612$§F'é‘ransfm out 762,473.00 100,000.00 862,473.00
i
22600 Jail - Detention 0001 No Department 41210 Gross Receipts Tax - County 0.00 25,000.00 25,000.00
424 Correctional
00 1410
22600 Jail - Detention 0001 %% Department Bﬂﬂ%}‘;ﬂnafm In 325,000.00 100,000.00 425,000.00
424 5
22600 Jall - Datantion 8002 Datention Cantar 55999 Contract - Other Sarvices 355,000.00 125,000.00 480,000,00
424 77 $60,000 = 2020, $75,000 = 2307
Justification

Compliance with Section 6-6-2, NMSA, 1978 compilation:
1. The requested budget adjustments were authorized at a scheduled Governing Body meeting open to the public on 2025-02-11
2. Justification should provide a sufficient explanation for budget adjustment. Backup documentation such as grant award letter or other documents
requested by Budget and Finance Analysts, should be submitted on LGBMS.

Approvals

Nama Rola Date

Entity Submitter
Analyst

Bureau Chief




DY LA

nion Lounty

Clayton Kiesling PO Box 430 Brandy Thompson
Chair Clayton, NM 88415 County Manager
Justin Bennett (575)374-8896

Member (575)374-2763 Fax Stephen C. Ross
Lloyd “Red” Miller WWW.Unionnm.us County Attorney
Member

Resolution #2025-42
2025 Annual Road Certification

We, the Board of Commissioners, County of Union, New Mexico do hereby certify to the best
of our knowledge that Union County has 1,176.35 miles of county-maintained roads.

Passed, adopted and approved, this 10th day of February, 2025, at the regularly scheduled
meeting of the County of Union Board of Commissioners.

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS - UNION COUNTY

Clayton Kiesling, Chairman

Justin Bennett, Member

Lloyd Miller, Member
ATTEST

Devian Fields, County Clerk
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RESOLUTION 2025-43

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF UNION
COUNTY, NEW MEXICO, EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT
CONTROL AND PARTICIPATION AS A COOPERATING AGENCY UNDER THE
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (NEPA).

WHEREAS, the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, 42 U.S.C. § 4321 et seq.,
established a national policy to promote the enhancement of the environment and requires
federal agencies to assess the environmental effects of their proposed actions prior to making
decisions; and

WHEREAS, the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations implementing NEPA at
40 C.F.R. § 1501.8 specifically recognize the importance of including local governments as
cooperating agencies due to their unique expertise, jurisdiction, and proximity to proposed
projects; and

WHEREAS, local governments possess specialized knowledge, historical perspective, and
practical experience concerning their respective regions that are critical to evaluating potential
environmental, social, and economic impacts of federal actions; and

WHEREAS, inclusion of local governments as cooperating agencies ensures that NEPA
analyses are comprehensive, well-informed, and reflective of local priorities, which leads to
better project outcomes and enhanced public trust; and

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Union County believes that effective
governance and the protection of local interests are best achieved when local governments are
granted meaningful opportunities to participate in NEPA processes as cooperating agencies; and

WHEREAS, the active engagement of Union County in NEPA processes will support the
county’s ability to safeguard its natural resources, protect public health and safety, and promote
economic development.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF UNION COUNTY, NEW MEXICO, THAT:

1. Support for Local Government Participation: The Board strongly supports the
inclusion of local governments, including Union County, as cooperating agencies under
NEPA, pursuant to 40 C.F.R. § 1501.8, to provide special expertise and ensure that local
concerns and priorities are addressed.

2. Commitment to Cooperation: Union County is committed to cooperating with federal
agencies in NEPA processes to contribute its knowledge and expertise in evaluating



environmental, social, and economic impacts of proposed federal actions within its
jurisdiction.

3. Advocacy for Local Control: The Board urges federal agencies and policymakers to
uphold and strengthen local government participation in NEPA analyses, ensuring that
local governments have a meaningful voice in decisions that affect their communities.

4. Communication of Resolution: A copy of this resolution shall be transmitted to the
CEQ, relevant federal agencies, and the New Mexico Congressional Delegation to
emphasize the importance of local government involvement in NEPA processes.

5. Impact Study Request: We additionally request comprehensive impact studies for all
proposed projects to ensure thorough evaluation of environmental, economic, and social
effects within Union County.

6. Threatened and Endangered Species: The analysis must consider the protection of 10
critical habitats and 37 threatened and endangered species that may be impacted by
proposed projects.

7. Hydrological Studies: Hydrological studies should include detailed water use plans for
proposed energy projects to ensure sustainable water management and protection of local
water resources.

8. Check Cultural Sites: The evaluation process must include a thorough review of
potential impacts on cultural and historical sites, ensuring their preservation and
compliance with applicable laws.

9. Landowners' Rights: Landowners reserve and retain surface and subsurface rights, and
fair compensation must be provided for any takings resulting from federal actions. The
improper use of eminent domain to seize private property without just cause or fair
compensation is expressly opposed.

10. Categorical Exclusions: Any categorical exclusions proposed under NEPA must be
discussed with the Union County Commissioners before enactment to ensure alignment
with local priorities and concerns.

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED THIS 11** DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2025 BY THE
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF UNION COUNTY, NEW MEXICO.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Clayton Kiesling, Chairman

ATTEST:

Justin Bennett, Member

Devian Fields, County Clerk

Lloyd Miller, Member
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Clayton Kiesling PO Box 430 Brandy Thompson
Chair Clayton, NM 88415 County Manager
Justin Bennett (575)374-8894

Member (575)374-2763 Fax Stephen C. Ross
Lloyd “Red” Miller WWW,Unionnm.us County Attorney
Member

February 11, 2025

The Office of NEPA Policy and Compliance (GC-54)
1000 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington DC 20585

Re:  Request for Cooperating Status for Union County, New Mexico Related to the National
Environmental Policy Act Compliance for DOE-HQ-2024-0089-Potential Designation
of the Southwestern Grid Connector National Interest Electric Transmission Corridor

Dear Sirs,

The purpose of this letter is to request that Union County, New Mexico be designated
as a cooperating agency for drafting, analysis and completion with the Department of Energy
for its analysis of the Southwestern Grid Connector National Interest Electric Transmission
Corridor pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

NEPA applies to “every major Federal action significantly affecting the quality of the
human environment.” 42 U.S.C. § 4332(2)(c). The proposed decision for the potential
designation of the Southwestern Grid Connector National Interest Electric Transmission
Corridor is a major federal action because it will reduce land availability for grazing or
planting, especially during the construction phase, with ongoing maintenance impact in the
operation phase as well. It will have direct impacts on critical habitat for wildlife and native
species. As well as, increased exposure to radiation from EMF (electromagnetic field)

frequencies.

As part of the requirements for completion of an environmental analysis, the Council
of Environmental Quality (“CEQ”) regulations state that “a state or local agency of similar
qualifications [one who has special expertise] may be a cooperating agency.” 40 C.F.R. §
1501.8. The analysis of whether an entity is a is a “local government” and has “special
expertise” is a matter of state law.

Union County is a local government with special expertise. By statute, this local
government is charged with providing safety, preserving the health, promote the prosperity
and improve the morals, order, comfort, and convenience of any county or its inhabitants.
Given this statutory authorities, Union County certainly has the “special expertise” necessary
to assist the federal agency in completing its required NEPA analysis.



We appreciate your consideration and look forward to participating as a cooperating
agency as part of the NEPA process.

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Brandy Thompson
Union County Manager
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