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20-20 Vision 

Fools talk on and on. No one knows what is to happen, and who can tell anyone what the future holds? 

Ecclesiastes 10:14 

 

With the start of a new year and a new decade, people have been thinking about the future.  What will this 

year of 2020 hold?  We know there is a U.S. election coming up.  People may have plans for travel, or cele-

brating anniversaries, birthdays, and special events.  We make resolutions to live a better life, which we hope 

will have an impact on us for the months and years to come. But to be honest, much of what this year will hold 

is still waiting to be discovered.   

Of course, this doesn’t stop people from making predictions about the future.  Some are pretty ridiculous. Con-

sider these doozies that were supposed to occur by 2020.  Mail will be sent across the globe by rocket. For 

our elections, everyone will be able to vote electronically from home. We will have robots as therapists, and 

monkeys as chauffeurs.  Everything will be made out of steel. Everyone will have a personal helicopter, and 

we will be communicating via telepathy.  Looking at these predictions tells us one thing: there has been no 20-

20 vision for 2020.  

The same can be said about those who predict the second coming of Christ.  Even the Apostle Paul first 

thought Jesus would return in his lifetime.  Dates for the second coming have been given by John Wesley 

(Methodist founder), Joseph Smith (Mormon founder), Jerry Falwell and Jack Van Impe (both well-known tele-

vangelists).  The astrologer Jeane Dixon said Armageddon will occur during this year of 2020 with Christ’s re-

turn sometime in the following 17 years.  I’ve noticed that when the first prediction fails to come true, the date 

is usually pushed back.  Personally, I think it futile to predict something that even Jesus didn’t know. (See Mat-

thew 24:36) 

That brings up an interesting question.  Would we want to know what the future holds?  It seems that it would 

be good to know the future if something can be done to address an upcoming problem.  But if nothing can be 

done to change the outcome, would knowing the future make a difference?  Such knowledge could keep us 

from living life to the fullest in the moment.  It would then be better to live in blissful ignorance. So how should 

we face an uncertain future? 

Maybe we can take a lesson from history.  Back in December, 1939, England was unsure of the future.  War 

had begun in Europe, and it seemed likely that the United Kingdom would soon be involved.  People were on 

edge, worried about what the next year would bring.  It was in his Christmas message that King Edward recit-

ed this passage.  

“I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year, ‘Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown’; 

and he replied, ‘Go out into the darkness, and put your hand into the hand of God. That shall be to you better 

than a light, and safer than a known way.’”  

Those words were written by English poet Minnie Haskins as an introduction to her poem “God Knows.”  It is a 

reminder that no matter what we might expect in this New Year, for good or for bad, we are always in the 

hands of God.    We may not have 20-20 vision for 2020, but we do know this. God will watch over us, the Ho-

ly Spirit direct us, and Jesus will walk with us, to face the future with optimistic faith.  That will always give us 

hope! 



 

 

Income $197,697 

Expenses $200,038 

Difference   $(2341) 

 

 5 PM 10 AM  Total Advent 

Nov. 30/December 1  15 63 78 

December 7/8 20 60 105 25 

December 14/15 19 173 226 34 

December 21/22 25 45 90 20 

December 24 55 87 142  

December 28/29  17 32 49 

Avg. of all services 151 460 690 79 

  ATTENDANCE FOR DECEMBER 

     FINANCIAL INFORMATION                   

YTD as of 11/30/19 

 Church Council  

President 

Steve Morford 
309-786-7032 
 

Vice President 

Jim Kernan 

309-716-9531 
 

Treasurer 

Nancy Patterson 

309-737-3821  
 

Secretary 

Rita Gustafson 

309-721-4363 
 

Learning 

Miranda Luder 

309– 235-7263 
 

Property 

Rick Jones 

309-912-3115  
 

Worship 

Stephanie Elliott 

309-428-8545 
 

Service 

Becky Leuck 

309-945-8844 
 

Stewardship  
 

Youth  

Ben Klocke 

309-798-0237 

Matt Morrow 

309-737-0540 
 

Witness 

Darlene Hann 

309-797-2282  

 

 

  

 

Due to a change out of our control, the weekly cost 
for Altar Flowers will increase to $25.00 effective 

01/01/2020. 

Thank you, Salem Worship and Music Committee. 

 

 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  

JANUARY 26th.  Mark your calendars for this im-

portant meeting as we approve the budget for 2020.  

The meeting will come to order following the 10:00AM 

Sunday Service. 

tel:3097972282
tel:3097972282


 

 

.  

SALEM SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

“The Christmas Checklist” 
       (Based on Luke 2) 



 

 

YOUTH 

Youth Groups 

    

 

 

 

  Watch your email and face 
 book for information about  
 upcoming God Star and Jr/ 

 Sr high events in January!  

 

Sunday School classes will re-

sume January 5th, with Teen 

Drop-In, Confirmation , and 

many other fun youth activities 

soon to follow.  Keep watching! 



 

 

Salem Seniors— 

I was wondering if you would be interested in having someone come and talk about 

the different kinds of hearing aids and what is available, possibly get them to talk 

about costs, insurance, who is eligible, and services that are covered with the hearing 

aids.  Please let Melody or the Office Staff know  (309-764-5614) so 

I can get a list together.  I would need to have at least 10 come if I 

have someone come to speak on the subject.  I will take count by 

mid-January so I can get started finding someone to come if there 

is a desire. 

Melody, Parish Nurse 

 

 

No Memorials or Thank 

You’s to report at this time.   

Salem Nights returns with another fun evening of fellowship.  Get ready 

for eats and song as we gather on Friday, January 24th, 5:30 PM, at the Hy-

Vee on 18th Avenue in Rock Island to partake in a delicious meal with food 

and drinks, and then stay to listen to the band, “Troy Rangel & Friends,” fea-

turing our very own Chris Castle on vocals!  Come support a fellow Salem-ite 

and enjoy a good meal, drinks and conversation with this newest Salem Fel-

lowship group.  Everyone is welcome.  For questions or additional infor-

mation, please call Jim Kernan at (309)716-9531.  Let’s have fun at night! 



 

 

FROM THE PARISH NURSE    
I have to tell you about a-year-old beautiful little boy at my home on Thanksgiving.  He was a child of 

one of the family members.  I did not know him so I got down on his level and started talking to him.  

He would smile and very quietly answer my questions.  He did not like to wear socks but did not 

know why.  He said his feet never get cold when I asked him.  When I asked him if he had dinner yet 

he said he had not.  I told him there was turkey and ham and potatoes, and cookies and pies as well 

as vegetables and fruit and lots more.  He looked at me with a big smile and said, “Do you have a 

hot dog?”  Well of course I did not have a hot dog and that was the furthest from my mind on fixing 

the Thanksgiving meal.  We then got into talking about had he ever roasted a hot dog on an open 

fire and he looked at me like, “What are you talking about?”  He then said, “We put it in a pan.”  Well 

he is beginning to learn how to cook I see.  I am going to have to take him to a fireside camp some-

time and show him how to roast a hot dog.  He will be in awe.  I though to myself, he is healthy, hap-

py, well-mannered, smiles a lot, is friendly, was inquisitive and such a delight.  His mother is a grade 

school teacher and brought a carrot dish for the meal so I know she knows nutrition and I am sure 

he eats more than just hot dogs. 

Children learn good eating habits when they are young but sometimes the children can be a chal-

lenge when you try to get them to eat all the types of foods (meat, dairy, fruits, vegetables, breads) 

that we as adults eat.  It takes a long time to learn some of those eating habits like eating broccoli, 

cauliflower, fish, beans, peas, etc.  I know I had some strange eating habits when I was a kid but, I 

finally learned to like to eat most everything or at least try it. 

Nutrition is so important but there are other things that make a child “magical.”  To make children 

healthy and happy it also takes lots of love to develop that solid foundation for the rest of their lives.  

Loving parents shape their positive character, help them through the ups and downs of life, protect 

their innocent spirit, provide appropriate boundaries, and show them all sorts of wonderful things in 

life.  Family traditions bring joy and a feeling of belonging and security to childhood.  The most im-

portant “work” a child can do is play.  It isn’t always good to have all of your time scheduled out with 

experiences that you feel are valuable or maybe you missed out on as a child.  A child needs to 

learn how to play and can do so with simple things.  If they are bored this can often lead to creativity.  

Through play, children learn significant lessons and develop their capacity to learn and create.  The 

atmosphere of the home is so very important because it has a great impact on a child!  An atmos-

phere that supports a child’s peace of mind, natural love and curiosity to learn, sense of well-being, 

and ability to grow is one that supports a magical childhood.  Relationships with extended family and 

family friends teaches respect for their elders, compassion for others and a sense of responsibility.  

They learn what they see such as kindness, caring, and loving.  As the children grow expose them 

to the very best to help shape their character and benefit their upbringing.  There are all sorts of 

wonderful entertainment, movies, art, books, music, and media that the child can be exposed to.  

Take them to the library.  They have excellent books and programs available for the children.  The 

natural love a child has to learn and has curiosity of something is to be treasured.  Kindle this enthu-

siasm and let them grow.  All of these things: nutrition, love, play, traditions, atmosphere, family 

beauty, and wonder will impact them throughout their lives.  Bless the children and keep them well in 

mind, body, and spirit.  They are the future. 

   Happy New Year, Melody, Parish Nurse 



 

 

GREEN TEAM 

 

How to Increase Biodiversity in Your Own Backyard 
Earlier this year, the United Nations came out with the most alarming report to date about the state of the world’s biodiversity. In short, 

it’s decreasing at unprecedented rates. And while this may not be a huge surprise, the report is another shocking warning that we 

must act now. The Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) Chair, Sir Robert Wat-

son, summarized that “The health of ecosystems on which we and all other species depend is deteriorating more rapidly than ever. 

We are eroding the very foundations of our economies, livelihoods, food security, health and quality of life worldwide.” 

The report cited five major causes of massive biodiversity loss: “(1) changes in land and sea use; (2) direct exploitation of organisms; 

(3) climate change; (4) pollution and (5) invasive alien species.” On a more hopeful note, the report also claims that “it is not too late to 

make a difference, but only if we start now at every level from local to global…” And while most of us have no control at the global 

level, many of us DO have the power to combat biodiversity loss at the most local level – our own backyards. So if the UN report has 

you in the biodiversity blues, why get outside and make your own space a safe haven for local species? Here’s 6 ways to increase 

biodiversity in your own backyard. 

1. Quit the chemicals. 
Not only do lawns contribute to climate change, the EPA reports that in 2012, Americans used 28 million pounds of herbicides and 14 

million pounds of insecticides, just on their lawns and gardens! Everyone wants to have a beautiful lawn and garden, but there are 

some detrimental environmental impacts that come with these products. For instance, chemical pesticides are killing off bees and oth-

er pollinators. Chemical fertilizers and herbicides can wash into waterways and wreak havoc on marine ecosystems. Switching to or-

ganic lawn care will make a huge difference for your local ecosystem.  

2. Landscape with native trees, shrubs, and flowers 
Invasive species spread was one of the five issues cited by the UN report, and this often happens as a result of people’s landscaping 

preferences. Invasive species can spread rapidly and unexpectedly, having unintended consequences for the local environment. But 

avoiding invasives isn’t enough. Native ecosystems evolve together, so removing native plants to create developments takes away the 

preferred homes and food sources of native animals and birds. Intentionally planting native species will make other native species feel 

at home. 

3. Befriend the bugs 
In the developed world, we’ve developed a phobia of bugs. And while some bugs can be harmful to your health or property, like ticks 

or termites, the vast majority of bugs are harmless and play critical roles in the local ecosystem. Some are even beneficial to humans, 

eating the bugs we consider to be “pests.”  Keeping your yard perfectly bug-free is a good way to drive away lots of other species who 

eat or have symbiotic relationships with bugs. Do the minimum amount of bug control that’s necessary. 

4. Create a pollinator garden  
What’s a pollinator garden? It’s a buffet for beneficial insects like bees, butterflies, and others who pollinate fruits and vegetables so 

that we and other species have food to eat. If the pollinators fail, the food systems fail. They need pesticide-free places to find food 

and shelter so they can keep playing their critical ecosystem rolls. Here’s a resource on planting a pollinator garden from the UDSA: 

https://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/pollinators/gardening.shtml 

5. Create habitats for other native species. 
This goes a step beyond just planting native plants. Do you have a mosquito problem? Consider putting in a bat house or bird house. 

Be sure to research what is native to your area and what those species like, or else you might just be creating more habitat for inva-

sive competitors! 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2019/05/nature-decline-unprecedented-report/
https://greenlivingideas.com/2010/01/21/urban-lawns-contribute-climate-change/
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2017-01/documents/pesticides-industry-sales-usage-2016_0.pdf
https://greenlivingideas.com/2007/12/17/organic-lawn-care-for-every-green-yard/
https://greenlivingideas.com/2007/12/17/organic-lawn-care-for-every-green-yard/
https://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/pollinators/gardening.shtml


 

 

CHRISTMAS MUSIC 

The special music for the Christmas program was provided by 

our Salem Sunday school children. Thank you to Grace, Jo-

seph, Owen and the Beginner Ukulele Band. Special thanks to 
the Beginner’s Department for being greeters.  

The special music at the Christmas eve service was beautiful. Thanks 

to all who shared their talents.  



 

 

CHRISTMAS AT SALEM 

Members of Salem went caroling to several of our home-

bound members. This was a fun and rewarding way to 

spread Christmas cheer. Thank you to all who provided 

snacks afterwards.  

Santa Lucia (Kassandra Miller)

served cookies at Wednesday 

night dinner while all sang 
Santa Lucia. God Jul!  

Midweek Advent meal focused on “The Gift of the Magi.”  Our  

Confirmation class assisted in worship.  
Thanks to all the hard-working 

people who helped decorate Salem 

for the Christmas season. 

Thank you to the Serenity Circle for host-

ing a Taco lunch after the Christmas  

program!  
Salem’s Christmas Eve Candlelight Service where we 

celebrated the Nativity of our Lord.  



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   

 

1 New Year’s 

Day 

 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

2 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

*8:00 AM  

Maintenance 

Crew 

3 4 

5:00 PM   

Worship 

5  

*8:45 AM   

Sunday School 

*8:45 AM   

Adult Sunday School 

*10:00  

Worship Service 

*11:00  

Christmas Put-away 

6 

1:00 PM 

 Serenity 

Circle 

7 

10:00 AM   

Staff Meeting 

 

8 

6:00 PM  

Youth Drop in 

 

7:00 PM  Con-

firmation 

9 

8:00 AM  

Maintenance 

Crew 

 

12noon Pas-

tors Text Study 

10 11 

5:00 PM   

Worship 

12 

*8:45 AM   

Sunday School 

*8:45 AM   

Adult Sunday School 

*10:00 AM   

Worship Service 

*11:00 AM   

Council Meeting 

13 14 

9:30 AM   

Polka Band 

 

10:00 AM   

Staff Meeting 

 

15 

6:00 PM  

Youth Drop in 

 

7:00 PM  Con-

firmation 

16 

8:00 AM  

Maintenance 

Crew 

 

12noon Pas-

tors Text Study 

17 18 

5:00 PM  Wor-

ship 

 

6:30 PM  Girl 

Scouts Dinner/

Dance in Audi-

torium  

19 

8:45 AM   

Sunday School 

 

8:45 AM   

Adult Sunday School 

 

10:00 AM   

Worship Service 

20   

MLK Day 

 

21 

10:00 AM   

Staff Meeting 

 

22 

6:00 PM  

Youth Drop in 

 

7:00 PM  Con-

firmation 

23 

8:00 AM  

Maintenance 

Crew 

 

12noon Pas-

tors Text Study 

24 

5:30 PM  

Salem 

Nights  

 

25 

5:00 PM   

Worship 

26 

*8:45 AM   

Sunday School 

*8:45 AM   

Adult Sunday School 

*10:00 AM 

Worship Service 

*11:00 AM  Congre-

gational Meeting 

27 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

28 

9:30 AM   

Polka Band 

 

10:00 AM   

Staff Meeting 

 

11:00 AM   

Support Group 

29 

6:00 PM  

Youth Drop in 

 

7:00 PM  Con-

firmation 

30 

8:00 AM  

Maintenance 

Crew 

 

12noon Pas-

tors Text Study 

31 

Newslet-

ter Collat-

ing 

 



 

 

January Birthdays 

Mandy Bergeson  1/1 

Amy Tollenaer  1/1 

Sarah Tollenaer  1/2 

Elizabeth Otten  1/5 

Adriana Sabat   1/8 

Martha Kernan  1/11 

Joann Knochemus  1/12 

Beth Tagtmeier  1/12 

Barbara Tillberg  1/12 

Heather Locander  1/13 

Richard Jones              1/14 

Mary Gidel              1/16 

Tyler Wilburn              1/16 

Benjamin Klocke  1/17 

Linda Lundgren  1/19 

Howard Findahl  1/20 

Jay Morrow   1/21 

Morgan Nesbitt  1/21 

Lawrence Ontiveros  1/21 

Lori Dahlstrom  1/23 

Bryton Cole   1/24 

Catherine Tillberg  1/25 

Owen Kump   1/28 

Hildegard Kostka  1/30 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

January 1/5 1/12 1/19 1/26 

Readers TBD Ann Miller TBD TBD 

Communion  

Assistants 

Frank & Karen Ege, 

Loryann Eis 

Miranda Luder, Becky 

VanErstvelde 
Julie & Todd McCurdy 

Linda Davidson, Linda 

Lundgren 

Assisting  

Minister 

Cathy Bigelow/Kathy 

Hotchkiss 

Cathy Bigelow/Jim 

Kernan 

Cathy Bigelow/Nancy 

Patterson 

Dick Fislat/René Rob-

inson 

Acolytes Maycee Jaggers Conner Trapkus Griffin Trapkus Becca Cramer 

Children’s  

Moment 
Sally Patterson Pastor Randy Willers Sally Patterson Pastor Randy Willers 

Altar Guild René Robinson René Robinson René Robinson René Robinson 
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5 
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Inside this issue: 

Saturday 5:00 pm  

 Worship with Communion 

Sunday 10:00 AM  

 Worship with Communion 

  

Office Hours: Monday - Friday    

 8:00 am to Noon  

Rev. Dr. Randy Willers                 

309-292-0881 

EVERGREENS 

 
Happy New Year to all the Ever-
greens!  Just a note to remind you 
we will not meet again until March so 
stay warm and cozy.  Have any pro-
gram suggestions?  Let Jim Kernan 
know! 

WELCA Meetings 

 

Naomi Circle:  Pending. 

Serenity Circle:  January 6th at 1:00 PM – Linda Ontiveros, host-
ess. Serenity circle meets at Salem.  

FELLOWSHIP 


