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BEING FOUND TRUSTWORTHY 

Think of us in this way, as servants of Christ and stewards of God's mysteries. Moreover, it is required of 

stewards that they be found trustworthy. 1 Corinthians 4:1-2 

Much of what we do requires a degree of trust.  When we put money in the bank, we trust it will be there 

when it is time for a withdrawal.  When we go out to eat at a restaurant, we trust the food was prepared 

properly (and deliciously) so we won’t get sick.  When a family member says they will take out the garbage, 

we trust that it will get done.  When a candidate for office makes a political promise, we trust they will work to 

fulfill that promise, to the best of their ability, if elected.  Trust is a fundamental part of our relationships with 

those around us.   

In the same way, trust is part of our relationship to God.  We trust that God will provide for our needs, and 

God trusts that we will be good stewards of what we are given.  Likewise, those who carry out the work of the 

church are called to be trustworthy of what the church receives.  We can see this in several ways: 

Offerings given to the church are spent for their intended purpose.  While our regular offerings are given 

to take care of our general expenses and salaries, there are some offerings that are given for specific 

causes.  Memorials are donations given in memory of a member of the church who has passed away.  

These donations are usually designated for a specific cause.  That is why we may have a large 

amount in our Memorial Fund (which has a current balance of $55,900), but still have struggles paying 

our regular bills.  So we plan to use the money donated for the roof to go to the roof, that donated for 

the youth program to go to the youth, and that donated for the general fund to pay for our day-to-day 

operations.  We are trustworthy when we respond with our offerings of treasure, and use them for 

their intended purpose. 

We have all been given gifts and abilities that we can share in the church.  Our many volunteers and the 

church staff work on those areas of the church for which they have responsibility.  When we have a 

worship service, we trust that a sermon will be written, music will be provided, communion bread will 

be made, and flowers will be on the altar (among many, many other expectations).  We need people 

who are trustworthy to ensure that these things are carried out.  We are trustworthy when we respond 

with our time for the benefit of the church. 

The Congregational Council and the Long Range Planning Committee are two groups that plan for the 

future of Salem.  We trust that these members will work to ensure that Salem will be around for a long, 

long time.  There is so much that needs to be done, and trustworthy people are needed to carry out 

this work.  With their guidance, we can trust that the good news of Jesus Christ will continue to be car-

ried out at Salem in this community, and in the world.  We are trustworthy when we take part in our 

Annual Meetings and the work of the various committees, by responding with our talents. 

There is one thing we can always count on; God is trustworthy. As it states in Psalm 111:6, “The works of his 

hands are faithful and just; all his precepts are trustworthy.” We can trust that God will fulfill all of his promis-

es.  Another word for this trust is “faith.”  If we keep the faith, God will supply us abundantly with all that we 

need.  This may seem like a mystery that God will do this, but as St. Paul reminds us in 1 Corinthians 4, we 

are then called to be trustworthy servants in response. May God continue to bless us all, and continue to 

watch over our work at Salem!   



 

 

Income $77,327 

Expenses $78,143 

Difference   $(816) 

 

 5 PM 10 AM  Total  

April 27/28 19 71 90  

May 4/5 25 87 112  

May 11/12 23 70 93  

May 18/19                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    22 64 86  

Avg. of all services 22 73 95  

  ATTENDANCE FOR MAY 
     FINANCIAL INFORMATION                  

YTD as of 6/30/2019 

Church Council  
President 

Steve  Morford 
309-786-7032  
 

Vice President 
Pete Davidson 
309-236-7103 
 

Treasurer 
Nancy Patterson 
309-737-3821  
 

Secretary 
Rita Gustafson 
309-721-4363 
 

Learning 
Miranda Luder 
309– 235-7263 
 

Property 
Rick Jones 
309- 912-3115  
 

Worship 
Stephanie Elliott 
309-428-8545 
 

Service 
John Anderson 
309-762-3298 
 

Stewardship 
Suzanne  Hann 
309- 236-3902  
 

Youth  
Tyler Wilburn 
309-230-8589 
Ava Miller 
309-283-3545 
 

Witness 
Darlene Hann 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL MINUTES 
Sunday, April 14, 2019  

Call to order: The meeting was called to order at 11:40 a.m. Minutes were  

accept as printed.   

Pastor’s Report: Pastor will be on vacation May 6-13, requiring us to resched-

ule the May council meeting.  

We will hold the recognition celebration for Marilyn Aushermann on May 19 instead 

of May 5. The Bell Choir members will plan and implement this event.  

Pastor stated that the month of March was a good month financially, with the extra 

giving bringing the deficit down to just over $3000. Since Easter is in April, we are 

also expecting another good giving month. 

Treasurer’s Report: Report was tabled due to the absence of Nancy Patter-

son, Treasurer. 

Old Business: The robo-call contract has expired and we need to renew. Su-

zanne Hann moved that we authorize the $95 to renew; the motion carried.  

Rita Gustafson offered an update on the upcoming Easter Brunch. We have pur-

chased all of the food using Thrivent funds, but did not have enough funds to pur-

chase juices and milk. Rick Jones offered to purchase and donate these items to 

the Easter breakfast. We also have approximately 30 Easter baskets donated for 

the raffle.  

New Business: We need two Synod Assembly delegates. Rick Jones and Su-

zanne Hann volunteered to serve in this capacity.  

We need to reschedule the May Council meeting. Several dates were discussed, 

and the meeting was scheduled for Thursday night, May 16. 

There will be no June Council meeting due to the Congregational meeting.  

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 12:10 p.m. The meeting concluded 
with the Lord’s Prayer.  

tel:3092363902
tel:3092833545
tel:3097972282


 

 

SALEM-WILLARD OUTREACH 

UPCOMING EVENTS   

The Salem-Willard Outreach Committee will be collecting school supplies dur-

ing the summer months for the Willard School students’ 2019-2020 school year. 

Listed below are items we will be collecting. Deadline for the collection is Sun-

day August 4, 3019 so the items may be sorted and delivered to Willard the 

week before school starts.  

Thank you for your support.  

High Priority Items: Expo Dry Erase Markers, Lysol Wipes, Boxes of Kleenex, Sweat pants (children’s small 

and medium), Plastic Boxes for crayons 

Glue Sticks, Rulers, #2 pencils- Ticonderoga, Pocket folders- no prongs, Hand sanitizer, Box of washable 

Markers (classic Colors) Headphones (over the ear), Crayons -24 count, box of colored pencils, Zip Lock bags

- Quart, Gallon, and sandwich size, Wide rule Spiral Notebooks, 3”x5” Ruled Index Cards, 5”x& Ruled Index 

Cards 

SAYING GOODBYE TO STAFF!   

The staff at Salem is undergoing great change on May 31st.  On that day, Donna 
Weeks will be ending her time as our Administrative Assistant and our Organist/
Pianist Ilga Higbee will be retiring. We thank them for their service, wish them the 
very best, and will honor their time with us at a future gathering. 

Members of the Salem Willard Outreach Committee 

delivered lunch to the teachers and staff of Willard 

School to celebrate teacher Appreciation.  



 

 

A heartfelt THANKS to everyone who helped 
with Sunday School this past year - we appre-
ciate your time, dedication and hard work.  
We look forward to seeing everyone next 
year! Special thanks to Wendy Hilton-Morrow 
for playing piano for the Elementary Depart-
ment and Christmas program. Sunday School 
leaders: Miranda Luder, Mandy Bergeson, 
Julie Dean McCurdy, Jenn Klocke, Darla 
Smith, Marti Kernan, Becky VanErstvelde, 
Emily Flippo, Nancy Patterson, Wendy Mor-
row and Sally Patterson. 

BLESSING OF THE  

GRADUATES 

Join us June 2 at the 10AM                           
worship service as we honor                            
our Graduates of High School,                             
College and other educational                         
endeavors.  

Confirmation Camp 

On June 23-27, three of our Confirm-
ands will be attending Confirmation 
Camp at Lutheran Outdoor Ministries 
Center (LOMC).  We will be able to ex-
perience the “awesomeness” of God 
through nature hikes, games, singing, 
canoeing, archery, service projects, Bi-
ble study, devotions, and late night 
campfires.  Planning to go are Becca 
Cramer,  Alison Locander, and Josh 
Morrow. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL ROAR!                    
(ages 3 thru 7th grade) 

 
This epic African adventure engages the whole herd. At 
Roar VBS, campers will explore God’s goodness and cel-
ebrate a ferocious faith that powers them through this 
“wild” life. Each day at VBS, kids travel through hands-on 
stations that reinforce Bible Points and immerse kids in 
new hands-on adventures. Let the good times roar! 
Registration forms, volunteer sign-up sheets and needed 
supply lists are in the Auditorium. You can fill out a regis-
tration form (Auditorium) or register online at 
vbspro.events/p/salemmoline2019  

Join the Salem crew and begin looking for registration 
forms, volunteer sign-up sheets and the supply lists in the 
Auditorium. You can fill out a registration form 
(Auditorium) or register online soon! 

VBS Volunteers are still needed!  Volunteers are the core 
of our Vacation Bible School.  

DECORATORS 

We need help decorating the Church for our "Roar" theme 
(African Safari).  We will hold decorating days the week 
before VBS (dates to be announced) and on July 7 at 
11:00 AM (after church). PLEASE contact Sally or Miran-
da if you are interested and/or have ideas. 

VBS CREW LEADERS: 

Crew Leaders guide their group through activities and 
help teachers as needed.  This job is teens that have 
completed 7th grade and older  who want to assist with 
VBS program.  Adults are welcome to be Crew Leaders 
too!  **There will be a mandatory Crew Leader Training in 
early July. 

SUPPLIES:     
In addition to supply 
forms found in the 
auditorium, we are 
in need of art sup-
plies like colored 
large craft sticks 
(tongue de-
pressors), glue, glue 
dots/sticks, water-
based paint and 
tape (masking & 
Duct). 

YOUTH 



 

 

 

 

 

Friends of Salem,  

The retirement gathering at Salem last Sunday was an overwhelming occa-
sion for me. I want to thank every Jubellation Choir and Bells of Praise mem-
ber for such a celebration. The tables were beautifully decorated, the dessert 
table was full of delectable items (made by the excellent cooks at Salem), 
and the atmosphere was happiness, kindness, and loving.  

My years as Bell Choir Master at Salem have been happy and rewarding. 
The members who participated in the Bell Choirs were dedicated, commit-
ted, and cooperated fully with the program. It was a joy to work with them as 
we presented beautiful and inspirational music in the worship service each month.  

Thank you to Salem Lutheran Church for many happy memories. Continue to make a joyful noise unto the 
Lord.  

Peace and love be with each of you.  

Marilynn Ausherman 

 

Bob Stockhecke helped install the poster for this sum-

mers Vacation Bible School  



 

 

FROM THE PARISH NURSE    

DASH DIET 
Remember last month I, Melody the  Parish Nurse, wrote about how Dr. B. Reddy, cardiologist, and the nurse 
from Unity Point Cardiac Rehab. on how to keep your heart and body healthy?  Dr. Reddy strongly recom-
mended the Dash Diet to help keep your heart healthy, loose wt., get your blood pressure to normal levels, re-
duce your cholesterol levels to normal limits, and in doing so perhaps be able to reduce or eliminate some of 
your medications that may no longer will be needed. 
I am not a dietician but I think if we can follow the basic Dash Diet that I have read, which seems fairly easy, we 
can improve our heart health and make us feel better with more energy.  
One thing I will tell you is that when I read how many servings of certain things you can have in the various 
food groups I thought, how can I eat for 4-6 servings of fruit a day?  No way, I thought. But, let me tell you most 
of the servings sizes are really small so when I ate a big bunch of grapes thinking this will be one of the serv-
ings needed I really had almost filled my daily need! So it is really not hard to do. You won’t be eating as much 
as maybe you do now but you will be eating healthier and gaining the benefits and losing some wt.  
The plan for women and men, over 51, is if you are SEDENTARY, you do only light physical activity in your dai-
ly routine. If you are MODERATELY ACTIVE, you do physical activity equal to walking 1.5 to 3 miles a day. If 
you are ACTIVE you walk more than 3 miles per day.  Women who are sedentary need 1600 calories and men 
2000 calories, moderately active women need 1800 and men 2200, and active activity women need 2000 to 
2200 and men need 2400 to 2800 calories.  
KEEP SODIUM LEVELS BETWEEN 1500 and 2300mg unless dr. orders less. 
The food groups are as follows:  Read on packages what a serving size is or as I noted in the groupings 
 GRAINS: whole wheat or grain breads, cereal non sweetened, pasta, English muffin, bagel etc. (energy 

and fiber) 
 VEGETABLES: green leafy or raw salad veggies 1cup, ½ cup cooked or 3 large tablespoons full, 1 med. 

Tomato, 3heaping tablespoons of frozen, 2 broccoli spears (potassium, magnesium, fiber) 
 FAT FREE OR LO FAT: lo fat milk or yogurt, lo fat cheese, olive oil, unsaturated fats, margarine, vegetable 

oil, mayonnaise lo fat, lite salad dressing 
 SWEETS AND ADDED SUGARS: 1 T sugar or 1 T jelly or jam, ½ cup sorbet or jello, 1 cup lemonade 
 NUTS, SEEDS, LEGUMES: almonds, filberts, mixed nuts, peanuts or peanut butter, walnuts, sunflower 

seeds, kidney beans, lentils, split peas (energy, magnesium, protein, fiber) 
 FRUITS: 14 cherries, 7 strawberries, 2 plums, 2 kiwi,  1 medium apple pear orange nectarine banana,  ½ 

grapefruit, 2” slice of melon or mango. Canned fruit about the same but use packed in own juice and not in 
syrup. (magnesium, potassium, fiber) 

 LEAN MEATS, FISH, AND POULTRY: 1 oz of cooked lean meat, poultry, fish preferably broiled or roasted.  
1 egg, I was always told never to eat a piece of meat larger than a deck of cards. Sorry. (protein, mg.) 

 

SERVINGS PER DAY: 
                            1600 calories                               2000 calories                                          2600 calories 
GRAINS                      6                                                   6-8                                                            10-11 
VEGETABLES “          3-4                                                 4-5                                                             5-6 
FRUITS                       4                                                    4-5                                                             5-6 
LO OR FAT FREE       2-3                                                2-3                                                              3 
LEAN MEAT, POULTRY, FISH 3-4 or less                     6 or less                                                     6 or less 
NUTS, SEEDS, BEANS 3-4 per wk.                                4-5 per wk.                                                7 per wk. 
SWEETS, SUGAR       5 or less per wk.                         5 or less per wk.                                       7 or less  
 

READY SET GO: GET WEIGHED, B/P CHECKED, BRING YOUR 
NUMBERS AND LETS GET STARTED. SIGN UP 

 

 



 

 

 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

Musings on Music 

The circles and lines dance over a sheet, with no meaning unless you can see  
That those symbols translated become what you hear. It’s music for you and for me. 
 
The verses and stanzas appear on the page; their creation a mystery still.  
Music springs from the mind, God’s incredible gift of imagination, knowledge, and skill. 
 
It’s a lullaby sung to us right from our birth; it’s melody, rhythm, and rhymes,  
Harmonies that can bring tears to our eyes, or send chills to tingle our spines. 
 
The whispering wind, raindrops on the roof; a frog’s croak or the chirps of the birds.  
Nature’s cadence surrounds us, morning ‘til night, a symphony that needs no words. 
 
We each have our favorites, tunes held so dear, their memories filling our days.  
These compositions blend notes with poetry sweet, expressed in myriad ways. 
 
There's classical, jazz, opera, and soul; rock, country, and pop make me smile!  
Whether polka, gospel, folk, or big band; there’s a genre that will fit your style. 
 
We sing hymns and psalms, ballads and chants, anthems to join us together.  
Lyrics unite us in celebration or sorrow; songs help us to always remember. 
 
Some call it the universal language, and in each culture it plays a big part.  
In my life the many pleasures of music bring joy to me deep in my heart. 
 
(Many thanks to Kathy Hotchkiss, our musician and poet-in-residence, June 2018) 

On Sunday May 19th, Salem Honored Marilyn Auscherman for her many years as our Bell Master.  



 

 

FROM THE GREEN TEAM 
Serviceberries – what’s up with this tree?  
If you want to see a fabulous collection of Serviceberries, go to the movies!  All along the front of the movie 

theater in Bettendorf just off Illinois 74. As you walk from the parking lot into the theater – you can’t miss the 

architectural trunks and rounded branching leaves  

Questions: What is the tree’s name? 

Answer: Serviceberry, Shadbush  

Question: Why is it called shadbush?   

Answer: The flowers appear in early spring, "when the shad run" according to North-American tradition 

(leading to names such as "shadbush"). 

Question: Why is it called Serviceberry?  

Answer: The name serviceberry is thought to derive from church services and for its blooming season, notes 
the Maryland Department of Natural Resources. At that time of year, the weather was better and traveling 
pastors were able to visit the church circuits, or it was Easter season. Some even say people knew that when 
the serviceberries were in flower, the ground had thawed enough to dig a grave. 
Question:  What does it look like?  

Answer: Depends on the season…                           

  

 SPRING          SUMMER  FALL 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Why are we planting it here at Salem?  Flowers for the bees, berries for the birds and people (you can make 

jam from these!) GORGEOUS fall color, and the branching habit of the tree makes it wonderful along streets – 

where drivers need to see “through” the branching structure in order to see oncoming traffic. 

Personal:  I love this tree – I have one in my front yard right outside my kitchen window so I can see it every 

day…I love the shape, color, bloom, and fruit of this tree – Here in zone 5, it is a good idea to seek a tree that 

has multiple seasonal interest. The fact that it is wonderful bees is a huge bonus.   

The common name of Juneberry is sometimes used because the fruit will start ripening during that month. The 
common names shadbush, shadblow, and shadwood refer to the fish that run and spawn while these plants 
are blooming. Other names you may see are sugarplum, Indian pear, May cherry, saskatoon, sarvisberry, wild 
pear, wild plum, and chuckley pear. 
According to "The Berry Bible: With 175 Recipes Using Cultivated and Wild, Fresh and Frozen Berries" by 
Janie Hibler, the origin of the name Amelanchier is the Celtic word gauloise, which translates to "small apple." 
Both apples and serviceberries are pomes, making this an apt comparison. Over time this transformed into the 
French Provincial name of amelanche, which was used for the snowy Mespilus (Amelanchier ovalis). 
https://www.thespruce.com/nine-species-serviceberry-trees-and-shrubs-3269674 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shad


 

 

PICTURE PAGE 

All Church Picnic was held at Singing Bird Lodge.  

The Confirmands took their end of year 

test on May 15th. Wednesday 

BoomWhackers perform during service.  

Blessing of the Health Kits 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

5:00  Worship 

2 

10:00 Worship 

Service -

Recognition of 

Graduates 

11:00 Congrega-

tional Meeting 

3 

1:00 Serenity 

Circle 

4 

9:30  Polka Band 

10:00 Staff Meet-

ing 

5 6 

8:00Maintenanc

e Crew 

12noon Pastors 

Text Study 

5:30 Finance 

Committee 

7 

9:30 Green 

Team Gardening 

8 

5:00  Worship 

9Pentecost 

10:00 Worship 

Service 

11:00 Council 

Meeting 

10 11 

10:00 Staff Meet-

ing 

12 13 

8:00 Mainte-

nance Crew 

12noon Pastors 

Text Study 

14 

9:30 Green 

Team Gardening 

15 

5:00  Worship 

16 Fathers Day 

Holy Trinity 

10:00 Worship 

Service 

17 18 

9:30  Polka Band 

10:00 Staff Meet-

ing 

12noon Ever-

greens 

19 

6:00 Calendar 

Planning Meet-

ing 

20 

8:00 Mainte-

nance Crew 

12noon Pastors 

Text Study 

21 

9:30 Green 

Team Gardening 

22 

5:00  Worship 

23 

10:00 Worship 

Service 

11:00 Healing 

Service 

24 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

25 

10:00 Staff Meet-

ing 

11:00 Support 

Group 

26 27 

8:00 Mainte-

nance Crew 

12noon Pastors 

Text Study 

28 

9:30 Green 

Team Gardening 

Newsletter Col-

lating 

29 

5:00  Worship 

30 

10:00 Worship 

Service 

      



 

 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

Trisha Gustafson     6/1  

Andrew Beierlein     6/4  

Jacqueline Maxeiner    6/5 

Jaylen Tillberg   6/6 

Jon Whitcomb      6/7  

Jo Ann Wolff      6/7  

Nathan Tillberg     6/8  

Selah Jaggers     6/8 

Nancy Lindstrom     6/9  

Lincoln McEvoy  6/11 

Donald Swensson     6/13  

Kate Woomert     6/13 

Anita Dietz    6/14 

Annette Dietz     6/14 

Christine Gernant     6/14  

Maureen Archibald     6/16  

Lindsey Gidel      6/17  

Michelle Titterington     6/17  

David Luder       6/18  

Kim Luder       6/19  

Andrea Perez      6/19  

Kendall Fulkerson     6/20 

Nolan DeJonge   6/22 

Garrett Woodward     6/22  

Craig Dahlstrom     6/23  

Gary Benson      6/24  

Tracy Fausett      6/24  

Sally Patterson      6/24  

William Smith      6/24  

Robert Stockhecke     6/24 

Michael Locander     6/26  

Matthew Morrow     6/28 

Jeffrey Lind   6/30  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

June 6/2 6/9 6/16 6/23 6/30 

Readers Kathy Hotchkiss Jim Kernan Bonnie Lartz Becky Lueck Kayla McKay 

Communion  

Assistants 

Bonnie Casper, 

Matthew Morrow, 

Wendy Hilton Mor-

row 

Linda Davidson, Linda 

Lundgren  
Heather Locander, Mi-

randa Luder  
Jim & Marti Kernan  Mandy & Mitch 

Bergeson  

Assisting  

Minister 

Dick Fislar/Rene 

Robinson 

Cathy Bigelow/ 

Kathy Hotchkiss 

Dick Fislar/Nancy 

Patterson 

Cathy Bigelow/ 

Jim Kernan 

Dick Fislar/Jon 

Gustafson 

Children’s  

Moment 

Pastor Randy Will-

ers 
Sally Patterson Pastor Randy Willers Sally Patterson 

Pastor Randy Will-

ers 

Altar Guild Denise Gidel Denise Gidel Denise Gidel Denise Gidel Denise Gidel 



 

 

Salem Lutheran Church 
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Pastor’s Letter 1 

Council Minutes 2 

Upcoming Events 3 

Youth 4 

Memorials/Thank yous 5 
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Music 7 
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Picture Page 9 

Calendar 10 
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Birthdays/Assistants 

11 

Fellowship 12 

Inside this issue: 

Saturday 5:00 pm  

 Worship with Communion 

Sunday 10:00 AM  

 Worship with Communion 

  

Office Hours: Monday - Friday    

 8:00 am to Noon  

Rev. Dr. Randy Willers                 

309-292-0881 

EVERGREENS 
"Show and Tell" is the theme for the June 18, 2019 luncheon of the Ever-
greens.  Bring examples of your hobbies, collections, etc. to share with our 
group.  Don't stay away if you don't 
have anything to share.  Come and 
learn more about our friends.  Our 
menu includes:  chicken salad, Napa 
salad, fresh fruit, chips, dessert and 
beverage all for $8.00.  Sign up in the 
Narthex and we will see you there. 

WELCA Meetings 
 

Naomi Circle: Naomi Circle will meet on June 11th at 1:30 PM at 
the home of Patti Tollerud.  

Serenity Circle:  June 3rd, 11:00 APM Serenity circle will meet at the 
church and carpool to Lavender Crest Winery for lunch.   

FELLOWSHIP 


