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Science Shorts –6 
 

   



Comets, Meteors and Asteroids Questions 
 
1. What is a comet?  ________________________________________________ 

2. Why are most comets invisible?  _____________________________________ 

3. What did ancient people think when they saw a comet?  __________________ 

4. What time of day is best for seeing a comet?  ___________________________ 

5. Where does a comet get its light to be visible?  __________________________ 

 
6. What is a meteoroid?  _______________________________________________ 

7. How big are most meteoroids?  ________________________________________ 

 
8. What is a meteor?  __________________________________________________ 

9. What causes a meteor to glow?  _______________________________________ 

 
10.  What is a meteorite?  ______________________________________________ 

11. About how many meteorites hit the earth each year?  ______________________ 

12. How big are most meteorites?  ________________________________________ 

13. What was the largest meteorite ever found in the U.S.?  ____________________ 

 
14. What are asteroids?  ________________________________________________ 

15. How big are asteroids? ______________________________________________ 

16. About how many asteroids are between Mars and Jupiter?  _________________ 

 

17. In the space below draw and label a comet, meteor, meteoroid, meteorite and an 
asteroid. 
 


