Name ________________________

period _____




[image: image1.jpg]On many nights, the brightest object we see in
the sky is the moon. The moon is Earth’s partner
in space. It orbits, or goes around, Earth about
once each month.

At night the moon can look bright. But the
moon doesn’t make its own light. It reflects, or
gives back, light from the sun. When we see a
bright moon, we see reflected sunlight.

The sun lights the moon in different ways at
different times. Sometimes the moon looks like a
bright circle. At other times the moon looks like a
thick eyelash. These changes in the way the moon
looks are called the phases of the moon. When the
moon looks round, it is called a full moon. When
the moon looks like an eyelash, it is called a
crescent moon.

The moon is the only place beyond Earth that
people have visited. In 1969 astronauts first
landed on the moon. Astronauts are people who
are specially trained to travel into and study space.
Astronauts have brought back moon rocks and soil
to study. They have also collected information
about the moon using special tools.

The moon is much smaller than Earth. If Earth
were the size of a basketball, the moon would be
about the size of a tennis ball. There is no air or
flowing water on the moon’s surface. There are
many landforms, such as mountains and valleys.
The most common landforms on the moon are
craters. Craters are holes in the ground. Most of
the moon’s craters were made by pieces of rock
that fell from space.



Science Shorts -6

What is the Moon?

[image: image2.jpg]| Write True if the sentence is true. Write False if the sentence is false.
" Earth orbits the moon.

The moon reflects light from the sun.

The moon is bigger than Earth.

There are air and water on both Earth and the moon.

S S

There are mountains and valleys on the moon’s surface.

E Write the word that best completes each sentence.

craters crescent full month phases

1. It takes about one for the moon to
orbit Earth.

2. The different ways the moon looks at different times are called the

of the moon.

3. When the moon looks round, it is called a

moon.

4. When the moon looks like a thick eyelash, it is called

a moon.

5. The moon is covered with holes called
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[image: image4.jpg]The moon looks bright because it

reflects light from the sun toward
Earth.




Explain what you see in the picture.

_________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

Write your notes about what you are reading in this space.








