Teacher Information
6th Grade Unit 7
Organisms and Environment 1- Interdependence

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills

(12) Organisms and environments. The student knows that interdependence occurs between living systems and the environment. The student is expected to:
(A) investigate how organisms and populations in an ecosystem depend on and may compete for biotic factors such as food and abiotic factors such as availability of light and water, range of temperatures, or soil composition;
(B) describe and give examples of predatory, competitive, and symbiotic relationships between organisms, including mutualism, parasitism, and commensalism; and
(C) describe the hierarchical organization of organism, population, and community within an ecosystem.
Activity 1 Ecosystem Organization
	Explore Materials:  colored pencils

Activity 2 Biotic and Abiotic Factors
	Explore Materials:  2 bags of mystery powders, 2 packets of sugar, plastic spoon, 4 spoonfuls of slightly warm water

Activity 3 Competition
		Explore Materials:  brown paper lunch bag per class, Fruit Loops cereal, paper towel, plastic zip-lock bag per group, timer

Activity 4 Predator Prey
	Explore Materials:  Animal Playing Cards – enough so each student has one, 		music from Lion King movie found at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nbY_aP-alkw
	Explain Materials:  video found at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=56IIlZQQfa8

Activity 5 Parasites and Hosts
	Engage Materials: video found at  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dEWD-mZSuKk
	Explore Materials:  3 different colors of paper cut into pieces with enough for 	each member of the class.  Pink, blue, and green.

Activity 6 Mutualism and Commensalism
	Materials:  none
