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City of Perth Charges Nearly $1,000 to Hide Public Art Spending

Save the Kebab calls for transparency on drained reserves and questionable deals

Save the Kebab is demanding answers after being told to pay $957.50 to access Freedom of Information (FOI) documents about the City of Perth’s public art spending.

Save the Kebab was formed because in 2021, the City removed, and in the process destroyed, the Ore Obelisk (The Kebab), a significant Western Australian memorial. In the process of seeking answers, the group uncovered a pattern of questionable decision making.

In July 2024, the City reallocated more than $1.3 million from long-standing art reserves into general surplus, those reserves now stand at zero. These funds were specifically established to conserve existing works, acquire new art, and support commissions.

On top of this, $171,580 was paid directly to Gullotti Galleries with no competitive process, as part of a $250,000 spend on a temporary “spaceman” sculpture. The artwork was promoted as a gift but in reality, was funded by ratepayers, dropped in Stirling Gardens without a relocation plan, and never properly disclosed to the public.

“Transparency is fundamental to democracy,” said Helen Curtis from Save the Kebab. “Everything government does, it does with public money and in the public’s name. The information it holds belongs to the ratepayers.”

“Perth ratepayers deserve transparency, due process, and quality outcomes,” said Curtis. “Public art is part of our city’s identity. It should be properly managed and funded, not drained away to bankroll pet projects.”

The FOI request was lodged in March 2025. Under WA law, agencies must respond within 45 days. Six months later, the City has only issued a cost estimate: $957.50 for 131 documents (621 pages).

“This is why Save the Kebab exists,” Curtis said. “Residents are being asked to pay for the City’s inefficiencies while critical art funds are stripped away. It should not be this hard to see how public money is being spent.”

Concerns have been raised that the City’s FOI function is under-resourced, overwhelmed, and operating in a way that deters public scrutiny. While routine requests should not attract large fees, Perth residents are being asked to foot the bill for access to basic information.

Key Facts
· $1.3 million in reserves diverted to general surplus (now at $0):
· $260,000 Public Art Reserve
· $365,000 Art Acquisition Reserve
· $700,000 Bonus Plot Ratio Reserve
· $171,580 paid directly to Gullotti Galleries with no open tender
· Nearly $250,000 spent on a temporary "gift" sculpture
· FOI lodged March 2025, cost estimate issued September 2025: $957.50

Call to Action
Save the Kebab is fundraising to cover the FOI fee. Once released, the documents will be published for the community to see.

"If the City has nothing to hide, it should not be putting a price tag on transparency," Curtis said.
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