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Salem News   December 2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Join us on December 12th at 10:00am for the Sunday School Christmas Program. 

"The Real Story: A Christmas Comedy" is a fun, interactive play filled with humor 

from the children and youth as we tell the story of how Jesus was born. Christmas 

songs and special music by our Sunday Schoolers will be highlighted. 

Before the program, everyone is welcome to a special Christmas coffee fellowship 

hosted by Serenity Circle in the Auditorium. Enjoy a cup of coffee and some goodies 

from 9:00-9:50am. A freewill offering will be taken and given to Pastor's Discretionary 

Fund to help those that need a little extra at holiday time. 

Sunday School News: 

December 5 – Christmas Practice, 9am 

December 11 - Dress Rehearsal, 10am-12noon 

December 12 – Christmas practice, 9am and program at 10am 

December 19 – Christmas party for Sunday school, 9am  

December 19 – Christmas Caroling (all ages), 2-4pm 

December 26 and January 2
nd

 – No Sunday School 

 

Christmas Service Schedule 

Friday, Christmas Eve 5:00 PM Service 

Friday, Christmas Eve 10:00 PM Musical Interlude 

Friday, Christmas Eve 10:30 PM Service 

Saturday, Christmas Day NO Service 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
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CHURCH COUNCIL  

President 
Rita Gustafson 
309-721-4363 
 
Vice President 
Linda Davidson 
309-236-5624 
 
Treasurer 
Nancy Patterson 
309-737-3821 
 
Secretary 
Marti Kernan 
309-235-0266 
 
Learning 
Miranda Luder 
309–235-7263 
 
Property 
Howard Findahl 
309-792-5616 
 
Worship 
Linda Lundgren 
309-912-5644 
 
Service 
Becky Leuck  
309-945-8844 
 
Youth   
Josh Morrow 
309-792-2248 
 
Witness  
Darlene Hann 
309-797-2282 
 
Stewardship 
Wendy Hilton-Morrow 
309-792-2248  

 
Pastor  
Mike Lawyer 
309-230-6185  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

A reminder that hosts are  
needed for upcoming coffee  
fellowship time. There is a sign-
up in the Auditorium for those 
who would like to provide 
snacks on certain Sundays 
(individually wrapped preferred). 
Contact Linda Davidson with 
questions.  

A Caroling We 
Will Go - 
We Hope! 

Pending Covid numbers and 
CDC recommendations we are 
planning to go caroling on  
Sunday, December 19 at 2 pm 
till 4 pm.  We will meet in the 
Youth Room to carpool to our  
destinations and will return to 
Youth Room for treats following 
our outing.  All ages are welcome 
and there's no need to have any 
musical talent.  Cross your  
fingers we will be able to pull this 
off and bring some big Salem 
smiles to our shut-ins! 

Reminder 
 
Christmas 
Memorials  
 

Are due in the office no  
later than Monday,  
December 20 to be  
included in the Christmas 
Eve bulletin. 
Thank you. 

December 5th after Service 

tel:3097972282
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YOUTH 

 

  
 

Sunday School, 9:00-9:45AM  
Sunday School registration link: 
https://forms.gle/
VsyQQtkdLJFth3jM7 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

God Star 

   Late Night 

Wednesday  

Night Drop In 

Jr / Sr High Class 

Sunday School Christmas Program Practice begins! 

https://forms.gle/VsyQQtkdLJFth3jM7
https://forms.gle/VsyQQtkdLJFth3jM7
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PARISH NURSE 
NOT ONLY DO WE HAVE COVID 19, BUT DELTA VARIANT,  

DELTA PLUS, THE FLU AND RSV.  
 
This fall, winter and spring should be a challenge for the medical staff and individuals. We can get 
vaccinated for the COVID and FLU, and pray the Covid vaccine takes care of most of the Covid 
and delta but the RSV there is no vaccine yet available. 
 
Early in the pandemic many of the children who were listed as hospitalized with Covid-19 had 
come in to be treated for something else and happened to test positive for the coronavirus. But 
now they have completely healthy children getting COVID. By the time you get this article hopefully 
the children will be able to get the vaccine. The Delta variant does not appear to be more  
dangerous to individual children but kids are more likely to be infected because they are out in the 
community and in school, mixing with people who might spread the virus. Most children infected 
with the coronavirus suffer few serious symptoms but a portion of them are going to end up with 
severe disease as are some of the adults.  
 
It is so easy to help prevent any of these problems. Just wear a mask, try to stay away from lots of 
people, be aware of your surroundings, take the vaccine when you can, and just be careful and 
wash your hands.  
 
Any of us can get these health issues but it is especially hard on those who are elderly, have a 
weak immune system, have lung or heart disease and babies who are less than 12 months old.  
 
The RSV is a common respiratory virus that usually causes mild, cold-like symptoms. Most recover 
in a week or two. But it can be very serious for those I mentioned above. Almost all children will 
have had an RSV infection by their second birthday and most RSV infections go away on their own 
in a week or two with no specific treatment. If someone develops signs and symptoms the doctor 
should be notified and most can be managed at home with medication and hydration. Some who 
have trouble breathing, dehydration, high fevers etc. may have to be hospitalized and some in ICU.  
It SPREADS thru an infected person coughing, sneezing, spreading droplets that get in the eyes, 
nose and mouth. Direct contact like kissing an infant with the virus. (That’s a tough one, not to be 
kissing the baby). Touching surfaces that have the virus on it. Sounds like COVID rules. The virus 
can spread for 3-8 days but some with weak immune systems can spread it up to 4 wks. It is DIAG-
NOSED BY A NASAL SWAB. The SYMPTOMS are runny nose with lots of yellow green or gray 
thick mucus, decreased appetite, problems breathing, sore scratchy throat, coughing, sneezing, 
dehydration and fever. The symptoms might not all appear at once. A baby may be irritable, have 
decreased activity, and need oxygen.   
 
If you have any symptoms of illness or your children have don’t be going out, don’t send the kids to 
school, don’t be attending social gatherings or letting kids go to birthday parties that they are des-
perate to go to… If you or the child is sick  STAY HOME and notify your doctor as needed.  
 
The influx of patients showing up sick has no signs of letting up and this winter may be a real 
health challenge.   
 
Stay well, follow advice, enjoy the Christmas and New Year Holidays, but be wise, cautious and 
safe.  
 
MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL OF YOU. KEEP SMILING, BE KIND, EAT LOTS OF GOODIES, 
STAY HEALTHY and  REMEMBER THE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS.         
 
Melody, Parish Nurse 
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CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 
 

 

On Sunday, October 31, 2021, the following young people Reaffirmed their Baptism 
and Faith in Christ our Lord:  Chase Curry, Kaden Engels, Quinten Smith and  

Maycee Jaggers.   
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To the people of the Northern Illinois Synod 
 
October 29, 2021 
 
Dear friends in Christ, 
I love the story of Pentecost that we find in Acts 2. I preach on it as often as I can because I believe the  
Holy Spirit is alive and well and is at work in our lives and in the life of the church. In fact, I believe we have 
untapped resources, gifts given to us in our Baptism, that we neglect to use. 
 
Counting from March of 2020, we are now in the 20th month of pandemic life. Masks, physical distancing, 
handwashing, and sanitizing are still a part of our daily lives despite the wide availability of vaccines. Have 
you noticed how high frustration levels are? Frustration, anxiety, and fear are everywhere. Patience has 
run out. Many of us are exhausted. 
 
We hear dramatic stories almost daily of increased acts of violence on airline flights, in school board meet-
ings, and in medical centers. Less dramatic examples of destructive behavior can be witnessed  
everywhere. I have witnessed them myself at the pharmacy, in the grocery store, and, sometimes, even in 
church meetings. 
 
Every family, every congregation, every institution, and every business is currently seeking a way forward 
in this unfamiliar and challenging time. In our synod, pastors, deacons, synodically authorized lay leaders, 
and congregation councils are struggling to make sound decisions regarding worship practices, Sunday 
School, staffing, and finances. At times, consensus has been difficult to achieve and then support for  
decisions has not been unanimous. The resultant anger is often directed toward the congregation’s  
leadership. 
 
I am writing today to ask two things of you. First, please pray for your congregation’s leadership. Thank 
your council members for their service. Thank your pastors, deacons, student pastors, and synodically  
authorized ministers for their faithfulness in these stressful days. There have been no easy answers to any 
questions that have arisen. 
 
Second, I am asking you to allow the Holy Spirit to bear fruit in your daily life and in the church. Galatians 
5:22-23a tells us, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering (patience), kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 
 
I appreciate the way Eugene Peterson interpreted these verses in The Message. 
 
“[God] brings gifts into our lives, much the same way that fruit appears in an orchard—things like affection 
for others, exuberance about life, serenity. We develop a willingness to stick with things, a sense of com-
passion in the heart, and a conviction that a basic holiness permeates things and people. We find our-
selves involved in loyal commitments, not needing to force our way in life, able to marshal and direct our 
energies wisely.” 
 
Bear these fruits. Be kind to yourself. Be kind to others. Practice extraordinary patience. Love one another. 
Tap the resources of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Peace be with you, dear friends in Christ. God bless you all. I continue to pray for you and with you. 
Walking with you, 
 

 
The Rev. Jeffrey Clements 
Bishop 
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Memorials Received November 2021   
                   
In Loving Memory of Larry Ontiveros                                                                         
Given by…..Joel and Frances Buller, Jim and Karen Staes, June Piff, Jon  
Whitcomb, Anonymous, Frank and Karen Ege, David and Emily Lewis, Margie  
Hulsbrink, Pete and Linda Davidson, Bob and Nadyne Stockhecke, Bonnie Casper, 
Dick and Margaret Castle, Steve and Kathy Hotchkiss, John and Bonnie Lartz,  
Annette Dietz, Darlene Hann, Becky VanErstvelde and family, Roger and Linda 
Lundgren, Jim and Marti Kernan, Jan Swoboda, Alan and Marge Classen, Paul and 
Jane Fisher, Gene and Jean Paprocki, Dan Lindley and Vickie Benac, Rose Marie 
Willis, Paul and Nicole Mueller, Jane Vershaw, Roy and Joann Bender, Anonymous, 
Julie Frazelle Doty, Dustin and Jenna Kidoo, Jessey and Kundip Hullon, Wilson 
Richard, Jr., Jim and Pat Toliver, Sydney and Christine DePooter, Dennis and 
Ruthann Boyd, Dr. and Mrs. Richard Fried, Robert Morales, Nan Friemel, Sandra 
Rickert, Terrill and Susan Johnson, Kevin and Colleen Rafferty, Wayne and Connie 
Fowler, Gary and Kim Fox, Richard Resch, Jess and Tilli Mendoza, Terry and Ruth 
Willfong, Frank and Lorna Ontiveros, Sharon Apperson and Dawn Daly, Mr. and 
Mrs. John Thompson, Mr. and Mrs. Mike Huntley, Patricia Rafferty, Linda Graflund, 
John and Laura Ontiveros, Don and Patti Rosene, Barb Tillberg, Don and Claudette 
Swensson, Jim and Pat Christiansen, Maureen Archibald, Bob and Eileen Prusator, 
Terry and Nancy Brahm 
 
In Loving Memory of Hilde Kostka                                                                               
Given by…..Mike and Betty Pyevich, Bonnie Casper, Larry and Cathy Bigelow, 
Maureen Archibald, Catherine Anderson 

Presentation of Bibles, November 14, 2021 

Please keep the family of Hlide Kostka in your prayers 
as she joined our Heavenly Father November 11, 2021 
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We are Salem 

 
Dear Salem Family -  
Thank you for our Halloween gift 
bag.  We enjoyed everything.  
Thank you to our Sunday School 
children for their cards.  Love the 
devotions for each day. 
 
Thank you for your prayers.  We  
appreciate your thoughtfulness.  Our 
staff and Pastor Mike, you are in our 
prayers each day. 
God’s Blessings, 
Our Love, 
Claudette and Don 
Swensson 

Dear Friends, 
Thank you for the wonderful Halloween 
Treats.  Christ in Our Home is a  
wonderful read each day.  The Lutheran 
will require some studying.  The  
Pathways planner fills a real purpose.  I 
rely on them.  And everyone needs  
tissues.  It will soon be time for Chap 
Stick again.  The communion wafer and 
wine were greatly appreciated.  I have 
already used the BOO stickers.  The 
Sunday School card ws so meaningful 
and well illustrated.  And lots of goodies 
and candy treats. 
 
Please know you brought me a lot of fun 
and love.  My best to my Salem family. 
With love and thanks, 
June Piff 
 
PS.  I had to check out the peanut butter 
bar.  It was really BAT shaped! 
 

 

Give us old Christmas 
Cards and we’ll make  

placemats! 
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Dorothy Nystrom  12/2   Tina Lagerquist  12/20 

Jessica Arp    12/3   Grace Bergeson  12/21 

Karin Martin   12/6   Greg Beierlein  12/22 

Jamie Trapkus  12/6   Jon Gustafson  12/23 

Alyana Cox    12/10   Claudette Swensson 12/24 

Bobbi Luken   12/11   Marilyn Ausheman  12/26 

Caine Wiley    12/11   Andrew Doyle  12/29 

Joann Anderson  12/13   Doug Knochenmus  12/29 

Roel Martinez  12/13   Angela DeCook  12/31 

Michael Clark  12/14 

Camden Roelens  12/17 

Kaitlin Staes   12/17 

Joshua Morrow  12/19 

Nancy Patterson  12/19 

Teryn DeJonghe  12/20 

Assisting Ministers  - December 
December 4

th
         Cathy Bigelow           December 5

th
              Nancy Patterson 

December 11
th
        Dick Fislar                December 12

th
            Jim Kernan 

December 18
th
        Cathy Bigelow          December 19

th
            Kathy Hotchkiss 

December 24
th
        TBD                          December 26 

Thank you  

Laura  

Crumbleholme 

for all the  

beautiful music  

you have  

provided us! 
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Salem Lutheran Church 
1724 15th Street 

Moline, IL  61265 

309-764-5614 

www.salemmoline.org 

  

Worship:  

Saturday 5pm   

Sunday 10am   

   

Office Hours:  

Monday thru Friday 

8:00AM to 12:00PM 

 

Last, but not least…. 
From Chris Castle….a member of the Quad City Singers….. 

May your holidays 

Be Merry and Bright 

Merry Christmas to all! 

Pastor and Debbie Lawyer 

Sally Patterson 

Melody Schnell 

Deb Kronfeld 


