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MID WEEK  

ADVENT   SERVICES 
Led by Pastor Randy and our Confirmands 

5:30 PM Meal 6:30 PM Service 

Seeing Jesus in The Gifts of  the 

Magi 

 

December 4th 
 

The Gift of Myrrh 

Jesus as Prophet 
Menu: Baked Ham, Macaroni 

& Cheese, Green Beans,  

Desserts 
 

 

 

December 11th 

The Gift of 

Frankeincense 

Jesus as Priest 

Santa Lucia 

Menu: Swedish meatballs, 

creamed potatoes, red cabbage, desserts 

 

 

December 18th  

 

The Gift of Gold 

Jesus as King 

Menu: Fried Chicken, 

Mashed Potatos & Gravy, 

Corn, Desserts 

HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS 

Sunday December 1 

11:00 AM (after service) Christmas Deco-

rating & Chili Lunch 

 

 

 

 

Sunday December 8th  

2:00 PM Christmas Caroling (see page 4) 

Sunday December 15th  

10:00 AM “ The Christmas Checklist” Sun-

day School Christmas Program (see page 5) 

11:00 AM Christmas Luncheon 

December 24th Christmas Eve  

5:00 PM Candlelight Worship  

10:00 PM Concert 

10:30 PM Candlelight Worship  

December 28th  

5:00 PM   Service of  “Lessons and Carols” 

December 29th 

10:00 AM  Service of  “Lessons and Carols” 



 

 

Church Council  
President 

Steve Morford 
309-786-7032  
 

Vice President 
Jim Kernan 
309-716-9531 
 

Treasurer 
Nancy Patterson 
309-737-3821  
 

Secretary 
Rita Gustafson 
309-721-4363 
 

Learning 
Miranda Luder 
309– 235-7263 
 

Property 
Rick Jones 
309-912-3115  
 

Worship 
Stephanie Elliott 
309-428-8545 
 

Service 
Becky Leuck 
309-945-8844 
 

Stewardship  
 

Youth  
Ben Klocke 
309-798-0237 
Matt Morrow 
309-737-0540 
 

Witness 
Darlene Hann 
309-797-2282  

 
 

 
 

Present: Rita Gustafson, Darlene Hann, Rick Jones, Becky Leuck, Miranda Luder, Steve Morford, 

Nancy Patterson 
Absent: Stephanie Elliot, Jim Kernan, Ben Klocke, Matthew Morrow, Pastor Randy Willers 
Call to order: The meeting was called to order at 11:15 a.m. by President Steve Morford.  
Treasurer’s Report: Nancy Patterson reported that the results from September were close to those 

from August – not great, but on track.  Year to date we are coming in at a negative $2000, which is 
better than budgeted. At this time, payment of all of our bills is current.  
Budget preparation should start soon.  
The roof repairs are budgeted and funded separately from the main budget.  

Final budget will be prepared in December so that it can go to the congregation for approval at the 
January congregational meeting.  
Old Business: We are under contract with BiState Masonry to fix the bell tower, do tuckpointing as 
necessary and repair the flashing. We are waiting for the work to be scheduled.  The next big item is 

the fix the flat roof over the sanctuary, with a slope that will allow drainage. We will also need to repair 
the beam down the center of the roof, which will require opening it up and replacing parts of it before 
fixing the roof.  
New Business: Council is to recommend members to the Endowment Committee. Ruth Grimes is step-

ping down and needs to be replaced. Bob Stockhecke is willing to return to the committee. The rest of 
the committee has their term expire next year.  
It is time to renew our Mediacom contract. The price is going up. Mediacom has been our provider for 
the past several years. Therefore, we will sign the contract renewal and deliver it to Mediacom next 

week. This is the employee health insurance open enrollment period. Nancy Patterson moved that we 
accept the same health insurance plan (Gold plan) for Pastor and Sally Patterson for next year. Miran-
da Luder seconded. The motion carried.  
Miscellaneous: The furnace is now turned on and is going. The new valves are working well. Rick 

Jones will provide food for the next Council meeting in November.  
Adjournment: Miranda Luder moved that we adjourn the meeting at 11:46 a.m. Darlene Hann se-

conded. The motion carried.  
 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL SUMMARY 
Sunday, October 15, 2019 

The Christmas Spirit 

"The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight."  

         Mathew 3:3b 

There is a lot to do this time of year!  We have family gatherings to prepare for.  There are gifts to buy 

and events to attend.  Our calendar gets full in a hurry.  Sometimes our busy-ness crowds out what 

the season is all about.  To help, there are important points in this newsletter, listed in the parish 

nurse article on page 7.  It lists ways to reduce holiday stress.  There are ways to make this “the most 

wonderful time of the year,” as the song goes. 

Besides preparing for all the parties and events, it is just as important to prepare our hearts and 

minds for the celebration of Jesus’ birth.   Include time to reflect on the “reason for the season” by 

attending worship.  Taking a break on Wednesdays can help.  We offer an Advent meal at 5:30 PM for 

a free-will offering.  It is followed by a short worship service conducted by our Confirmands.  We also 

have ways to give to others this month by going Christmas caroling to our homebound members.  We 

can take part in the Angel Tree program to assist a family escaping domestic abuse.  We support our 

youth when we attend the Christmas Sunday School program, and then support those in need at Sa-

lem with the luncheon that follows. 

All of these activities and events are geared for one purpose: to “prepare the way of the Lord.” Jesus 

not only enters into the world in a manger, but also enters our hearts.  When we are involved with 

helping others, we help our Lord.  Then we will see the Christmas spirit all around us, because the 

Holy Spirit is at work.        

P.S. There was some concern from the council minutes that Salem would be getting rid of the church 

Library.  We are NOT getting rid of all the books and will NOT be eliminating the Library.  We will 

simply be removing those items that are old, damaged, bad theology, or no longer needed.  This is to 

make room for new additions to our collection.  We apologize for the misunderstanding.  If you want to 

see what we have, simply stop by the Library sometime.  You will be surprised! 

tel:3097972282
tel:3097972282


 

 

Income $182,053 

Expenses $184,368 

Difference   $(2315) 

 

  5 PM 10 AM  Total 

November 2/3  18 69 87 

November 9/10  16 87 103 

November 16/17  21 68 89 

November 23/24                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                25 71 96 

Avg. of all services  20 74 94 

  ATTENDANCE FOR NOVEMBER 
     FINANCIAL INFORMATION                   

YTD as of 10/31/19 

Salem Family, 

Hey everybody!  I know it has been a little while since my last letter but you guys have still been in my 

thoughts.  I really enjoy the little cards you send me for the holidays every month.  It means a lot and it 

tends to be the only mail I get most of the time.  I will be getting back into writing more.  Lately though, I 

have been going through a kind of a slump you could say, emotionally and financially, and have been 

getting into some trouble in here. Just last month I got back to the more privileged side of the prison.  I 

just spent some time on the other side and now I’m trying to stay “report-free” for 6 months so I can be 

able to try and get a job.  But anyways, I miss coming to church and seeing all you guys.  I can’t wait to 

go when I get out, even though it will be 3.5 more years before I am able to see the parole board.  But 

whatever.  It’s just time, that’s the way I look at it.  But I hope all of you have happy holidays this season 

with your families this year.  I can’t wait to hear back from you all.  Mail is always appreciated.  It really 

brightens my days, so can’t wait to hear from you all.  Happy Holidays. 

         Sincerely,  

         Andrew Doyle  #6807774   

         Clarinda CF  

 

DICK STEELMAN by Jean Steelman. 

BARBARA PETERSON by Don and Claudette Swensson. 



 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS   

Salem’s Ukulele Group 

Salem's ukulele group will be meeting Wednesday, Dec. 11th, 
and 18th at 5:30pm. All ages and all levels welcome! We 
learn and practice a Christmas song to play during the De-
cember 24

th
 10PM pre-concert. Come to as many practices 

as you are able even if you can’t play on December 24th. See 
Chris Castle or Sally Patterson with questions.   

A Caroling we will go! 

People of all ages are welcome to join us for a Christmas Caroling 
afternoon on Sunday, December 8th, from 2:00 to 4:00pm.  We will 
be caroling for some of Salem's elder members. After singing, we 

will return to the church for hot chocolate and cookies!  Please let Jim Kernan or 
Sally Patterson know if you plan to attend.  We are meeting in the Youth Room at 
2:00PM for a great afternoon of fellowship and song!   **We ask that youth have a 
parent or guardian present if younger than 7th grade.** 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

CHRISTMAS EVE MEMORIALS  

 Tis the season to be thinking of getting the church decorated for the holiday. Your Altar Guild committee is 

doing just that.  Altar Guild will purchase poinsettia plants to adorn the altar. Those who wish to give a 

Christmas memorial can do so with a cash gift in any amount you choose.  This way, your gift will continue 

working for the church.  Your memorial gift will be printed in the Christmas Eve bulletin.  

 This monetary gift has been given to the Glory of God and in:  

 (  ) Memory        

 (  ) Celebration                 

(  ) Honor         

 OF ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 BY_____________________________________________ _______________________________________________ 

 ** Please clip this form and return it to the Church Office. ** 

Deadline to have information printed in Christmas Eve Bulletin is Tuesday December 17th.  



 

 

YOUTH 

Watch your email and  face-

book for information about 

more upcoming Jr/Sr high 

events!  

Wednesday Nights at Salem in December 

On December 4th , 11th and 18th, Salem is offering a mid-week Advent 

service on Wednesday nights at 6:30 PM.  **Because of the Advent ser-

vice, there will be no Teen Drop-in during December. 

Confirmation Class begins at 7PM.  Youth, children and families are 
encouraged to attend the Worship services at 6:30PM.   

 

"The Christmas Checklist" Christmas Program 

Join us on December 15th at 10:00 AM for the Sunday School 
Christmas Program.  In “The Christmas Checklist”, everyone in 
the Christmas story is making a checklist. From sticky notes to 
clipboards, you’ll hear the Christmas story unfold. 

A Christmas Lunch for everyone will follow in the Auditorium.   

         Be sure to bring your friends and family for the program   

                  AND the lunch.  

 

Beginner’s Ukulele Group 

A beginner ukulele group will meet Monday nights in the Music Room  beginning No-
vember 18

th
, December 2

nd
 & 9th at 5:30pm. We will learn a few chords and practice 

a song to play in the Christmas program. Come to as many practices as you are able. 
See Sally Patterson with questions. 

 

 



 

 

  SUNDAY SCHOOL & CONFIRMATION 
REMEMBER:  Sunday School starts at 8:45am and ends at 9:45am. 

Sunday School News (8:45am) 

In December, Sunday School children and youth will be practicing hard for the 
Christmas program.  Please try to attend as many practices as you can – we start at 
8:45 in the Sanctuary each Sunday. 

**We will have Dress Rehearsal on Saturday, December 14th from 10-noon so 
please mark your calendars.  

December 15th – Christmas Program practice, 8:45AM 

                                Christmas Program, 10:00AM 

Adult Sunday School will be doing a Bible Study covering the gospel of St. 

Matthew.  Our schedule is:  December 1—Chapters 1 & 2 

            December 8—Chapters 3 & 4 

            December 15—Chapters 5-7 

 

December 22 and December 29 – no Sunday School.   



 

 

 

 

FROM THE PARISH NURSE    
WAYS TO REDUCE HOLIDAY STRESS 

Thanksgiving is over and I hope all of you were able to be with friends an/or family for the holiday.  We have 

so much to be thankful for. 

Christmas is coming and I imagine some of you have already started to get ready.  It is one of the most 

special holidays of the season.  It is a very busy time for most families and can be very stressful.  To enjoy 

the beauty of the holiday I am going to give you some tips to help reduce the stress.  This time of year 

should be a time of pleasure and you should not be having a lot of stress. 

1) Avoid too many commitments.  You can only attend so many family dinners, drive so far, and 

give so much.  You have limits with your time.  Be honest and reasonable about what you can handle. 

2) Don’t wait until the last minute.  Make a bucket list and fill it with fun and festive things to do 

throughout the season.  Make the cookie dough and freeze it until ready; shop for 1 or 2 people on your 

list and don’t try to do all at once; plan your party, guest list, food plans, “to do” lists months ahead. 

3) Christmas budget.  Decide about what you will spend.  Hard to be exact on this but make a plan.  

Don’t do impulse shopping.  It is so easy to do.  Stick to your plan. 

4) Decorate simply.  Focus on your main living spaces and keep it simple. 

5) Don’t spend all your time on social media.  Do what is right for you and don ’t compare yourself to 

others. 

6) Get rid of clutter before Christmas.  Let the children donate their old toys they no longer use or 

want.  Donate your Christmas decorations, clothes, kitchen items, books, jewelry, etc. that you no long-

er want. 

7) Don’t shop at peak times.  Shop early or shop online if that is easier for you.  Get something 

from the deli to take to a friend’s or a party to help save time. 

8) Avoid family conflict.  Avoid certain topics and remove yourself from the conversation if things 

go wrong. 

9) Host a potluck.  Have each one of your guests bring their favorite side dish or a family recipe to 

the meal:  you would fix the turkey, ham, or chicken. 

10) Do not overeat.  “Stressed” spelled backwards is “desserts!”  Don’t forget to walk and exercise more 

because most likely you will be eating differently over the holidays. 

11) Stay healthy.  Wash your hands, stay hydrated, avoid sick people, and get enough sleep.  Stress 

can do a number on your immune system and make you more prone to illness. 

12) Make time for downtime.  Make time to enjoy the things you love to do. 

13) Remember what the Christmas Season is about.  Christmastime is to be filled with joy, merri-

ment, and thankfulness.  Connect with family and friends. 

14) SLOW DOWN AND THINK ABOUT WHAT YOU REALLY WANT TO DO THIS SEASON. 

       Wishing all of you and your families a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.    

                                             Melody, Parish Nurse 

    



 

 

FROM THE GREEN TEAM 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This Christmas, connect with Nature!  

 
Christmas is a time for giving and a time for family. What a great opportunity to start a family tradition of 
giving back to the earth and instilling the values of sustainable living to your children, friends, and commu-
nity. Start an annual, earth-friendly, Christmas family tradition from the list below. It will also get you out-
doors for a few hours to build an appetite for the big dinner. 
 
Annual Christmas Day Bird Count 
Take your binoculars, a field guide to local birds, a small pad or journal for each participant and walk a 
course through your neighborhood, local park or countryside. Try to identify and count every bird you see, 
and make a note of it in your journal. At the end of the hike, list the species seen and number of birds per 
species. There’s always a surprising discovery, and the activity highlights the presence and value of our 
feathered friends.  Compare the results from former years and you’ll become experts on your local bird 
population and migration habits. This is a great family activity because even the youngest eyes are just as 
good at spotting the birds and contributing to the event.  
 
Family Nature Hike 
A peaceful walk through nature on Christmas day will be remembered and valued more than the score of 
the football game. Plan your walk before the holiday meal while everyone still has lots of energy. The walk 
will also pique appetites and provide a shared topic for conversation during mealtime. “This year our fami-
ly is planning a “Merry Christmas to Nature” day. We found some “decoration recipes” in library books and 
plan to decorate the outdoors with edible ornaments for the birds, chipmunks, rabbits, etc.. Another 
thought is to visit a local animal shelter or sanctuary…” -Jo and Amelia Guelph, ON 
 
Nature Restoration Activity 
Planting a small tree together symbolizes the value of nature and offsets the ‘taking’ of the Christmas tree. 
An hour spent cleaning up or enhancing a natural area also enriches the giver and acknowledges nature 
as the source of our well-being. 
 
Decorate a Tree for the Birds 
Place seed bells, suet, pine cones with peanut butter, and seed trays on any tree in your yard, preferably 
a tree in the open where cats can be seen easily by the birds. To attract a wide variety of birds, use varied 
seed types such as black oil sunflower seed, wild bird mixed seed and nyjer seed bells. This is a great 
activity for kids, and offers an important food source for birds during the winter. 
 
“Another way to make the Holidays more sustainable is to use a living tree as your Christmas tree. For 
many years, my family has used a potted Norfolk Pine as our Christmas tree. While not as large or full as 
the traditional trees, Norfolk Pines can grow to be quite large and in my opinion, they make quite an at-
tractive Christmas tree.  These trees are a great addition to a house year round and they simply need to 
be decorated come Christmas time, saving much time and effort. They also eliminate the need to cut a 
tree each year or to buy a fake plastic tree, saving valuable resources.  The use of our Norfolk Pine has 
become a Christmas tradition in our house and I would like to see more people adopt it as their tradition 
as well.” – Jeff H. Aurora, MN 
https://learn.eartheasy.com/guides/how-to-have-a-green-christmas/ 



 

 

PICTURES 

 

 

    Salem’s Veteran Recognition Dinner was held 11/6. Some of Salem’s Veterans attended and were able     
    share their personal stories with others. 

 

We had a great turn-
out for Salem Ever-
greens (Adult social 
group ) where turkey 
dinner was accompa-
nied by a perfor-
mance by a flute 
quartet of current and 
former Quad City 
Symphony members, 
led by Janet Stodd.  

Salem’s Beginner Ukuleles practiced songs to play in 
an upcoming Christmas program and even learned 
“Baby Shark” just for fun.  

Sunday Schoolers began practicing 
their Christmas program today. They 
also made Christmas cards for shut-ins.  



 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

*8:45 AM  Sunday 

School 

*8:45 AM  Adult 

Sunday School 

*10 AM Worship 

*11 AM  Decorate 

Church and Chili 

Lunch 

2 

1 PM  Serenity 

Circle  

3 

9:30 AM  Polka 

Band 

 

10 AM Staff 

Meeting 

 

11 AM  Support 

Group 

4 

5:30 PM  Advent 

Meal 

 

6:30 PM  Advent 

Worship 

 

7:00 PM  Confir-

mation 

5 

8 AM  Mainte-

nance Crew 

 

12noon  Pastor’s 

Text Study 

 

6 PM  Worship 

Committee Mtg. 

6 7 

5 PM Worship 

8 

*8:45 AM  Sunday 

School 

*8:45 AM  Adult 

Sunday School 

*10 AM Worship 

*11 AM  Church 

Council 

*2:00 PM  Christ-

mas Caroling 

9 

 

10 

10 AM  Staff 

Meeting 

 

11 

5:30 PM  Santa 

Lucia Dinner 

 

6:30 PM  Advent 

Worship 

 

7 PM  Confirma-

tion 

 

12 

8 AM  Mainte-

nance Crew 

 

12noon  Pastor’s 

Text Study 

13 14 

10:00 AM-

12noon   

Christmas  

Program Dress  

Rehearsal 

 

 

5 PM Worship 

15 

*8:45 AM  Sunday 

School Practice 

*8:45 AM  Adult 

Sunday School 

*10:00 AM  Christ-

mas Program 

*11:00 AM  Pro-

gram Luncheon 

16 17 

9:30 AM  Polka 

Band 

 

10 AM  Staff 

Meeting 

 

18 

5:30 PM  Advent 

Meal 

 

6:30 PM  Advent 

Worship 

 

7 PM  Confirma-

tion 

19 

*8 AM  Mainte-

nance Crew 

*9:30 AM  West 

Conference Pas-

tor’s Meeting 

*12noon  Pastor’s 

Text Study 

 

20 

11:30 AM  Ever-

greens @ Christ 

the King 

21 

5 PM Worship 

22 

10 AM Worship 

23 

NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

24 

*5:00 PM  Can-

dlelight Worship 

*10:00 PM      

Christmas   

Concert 

*10:30 PM  

Candlelight 

Worship 

25 

Christmas Day—

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

 

26 

8 AM  Mainte-

nance Crew 

 

 

27 28 

5 PM Worship 

29 

10 AM Worship 

30 

 

31   OFFICE 

CLOSED due 

to holiday 

 

 

 

 

      

 

  

 



 

 

DECEMBER  BIRTHDAYS 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

Dorothy Nystrom 12/2 

Jessica Arp   12/3 

Karin Martin  12/6 

Jamie Trapkus  12/6 

Jack Dahlstrom 12/8 

Bobbi Luken  12/11 

Caine Wiley   12/11 

Joann Anderson 12/13 

Roel Martinez  12/13 

Michael Clark  12/14 

Kaitlin Staes  12/17 

Margaret Erickson 12/18 

Joshua Morrow 12/19 

Nancy Patterson 12/19 

Teryn DeJonghe 12/20 

Grace Bergeson 12/21 

Greg Beierlein  12/22 

Jon Gustafson   12/23 

Claudette Swensson 12/24 

Marilyn Ausherman 12/26 

Andrew Doyle  12/29 

Doug Knochenmus 12/29 

Angela DeCook  12/31 

December 12/1 12/15 12/22 12/29 12/8 12/24 

Readers Steve Morford Nancy Patterson TBD Kathy Hotchkiss 
Windy Hilton-

Morrow 
TBD 

Communion  

Assistants 

Bonnie Casper, 

Matthew Mor-

row, Wendy Hil-

ton-Morrow 

Heather Locan-

der, Miranda 

Luder 

Jim & Marti 

Kernan 

Mandy & Mitch 

Bergeson 

Linda Davidson, 

Linda Lundgren 

TBD 

Assisting  

Minister 

Rene Robinson- 

Morford 
Nancy Patterson Nancy Patterson Jon Gustafson Jim Kernan 

5pm –Cathy Bi-

gelow 

10:30pm—TBD 

Acolytes Kaden Engles Becca Cramer Chase Curry Kaden Engles Conner Trapkus TBD 

Children’s  

Moment 

Heather  

Locander 

Pastor Randy 

Willers 
TBD N/A Sally Patterson 

Pastor Randy 

Willers 

Altar Guild 

Rene Robinson 

& Margie Huls-

brink 

Rene Robinson 

& Margie Huls-

brink 

Rene Robinson 

& Margie Huls-

brink 

Rene Robinson 

& Margie Huls-

brink 

Rene Robinson 

& Margie Huls-

brink 

Rene Robinson 

& Margie Huls-

brink 
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Inside this issue: 

Saturday 5:00 pm  

 Worship with Communion 

Sunday 10:00 AM  

 Worship with Communion 

  

Office Hours: Monday - Friday    

 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Rev. Dr. Randy Willers                 

309-292-0881 

EVERGREENS 
Evergreens (Salem’s senior fellowship group) will be meeting at Christ 

the King Church, Moline, on December 20th at 11:30 AM, for their annual 

holiday luncheon.  This is their popular 

Prime Rib lunch which is always a crowd-

pleaser.  Cost is $15.00.  Sign-up in the 

Narthex. 

 

WELCA Meetings 
Naomi Circle:  TBD 

Serenity Circle:  will  meet  at Salem on Monday, December 2nd, at 

1:00 pm.  Bonnie Lartz will serve as hostess.  Please bring a dish to 

pass and a $5 gift for the gift exchange. 

FELLOWSHIP 


