
Name ________________________  period _____ 

Science Skills 8 
Inferring 

Have you ever walked into the cafeteria, smelled chocolate chips cookies 
baking and thought, “We’re having cookies for desert”?  You made an observation 
using your sense of smell and used past experience to conclude what your next 
desert would be.  Such a conclusion is called an inference.   

Making an inference, or inferring, is explaining or interpreting an 
observation or statement.  Inferences should be reasonable – they must make sense. 

 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure A         Figure B   
Directions:  Make 3 observations about Figure A.  Write in complete sentences. 
 

 

 

 

Directions:  Observe Figure B.  Make 3 observations about Figure B.  Write in 
complete sentences. 
 

 

 
Directions:  Explain what happened to the river in Figure B by making an 
inference. 
 

 

 

 
 



 

You can also make observations and inferences from readings.  If you can find the 
information in the reading it is an observation or fact.  If you can’t find it directly 
in the reading it is an inference. 
 
Read the stories below and determine the facts and inferences.   


