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Salem News   April 2022 

    

 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ at Salem, 
 
I am writing one last time as your pastor. I thank God and you for the privilege of serving as your 
interim pastor for the past 20 months. I arrived during the pandemic which drastically altered the 
way we were accustomed to functioning as God’s church. But throughout this time, the Word of 
God has been preached, sacraments have been shared, and we have worked together to be the 
body of Christ. 
 
Prior to my coming to Salem, I had just completed an interim at Grace Lutheran Church in Knoxville 
on July 3, 2020. I wasn’t sure what the Lord had in store for me, but it wasn’t long before I received 
a call from the Synod to see if I would be interested in serving as the interim pastor at Salem. I  
began ministry with you on September 13, 2020. We have done our best to navigate this difficult 
time and with God’s help and by the power of the Holy Spirit, ministry was accomplished.  
 
You at Salem are blessed by a very dedicated staff. When I arrived, Donna Weeks was the  
administrative assistant who commuted each week from Bloomington to be in the office a couple of 
days every week. She was instrumental in helping me get acclimated at Salem so I could serve 
you. Donna resigned in the early fall of 2021, and God blessed Salem with a new administrative  
assistant, Deb Kronfeld. Deb has been a great addition to the staff and is dedicated to doing her 
best for the Lord. Melody Schnell, your parish nurse, is one who has a loving and caring heart and 
goes above and beyond to help meet the medical needs of members of the Salem family. She has 
served Salem for 16 years in that capacity. She visits and calls on many folks every week. She 
even takes members to doctor appointments and does some grocery shopping for them when 
needed. We have worked as a team to provide medical and spiritual help to many in the Salem 
family. You have a special angel in your midst, her name is Sally Patterson. She works hard and 
long for the Salem family. As your Director of Youth and Family, she brings Jesus into the hearts 
and lives of all she serves. She is tireless in her efforts to serve the Salem family. She does many 
other tasks that are not in her job description, which speaks volumes about her dedication to the 
Lord. Sally has been a blessing to me and mentored me in getting to know the Salem family and in 
putting programs together. Please keep your staff in prayer and let them know how much they are 
appreciated. 
 
I have tried to do my best as your interim pastor over these 20 months. I have not always been able 
to accomplish everything I had hoped or in the way I had planned. But together, we have served 
the Lord. I thank you for your support and will keep you in my prayers as your new interim pastor 
begins and as you continue in the call process. 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to 
you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen. 
 

In Christ, 
Pastor Mike 
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CHURCH COUNCIL  

President 
Rita Gustafson 
309-721-4363 
 
Vice President 
Linda Davidson 
309-236-5624 
 
Treasurer 
Nancy Patterson 
309-737-3821 
 
Secretary 
Marti Kernan 
309-235-0266 
 
Learning 
Miranda Luder 
309–235-7263 
 
Property 
Howard Findahl 
309-792-5616 
 
Worship 
Linda Lundgren 
309-912-5644 
 
Service 
Becky Leuck  
309-945-8844 
 
Youth   
Josh Morrow 
309-792-2248 
 
Witness  
Darlene Hann 
309-797-2282 
 
Stewardship 
Wendy Hilton-Morrow 
309-792-2248  

 
Pastor  
Mike Lawyer 
309-230-6185  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

SOMETHING TO SING ABOUT!! 
After 2 long years of confinement, it’s 
time for Salem to lift our voices in praise 
of our risen Lord.  We would like to have 
a one-time only choir on Easter, April 17.  
Practice will be held on Wednesday 
March 30 and April 6

, 
from 6:15 to 

6:45PM in the church sanctuary.   

Easter Extravaganza 
Salem Lutheran Church is the place to be on Easter morning, 
April 17, for the celebration of Christ’s rising from the dead.  

Come before the 10 am worship ser-
vice for a free will breakfast  
sponsored by the Property Committee.  
All proceeds will go to maintenance 
projects at the church.  Breakfast will 
be served from 8-9:45.  There’s no 
need for  
reservations so bring your friends and 

relatives. Wear your Easter finest for a special Easter photo op 
and have the kids join in on the Sunday School fun.  A special 
Easter service  
featuring the Salem Choir follows at 10 am.   
Breakfast menu:  Easter eggs, pastries, cheese/sausage, fruit 

Sendoff for the Lawyers  
April 24 will be Pastor Mike and Debbie 

Lawyer’s last worship service here at  

Salem. We have been blessed with their 20 

months of service to our congregation and 

would like to say thank you and good-bye at 

a coffee fellowship following the 10:00  

service that day. We hope you can attend to 

wish them well on their retirement.   

Donations for a group gift may be given to 

Marti or Jim Kernan by April 10. A basket 

will also be available for your personal 

thank yous and well wishes. 

tel:3097972282
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YOUTH 
 
Sunday School, 9:00-9:45AM  
Sunday School registration link: 
https://forms.gle/VsyQQtkdLJFth3jM7 
Elementary Sunday School Department (ages 5 thru 6th grade) 
Join us each week as we explore all the wonders that God has to offer through creative and hands-
on Bible lessons. This age group meets on 1

st
 floor. 

Confirmation Class (grades 7 & 8) 
Pastor Mike leads this class each Sunday.  Participants will study God’s Word using Luther’s Small 
Catechism as their guide. This is a 2-year program that culminates in the public Affirmation of their 
Baptism. This class meets in the Library on the 1

st
 floor. 

Jr. High/High School SUNDAY'S COOL!  (7th thru 12th grade) 
This is our most important weekly gathering. Join us for a great time of fellowship and hands-on 
learning of God's word.  This age group meets in the God Star Room. 

Wednesday Nights During Lent at Salem  
Teen Drop In (6:00-7:00PM) – 5th Grade & Up. Beginning on March 2

nd
, Teen drop-in will be from 

6:00-6:50pm (note time change).  Mid-week Lenten Worship services start at 7:00pm and families 
are encouraged to attend our Mid-week Lent services following drop-in. 

Youth Groups 
We hope to have God Stars (grades 3-6) and Jr/Sr. High Youth meet in March. Dates will be an-
nounced as we continue to monitor Covid numbers and restrictions. I appreciate your patience and 
flexibility as we look out for the safety of our youth, children, and volunteers. 
 

 

 
Easter Trivia 

Why is “The Resurrection of Our Lord” called Easter? 
 Like many of our religious traditions and celebrations in the Christian faith, names given to 
various festival days in the church year often have their roots in pagan festivals. The name “Easter” 
is no exception. 
 A monk in the medieval church by the name of Venerable Bede (673-735 A.D.) believed the 
name “Easter” came from the name of the Teutonic goddess of spring—“Eostere.” He felt that the 
name was chosen because of the time of the year that this great festival of the church took place. 
 
Why is the lily the “official” flower of Easter? 
 The lily has become a worldwide symbol of Easter because of its “trumpet” shaped flower. 
The trumpet in biblical literature is often associated with special appearances of the godhead; the 
trumpeting of the heavenly choir at the resurrection of Jesus. 
 There are many types of Easter lilies; the most popular is the Bermuda lily that blooms in the 
early spring. 
 
Why is the butterfly a part of Easter decorations? 
 Many congregations display banners and other types of artwork that contain the image of the 
butterfly which has become a symbol of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. Butterflies begin their life 
as a caterpillar that forms a cocoon or chrysalis. The cocoon is anything but attractive; however, a 
marvelous metamorphosis takes place in the life of the caterpillar housed inside. When the cocoon 
breaks open, a beautiful, winged creature emerges and daintily dances in the spring and summer 
breezes. The miraculous change is often associated with the transformation of the broken body of 
Jesus that was buried in the tomb which on Easter becomes the glorified body of the risen Lord.  
 
(continued on page 8) 

https://forms.gle/VsyQQtkdLJFth3jM7
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PARISH NURSE       
 

 UNTIL YOU WALK IN SOMEONES ELSES SHOES YOU REALLY DO NOT KNOW 

     This is a true story of an experience I recently had. About 10 months ago I felt a marble size 
lump on my lower leg and thought, “What the heck is this, where did that come from”? Well, being a 
nurse I thought I would just observe it since it was soft and moveable. Thought probably a cyst? It 
did not change or give me any discomfort but early winter I noticed it was beginning to change  
considerably in size and shape. You could not visualize it, only palpate it.  The holidays were  
coming up and I knew the medical teams were very busy and all sorts of events for the holidays 
had been planned and I did not want to cause problems so I decided to wait till after the holidays to 
find out what was going on with my leg.     
     This gave me plenty of time to do my research. I had to figure out what this might be. Oh my 
gosh, I must have read everything I could and what it could be, how to treat, what would I do if I 
had to have surgery and what if they had to amputate my leg!. Oh, the thoughts and nights I rolled 
around in bed thinking of all the possibilities. How could I go up and down 4 flights of stairs several 
times a day, etc. with 1 leg. Then I saw a young adventurist with 1 leg who had a wonderful  
prosthesis and hiked, surfed, climbed mountains etc.. Thought if the “lump” came to the point  
needing an amputation I guess I could handle it.       Maybe? 
     I called my doctor’s office and they got me in within a few days. Was I ever glad of that, not that 
I had waited about 10 months to call the Dr., but now wanted someone to see me soon, like NOW. 
     I was getting very anxious. I saw the nurse practitioner and an ultra sound was ordered and I 
got in that same week. The radiologist sent the report to the Dr.’s office and it also comes up on 
mychartunitypoint.org.  The radiologist suggested a MRI. I saw my dr. the following week and told 
him maybe a biopsy would show what it was and we would not have to do the MRI. He just gently 
nodded his head “NO, you need the MRI”.  “OK, you are the Dr.” I said. I had never seen a MRI 
machine before and all I knew was that they were very noisy and you got put in a little narrow tube 
for about an hour. I thought. ”How in the world am I going to lay still without moving for 1 hour. All 
night long I kept thinking, I can’t lay still for an hour!  “This will never work”. The MRI appointment 
was made the day after The MRI scheduler got the order. I was sure glad of that because I had so 
many thoughts going on in my head it was bizarre. The MRI was done at Metro MRI and they were 
all very nice there.  The technician was very nice. The room was warm and she made me very 
comfortable with a soft pad to lie on, 2 nice pillows, a warm blanket, head phones with your choice 
of music to help keep noise of MRI down and help you relax. (I chose Country Western because at 
least I can understand the words and longtime fan of Willie; he may have been a rascal but he 
helped a lot of people and was good to everyone that needed help). I said to the tech, “Do some 
people need to go in that circular opening all the way”? She said, “Depending on what the dr.  
orders. You only have to put your leg in”. They strapped down my leg and gave me a buzzer in 
case I needed them to stop the test for something as bathroom (use before you go in the room), 
anxiety, fear, etc..  Nope, I did not even ring it once. She answered all my questions and was there 
if I needed to talk to her. The MRI machine is like a tube inside a machine and is open at both ends 
so you are not boxed in.  I was COMPLETELY relaxed the entire hour.  
     The doctor’s office called me the following morning and said it was a cyst on my leg we will just 
watch it. All of that worrying for nothing other than sharing my story with you. They always say 
“Don’t worry, put it in God’s hands and He will take care of you”  . Well, he certainly did. I have a 
great Dr. with a support system of medical people, technicians, radiologists, etc. How blessed I am 
and you are to.  
     I guess the moral of the story is I have a much better understanding going thru the stress and 
worry SOME OF YOU have had in situations like this. Walking in someone else’s shoes does make 
a difference! 
     And Most of all put your worries in the hands of God. I think He will forgive us if we forget at 
times. We are not perfect and sometimes stress and anxiety takes its toll.  Have faith in God and in 
the people He sends to help you.               Most Sincerely,              Melody, Parish Nurse 
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Church Council Highlights March 13, 2022 
Meeting called to order by Rita Gustafson at 11:00 am. 
Present: Rita Gustafson , Linda Davidson, Nancy Patterson, Miranda Luder, Darlene Hann, 
Becky Leuck, Wayne Thompson for Howard Findahl, Pastor Mike Lawyer and Marti Kernan 
Absent: Linda Lundgren, Wendy Hilton-Morrow and Joshua Morrow 
Guests: Pastor Michel Clark, Pastor David Efflandt, Jon Gustafson from Personnel  
Committee and Karen Ege from Call Committee 
Pastor Clark explained the process of hiring an Interim Pastor. Pastor David Efflandt, our pending 
Interim Pastor, was introduced. A brief Q & A took place. We will be sharing Pastor Dave with his 
current church, Messiah Lutheran, Port Byron, IL. 
Linda D. asked permission for Personnel to host a coffee/cake/gift reception on Sunday, April 24 in 
honor of Pastor Mike and Debbie. Jim and Marti Kernan will be collecting donations towards the 
gift. 
Devotions: Shared by Rita 
Minutes: Wayne moved to accept the minutes as written, Miranda seconded, minutes  
approved. 
Treasures Report: Presented for review. The gas bill increase is still of great concern. 
Staff reports: Youth and Parish Nurse reports were submitted and reviewed. 
Pastors Report: Pastor Mike proposed Salem to commit to giving to the ELCA Disaster  
Response to Ukraine and Eastern Europe, 100% of giving will go to the cause. Checks should be 
payable to Salem/memo line Disaster Response.  
Personnel Committee: A revised and updated personnel policy was presented. Rita 
asked all council members to read it before the next meeting when it will be voted on. 
Covid-19 Report: Linda D. recommend we open the auditorium for non-member activities like 
scouts, birthday parties, etc. An application will be needed and sign in will continue. Linda D. will 
advise Deb. 
Property: Wayne researched the value and removal of the safe. It ’s valued at approx. $6-8,000 
and the removal is approx. $13-1,400. He mentioned someone is interested. An effort will be made 
at a negotiated price. 
The leaks have been fixed, the boiler valves have been repaired. 
Youth room vinyl flooring would be approx. $15,000 and would cover existing tile. A concrete  
service is approx. $12-13,000, but the floor must be tile free. Any covering must be a functional 
hard surface. 
A cleaning crew will be hired for the sanctuary post repairs. 
Steve Morford and Wayne are working on choosing and installing new thermostats. 
Linda D. presented a “Property Project Cost” board. She explained property will host an Easter 
Sunday Breakfast from 8-9:45. A freewill offering will go towards the items on the project board. 
Thrivent donated $250 towards the food. 
Endowment: Rita informed us a signatory must be assigned until a Pastor is hired. At  
that time, he/she will be the signatory. For now, our Treasurer, Nancy Patterson will be 
the signatory. Pastor Mike advised us that the ELCA guidelines are that the elected Salem council 
be the trustee of the Endowment account and the Treasurer be the signatory. Pastor also informed 
us of guideline on setting up the Endowment committee, the chain of command, the meeting sched-
ule, who should be present at all meetings and their duties. Rita will put all of this in the revised 
Constitution. 
There was a discussion on if Salem wants to be a congregation of maintenance or mission. Pastor 
suggested to use the available monies we’ve been blessed with, do the repairs and focus on  
becoming a mission congregation. All agreed. 
Nancy moved to adjourn the meeting, Miranda seconded, meeting adjourned at 1:06pm 
The Lord’s prayer was recited. 
Please note the next council meeting will be held on Sunday, April 3, 2022 
Devotions: Darlene 
Respectively submitted, 
Marti Kernan, Council Secretary  
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Dear Salem family-  
Thank you for driv-
ing and/or donating 
to our Valentine care 
packages for the 
DISH program. We 
delivered 
care packages and cards to over 30  
households and three care facilities. We 
have heard from many of the recipients and 
they were very thankful for the goodies and 
visit. We will probably have another dish  
delivery around Easter time. Thank you 
again for making this a successful program. 
Sally 

Thank you for everybody’s thoughts and 
prayers!   
I am sure loved by my Salem Family!  And 
Salem, I love you back the Salem way!  
God bless all my Salem family forever and 
ever, until the end!  I do love you guys so 
very much!  Thank you to Sally Patterson 
for being a great friend! 
Yours sincerely, 
Miss Debbie Holliday 
A member of Salem Lutheran Church for 
57 years! 

Dear Salem Family and the DISH  
Committee, 
 
Thank you so much for the lovely Val-
entine gift bag.  The goodies are 
yummy, the devotion book I enjoy, 
and all the extras are great. It is so 
thoughtful and kind that you do this 
and it feels good to still be connected 
to my church family. 
 
Love, 
Cathie Anderson  

Dear Salem Family -  
 
Thank you so much for thinking of me on 
Valentine’s Day and such lovely treats.  I 
know I will enjoy them all, not to mention 
the fun puzzle, and the heart shaped box 
of chocolates.   
 
A special “thank you” to Marlea for my 
good wishes from the Salem Sunday 
School. 
 
Thank you from 
June Piff 

Dear Salem Friends, 
 
What a pleasant surprise!!!  Thank 
you for the Valentine bag delivered 
by the Kernans.  I enjoyed their visit 
and will also enjoy the “goodies” in 
the bag. 
 
I appreciate your kindness and 
friendship and pray that God will  
continue to bless the church and all 
the members. 
 
Marilynn Ausherman 

Dear Salem Church Family, 
 
Many thanks for the valentine care  
package with all the treats.  The 
card made by the children was very 
well done.   
 
I appreciate the care and kindness 
you send me. 
 
Peace, 
 
Annette Dietz 
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Memorials received in February and March, 2022 
 

In Loving Memory of Marilyn Boyle                                                                            
Given by…..Dora Hansen, Brad and Julie Boyle, Mark and Christy Adamson, John 
and Joan Welander, Darlene Hann, Dick and Margaret Castle, Anonymous, Bonnie 
Casper, Pete and Linda Davidson, Linda Graflund, Amy Boyle Geisel, June Piff, 
Don and Claudette Swensson, Susan Rehorn, Bill and Nancy Ross, Mark and Joan 
Winter, Dale and Elaine Wilcox 
 
In Loving Memory of Bertha Juenger                                                                          
Given by…..Linda Ontiveros, Rod and Nancy Lindstrom, Richard and Sally Krantz, 
Bonnie Casper, Darlene Hann, Bob and Eileen Prusator, Bob and Nadyne  
Stockhecke 
 
In Loving Memory of Kevin Pearson                                                                                
Given by…..Darlene Hann 
 
In Loving Memory of Janice Priggie                                                                              
Given by…..Bob and Nadyne Stockhecke                                                                                             
 
In Loving Memory of Beverly Bell                                                                                 
Given by…..June Piff, Jerry and Margie Hulsbrink, Pete and Linda Davidson 
 
In Loving Memory of Joe and Ursula Penca                                                                       
Given by…..Mike and Betty Pyevich 

Dear Salem Family,  
 
Thank you so much for our Valentine  
delivery. 
 
We appreciate all you do for us. 
 
You are always in our thoughts and  
prayers. 
 
God’s Blessings, 
 
Our love,  
 
Don and Claudette 

Salem Family,  
 
Thank you for the Valentine gift.  We 
really appreciate what Salem has  
given us and done for us. 
 
Love, 
 
Marianne and Stan Moore 



April 2022 Page 8  

 

We Are Salem 

Support our Property  

Projects at the Easter  

Extravaganza!! 

Sunday, April 17  

8:00-9:45AM 

Free will offering 

BREAKFAST!! 

Easter Trivia (cont) 
 
Why are hot cross buns served on Easter? 
 During the vernal (spring) equinox, ancient tribes sought the blessing of the gods to  
provide a bountiful harvest. In order to please the gods they would sacrifice an ox. During the  
ritual, the participants celebrated by eating cakes that were marked on the top with a symbol of 
ox horns. This symbol divided the cake into four equal parts. 
 The leaders in the early church merged this custom into the celebration of Easter. They 
would bake buns and the symbol of ox horns was changed into a symbol of the cross.  Some  
believers thought the buns carried magical powers and so they would keep one of the buns in 
their homes to ward off evil spirits. Fishermen would often carry them on their boats long after the 
Easter celebration as a safeguard against shipwreck. 
 
Why does Easter occur on different dates during the year? 
 The Council of Nicaea in 325 A.D. set the celebration of Jesus’ resurrection as the first 
Sunday after the first full moon following the vernal equinox (March 21). The earliest possible 
date of Easter is March 22; the latest is April 25. 
 
Share this with your family and friends.  

A Blessed Easter to all, 
Pastor Mike 
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Assisting Ministers  -  April 2022 

 Saturday               Assistant              Sunday                   Assistant 

 March 5
th
                     Cathy Bigelow             March 6

th
                     Jon Gustafson 

  March 12
th
                   Dick Fislar                   March 13

th
                   Jim Kernan 

  March 19
th
                   Cathy Bigelow             March 20

th
                   Kathy Hotchkiss 

  March 26
th
                   Dick Fislar                   March 27th                  Jim Kernan 

 

SERENITY CIRCLE 

 MEETS APRIL 4 9:30AM  

TO CLEAN THE KITCHEN 

 
 
Amy Lartz   4/2 
Dee Elliott   4/2 
Dee Green   4/2 
Loryann Eis   4/3 
Joseph Morrow  4/4 
Bethany Kump  4/5 
Ella DeJonghe  4/6 
Becky Leuck   4/6 
Wanda Edwards  4/7 
Justin Yuvan   4/12 
Erin Geyer   4/13 
Darren Klocke  4/14  
Jakob Beierlein  4/15 
Bob Faussett   4/15 
Sara Laufer O’Neill  4/15 
Kassandra Miller  4/15 
James Tillberg  4/16 
Connor Leuck  4/17 
Stephanie Cramer  4/18 
Linda Davidson  4/18 
Ben Leuck   4/18 
Eileen Prusator  4/18 
Jeffrey Rivera  4/19 
Griffin Trapkus  4/19 
Connor Trapkus  4/19 
Alison Locander  4/21 
Victor Hann   4/21 
Patricia Tollerud  4/22 
Betty Pyevich  4/23 
Rodger Lundgren  4/24 
Mary Anthony  4/28 
Ann Miller   4/28 
Travis Staes   4/29 
Kayla Gustafson  4/29 
Aiden Hardin   4/29 

April Birthdays Salem’s Little Free Library 

Is looking for a new coordinator to  
replace Debbie Lawyer when she  
retires at the end of April.  The library 
tasks are very easy to manage, and 
Debbie would be able to show you in 
advance what is needed to keep this 
service functioning.  Please contact 
Debbie at 309-526-8407 or the church 
office if you are interested in this  
position. 
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Salem Lutheran Church 
1724 15th Street 

Moline, IL  61265 

309-764-5614 

www.salemmoline.org 

  

Worship:  

Saturday 5pm   

Sunday 10am   

   

Office Hours:  

Monday thru Friday 

8:00AM to 12:00PM 

 

Last, But Not Least 

 

Come help us celebrate the 40th anniversary of the  
Swenson Swedish Immigration Research Center!  

Saturday, May 7, 2022 
 
Symposium 
The Migration and Beyond: New Perspectives on Swedish-American  
Relations 
This symposium highlights the new developments in our field. We have invited four younger  
scholars—two Americans and two Swedes—to join us in Rock Island. They will talk about the work 
they are doing and help us understand the new directions in the field of Swedish-American history 
and relations.   
Saturday, May 7, 2022 1:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.  
Olin Center, Augustana College, 733 35

th
 St, Rock Island 

This program is free and open to the public. Registration is strongly suggested. 
This program is co-sponsored by the Scandinavian Studies Program of the Department of World 
Languages, Literatures, and Cultures at Augustana College, through a grant from the Marianne and 
Marcus Wallenberg Foundation. 
 
Open House 
Explore an exhibit of library/archives collection highlights from the last 40 years while mingling with 
symposium participants and guests. 
Saturday, May 7, 2022 4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
Swenson Center reading room, Denkmann Hall, Augustana College, 3520 7th Ave, Rock Island 
This program is free and open to the public. Registration is strongly suggested. 
 
Dinner 
Join us for a celebratory dinner following the symposium and open house. 
Saturday, May 7, 2022 6:00 p.m. 
Gävle Rooms, Gerber Center, Augustana College, 3435 9-1/2 Ave, Rock Island 
Advanced registration is required. Please register by 4:30 p.m. on Monday, May 2.  
See website for program, meal options, and prices. www.swensoncenter.org/40th 

POSITION OPEN 

Salem is looking for a 
new pianist / organist to 
assist in our worship  
Services as Debbie  
Lawyer is retiring.  Her 
last day is April 24th.   
If you know someone who could fulfill this  
position, please contact Jon Gustafson or any 
member of the Personnel Committee. 


