Unit 10 
Biodiversity Of Ecosystems
7th grade
.

SCI.7.5B Demonstrate and explain the cycling of matter within living systems, such as in the decay of biomass in a compost bin.

SCI.7.5C Diagram the flow of energy through living systems including food chains, food webs and energy pyramids.
SCI.7.10A Observe and describe how different environments, including microhabitats in schoolyards and biomes, support different varieties of organisms.

SCI.7.10B Describe how biodiversity contributes to the sustainability of an ecosystem.

SCI.7.10C Observe, record, and describe the role of ecological succession such as in a microhabitat of a garden with weeds.
Activity 1 What’s in an Ecosystem?


Materials:  colored pencils
Focus:  I can describe how different environments support varieties of organisms.

Activity 2 Learning About Food Chains



Materials:  Organism Cards, Food Chain diagram, video from 


missdoctorbailer.com

Focus:  I can diagram the flow of energy through living systems using a food chain.

Activity 3  The Difference Between Food Chains and Food Webs


Materials:  colored pencils, video from missdoctorbailer.com
Focus:  I can diagram the flow of energy in food webs.

Activity 4  Learning About Energy Pyramids

Materials:  colored pencils

Focus:  I can diagram the flow of energy in an energy pyramid.

Activity 5  Ecological Succession


Materials: animation from 


http://bcs.whfreeman.com/thelifewire/content/chp55/55020.html

Focus:  I can record and describe the role of ecological succession in an ecosystem.

Activity 6 Biodiversity

Materials:  Index Cards – 2 per student, Habitat Cards – 1 per student (4 per table)
Focus:  I can describe how biodiversity contributes to the sustainability of an ecosystem.

