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The four canonical Gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke and John—tell of the 
“good news” of the Messiah: Jesus. The term “Gospel”—derived from the 
Anglo-Saxon “God-spell” or “Good News”—translates the Greek euangelion
(“good news”). Its use as a label for the New Testament works Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John derives from early manuscript witnesses which 
characterized them as “the Gospel According to Matthew,” “the Gospel 
according to Mark,” and so on.

The term itself is used in Mark 1:1, “the beginning of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ,” but it was current in early Christianity before the writing of the 
Gospels (e.g., Paul often speaks about “the gospel” as the good news about 
Jesus that is at the center of his preaching). “Good news” has Jewish and 
Graeco-Roman precedents in Isaiah’s prophecy, “How beautiful on the 
mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, 
who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, “Your God 
reigns” (Isa 52:7), and in Caesar’s imperial announcements.

Mark Goodacre, “Gospels, Synoptic,” ed. John D. Barry et al., The Lexham 
Bible Dictionary (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2016).

https://ref.ly/logosres/lbd?art=gospelprologues_writing.bibliography&off=1112&ctx=The+Gospels%0a~The+four+canonical+Gospels%E2%80%94M


SYNOPTIC GOSPELS

Of the four canonical Gospels, three of them—
Matthew, Mark and Luke—are called “Synoptic” 
because they can be viewed together (syn, 
“with”; -optic, “see”) in a Synopsis, or a book 
that arranges the Synoptic Gospels in parallel 
columns.

Mark Goodacre, “Gospels, Synoptic,” ed. John D. 
Barry et al., The Lexham Bible Dictionary 
(Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2016).

https://ref.ly/logosres/lbd?art=synoptic_gospels&off=1813&ctx=he+Synoptic+Gospels%0a~Of+the+four+canonica
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Jesus initiates His ministry by proclaiming, “The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news” 
(Mark 1:15 NRSV). With this statement, Jesus calls for a serious 
commitment to His message and invites disciples to follow Him. The 
collocation of repentance and belief points to a radical reorientation of 
life for the Jews to whom Jesus preached. In this context, the call to 
belief refers less to treating Jesus as God and more to accepting that 
the long-awaited fulfillment of God’s promise has arrived, whereby He 
has come to break into the sin-dominated world and restore the 
covenantally unfaithful people of Israel.

Jews may have found it particularly challenging to have faith in Jesus’ 
gospel message because Jesus came from humble origins and did not 
seem to have the training and prowess that many expected of the 
messiah. The invitation to faith for first-century Jews was thus a call to 
allegiance—to accept the immanence of the kingdom of God in the 
person of Jesus of Nazareth.



FAITH IN THE 
SYNOPTIC GOSPELS

In the Synoptic Gospels, the language of faith 
relates to trust in God and in Jesus (Mark 
4:40; 11:22–24; Luke 8:25; Matt 21:21–22), 
with some concern for its relationship to 
divine judgment (Luke 18:8). However, Jesus’ 
miracles are of greatest interest in regard to
the subject of faith. The Synoptic Gospels 
record two particular phrases that connect 
healing with faith:
1. “Let it [the requested miracle] be done for 
you according to your faith” (Matt 8:13; 9:29 
NRSV).
2. “Your faith has healed you” (Matt 9:22; 
Mark 5:34; 10:52; Luke 7:50; 8:48; 17:19; 
18:42 NRSV).

Nijay K. Gupta, “Faith,” ed. John D. Barry et 
al., The Lexham Bible Dictionary (Bellingham, 
WA: Lexham Press, 2016).














