7th grade Teacher Information
Unit 7 Variations Within Species
TEKS

Ⓢ _SCI.7.11A Examine organisms or their structures, such as insects or leaves, and use dichotomous keys for identification. 

SCI.7.11B Explain variation within a population or species by comparing external features, behaviors, or physiology of organisms that enhance their survival such as migration, hibernation, or storage of food in a bulb. 

SCI.7.12A Investigate and explain how internal structures of organisms have adaptations that allow specific functions, such as gills in fish, hollow bones in birds, or xylem in plants. 

Activity 1  Using A Dichotomous Key


Materials:  Organisms and Objects pictures, Animal Dichotomous Key and Animal Dichotomous Key Pictures  - laminated or placed in plastic sleeve for protection.

Focus:  I can examine organisms and use dichotomous keys for identification.

Language Objective:  I can speak with my partners about animal characteristics.

Activity 2  Variations in Populations


Materials:  clothespin, toothpick, plastic spoon, scissors (small child pair), cups of small seeds for each group, cups of large beans for each group, cups of dry macaroni shells for each group, cup of packing peanuts for each group, tray per group, cups per student
Focus:  I can explain variation within a population by comparing external features and behaviors that enhance their survival.

Language Objective:  I can watch and summarize a video.
Activity 3  Adaptations for Survival

Materials:  1 round and 1 flat toothpick for each student, 1 sheet of copy paper and 3 inches of tape per table, 1 roll of masking tape per table, 1 peanut in the shell per student.

Focus:  I can investigate how internal structures of organisms have adaptations that allow specific functions, such as gills in fish and hollow bones in birds.

Language Objective:  I can speak with my partners to help build a strong structure.
