Name ________________________

period _____


Science Skills-6

Identifying Variables

A variable is something that can change.  The word vary means to change. In every experiment there are a number of variables.  

Read the following experiments and name one thing that could be changed.  The first two are done for you.

1. Jose wanted to find out if putting different amounts of water in glasses would make a different sound when a metal spoon was tapped against the side of the glass. 

What is being changed?   Ans: amounts of water   

2. Daisy wanted to find out if different places on the tongue tasted different flavors. 

What is being changed?    Ans:    places on the tongue  

3. Christopher wanted to find out what types of food attract houseflies. 

What is being changed?     _________________________________     

4. Michelle wanted to find out how long different batteries lasted.  

What is being changed?      ________________________________    

5. Maria wanted to find out if temperature had an effect on how fast water evaporated. 

What is being changed?   __________________________________    

6. Oscar wanted to find out if the amount of water had any effect on how tall bean plants grew. 

What is being changed?     ________________________________    

 7. Jude wanted to find out which objects conducted electricity. 

What is being changed?   _______________________________     

8. Vanessa wanted to find out which sodas are bad for your teeth. 

What is being changed?   _______________________________     

9. Carlos wanted to find out which mosquito repellent worked the best. 

What is being changed?   ______________________________     

10. Pamela wanted to find out if bees were attracted to different brands of perfume.

What is being changed?  _______________________________    

11. Carla wanted to find out which pizza company middle school students liked best.

What is being changed?  _______________________________    

12. Juan wanted to find out which type of candy middle school students like best.

What is being changed?  _______________________________    

13. Pablo wanted to find out which brand of shoes middle school students wore the most.

What is being changed?  _______________________________    

14. Crystal wanted to find out which books the students at her middle school were checking out of the library the most.

What is being changed?  _______________________________    

