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Michelle (Martin) Bonner, Rosati-Kain Academy Board President

Michelle holds a B.S. in business administration from SLU, a J.D. from SLU School of Law, a Certificate in
Employment Law from the SLU William C. Wefel Center for Employment Law, and a M.A. in Christian
ministry from Missouri Baptist University. She is currently CEO of AMM Empowerment, an organization
dedicated to leadership, public speaking and professional development. She has extensive experience in
law, human resources, recruiting, diversity and inclusion, leadership, and professional development. She
has worked with healthcare organizations, nonprofits, and law firms, including Lathrop Gage, Thompson
Coburn, Faith Miracle Temple, and Saint Louis University (SLU). Michelle is also a wife, mother and
grandmother.

Cynthia (Forcelledo) Goudy, Interim President, Rosati-Kain Academy
Cynthia holds a B.A in Communication and a Masters for Non Profit Management. Cynthia worked as RK’s
Director of Advancement from 2009-2012. For the last six years, she was Director of Philanthropy at the
Missouri Athletic Club where she created and managed the inaugural fundraising program for both the
West and Downtown Clubhouse. The program included a comprehensive fundraising plan, creation of
marketing strategies, and curating a donor stewardship platform. Cynthia's background also includes
educational fundraising, managing all parts of the funding pyramid. Her favorite part of fundraising is
meeting donors and helping them meet their philanthropic goals.

Marie Casey, Rosati-Kain Academy Board Vice Chair
Marie is president of Casey Communications, Inc., which she founded in 1983. She worked closely with
Terry Mehan for several years on Access Academies’ communications during the leadership of Tom
Nolan. She has served the marketing communications needs and/or in an advisory role over the years
with Rosati-Kain, Villa Duchesne, St. Joseph’s Academy, Vianney High School and University of
Missouri-St. Louis. She is highly skilled in crisis communications and media relations, extensively involved
in the local community (now in ninth year on the board of the Missouri Historical Society and second year
on the UMSL Chancellor’s Council), has written several corporate histories (including Drury Hotels), and is
doggedly persistent on issues that matter to her, such as keeping Rosati-Kain open and thriving for St.
Louis’ young women. She is one of seven sisters to graduate from Rosati.

Barbara Geisman, Rosati-Kain Academy Board Secretary and Legal
Barbara is currently part-time counsel at Thompson Coburn LLP. For 35 years, she worked for the City of
St. Louis, as director of the City’s Community Development Agency, as chief assistant to the President of
the St. Louis Board of Aldermen, and most recently for 9+ years as Mayor Francis G. Slay’s Executive
Director for Development. Barbara is both a registered architect and a licensed attorney, having
graduated from Washington University School of Architecture in 1975 and Washington University School
of Law in 2013. She is skilled at problem-solving in a wide variety of contexts. Barbara’s work with the
City and as an attorney has involved budgeting for the City and its various agencies as well as
participating in a variety of nonprofit financings. She credits RK with giving her an excellent educational
foundation that prepared her for success in her higher education endeavors and in her civic and
professional life.

Angela (Simokaitis) Sanders, Rosati-Kain Academy Board Treasurer
Angela is a business executive who received a BA from Northwestern and an MBA from Washington



University. She's spent decades focused on strategic and financial planning, integrated marketing, CRM,
creative development, and brand building for companies like Subway, Jackson Hewitt Tax Service, and
Fleishman-Hillard. She moved back to St. Louis in 2020 to be closer to her 8 siblings and 17 nieces /
nephews. Growing up in the city with little financial security, RK was critically important in her academic
development and professional career. “I believe RK is a beacon of hope for girls in St. Louis city and
beyond, who are trying to safely navigate the challenges of adolescence with purpose and strength.”

Jennifer Welsch, Rosati-Kain Academy Board Member
Jennifer is a Principal Engineer with the Metropolitan St. Louis Sewer District. A licensed Professional
Engineer, she works in the Capital Projects Group where she leads her team in the management of
multi-disciplinary engineering consultant teams designing critical infrastructure projects. She is
experienced with project lifecycles and focuses on keeping to projects on schedule and within budget.
Jennifer has been involved with many professional engineering organizations during her 24-year career,
including the Water Environment Federation and the Missouri Water Environment Association where she
has worked on many committees but most importantly with chairing the Conference Planning Efforts for
both groups. Jennifer is experienced in asking hard questions and leading teams toward reach a common
goal, within a defined schedule. She is fully invested in keeping Rosati-Kain open for her daughter and
the other students who have already been profoundly impacted by the education and community.

Melissa Brickey, Rosati-Kain Academy Board Member
Melissa is a legacy student: Her mother and three aunts are R-K graduates as are all 6 of her sisters. She is
Director of Advancement at Paraquad, whose mission is to champion equity and independence for
people with disabilities. Her years of institutional advancement work have focused on providing access to
quality education for historically marginalized children. She is a certified teacher and received her
master’s degree in Nonprofit Management from Fontbonne University. She was previously Executive
Director for Diversity Awareness Partnership (DAP), integrating DAP’s long-term strategies with the
organization’s corporate, nonprofit, and community partners. She previously served as the Vice President
of Advancement at Rosati-Kain High School and as Executive Director of De La Salle, Inc. At De La Salle,
she also was Director of Operations for three years and Director of Graduate Support for eight years,
developing an alumni support program spanning high school to college to career. As Executive Director of
De La Salle, Inc., Melissa led the organization through the transition from a private, independent Catholic
school to a public, charter school while also leading a $6.5 million capital campaign and new facility
acquisition and renovation. She serves on the Program Committee for Access Academies and the
Advisory Committee for the Stephen A. Orthwein Center at Paraquad.

Nikki Martinez, Rosati-Kain Academy Board Member
Nikki is a social worker and nonprofit professional with nearly almost 20 years of experience. As the
Community Investment Manager with the St. Louis Community Foundation, she works to stay educated
about the local nonprofit landscape and connect donors to their philanthropic visions. Since completing
her Master’s of Social Work at Hunter College in 2008, Nikki has taken on a variety of roles in direct client
services, nonprofit administration and program management. Before settling back in her hometown of
Granite City, Illinois to be close to family and friends, Nikki spent many years living in New York City and
Austin, Texas. She is passionate about bringing her human-centered approach to the world of
philanthropy and meaningful change to the St. Louis Region.

Melanie “Mel” Luster
Melanie “Mel” (Sims) Luster, RK 1999 and parent of a daughter, RK 2024, has a bachelor’s degree in
business administration and is currently an Insurance Counselor with Davita Dialysis Center. While



counseling patients with all Insurance needs, she is able to manage 22 facilities with over 100 patients.
Using her administrative skills of organization and patient care, she is able to assist with sending emails
and calls to all of our prospective donors and alums to continue the RK legacy. She is dedicated to
ensuring that RK Class of 2024 and beyond are able to enjoy the high school experience that she once
had walking through the very same halls.

Nicole Vaughn
Nicole Vaughn, RK 1983, is a vice president with FleishmanHillard’s Talent + Transformation practice,
working to provide strategy and develop impactful benefits and other internal communications materials
for companies including AbbVie, AT&T and Ascension. She specializes in turning complicated issues into
easy-to-understand information for employees. An expert storyteller and accomplished writer, Nicole
helps corporate communications bridge its common ground with HR communicators, assisting with
culture change and diversity and inclusion projects. Nicole previously worked with FleishmanHillard’s
Corporate Issues practice where she focused on external programs for clients like UPS, Caterpillar and
Kodak. She earned a bachelor’s degree in mass communications with a minor in English from Southern
Illinois University at Edwardsville. She will use the skills she first learned as an award-winning reporter
and editor to help ensure that the Rosati-Kain experience remains for future generations of young
women.

Carrie Kleen
Carrie Kleen is a parent of an RK 2024 student. She has been a public speaker for 25 years and currently
works in Corporate Training, leading a team of nine people located throughout the country. Carrie has an
ability to see things with a wide-angle lens which allows her to capture needs that are not easily visible.
She believes that RK serves a unique purpose in the City of St. Louis providing all young women who
attend RK the opportunity to develop the skills necessary to lead St. Louis into a successful and
prosperous future while at the same time finding their authentic selves and giving voice to their inner
truths.

Kate Rowley
Kate (Etling) Rowley, parent of RK 2022 and RK 2024 daughters, is a results-driven sales and marketing
leader known for a unique skill set across marketing, finance and management consulting. Currently a
Senior Director with Comcast, she brings deep experience in customer and retention marketing as well as
the ability to drive revenue growth through strong external partnerships, new products and customer
development. She has served in roles across technology, media, sporting goods, insurance and energy.
Recently she joined the board for Love One Another Ministries, a nonprofit dedicated to racial
reconciliation, which has done work at RK, local churches, and now middle schools; she helped launch
the middle school program at Christ the King School in University City, Mo. Kate values lifelong learning,
strives to create an inclusive, more equitable environment, and helps diverse teams focus and thrive so
they can build better solutions. She is passionate that Rosati-Kain has a unique position among all-girls
education in the St. Louis region and should continue its mission in the heart of the city.

Rose Thompson
Rose (Newport) Thompson, RK 2001, is Chief Operating Officer of ButcherJoseph & Co. She leads the
strategic endeavors and day-to-day operations of ButcherJoseph & Co., a middle market investment

banking firm headquartered in Ballpark Village in downtown St. Louis. Rose holds leadership positions

and membership affiliations with a number of industry organizations, including the Association for
Corporate Growth (ACG), where she serves on the advisory board for the St. Louis Chapter. Rose also
serves on the UMB Bank advisory board, and is a former Commissioner of the Tower Grove Park Board of
Commissioners. She enjoys volunteering with Rung for Women and supporting the Center for Animal



Rescue and Enrichment. Her career experience spans marketing, branding, sales and strategic planning
for privately held companies, wealth management firms, and nonprofit boards of directors. She earned
both her Master of Arts and Bachelor of Arts degrees in communication from Saint Louis University. Rose
is a proud resident of the City of St. Louis and is passionate about expanding opportunities for women
across the world and deems Rosati-Kain essential for this mission.

Elizabeth Vancil
Elizabeth Vancil, RK 1994, is owner of Missouri Residential Care, LLC, a healthcare company founded in
2015 providing long term care for residents dealing with persistent mental illness. Prior to transitioning to
her own business full-time, Elizabeth had a career focused on agriculture, sustainability and international
development in both nonprofit and for-profit organizations. She managed multi-million-dollar initiatives
and research areas to deliver improved products to farmers throughout the world. Her experience
includes working with government agencies, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, the Howard G.
Buffett Foundation, and other companies and organizations. She has developed novel public-private
partnerships, negotiated contracts, led scientific research initiatives, and worked in healthcare
management, marketing and leading people. Elizabeth received her B.A. in History from Saint Louis
University and MBA from Webster University. She enjoys traveling internationally and domestically, hiking
and swimming and resides in suburban St. Louis with her husband and their two children. Her two sisters
also graduated from Rosati-Kain High School.

Holly Livingston, RK Forever Prayers Chair
Holly has a background in Computer Science and 15+ years of professional experience in web design. She
received her Master's of Religious Education in 2015 from Loyola University and worked as the
Technology Director for St. Joseph School-Cottleville from 2014-2018. In 2018, Holly moved to Denver,
Colorado and started at the Archdiocese of Denver, where she met her husband, John. She worked
closely with both the Marketing team and Creative Design team on annual appeals, parish support, and
ministry communications. She currently holds the positions of Senior Digital Media Lead for a Catholic
non-profit and Director of Communications for Our Mother of Sorrows Parish (Johnstown, PA). Holly has
a passion for the Church and inviting others to know Jesus in creative ways. After a brief stop in
Pennsylvania, she has recently returned to the St. Louis area to be closer to her family, including sister,
Rachel (RK 2005) and grandma, Pat (Leo) Merz (RK 1955) — just in time to lend a hand with the RK
Forever prayer group.


