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Jose Antonio Romualdo Pacheco, Jr.
José Antonio Romualdo Pacheco, Jr. (October 31, 1831 – January 23, 1899) was a Californio
politician and diplomat. He was elected and appointed as a Republican to various California state and
federal offices and posts throughout his more than thirty-year career, including serving in the
California State Senate, as the 12th Governor of California, and three terms in the United States
House of Representatives. Pacheco remains the only Hispanic or Latino governor in the state's
history as part of the U.S. He was also the state's first governor to be born in California and the only
governor to be born in the state before statehood. Pacheco represented California in the United
States House of Representatives from March 4, 1877 to February 7, 1878, and from March 4, 1879 to
March 3, 1883. He was the first Hispanic Representative from a U.S. state; several others had
previously served as delegates for U.S. territories and as such did not have full voting privileges.
Pacheco served as state treasurer from 1863 to 1867, then returned to the State Senate until
becoming lieutenant governor. He served as Lieutenant Governor of California under Newton
Booth until Booth was elected to the United States Senate in 1875. Pacheco then served as governor
from February 27, 1875 to December 9, 1875, when Lieutenant Governor William Irwin, winner in the
September elections that year, was inaugurated.
After briefly serving as governor, Pacheco ran for a U.S. House seat, defeating incumbent Peter D.
Wigginton by just one vote. Wigginton contested the election, eventually forcing Pacheco to leave in
1878 when the House Committee on Elections refused Pacheco's certificate of election. Returning to
California, he went into business until winning a House seat again in September 1879. He was
reelected in 1880. (Source: Wikipedia)
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