theme to an art-deco qectJon on the third
floor, both of which Bobroff and a team of
artists designed, along with 13 others. -

His .works — usually large-scale ex-
pressionistic pieces — are displayed in-
termittently among the artists with his
newer additions on the third level beside
some of his own sculptures and ceramics.
Others are stored-away items rotated in
for public viewing:

Bobroff hosts two_ to thrce openings
a year, including one New Year’s Day
which Mayor Michael
attcndm and. ‘molher ‘the summer, he
said. The gallery.does ot have set hours,
but accepts a handful of- appomtmenls 4
week; usvally-capping out at 10,

“I"'m-always availableif someone: makes
anappointment: and I'm - here,” he szud
“I'm here most'of the time.”

Always involved in art, at: about age %

11 Bobroff began creahng collages -and
inti , h-his high
school yeirs at West’ Cathohc whete oth-
efp began admmng what he was. domg

“Iguess T liked the idéa of the: reception
of the work-and. I'’built.an identific
around that and kept»paintm :

e s
The, University. City-.native: altended,
“the” Umvcrs1ty of. Pennsylvama, where

he graduated n; ’69 w:th a dcgree an’ art

" turning to Penn for his Ph.D,

.one-of-a-kind,”;h¢ smd of the

hitter, regularly

%sueets lOCﬂllOl'lS, as well as
‘onein New York' Clty, (o how-

history. Two years later, he re-
ceived a master’s in fine arts
from West Chester before re-

He then ventured-into fashion
with his own store - and: the
motto “passmnate shoeq for
men.”

“It was vcry cxcluswe zmd.

business he owned durmg the
"770s and '80s. .

. Bobroff us¢d his 21st, and_
Walnut and .18th and ‘Walnut

case some of art collection. His ﬁrst home

.gallery: was at-23rd arid Pine streets. He. _
traveled when' was:- exlnbxted mcludmg
'tnps to Italy, France' and Spain, with art-
+ists such‘as Salvador Dali and Joan Miro,
_ whom he met, He even-lived in Italy at
- one: pomt to find shogs for his shop.
: 11 his'own, Bobroff lalcesv -
‘good,care of his’ collection. "
- “*You'have to treat them like your Chll-
dren,” ‘he said. “It's very, very important.
: Water can damage them because’ thele sa
~lotof water-based paint.”

“Witha g‘\llery. 3

“Children and_paintings actually min-

. gled quite well when up to 20 kids stayed

dicted:

~ For the-last 0 year:

with the family at " their South ‘Broad

residence. In-laws’ Tom and Enid Slut-

ter have 24 adopted children ranging in’

age from 'l to mid-30s who suffer from
psycho]ogxcal illnesses or have drug-ad-

lﬁmy

wife: have-help support ‘the clnldren, in-

. cludmg purchasing a houSé at 19th and
- Christian streets for them to reside. Oth-
ers: live with- the Slutters near Scranton. '
- Bobroff and l"llh wife are preparmg a let-

collecting the ‘other m'nsts more $0.

The couple--ﬂalso has four 'workm ’on my book 3

rpm—

ter to send to Oprah Winfiey and Dr. Phil
for :support:and are working on devel-

- oping the.nonprofit Tom andEnid Slut-

ter Foundation. The thought of usmg 50
percent of the profits. from the paintings
and an in-the-works book to benefit the
Children through | the foundatmn in bemg

“bandied about.”

Aside from; keeping up thh h:s home
gallery and Helping his in-laws,’ Bobroff
keeps busy with*The Fine Art of Theoso-

. phy” with co-authors Abraiam Davidson,
" an art professor at Temple University, and

Dr..Steve Levy. Theosophy, ‘which means
“divine-Wisdom,” is a major point of in-
spiration in-his work, Bobroff said. The
book will delve into the spiritual influ-
ence.in fine art. '

“It’s been.a few years since I have paint-
ed a large painting,” he said. “I've. b¢en

‘ Lery o
make an appomtment at the gallery, aall
2]5- 465-4009 : &

Contact Staff erter Amanda Snyder at'asny-
der@southphlllyrevlew.com or ext. 117. Cqm
ment at www. southphlllyrevlew com/news




