
  
Reviewing Ecosystems 

Engage 
What To Do:   
1. The picture below shows a pond ecosystem.   
2. The parts of this ecosystem are listed below.  
3.  Next to each part, write biotic if it is living and abiotic if the part 
is not living. 

 
Parts of the Ecosystem Biotic or Abiotic 

1. Sunlight  
2. Turtle  
3. Water lily  
4. Mud  
5. Rock  
6. Frog  
7. Catfish  
8. Pickerel Weed  
9. Air  
10. Swamp Bush  
11. Water  
12.  Bacteria (not shown)  
13. Algae (not shown)  

 
 

Explore 
Materials:  Sagebrush Ecosystem Poster 
What To Do: 
1. Analyze the poster on the next page.  You can access a full 
color version at https://www.fws.gov/media/sagebrush-
ecosystem-poster 
2. Review your knowledge of ecosystems by answering the 
following questions. 
 
Questions: 
1. Name an organism found on this poster.  __________________ 
2. What would be considered a population of this organism? 
_____________________________________________________ 
3. Remember a community is all of the biotic organisms found in 
an ecosystem. List 5 members of this community. 
____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________ 
4. What are the biotic factors in this ecosystem? 
____________________________________________________ 
5. What is an example of a predator-prey relationship in this 
ecosystem?  __________________________________________ 
6. Which organisms compete for the Western Yarrow plant? 
_____________________________________________________ 
7. Which organisms compete for the prairie dogs?   
_____________________________________________________ 
8. Where does the energy for this ecosystem come from?  ______ 
9. Name three producers.  ________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________ 
10. Name three consumers.  ______________________________ 
_____________________________________________________ 
11. Name two decomposers.  _____________________________ 
12. Name two herbivores. _______________________________ 
13. Name two carnivores. _______________________________ 
14. Name three insectivores.  ____________________________ 
 
 
 

https://www.fws.gov/media/sagebrush-ecosystem-poster
https://www.fws.gov/media/sagebrush-ecosystem-poster


 
 

 

  

 



   
Explain 
What To Do: 
1. In the space below explain what you are observing in the 
Sagebrush Ecosystem as if you were talking to a student in 3rd 
grade. 
2. Make sure you explain the direction of the arrows, why they are 
different colors and where the energy for the ecosystem comes 
from. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Elaborate 

1. Watch the video “What Are Ecosystem Services?” found at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tEjL9Thzqj4 
2. Fill in the blanks from the Word Bank as is plays. 
 

 
 
 
 
1. The 2006 Millennium Ecosystem Assessment defines ecosystem 
services as “the _______________ people obtain from ecosystems.” 
2. One way to think about ecosystem services is to identify 
processes happening in ______________ and then understand 
how those processes benefit people. 
3. ________________ ecosystem services are things that people can 
get directly from nature.  
4. Regulating services are processes that ____________ us. 
5. ________________ ecosystem services includes things like how 
monarch butterflies are important to Mexican cultural beliefs. 
6. The last category of ecosystem services is 
the _____________________services. 
7. These are some of the most ____________ functions of 
ecosystems, like photosynthesis or decomposition or soil creation. 
8. At the same time that the human population asking even more 
from ecosystem services, those same services are in ____________.  
9. Some countries are using far more fossil fuels and emitting 
far more greenhouse gasses than others, but we are all feeling the 
_______________ of climate change.  
10. Clean air and water are all being impacted because these 
ecosystem services aren't being _____________at the global level. 
11. Putting monetary values on ecosystem services is helpful 
because it allows us to understand the magnitude of their 
_________________________to human society. 
 
 

WORD BANK 
provisioning    benefits      help  nature        cultural 
     contributions        managed        effects        decline       
      basic                  supporting 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tEjL9Thzqj4
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abiotic animals bacteria 
biotic Carbon dioxide carnivore 
community competition consumer 
decomposer ecosystem Food chain 
Food web fungi herbivore 
organism oxygen plants 
population predator prey 
producer provisioning Sun 
water   

 

 
Evaluate 
Name _________________   period _____ 

EXIT TICKET 
Reviewing Ecosystems 

 
1. Which of the following is a benefit ecosystems provide? 
 
 A. Photosynthesis 
 B. Cement 
 C. Comets 
 
2. Which list below contains only biotic factors? 
  
 A. Rocks, air, water, sunlight 
 B. Air, sunlight, rabbits, grass 
 C. Rabbits, grass, hawks, mice 
 
3. Which list below contains only abiotic factors? 
  
 A. Rocks, air, water, sunlight 
 B. Air, sunlight, rabbits, grass 
 C. Sunlight, rabbits, grass, hawks 
 
4. An example of a carnivore is - 
 
 A. deer 
 B. rabbit 
 C. eagle 
 
5. Examples of decomposers are - 
 
 A. worms and beetles 
 B. bacteria and fungi 
 C. eagles and mountain lions 
 
 
 


