
[image: image1.png]


Researching and Debating the Advantages and Disadvantages of Using Energy Sources
We have been learning about the different types of energy sources used in the United States.  Some of them are renewable and others are nonrenewable.  There are advantages and disadvantages to each type of energy.

Materials:  Poster paper and markers OR Presentation software and a computer

What To Do:

1. Your teacher will assign your group a different type of energy to research.  You should find out 2-3 different advantages and disadvantages for your assigned energy.

2. Your teacher may give you a sheet from the Children’s University of Manchester that gives you information about the advantages and disadvantages of each type of energy or may give you time to research it on your own.

3. After your research is complete you should design a poster or a presentation to share with the class.

4. While each group is sharing their presentation, take notes on the next page.

5. After the presentations you will be asked to choose which type of energy is best to use.

Notes on Energy
	Coal

Advantages

Disadvantages



	Oil

Advantages

Disadvantages



	Natural Gas

Advantages

Disadvantages



	Nuclear

Advantages

Disadvantages



	Wind

Advantages

Wind (continued)

Disadvantages



	Geothermal
Advantages

Disadvantages



	Solar

Advantages

Disadvantages


	Biomass

Advantages

Disadvantages


	Hydroelectric

Advantages

Disadvantages




Debating the Advantages and Disadvantages of using various energy sources.

Materials: Signs for each energy source, tape
What To Do:

1. Study the notes you took from the presentations.

2. Decide by yourself which ONE of the renewable resources and which ONE of the nonrenewable resources you think is the best to use.

3. Your teacher will post one of the Nonrenewable energy sources in each corner of the room.

4. Find the energy source you have chosen and when asked move into that corner of the room.

5. Discuss with the people in your corner why you think this is the best energy source to use and be ready to share with the rest of the class.

6. Your teacher will ask your corner to share what you think.

7. After each corner shares, you teacher will give you the opportunity to change corners.

8. Count and record the number of students in each corner.  

9. Repeat the process for the Renewable energy sources.

10. Make 2 bar graphs showing the type of energy source and the number of students who choose it.

	Nonrenewable
	
	Renewable
	

	Natural Gas
	
	Wind
	

	Oil
	
	Solar
	

	Coal
	
	Geothermal
	

	Nuclear
	
	Hydroelectric
	



Name _____________________           period _____
Exit Ticket

Researching and Debating Energy Sources
1. Make a bar graph of the number of students who chose each of the nonrenewable energy sources.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


2. Make a bar graph of the number of students who chose each of the renewable energy sources.
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Researching and Debating Energy Sources
1. Make a bar graph of the number of students who chose each of the nonrenewable energy sources.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


2. Make a bar graph of the number of students who chose each of the renewable energy sources.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



































