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Science Shorts -6 
Safety in the Laboratory 

 “Hands-on” experiences are part of many school 
activities.  Science, especially, is suited to “learning 
by doing.”  You investigate; you make things happen; 
you learn from what you do. 
 Science investigations can be exciting.  However, 
they can also be dangerous.  Science laboratories have 
equipment and materials that can be dangerous if not 
handled properly.  For this reason, it is important for 
you to always follow proper safety guidelines.  Safety 
rules are for your own protection-as well as the 
protection of everyone around you. 
 To avoid accidents in the science laboratory, you 
should always follow your teacher’s directions.  You 
should not perform activities without directions from 
your teacher.  You also should never work in the 
science laboratory alone. 
 Notice the safety symbols and rules to the right.  
You should read over them carefully and understand 
each symbol and rule.  One hazard has no symbol 
even though it probably causes more accidents that 
any others.  That hazard is “horsing around “ or 
playing around.  Horsing around in the laboratory can 
lead to serious injury – or even death.  So THINK 
before doing anything foolish! 
 
Underline the most important sentence in each 
paragraph. 

Safety Alert Symbols and Rules 
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