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BECKY ZIRPEL, PRESIDENT
 
It is time for National Convention!!  I encourage you to come join us and your old and new NASCOE Friends.  The preferred method to register is through the NASCOE App, but you can contact Taylor Stucki, NASCOE Secretary or me and we will help provide an alternative way.  We have also posted the pages for the registration on
[image: ]the RASCOE Association Facebook page.  If you are a life time member your registration is free with the code of (honorarylifemember), but if you wait to register when you get there you may not have the opportunity to join in on some of the festivities planned.  Register now!!!
 
Our agenda will be printed in the NASCOE folder this year, but I am also attaching it in my article.  It is somewhat fluent to adjust to other’s schedule.  
Our RASCOE lunch on Friday of Convention is a 3 minute walk from the convention center or so it says.  It will be mostly high top tables, but I didn’t see a problem with that.  It is more of a sports bar/restaura
nt style and if like the ones in SD the food is great!  
Social room is in the Double Tree Hotel, but we are told it is just a skywalk away.  
 
 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF RETIRED ASCS/FSA OFFICE EMPLOYEES
Thursday August 8th
                                            River Center east 3rd St Quad Cities IA
MEETNG ROOM - RIVER CENTER - OHIO/ILLINOIS RIVER ROOM
SOCIAL GATHERING - DOUBLE TREE HOTEL 
8:00 AM          Registration
10:00 AM     Officer and Committee persons meeting    
1:00 PM          Becky Zirpel, President
                                    Call to Order
                                    Invocation
                                    Welcome and Introductions
                                    Roll Call
                                    Read and Approve Minutes
2:00 PM - times will be flexible with their schedule
 Remarks- 
2:00 – Hunter Moorhead
2 :20- NAFEC  
2:30- Dillard’s 
2:45– Benefits Direct
3:00- NASCOE President and Vice President 
3:15 - 2025 Convention Information      
3:30 PM
             President’s Report- Becky Zirpel
Vice-President/Legislative’s Report – Mary Behm
  Secretary/Publicity’s Report – Micki Lineman
Treasurer/Membership Report- Cindy Hall
              Benefit’s Report- Shelly Odenkirk
              Webmaster- Shelly Odenkirk
             Audit Committee Appointed          
4:30 PM
Candidacy Announcements
Adjourn
Friday August 9, 9 am
9 AM         
Reconvene – Mary Behm, Vice President – Roll Call
Old Business:   
9:15 AM
New Business:
  Authorization for Attendance at Organizational Meeting 
Discuss organizing State or Area Organizations (seed money)
Any other new business
9:45 AM
Discuss and Approve Reports of:
                                    President
                                    Vice-President/Legislative
                                    Secretary/Publicity
                                    Treasurer/Membership
                                    Benefits
                                    Audit Committee 
10:15 - 10:30  AM Break
10:30 AM
  Presentation of Awards – Micki     Spirit of RASCOE
Spirit of RASCOE committee appointment
Memorial Service
Nomination and Election of 2024- 2025 Officers
Appointment Of Area Representatives and Chairs
12:00 Adjourn-
RASCOE Luncheon - Barrell House, 211 E 2nd St. at 12:30pm
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________
 
MARY BEHM, VICE PRESIDENT/LEGISLAIVE CHAIR 
                  [image: ]
Last night it froze in my “neck of the woods” here in Wisconsin. I am looking to trade some warm southern weather for this very cool beginning to summer. But just like my weather, legislative ideas are cool for federal employees and retirees. Budget talks have begun again and there are many ideas that will not benefit us.
 
Premiums on our FEHB insurances will probably increase and government shares could be less. Coverages could change. Insurance may not continue into retirement. High 3 or high 5.  These are just a few of the ideas being floated in the new budget. Any way you look at it, federal employees and retirees are on the proverbial chopping block. This is not new to any of us, but it is important we maintain good relations with NASCOE and NARFE to maintain our benefits through this period. There is nothing that is final yet so RASCOE will have some work to do. Stay tuned for continued updates.
 
H.R. 82 Windfall Elimination bill is still in the Ways and Means House committee awaiting a vote. It does now have 322 sponsors for the bill. Cost will be considered to its recommendation and passage.
I am working on the Social Room, so we do have a leisurely place to visit with friends and acquaintances. I will leave it a surprise for you but will be enjoyable.
 
Hopefully, many of you have planned and registered to attend the National convention in the Quad Cities. Illinois has activities set up for us that are interesting along with a great convention. We will see you there!
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
 
UNAPPROVED MINUTES 2023 NATIONAL CONVENTION
 
THURSDAY, AUGUT 3, 2023, COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS
 
The annual meeting was called to order by President Chuck Land.  The invocation was given by RASCOE Treasurer Cindy Hall.  President Chuck Land introduced the RASCOE Board and the Area Representatives.  Chuck asked everyone present to introduce themselves and share what state they are from. 
Thursday roll call was 37.
 
President Chuck Land called for the reading of the minutes.  Micki Linehan, Secretary, reported that the unapproved minutes are included in the RASCOE Summer Newsletter prior to our annual meeting and also they are in the Annual Report. 
Brenda Boomer motioned to waive the reading of the minutes and approve the minutes as written in the Annual Report.  The motion to waive the reading of the minutes was seconded by Rob Cline.  Motion carried.
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT -  Chuck Land began by thanking the membership for trusting him to serve as RASCOE President for the last two years. Chuck also thanked the Board, the Chairpersons and the Area Representatives for all of their help during his tenure as President. He talked about the RASCOE support of two legislative issues, the Government Pension Offset and the Windfall Elimination Provision, and secondly to ensure FERS annuitants cost of living allowance is calculated the same as other government retirement COLA’s. RASCOE also supported the membership drive going on within NASCOE and NAFEC.  Our support also involved RASCOE, NASCOE NAFEC, AND NADD working together to support our common goals.
 
Chuck also shared how much he enjoyed attending the NWA Rally in Fairbanks Alaska, the NEA Rally in Wheeling, West Virginia and the SEA Rally in Myrtle Beach, North Carolina.
 
Chuck stated that as he leaves his post after the National Convention, he feels RASCOE is strong and will be so in the future with those who pick up the reigns and the support afforded to them.
 
VICE-PRESIDENT/LEGISLATIVE REPORT –  Becky Zirpel began by saying how much she appreciated working with all of the RASCOE Board and Chairpersons, and also the Area Representatives and thanked them all for being such a great team to work with.   Becky also talked about how her duties as Vice-President and Legislative Chair are somewhat intermingled. She said one of the main issues that she has been working on is the backlog of retirement processing.  NASCOE’s Legislative team created a survey in a shared app for everyone to access.  NASCOE has the contacts with OPM and this information would be shared through NASCOEs Legislative team and their contacts.  She encouraged anyone who is still experiencing long waits in having your retirement finalized, to simply complete the survey to find out where the problem lies.  Other areas that Becky is working on is updating the Constitution and By-Laws.  Travel policy and Duties need to be clarified and new responsibilities added for the Area Representative appointments.  Becky talked about the ongoing bills that have been before Congress for a while now.  H.R.82, H.R.866 and H.R.716. She has been working with NASCOE Legislative Consultant Hunter Moorhead concerning the progress of these bills.  Becky also talked about her trip to Grand Rapids, MI for the MWA Rally in conjunction with the Michigan State Convention.  She said they hosted guests from the MI State Office and representation from NASCOE and WDC.  She spoke about the benefits of RASCOE representation at the Area Rallies.  She had an opportunity to work with MN and OH on how to revive or start a state RASCOE group.
 
SECRETARY/PUBLICITY REPORT – Micki Linehan talked about how rewarding it is to be part of the RASCOE Board.  The RASCOE Board and Area Representatives work hard together to keep everyone informed and aware of upcoming issues.  Monthly conference calls and communication through emails and texts throughout the month keep us informed and on track. Micki said that it’s what makes RASCOE strong, its leadership and its membership.  Our RASCOE Facebook page is out there for everyone to read or to post appropriate messages on.  Also there is our website that’s an awesome place to get updated on what’s happening.  Micki spoke about the “Spirit of RASCOE” award.  Recognizing a deserving member that has been working hard for RASCOE members and their concerns is very rewarding.  For both the person that nominates someone, and for the person that receives that nomination.  To be selected for this recognition is an honor. 
 
TREASURERS/MEMBERSHIP REPORT – Cindy Hall talked about the recent membership report.  Our membership has reduced by 6% over last year’s membership. She said if anyone knows of any newly retirees in their state to please reach out to them and invite them to join RASCOE. Reminding everyone that the first year is free, and that it’s only $25 per year for National Dues plus any state dues.  Cindy thanked all of the state treasurers that help her along the way.  Cindy reported that the RASCOE financial report shows $35,707.38 as of 6/30/2023.  She also stated that she has set up a savings account that we will be putting $5000 a year in.  Cindy said that she had planned to present a RASCOE Lifetime Membership to Mildred Scarborough but she wasn’t able to attend our Annual Meeting.  The certificate will be mailed to Mildred. Cindy talked about membership increase award.  The award goes to Oklahoma for having a 33% membership increase.
 
BENEFITS/WEBMASTER REPORT – Mary Behm said that OPM has begun a new transformation of postal worker’s health benefits coming in 2024. There will be a separate unit from FEHB. She encouraged everyone to be sure to look over their policy information as soon as they receive it.   Mary talked about a budget bill proposal that has been introduce that will change pensions, COLAs and health insurances.  It isn’t law yet, but she urged everyone to review their current health insurances and the offerings for 2024 to make sure each of us have what we require.  Mary said that dental insurance is still of interest to many members.  There are three choices for dental insurance.  To enroll through government at   FedVip during open season, Benefits Direct (formerly JM Marketing) has a dental option, and the third one being to enroll in a private company on your own. Mary reported that our website is performing well.  Pictures of the 2022 convention are posted and photos of our 2023 Annual Meeting will be available soon.  RASCOE constitution and current reports are also posted.  You can view them at rascoe.org.
 
McCALL FINANCIAL and BENEFITS GROUP LLC – Penny McCall, Co-Owner, Retirement Specialist and Federal Employee Benefits Consultant, spoke to the attending membership about the benefits they provide.  In the first stages of meeting together, they discuss with you and your family what your financial concerns are, and your desired plans for the future.  She said they explain how their services work and what to expect from a relationship with them. They work with you to explain all of your options and design a financial plan for you. She said McCall will guide you through implementing your plan. And through an ongoing relationship together they monitor your progress and make changes to your strategy as your life evolves, saying they are a source of dedicated support to your family throughout the years.
 
DILLARDS FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS, INC. –  John Lohr, Dillard’s Financial Solutions, Inc. Marketing Director, thanked RASCOE for allowing Dillard’s to continue to participate in our newsletters to keep RASCOE members updated on all of the benefits they provide. Steve Dillard spoke to the membership about a financial agreement between Dillard’s Financial Solutions, Inc. and RASCOE.  He explained in detail all of the advantages the agreement would include for RASCOE membership. Teresa Dillard introduced Brian Pearson, President/CEO at American Benefits Exchange.  Brian explained that they are a National Marketing Organization, which means they have personal relationships with the nation’s largest carriers that give them numerous advantages over Insurance Agencies and Brokers.  He said they have access to the nation’s largest insurers to find you the right policy for the best possible price by researching insurance options for your personal situation and find the best solution for you.  They don’t try to sell you one policy from one carrier, they offer choices and options. Teresa Dillard said they have worked with American Benefits Exchange many times on benefit issues. Teresa talked about Long Term Care.  Dillard’s has many Long Term Care options if anyone is interested. Teresa also talked about RASCOE entering into an agreement with Dillard’s for being RASCOE’s Benefit Provider.  She said they would be around to answer any questions anyone may have.
 
NASCOE PRESIDENT MARCINDA KESTER – Marcinda said she was wrapping up her duties as NASCOE President.  She spoke about how some State Offices around the country are not providing adequate information to people that are retiring.  She spoke of several people that are going through issues within their State Office and also within OPM.
She said that their NASCOE membership is getting much stronger than it has been over the last couple of years.  They have several new people that are attending their first convention.  Joel Foster NASCOE VP spoke about looking forward to working with RASCOE in the future as NASCOE President.
 
HUNTER MOORHEAD, NASCOE LEGISLATIVE CONSULTANT – Hunter talked how stalled congress has been in the last several months. There are several bills that have been on hold for not just months but for years. He is working with congressional people daily, pushing issues that concern everyone.  Hunter was asked about the Government Pension Offset and Windfall Elimination Provision bill. He said since there have been retirements in Congress it has stalled the bill.  But he thinks it will be brought to a vote and will pass.  Hunter also was asked about Social Security.  He said it is not anywhere near the catastrophe that some of the congressional people are saying. He encouraged everyone to contact their State Representatives and express their concerns.
 
2022-2023 Audit Committee Report – Sheryl Blakely and Cathy Blackburn were appointed to the 2022-2023 Audit Committee.  Sheryl stated that they have examined the books presented by RASCOE Treasurer Cindy Hall and found the records and receipts to be in good order with no exceptions noted.  Ben Bosshart made a motion to approve the report. Gene Vognild seconded. Motion carried.
 
Cathy Blackburn and Shelly Odenkirk were appointed to serve on the 2024 Audit Committee.
 
President Chuck Land called for “Willingness to serve” for the offices of President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer.
 
Becky Zirpel, SD, announced her willingness to serve as President
Mary Behm, WI, announced her willingness to serve as Vice President
Micki Linehan, ID, announced her willingness to serve as Secretary
Cindy Hall, NE, announced her willingness to serve as Treasurer
 
Thursday session was recessed at 4:00 p.m. and will resume Friday at 9:00 a.m.
 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 4, 2023 COLLEGE STATION, TX
 
Meeting resume at 9:00 a.m.
 
Roll Call resulted in 35 members present.
 
Vice President Becky Zirpel talked about clarifying the RASCOE Executive Policy and Travel Policy.  Becky handed out paper copies of the clarifications and changes that are proposed to the membership present. She said the updates are mostly clarifications to include changes that were made and approved in 2022. There was discussion among the members present on the clarifications.  Brenda Boomer moved to approve the clarifications to the Executive Policy and Travel Policy. Sheryl Blakely seconded.  Motion carried.
 
Vice President Becky Zirpel called for authorization and approval for the RASCOE Executive Board to attend the NASCOE Organizational Meeting and any pre-negotiation meetings.  Brian Stuckey moved to approve travel to these meetings.  Gene Vognild seconded.  Motion carried.
 
Vice President Becky Zirpel informed the membership present about proposals from two different Financial Providers.  Dillard’s Financial Solutions, Inc. offered RASCOE $5000 per year for a 5-year agreement to be RASCOE’s Financial Provider.  The agreement included a yearly newsletter they would put out for us among other amenities.  McCall Financial and Benefits Group also offered to be RASCOE’s Financial Provider.  The agreement included an offer of 40% profit reimbursement from all contracts sold due to this agreement. 
There was much discussion among the RASCOE membership present about these two Financial Provider offers.  Many RASCOE members voiced concerns about entering into a contract with anyone at this point in time.  It was noted that our RASCOE financial position is currently pretty strong without limitations that could be involved within a contract obligation.
Brian Stuckey moved that we do not enter into a legal contract with any Financial Provider at this time.  Gene Vognild seconded.  Motion carried.
 
Vice President Becky Zirpel entertained a motion to approve the reports as presented by the President, Vice President/Legislative Chair, Secretary/Publicity Chair, and Treasure/Membership Chair.  Hugh Hunter moved to approve all reports as filed. Debby Sweet seconded. Motion carried.
 
 Secretary Micki Linehan talked about the 2023 “Spirit of RASCOE” committee.   Joyce Logsdon and Laura Howell were appointed to the committee.  Neither Joyce or Laura were planning to attend the Annual Meeting in Texas, so Micki contacted them and asked them who they chose, and who they wanted to present the award.  Joyce said they chose Charolette Saunders, and they wanted Chad Hart to make the presentation to Charolette.  Charolette wasn’t able to come to the Annual Meeting due to a family event that was planned at the same time.  Chad Hart called Charolette and had her on speaker before the membership as he read her nomination for “Spirit of RASCOE”.  She was very honored and moved by the award. 
 
Debby Sweet and Charolette Saunders were appointed to the 2024 “Spirit of RASCOE” committee.
Vice President Becky Zirpel suggested that RASCOE give the “Spirit of RASCOE” award winner a stipend of $250 for attending the Annual Meeting to help defer their cost of attending the meeting to receive their award. It would be a requirement that they attend the meeting to receive this compensation. Brian Stuckey moved to give the “Spirit of RASCOE” award winner $250 to attend the Annual Meeting. Larry Olson seconded. Motion carried.
 
Carolyn Slightom, Illinois State NASCOE President, talked to the membership present about the 2024 National Convention in the Illinois /Iowa Heartland. 
 
Cindy Hall presented the RASCOE Memorial video honoring and remembering deceased members who have gone before us.
 
Vice President Becky Zirpel called for the nomination of officers.
 
Sheryl Blakely nominated Micki Linehan for the Office of Secretary. Chad Hart seconded. There being no other nominations, Micki was elected unanimously.
 
David Goodman nominated Cindy Hall for the Office Treasurer. Brian Stuckey seconded. There being no other nominations, Cindy was elected unanimously.
 
Ben Bosshart nominated Mary Behm for the Office of Vice President.  Chad Hart seconded.  There being no other nominations, Mary was elected unanimously.
 
Shelly Odenkirk nominated Becky Zirpel for the Office of President.  Hugh Hunter seconded.  There being no other nominations, Becky was elected unanimously.
 
President Elect Becky Zirpel appointed the following Committee Chairs and Area Representatives:
Legislative Chair – Mary Behm
Membership Chair – Cindy Hall
Benefits Chair – Shelly Odenkirk
Publicity Chair – Micki Linehan
North East Area – Charolette Saunders
South East Area – Sheryl Blakely
Mid West Area – Tony Austin
North West Area – Janie Hudson
South West Area – Brenda Boomer
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m.
 
__________________________________________________________________________________
 
REMINDER.....
2024 NATIONAL CONVENTION - AUGUST 7-10, 2024 - DAVENORT, IA.  SEE NASCOE WEBSITE FOR CONVENTION DETAILS!!
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
 
 
SPIRIT OF RASCOE AWARD
 
NOMINATION FORM
NOMINEES SHOULD EXEMPLIFY THE TRUE “SPIRIT OF RASCOE” IN ACTIONS, SUPPORT AND PROMOTION OF THE RASCOE RETIREE ORGANIZATION.
 
NOMINATIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED TO THE PUBLICITY CHAIRPERSON NO LATER THAN July 20, 2024
Entries received after the deadline will be reviewed and/or saved for the next year.
MAIL NOMINATION TO:                                                Micki Linehan
                                                                                3743 Swallows Nest Ct
                                                                                Clarkston ID 99403
 
NOMINEE NAME:________________________________________________________________________________
 
NOMINEE’S ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________________________
 
STATE OF RASCOE MEMBERSHIP:___________________________________________________________________
 
IN SEVENTY-FIVE WORDS OR LESS, EXPLAIN WHY YOU NOMINATED THIS RETIREE FOR THE SPIRIT OF RASCOE AWARD:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
OTHER COMMENTS:___________________________________________________________________________________
 
PAST SPIRIT OF RASCOE AWARDS WINNERS:       
2005 – ERA JARRARD, GA                                             2006 – VIRGINIA SHORT, KY (AND ROSE MELICK, SD)
2007 – CONRAD SHEPP, WI                                           2008 – DORIS STUCKY, SD
2009 – GENE LUTZ, CO                                                2010 – CLARA RUTH SAINT, LA
2011 – JUNE FAULK, GA                                               2012 - GENE VOGNILD, SD
2013 – PAUL NEWTON, IL                                             2014 – Leo Osborne, UT
2015 - Lynda Steichen, SD                                           2016 – Sandi Rocker, NE                                              
2017 -  Mike Schryer, AL                                              2018 – Joyce Logsdon, KY                                             
2019 – Jim Iverson, SD                                                2020-2021 – Brenda Boomer, TX – Laura Ann Evans, KY
2022 - Laura Howell, KY                                             2023 - Charolette Saunders
________________________________________________________________________________________________
 
 
ELECTED OFFICERS AND APPOINTED CHAIRS FOR FY 2023-2024
 
Becky Zirpel                              Mary Behm                                   Micki Linehan
President                                   Vice President&                           Secretary &                               
206 Heritage RD                         Legislative Chair                          Publicity Chair
Brandon SD 57005                       9097 Thouroughfare RD                3743 Swallows Nest CT   
flyingz@alliancecom.net             Minocqua WI                                 Clarkston WA 99403
Cell:  605-999-2290                     mpbehm9@gmail.com                   mickilinehan@gmail.com
                                                  Cell: 715-797-2407                        Cell:  509-595-0156
 
Cindy Hall                                Shellly Odenkirk
Treasurer &                              Benefits Chair &
Membership Chair                     Webmaster
3025 Snead Drive                      4416 Creighton Loop
Fremont NE 68025 2133             The Villages FL
nwanascoe@gmail.com              shelly.odenkirk@gmail.com
Cell: 402 210 1814                     Cell:  330-64-1475
 
 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FSA/ASCS RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES
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