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Salem Lutheran Church Annual Congregational Meeting 

Sunday June 7, 2020 

 

Call to order……………………..……………………..…………………………………………………………………………….Steve Morford 

Opening Prayer……………….…………………………………………………………………………...……………….Pastor Randy Willers 

Determining Quorum 

Introduction of nominees and Call for any additional Nominations…………………..….....Nominating Committee 

Questions and comments on Congregational Reports 

Old Business 

 Bell Master Staff Status 

 2020 Budget Update……………………………………………………………..……………..…………………...Nancy Patterson 

New Business 

 Nominating Committee………………………………………..………………………………………….........Wayne Thompson 

Other Business 

 Recognition of retiring Council Members…………………………………………………………….Pastor Randy Willers 

 

Section A: Committee Reports 

Pg 1  Sunday, June 2, 2019 Congregational Meeting Minutes 

Pg 2  Sunday, Sunday, January 26, 2020  Budget Meeting Minutes…...…………….………...……Rita Gustafson 

Pg 3  Pastoral Report……………………………………………………………………….……….…...…Pastor Randy Willers 

Pg 4  Congregational President………………………………………………………………………...……Stephen Morford 

Pg 4  Salem- Willard Outreach Project  Report……………………………………………..………….Bob Stockhecke 

Pg 5  Parish Nurse Report………………………………………………………………………..….………..….Melody Schnell 

Pg 6  Property Committee Report……………………………………...………………………...…..……………..Rich Jones 

Pg 6  Green Task Force Report…………………………………………………………………….…………….Rene Robinson 

Pg 6  Youth & Family Ministry Report…………………………………………………...……………….....Sally Patterson 

Pg 7    Learning Committee Report……………………………………………………...…………………..….Miranda Luder 

Pg 8  Service………………………………………………..……………………………………………………...………...Becky Leuck 

Pg 8   Pianist Report………………..………………………………………………………...……….……Laura Crumbleholme 

Pg 9  Ukulele/Drum Circle/Boomwhacker band Report………………………………….………….Sally Patterson 

Pg 9  Congregational Vice President/Social Committee…………………….………………..………..…Jim Kernan 

Pg 10  Witness……………………………………………………………………..…………………..…………………..Darlene Hann 

Pg 10  Personnel Committee Report ………………...………………………………...…..…...…………Nancy Patterson 

Pg 10  Worship Committee Report (no report at this time)……….…………….…………….….Stephanie Elliot 

Pg 10  Stewardship Report…………………………………………………………………..……no chairperson at this time 

Pg 11  Financial Information 

 

 

 



 

 

2020 Nominating Committee 
2020 Annual Report and Ballot 

The following candidates are placed in nomination for the year 
 
Congregational Council 
Officer – 1 Year Term 
President  Steve Morford 
Vice President  Linda Davidson  Committee Leader - Social 
Secretary  Rita Gustafson   Committee Leader - Administration 
Treasurer  Nancy Patterson  Committee Leader – Finance 
 
Committee Leaders – 2 Year Term 
Witness  Darlene Hann   Term ends June 2022 
Learning  Miranda Luder   Term ends  June 2021 
Property  Howard Findahl  Term ends June 2022 
Worship   Stephanie Elliot  Term ends June 2021 
Service   Becky Leuck   Term ends June 2021 
Stewardship  open    Term ends June 2022 
Youth Representative – 1 Year Term 
   Alison Locander  Term ends June 2021 
 
Congregational Committees 
Endowment Fund – 3 Year Term 
Members  Claudette Swensson  Term ends January 2021 
   Chris Cramer   Term ends January 2021 
   Bob Stockhecke  Term ends January 2021 
   Denise Gidel   Term ends January 2022 
   Ben Leuck   Term ends January 2022 
Long Range Planning – 5 Year Term 
Members  Steve Morford                   Term ends June 2021 
   Mitch Bergerson                        Term ends June 2023 
   Mandy Bergeson  Term ends June 2023 
   Lorren Gidel                    Term ends June 2024 
   Dick Castle                      Term ends June 2025 
   Margaret Castle                         Term ends June 2025 
   ???                  Term ends June 2025 
 
Auditing Committee – 3 Year Term 
Members  Bonnie Casper   Term ends January 2021 
   Bonnie Lartz   Terms ends January 2021 
   Denise Gidel   Term ends January 2022 
   
Nominating Committee – 2 Year Term 
Members  Wayne Thompson  Term ends June 2021 
   Jon Gustafson   Term ends June 2021 
   Linda Lundgren  Term ends June 2021 
   Margie Hulsbrink  Term ends June 2022 
   Karin Martin   Term ends June 2022 
    



 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING MINUTES 

CONGREGATIONAL  MEETING AND COUNCIL ELECTIONS 
June 2, 2019 

 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 11:15 a.m. by President S. Morford. Pastor offered an 
opening prayer.   

Quorum: A quorum was established with 35 members in attendance. 

Call for Nominations #1: Jim Kernan read the nominations for next year's Council and committee assign-
ments and called for further nominations. 

President's Report: President Steve Morford announced that the purpose of this meeting is to elect council 
and committee members and to address some staffing issues. He then thanked the Nominating Committee 
for their work, and offered several corrections to the Nominating Committee report (delete Denise Gidel and 
Bonnie Casper from the current list of committee members as their terms have concluded; add Darren 
Klocke to Treasurer; add Ben Klocke/Matt Morrow to Youth Representative; add Bob Castle and Loren Gidel 
to Long Range Planning; add Margie Hulsbrink and Karen Martin to Nominating committee.) 

Minutes: Miranda Luder moved that the meetings from the last congregational meeting be accepted as writ-
ten. Myron Yoeckel seconded. The motion carried.  

Committee Reports: President Steve Morford asked if there were any questions or comments regarding any 
of the committee reports. Hearing none, the meeting moved on. 

Treasurer's Report: Nancy Patterson presented the budget report. We are ahead of our anticipated income, 
at this point, by approximately $6000. Without any unanticipated expenses, and with current expenses re-
maining flat or slightly lower, we are at a positive $466 in terms of expenses. In other words, in terms of our 
budget overall, we are at a break-even point.  

In the reserve accounts at Edward Jones, we have approximately $29,000.  

In the past two budget years, we borrowed from the Memorial Funds to balance our budget. We have cur-
rently paid back approximately $6500 of those funds, but still owe approximately $25,000. We could sell our 
reserve stock funds at Edward Jones and pay back the entire loan now, but that would leave us with no re-
serves. Or we can continue to pay it back a little at a time as we are able.  

Old Business: President Steve Morford reminded the meeting that, at the previous congregational meeting, 
we had tabled the issue of hiring a bell master due to lack of funds until this meeting. The question for this 
meeting is - Do we have enough funds to hire a bell master at this time? Nancy Patterson reported that it cur-
rently appears that we do, in fact, have the cash flow to hire a bell master at approximately $500 per month 
for 9 months, or $4500 net ($5700 gross) per year. This assumes the extra giving we've recently been expe-
riencing continues. We do not currently have a candidate in mind - we wanted to be sure we had funds avail-
able first. Discussion followed. 

Pastor Willers stated that we are currently in discussion with someone for the organist/pianist position, but 
that person is not qualified to conduct the bells. We will pay the keyboardist $100 per service, which is the 
standard rate for the Quad Cities. He further stated it will take approximately $2500 to finish this budget year 
with a bell master. We can do that. The question then becomes, can we sustain giving in order to make the 
position permanent. We don't want to hire someone now only to have to let them go at a later date due to 
lack of funding. Funding continues to be a concern. But music is vitally important to worship, especially with 
this congregation. Does Salem have the will to continue giving to fund this position? 

Frank Ege moved that we begin the process to hire a bell master. Rene Morford seconded. Considerable fur-
ther discussion continued, including the desire for a vocal choir to be added as well. After a time, Becky 
VanErstevelde called for a vote on the motion at hand. The motion carried, but not unanimously (3 nays).  

Call for Nominations #2: Jim Kernan read the slate of nominees for office again and called for further nomina-
tions. Pastor Willers moved that we close nominations. Wayne Thompson seconded. The motion carried.  

Elections: Pastor Willers moved that the slate of nominees be accepted by acclamation. Bonnie Lartz se-
conded. The motion carried.  

Recognition of retiring council members: President Steve Morford called the retiring council members present 
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forward for recognition and offered them a token of the congregation's appreciation. Pastor offered a prayer 
of blessing.  

Adjournment: Jon Gustafson moved that the meeting be adjourned at 12:00 noon. Myron Yoeckel second-
ed. The motion carried.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Rita Gustafson, Secretary 

 

 

BUDGET MEETING MINUTES   
 Sunday, January 26, 2020 

 
Call to order: The meeting was called to order at 11:15 a.m. by congregational council president, Steve 
Morford. It was determined that a quorum was present.  

 
Minutes: Jon Gustafson moved that we accept the minutes from the most recent congregational meeting 
(June 2019) as written. Myron Yoeckel seconded. The motion carried. Steve Morford informed the congre-
gation that the minutes from the January 2019 budget meeting were also included in their packet for refer-
ence purposes only.  

 
New Business: President Steve Morford reminded the congregation that the primary purpose of this meet-
ing is to discuss and approve the budget for 2020. However, there are some building construction items 
that need to be discussed. He invited Pastor Randy Willers to lead that discussion.  

 
Building Renovations: Pastor Willers indicated that he would like to see some work be done on the building. 
Money has been given to memorials for the specific purpose of changes and improvements to the building.  

 
The first of these building projects is the construction of a chapel, probably in the overflow area. We cur-
rently have $17,000 in memorial moneys designated for this purpose. Pastor indicated that a chapel would 
be a benefit to the congregation and its ministries. It would provide a smaller worship space for mid-week 
services, private baptisms and provide a place where families could meet privately prior to funerals.  

 
There have also been moneys given toward Youth Room upgrades, including opening the old kitchen, 
painting and fixing the bathroom in the Nurse’s area so that it can be used. Pastor did not immediately 
know the total funds available for this project at this time.  

 
We need a committee to prepare a request for proposal for these projects and to work with the contractors 
to get designs. We could also consider the other open areas of the building.  

 
Cathy Bigelow asked how many people would a chapel in the overflow area seat. Pastor replied that it 
would seat approximately 40. Cathy then asked if it could be used for Saturday evening worship allowing us 
to not fully heat the large sanctuary – this may result in some cost savings.  

 
Karen Ege asked what we would use for music in the Chapel. Pastor responded that he believes we should 
move the clavinova into that area. He also mentioned that we have a couple of small altars around the 
building that could be moved to the area, along with another cross and other worship items.  

 
Sally Patterson reminded everyone how valuable this space would be during funerals.  
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2020 REPORT OF THE PASTOR 
 2019-2020 Program Year 

 
The LORD is good, a stronghold in a day of trouble; he protects those 
who take refuge in him.  

- Nahum 1:7 

 
Over the past couple of years in Confirmation class, I begin by asking 
the confirmands about their highs and lows during the prior week.  It is 
enlightening to hear what they say, because it indicates what is im-
portant in their lives. So for this report, I am going to give my highs and 
lows from the last program year, beginning with the lows. 

 
Lows 

As you might guess, the biggest low was dealing with this coronavirus.  It has forced us to distance our-
selves from one another – contrary to the very relational nature of our Christian faith.  To cancel not only 
our worship services and fellowship events, but to do without gathering for Holy Week and Easter was 
heart breaking.  But as I mentioned in several articles, social distancing does not mean social isolation. 
New ways of reaching out using technology are now being learned.   

Another low has been the steady decline in membership and worship attendance over the past several 
years – even before the coronavirus.  My prayer has been to keep the church growing and strong, but that 
gets harder and harder to do.  Without lay leadership, the responsibility for continued ministry falls more 
and more on paid staff. Even staffing has had its struggles, as we have not had a chance to fill the positions 
of Bellmaster, Administrative Assistant, and Nursery Attendant.  Though I consider this a low, the unfilled 
positions may be a blessing in disguise with the continued sheltering-at-home and suspension of church 
activities. But our greatest loss has been in those who left this world to enter the Church Triumphant.  This 
past year we said goodbye to Pam Van, Gary Benson, Marilyn Holliday, Linda Lentz, Ruth Grimes, the 
Rev. Paul Wolff, and Dick Tillberg.  Such people are greatly missed.  

My last low has been the inability to get several baptisms performed.  We have approximately 5 young peo-
ple who attend our youth events, but are not baptized.  While some of these youth have expressed their 
desire to be baptized, I haven’t gotten a response from their parents as to when the baptisms can oc-
cur.  Baptism is the entrance rite to the faith, where God comes to us and adopts us and promises to al-
ways be with us. It is an important event that is to be done in community, during a worship service.  But 
without having that community gather, it is hard to say when these baptisms will take place.  

But while these lows are a concern, they are not meant to cause depression. God is able to bring resurrec-
tion out of death, so we can expect that God will use our current situation to do a new thing.  So let’s go on 
to the highs! 

Highs 

We continued to do ministry in many old and new ways.  I am always impressed that members at Salem 
continue to step up and fill the duties needed to keep the church going.  Special thanks goes to the Congre-
gational Council who manages to take care of the many details of ministry.  We continued to serve the chil-
dren at Willard School.  Our Vacation Bible School gets better and better, and was so good in 2019 that we 
won a contest sponsored by Group Publishing, who supplies our VBS program.  Evergreens and the Sup-
port Group provide a time of fellowship, and Serenity Circle is still the backbone of many congregational 
events.   

Another high is the openness to try new things at Salem.   We needed a fellowship group that would appeal 
to younger members who work during the week.  To that end, Salem Nights was started to give that group 
an outlet for entertainment and comradery.  Thanks to Jim Kernan and Chris Castle, this group has a good 
start.  We also began using Kahoot! this past year.  A real-time interactive program for quizzes and sur-
veys, it became a part of our Confirmation Program, and was used in a sermon for Rally Weekend.  And 
because of the pandemic, I am now a televangelist (along with many other pastors). Recorded worship ser-
vices on Facebook and YouTube will be a staple for months to come. 

My last high has been the activity and interest of people towards capital improvements at Salem.  Last fall, 
we had a building consultant go through the building to locate problem areas where water is entering.  Most 
of those areas have been repaired with the money we raised two years ago.  Input on a new chapel has led 
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to its design and future construction, using the stage area in the Auditorium.  This was a much better idea 
than the original thought of using our overflow area.  The Memorial Fund was given the resources to ac-
complish this, thanks to the families of Faye Lind Wallace and Harry Webb.  Salem will also be getting a 
new sidewalk on the west side of the building, eliminating the broken concrete that has become a trip haz-
ard.  These improvements will make a big difference! 

Conclusion 

The church is subject to highs and lows, just like our own individual lives.  Salem will eventually gather 
once again to welcome, nurture, praise and serve, as we have always done.  We are an active church 
where the gospel is proclaimed and the sacraments of God’s grace are offered.  Our strengths in the areas 
of youth ministry, community service, and worship and music will continue and grow.  For God is our 
stronghold, the One in whom we trust.  God has protected and sustained the church for 2000 years, and 
will continue to protect and sustain Salem.  Thanks be to God! 

Pastor Randy 

 

 

 

2020 CONGREGATIONAL PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
This last year from June 2019 to June 2020 Salem had an interesting ride through history.  We began with-
out a Stewardship Chairperson but we prevailed none-the-less.  We contracted with Bi-State Masonry of 
Rock Island to repair the exterior brick surface of the bell tower and windows around the third floor Sunday 
school room to help stop the leaks.  The ceiling of the sanctuary was then repaired with plaster and repaint-
ed in the area over the balcony.  The rose window had a leak and has been repaired and repainted as 
well.  During this year we lost our English Hand Bell Choir director to health problems and for the first time 
in memory Salem experienced a Christmas program with no bells.  Shortly after that we entered the period 
of time which will go down in history as the COVID-19 pandemic and we were forced by logic and law to 
close our doors to gatherings until further notice.  At the time of this Congregational Meeting 2020 we are 
still closed to gatherings and will try to conduct our meeting via electronic communications.  During the pan-
demic we proceeded to conduct services by recording them on camera and then uploading them to the in-
ternet for viewing.  Surprisingly, the attendance as counted by the electronic medium went up for our ser-
vices.  For this we are pleased.  Salem also took strides to let every member know that we were aware of 
them, their condition in life, and made effort to reach out in person to as many as possible.  We are still 
functioning Christians and still being creative in our efforts to gather in new ways that do not increase the 
possibility of spreading an infection.   We hope that the coming year will see an end to the pandemic and a 
return to normal church services as well as the rest of our lives going back to normal.  If ever there was a 
time to step up and take a responsible position on our church council, this is it.  Please consider the possi-
bility. 

  

Steve Morford, President, Salem Church Council 

 

 

 

2020 SALEM-WILLARD OUTREACH PROJECT REPORT 
 
During the summer months of 2019 the Salem-Willard committee with the donations of the congregation 
collected school supplies for the 2019-2020 school year at Willard school.   On August 12, 2019 the school 
items were delivered to Willard.    On  September 15, 2019 the annual Ice Cream Social was held to raise 
funds for the Birthday Book project.  233 books were purchased in October and presented to the Willard 
students in recognition of their individual birthdays.  Greetings were sent to the teachers the first week of 
May 2020 in recognition of Teacher Appreciation Week.  We were unable to honor the teachers this year 
with a luncheon because of the coronavirus.  Thank you for your support for the past 27 years.    
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2020 PARISH NURSE REPORT 
PARISH NURSE ANNUAL REPORT - MAY 2019 THRU APRIL 2020 

These past few months have created a different experience for most of us.  We continue to work thru times 
of trial and continue to share God’s love with others and continue with our responsibilities for the members 
of the church, and community. During most of March and April I have worked from home because of the 
corona 19 virus pandemic and restrictions pertaining to the pandemic disease Covid 19.  

VISITS: CHURCH                          135           REFERRALS:    PASTORAL                                            240 

             OFFICE                               32                                     PHYSICIAN                                             36 

             HOSPITAL                          36                                     HEALTH CARE PROF.                            93      

             HOME                                68                                     COMMUNITY RESOURCES                  13 

             NURSING HOME              93           MEETINGS:      SUPPORT GROUP                                   9 

             PHONE                             315                                          ATTENDED                                       66 

             OTHER                                51                                          PROVIDED TRANSPORTATION       9 

                                                                                                       ACCOMPANIED                                66 

             HEALTH TEACHING        613          B/P CLINICS:                                                                     17 

             CASE MANAGEMENT    714          PARISH NURSE MEETINGS:                                            12 

STAFF:  Meet with Pastor and staff each week as schedules would allow and discuss needed business etc.  
.   

BULLETIN BOARD: Updated each month with new information on health events, topics, diseases, medica-
tions, food pantries, health programs available to community etc.  

NEWSLETTER: Given a topic every month that discussed spiritual or health related information.  Things To 
Know To Help You Get Thru The Pandemic –Your Mind Affects Your Health---Risks Factors For a Stroke---
How To Know If You Had A Stroke---Life Style Changes To Prevent Stroke--- Why Breakfast Is So Im-
portant---Ways To Reduce  Holiday Stress---Children Are So Important---This Is The Season---A Special 
Easter Lily For You---What Is The Immune System---Mothers and Fathers. 

PROGRAMS ORGANIZED BY THE PARISH NURSE: 

     AUDITORY HEARING AIDES, by Killean Auditory--- 12 attended 

          Brunch prepared by Parish Nurse for session 

     FUNERAL PREPLANNING by Trimbles Funeral Home---9 attended 

     MATTER OF BALANCE CLASSES (8) by Western Illinois on Aging---69 total count 

          Healthy snack provided by Parish Nurse each session 

PROGRAMS ATTENDED BY PARISH NURSE:  Nutrition, Wellness, Heart to Heart by Dr. Puri,  Accounta-
ble Care, Pandemic, Sexual Harrassment, Womens Health Grant, Preventing Hospitalizations, Cardiac  
Rehabilitation, Cardiac Diet, Care of COPD patients, Lice Clinic, Dress 4  Success,  Evergreens,  Dr. 
Chaudry-Heart Diseases, Heidi Mission Work, and many Parish Nurse ZOOM meetings 

 

Being a health advocate and providing health teaching, I believe has helped prevent falls and injuries, hos-
pitalizations, and provided valuable information the parishoners can easily understand to help keep them 
well in body, mind and soul.                                                                                       

 

                                                                                                      Yours respectfully,  

                                                                                                      Melody Schnell, Parish Nurse 
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2020 PROPERTY COMMITTEE REPORT 

 
At the beginning of the year, June 2020, a contract was let to a consulting engineering firm to study the 
roof, walls, windows and doors of the church building to determine the causes of leaks and damage to our 
walls and ceilings.   As a result of the study  the church underwent an exterior improvement project to get 
control of water leakage in the sanctuary and around the windows on the third floor.  The bell tower was 
sealed and all damage that had occurred the plaster ceiling and walls was repaired and repainted.  The 
source of the leak around the rose window was located and sealed with new grout from the outside of 
the window. The leak in the third floor Sunday School area against the south wall was located and seal-
ant was added to the roof to stop the leaking and repairs to the wall have begun.  A project unrelated to the 
engineering study was undertaken to create a small chapel in the current raised stage area next to the au-
ditorium.  This project as funded by a memorial set aside specifically for that project. Another memorial 
funded project has begun to renovate the area next to the youth room in the basement to make access to 
the current storage room so that it can become part of the youth room snack area. This work will be ongo-
ing throughout the year of 2020.  

 

 

2020 GREEN TEAM ANNUAL REPORT 

 
Green Team Report as part of the property committee report for 2019-20 

Submitted by René Robinson on May 26thth, 2020 

Committee members include Ann O’Klock, Stephanie Elliot, Jim Kernan, 
Steve Morford, Bob Castle, Karen Staes, our Little Library Keeper and the 
rest of the property committee, who were of great assistance to us! 

This year the Green Team planted, weeded, watered, and tended 3 garden 
plots at Salem. The two in front are temporarily undergoing rejuvenation, as 
we put in new sidewalks. Harry Webb’s Geraniums grace our two black pots 
under the carport this year, while we repair the little library garden.  

As Chair, I published several articles on Trees in the newsletter and on our 
bulletin board, especially those needed by our pollinators. We planted 5 on 
our strip of land by the parking lot. Four of them have survived and thrived, 
the fifth, will be replaced this spring.  

We were planning on hosting the Easter Brunch, but the Covid-19 crisis has 
put us on a strategic pause. As soon as we are reunited as a church, the 
Green team will host a back-to-church brunch to raise funds for our future 
endeavors. We have the backing of Thrivent for this event 

Anyone who likes is welcome to join the green team and help us in the gar-
den or our programs. 

Respectfully submitted – René Robinson Morford 

 

 

 

2020 YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRY REPORT 
Activities for May ‘19 – May ’20 included Beginner's and Elementary Sunday School, Jr./Sr. High Sunday 
School, God Stars Youth group (3-6th grade), Jr./Sr. High Youth group, Vacation Bible School,  Confirma-
tion Camp, Wednesday night activities, Children's moments, special music all ages programs ( Boom-
whacker and two Ukulele Circles-one for adults and one for Beginners), Quad City area IGNITE Youth pro-
grams, Covid-19 service projects and "other duties as assigned". Due to Covid-19 pandemic and State re-
strictions on gatherings, youth group, family programs and drop-in went “online”.   
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Highlights are as follows: 

The Jr./Sr. High Youth Group met once a month and is led by Sally Patterson and Miranda Luder.  Activities 
included programs at church as well as outings – Halloween and Glow in the Dark Late Nights, Trampoline 
Park, overnight lock-ins, and an area-wide Confirmation event held at St. Matthews in Davenport. Service 
projects included:  taking Easter lilies to shut-ins, preparing communion, participating in worship services, 
Crew Leaders for Vacation Bible School, home communion to shut-ins, CROP Walk for Hunger, and making 
cards for shut-ins and others.  Attendance for these programs ranged from 12 to 35 youth. 

The God Stars Youth group (grades 3-6) met each month with different activities that included games, fel-
lowship and hands-on Bible lessons.  The group is led by Sally Patterson and Miranda Luder. This year's 
activities included several late night and Sunday afternoon programs. Service projects included making 
cards to shut-ins and Salem members for different holidays.  Attendance for these programs ranged from 10 
to 25 kids. 

The F.I.S.H. Youth group (Prek thru 2nd grade) met once this past year. I hope that it starts up again in the 
Fall.  

Confirmation Camp at LOMC.  Josh, Becca, Alison and Brynn attended Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Confir-
mation camp in June. They spent 5 days and 4 nights canoing, hiking, praying, singing – I think the favorite 
was archery! 

Vacation Bible School “Roar!” was held July 8-12. We had 96 kids and teens and 25 adults partici-
pate.  We had special guests from the community who brought an array of animals and activities to make 
our camp unique.  This is a true team effort!  Salem volunteers and congregation donations are vital to VBS 
success. 

Leadership Lab. Miranda Luder and I were on staff at this weeklong High School camp held at Au-
gustana.  

The Beginner's Department is coordinated by Darla Smith and Marti Kernan.  Little ones play, listen and 
play music and have occasional arts and crafts time.  

Elementary and Jr./Sr. High Sunday School is coordinated by Miranda Luder, Becky VanErstvelde, Mandy 
Bergeson, Julie McCurdy, Jen Klocke, and Sally Patterson. Wendy Morrow plays piano for the Elementary 
group. Sunday School prepared communion for worship during February. We have a core of dedicated Sun-
day School teachers that make the lessons fun and educational.  A big thank you to all for making the pro-
gram a success. Sunday School participated in the worship services this past year and made cards for our 
shut-ins and older members. 

Wednesday Night Drop-in.  Jr./Sr. High youth met for food, fellowship and games. Attendance averaged 3-
10 teens and is run by Sally Patterson.   

 

 

 2020 LEARNING COMMITTEE REPORT 

 
Now that we have completed 2019-2020 church year, I would like to thank everyone for all of their support in 
the wonderful things that are happening at Salem, especially during our time at home.  

The Elementary and Jr/Sr. High Sunday school program had a very successful 2/3 of a year under the capa-
ble direction of Sally Patterson, Jenn Klocke, Miranda Luder, Becky VanErstvelde, Mandy Bergeson, Julie 
McCurdy, Marti Kernan, and Wendy Morrow, who kindly plays the piano each week for the Elementary Sun-
day school. Children and Teens of all ages have had the opportunity to grow their faith with God through the 
help of many people. Our children are blessed to have such enthusiastic and loving leaders to assist them in 
their faith walk.  

Darla Smith continued to help the beginners with the help of Marti Kernan. 

Adult Forum continued to be a success with the help of Pastor Randy and other leaders and attendees.  

Children of all ages from beginners to teens had the chance to participate in one very well attended Christ-
mas Program. Beginners were able to help with passing of the bulletins; elementary and Jr/Sr High took on 
the role actors, teens helped collect the offering, and children and teens of all ages participated in singing 
some of their favorite songs throughout the program. We are so blessed to have a congregation that sup-
ports our children in everything they do.  

Salem Godstars and Salem Youtherans continued to be directed by Sally Patterson with the help of Miranda 
Luder. Kids and Teens enjoyed several bible studies and fun activities here at the church and look forward 
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to meeting again next year. When we weren’t able to meet in person, several Zoom meetings were held to 
help keep the kids together.  

It has been a pleasure and a blessing to have been involved with the educational program this year at Sa-
lem. I look forward in continuing to help with all things educational. Again, I want to thank everyone who 
has volunteered in any way to make all of these programs so successful.  

 
Respectfully submitted 
Miranda Luder, Learning Committee Chairman 

 

 

2020 SERVICE COMMITTEE REPORT 

1. Crop Walk - Sunday, October 4, 2019 at Modern Woodmen Park  We had 16 walkers attendees from 
Salem and  $800  was raised to fight hunger.  

2. Food donated by Salem members throughout the year was taken to the Orion Food Pantry.  

Thanks,  Becky Leuck 

 

 

2020 MUSIC DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
PIANIST REPORT 

  

I have enjoyed my first year here at Salem. I love meeting all of you and working with the staff and the 
many talented musicians, who have participated in our services.  

Thank you to all of our vocalists – Chris Castle, Jon Gustafson, Nancy Hotchkiss, Nancy Patterson, Rene 
Robinson, and the Salem Sunday School Singers. 

Thank you to all of our instrumentalists – Bob Castle, Dick Castle, Drew Klocke, Sally Patterson, Beth Tag-
tmeier, Daniel Tollerud, the Salem Ukuleles and the members of the Salem Bix Band.  

Thank you to all of our pianists – Karen Ege, Ben Klocke, Owen Kump, Joseph Morrow, Wendy Hilton-
Morrow and Beth Tagtmeier.  

Thank you to all who subbed for me when I was unable to be at a service – Linda Allebach, Ilga Higby, 
Marcia Renaud, Beth Tagtmeier and Carolyn Wehr.   

 

Psalm 100 
A psalm. For giving grateful praise. 

1 Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. 
2 

    Worship the Lord with gladness; 
    come before him with joyful songs. 

3 Know that the Lord is God. 
    It is he who made us, and we are his[a]; 

    we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 
4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving 

    and his courts with praise; 
    give thanks to him and praise his name. 

5 For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; 
    his faithfulness continues through all generations. 
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UKULELES/DRUM CIRCLE/BOOMWHACKER BAND REPORT 

 
 Salem has been “experimenting” with alternative musical instruments to strum up interest in worship partic-
ipation:  We started a new “Beginner Ukulele” group on Monday nights that included 8-11 players aged 
2nd grade to 7th grade. They joined the adult Ukulele players for “Jesus Loves Me” in October worship ser-
vice and played a song for the Christmas program. The adult Ukulele Circle met several times and played 
in worship on October and the Christmas Eve concert. We average 7-15 people playing Ukulele and sing-
ing. 

Our Boomwhacker Band is the loudest music group for Salem.  We average 7-12 players.  Our Drum Circle 
did not meet this year but I plan to restart the group.  Fun, fellowship and music are the basis for these in-
formal groups.   The groups are facilitated by Sally Patterson and new players are always welcome. 

  

Sally Patterson 

 

 

2020 SOCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Evergreens:  A great group of people, attending once a month on 3rd Tuesday at 12:00 noon. The meals 
are provided by Karin and husband Gary.  Unfortunately, the number of people attending are dwindling – 
we have either a speaker or entertainment. 

July – Trimble Funeral Home 

August – Gemma Flick from Teske’s 

September – Country Style Ken with ice cream treats 

October – Butch from Trevor hardware 

November – Janet Stodd Flute Quartet 

December – Prime Rib lunch at Christ the King Church. 

A brief break in January and February – then the Coronavirus hit the country- 

 
Salem Nights:  A wonderful fellowship group that just got started at Salem. 

October was the first meeting at Tanglewood Restaurant. We had 20 + people – good fellowship and food. 

November – People met for the Mr. Rogers movie and Village Inn pie afterwards. 

December – Caroling with youth, going to members at their homes and nursing homes.  We even got a 
standing ovation at one facility.  

January – Troy Rangel and Friends featuring our own Chris Castle. 

February – The Wedding Singer play at Spotlight Theatre. 

March – The Quad City Singers.  Chris Castle involved the Old Jazz Standards.  It was excellent. 

 
Summer: Scheduled the Church picnic for May 17th but had to cancel because of the Coronavirus. 

 
Coffee Hour:  A wonderful fellowship on Sunday morning before church service.  Thanks to everyone that 
volunteered to participate. 

 
I want to thank everyone who supported these events.  I want to especially thank Chris Castle, my one 
committee member, for the great ideas she had.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Jim Kernan – Vice President, Social Committee Chair 
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2020 WITNESS REPORT 
Witness Committee has not met since the January Congregational Budget Meeting. I had planned to have a 
meeting after our March council meeting, but before a date had been chosen, the corona virus stopped all 
hope for  a meeting. I spoke with Pastor Randy prior to this about people who had talked about baptisms for 
the Easter Vigil service. I mentioned a person who had talked to me earlier. He said I should call them. I did. 
Their decision was not to have their child baptized at this time.  

In the March council meeting we talked about the long range planning committee. In prior witness committee 
meetings we had discussed getting a digital sign for Salem, so the people passing Salem could see what 
Salem has to offer.. We discussed that many people no longer take the newspaper  and the fact that it is 
harder to get more advertisement in the paper since the new owners had taken over. I suggested this might 
be addressed by Long Range Planning at the March council meeting.  

Respectfully submitted: Darlene Hann, chair 

Committee members: Linda Davidson, Margie Hulsbrink, Miranda Luder, Eileen Prusator 

 

 

2020 PERSONNEL  COMMITTEE REPORT 
The Personnel Committee met several times with the task of finding a new Administrative Assistant.  We 
had interviewed a few applicants when the pandemic broke out – putting that on hold.  We are still looking 
and will begin the process again this summer. 
  
Our deepest thanks to Donna for stepping in when Ann left and her continued work for the church. We ap-
preciate her going that extra step now that she lives out of the area and we do really appreciate her! 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy Patterson, Council liaison to the Committee 
Linda Davidson 
Jon Gustafson 
Monika Luder 
Marti Kernan 

 
 

2020 WORSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT  
No Report at this time.  

 

2020 STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT 
.No Chairperson at this time.  
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