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Salem News   June 2022 

 

25
“I have said these things to you while I am  

still with you. 
26

But the Advocate, the Holy  
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name,  
will teach you everything, and remind you of  
all that I have said to you. 

27
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not 

give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let 
them be afraid.” (John 14:25-27) 
 
Putting our faith to work in our lives, both individually and as a community of faith are the 
backdrop of this text from the Gospel reading on Pentecost Sunday. The question for each 
of us is this: how do we remain faithful and believe in God when we can no longer see the 
risen Lord with our own eyes?  
 
As members of the body of Christ, you and I are tasked with revealing God to the world 
through the way that we worship God and by the way that we show love for one another, 
both within the Church and in the community. On the Sunday when we celebrate  
Pentecost, we remember how God gave the Holy Spirit to the Church who binds us  
together as one, who inspires our proclamation of the Gospel and who enlivens and  
sustains our faith. 
 
Why is this so important, and why do we spend such a large amount of our liturgical year 
focused on this part of the story? Because the time after Pentecost is a season of hearing 
how God’s grace in Christ is lived out in our lives together. It is a season dedicated entirely 
to who the Church is called to be and where that Church is called to serve.  
 
This largest season of the liturgical year provides us all with opportunities to recognize our  
baptismal gifts, both individually and as a congregation, and then to see how we might 
steward them all for the common good. God has given us many gifts of the Spirit to be 
used here within our congregation to enliven us in our faith, to hand on that faith to the next 
generation and even to have safe spaces into which we can practice that faith.  
 
But we are also gifted with the fruits of the Spirit, which, according to Paul are “love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness,

 
gentleness, and selfcontrol.” (Galatians 

5:22-23) This time after Pentecost opens the door for us to see how the world might be 
changed if the body of Christ stewards these gifts, these fruits of the Spirit, toward the 
common good. 
 
During these early months of partnership between our congregations, I pray that you will 
be inspired in your own life of faith through the power of the Holy Spirit, and that your eyes 
will be opened not only to your own unique gifts but also to opportunities and situations 
where you will have a chance to share them. This is my prayer for our congregations as 
well. May God the Father continue to daily provide you with overflowing grace in Christ, 
and work a new and transformed purpose out in and through you and through us all. 
Amen. 
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CHURCH COUNCIL  

President 
Rita Gustafson 
309-721-4363 
 
Vice President 
Linda Davidson 
309-236-5624 
 
Treasurer 
Nancy Patterson 
309-737-3821 
 
Secretary 
Marti Kernan 
309-235-0266 
 
Learning 
Miranda Luder 
309–235-7263 
 
Property 
Howard Findahl 
309-792-5616 
 
Worship 
Linda Lundgren 
309-912-5644 
 
Service 
Becky Leuck  
309-945-8844 
 
Youth   
Josh Morrow 
309-792-2248 
 
Witness  
Darlene Hann 
309-797-2282 
 
Stewardship 
Wendy Hilton-Morrow 
309-792-2248  

 
Pastor  
Dave Efflandt 
563-845-9368 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Let’s help the Willard Students get  

back to school on the right foot! 

The Salem-Willard Outreach Committee will be collecting school supplies 
during the summer months for the Willard School students’ 2022-23 school 
year. Below are items the teachers have indicated will help the students at 
Willard. The items may be placed in the Willard  
barrel.  Deadline will be August 14. 
THANK YOU for your support. 
2022-23 School Year      Willard School Items 
Expo Dry Erase Markers – regular   Disinfectant Wipes 
Expo Dry Erase Markers Fine Tip (Black)  Boxes of Kleenex 
Box of Washable Markers (Classic Colors)  Crayons—24 count 
Zip Lock Bags – Quart, Gallon and Sandwich size  
Plastic Boxes for Crayons 
Sweatpants – Small, medium and large     
Headphones (Over the ear) 
Boys and Girls underwear – Small, medium and large 
Plain color two pocket folders with and without prongs 

CONGREGATIONAL 

MEETING 
SUNDAY, JUNE 5 AFTER WORSHIP 

Please plan to attend this  
meeting as it will cover the  
election of officers of the  
Church Council and members  
of the Committees that help  
keep Salem running.  

tel:3097972282
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YOUTH 
 
Dear Salem Families, 
 
As Summer approaches, Miranda and I will be brainstorming ways to provide more 
diverse summer programming for our youth and children. We are considering hosting 
several “mini-camps” with different, fun themes throughout the summer (like last 
year).  Programs will be offered to elementary aged children as well as Jr/Sr High. 
Information will be sent to families through e-mail and posted on Facebook to keep 
you informed.  Thank you in advance for your patience and for learning along with us. 
 
Sally and Miranda 
 

Sunday School News: 
A heartfelt THANKS to everyone who helped with Sunday School and  
Confirmation this year. Miranda and I appreciate your time, dedication, and hard 
work: Becky VanErstvelde, Wendy Hilton-Morrow and Monika Luder 
 

SEE YOU IN THE FALL!! 
9:15-9:45AM    Breakfast Club (optional fellowship time for Sunday Schoolers) – 
Children and youth can drop in before Sunday School and join us for snacks, fun and 
fellowship. Children/youth can come for all or part of the time. 
9:45-10:30AM    Sunday School (Preschool thru High School) – Join us for hands
-on learning about God.  
10:45AM     Worship in the Sanctuary 
 
Elementary Sunday School Department (ages 5 thru 6th grade) 
Join us in May, the Elementary Sunday school will learn about Jesus’ love for us.  We 
will do this through video, crafts, and games.  This age group meets on 1

st
 floor.  

 
Jr. High/High School SUNDAY'S COOL!  (7th thru 12th grade) 
This is our most important weekly gathering. Come for a great time of fellowship and 
hands-on learning of God's word.  This age group meets in the library.  
 
Wednesday Nights at Salem  
Teen Drop In (6:00-7:00PM) – 6th grade & Up.  Laid back, come as you are,  
environment to play games, ping pong, and just hang out with friends.   
 
Youth Groups and Summer Programs 
We hope to have God Stars (grades 3-6) and Jr/Sr. High Youth meet in this summer. 
Dates will be announced as we continue to monitor Covid numbers and restrictions. 
We appreciate your patience and flexibility as we look out for the safety of our youth, 
children, and volunteers. 
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PARISH NURSE       
 

PLANTING YOUR GARDEN 

It is time to have a garden. If you do not have a place where you can plant a lot you 

can always plant in a planter. There is nothing better than having fresh fruit as straw-

berries, and fresh vegetables as beans, lettuce, herbs, cherry tomatoes, on your din-

ner plate. It is a joy to see things grow and blossom. This is also how God is in our 

lives once the seeds are planted.  Let’s continue to plant the seeds  and share God’s 

love with others. 

This is for the garden of your daily living 

Plant 3 rows of peas 
Peace of mind 
Peace of heart 
Peace of soul 

Plant 4 rows of squash 
Squash gossip 
Squash indifference 
Squash grumbling 
Squash selfishness 

Plant 4 rows of lettuce 
Lettuce be faithful 
Lettuce be kind 
Lettuce be patient 
Lettuce really love one another 
Lettuce remember others and be helpful   

Plant 3 rows of turnips 
Turnip for meetings 
Turnip for service 
Turnip to assist where needed 

To conclude our garden we must have thyme 
      1, Thyme for each other 
      2. Thyme for family 
      3. Thyme to be a good listener 
      4. Thyme to give thanks to God    
                                                                                                                                                                 
Water and fertilize the seeds and plants and cultivate them with love as they grow.  
You reap what you sow.  You will be amazed at how much love and caring does.                                                 
                                                                                                   Melody, Parish Nurse 
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Church Council Highlights  
April 10, 2022 
Present: Rita Gustafson, Linda Davidson, Miranda Luder, Wayne Thompson, Darlene Hann, Linda 
Lundgren, Josh Morrow, Wendy Hilton Morrow, Pastor Mike Lawyer and Marti Kernan 
Absent: Becky Leuck and Nancy Patterson (available by phone) 
Devotions: Wayne Thompson 
Financial Report: Nancy submitted the report by email. In discussion, the gas was $3500 this month. A  
MidAmerican budget plan was mentioned but we will stay at the monthly amounts. The sanctuary repairs 
were approved at $5500 and will remain as is even though many problems occurred. Cleaning the sanctuary 
was an additional $25/person. It was determined that additional cleaning needed to be done, members 
were asked to help. 
Pastors Report: Pastor Mike and Rita prepared a 20 month synopsis that will be reviewed at a later date. 
Pastor Mike will work with Pastor David Efflandt transitioning, it should be smooth. 
Youth: No report due to Sally’s medical leave status. 
Personnel: Efforts are being made to find a music leader. Laura Crumbleholme agreed to play until August 
and will reevaluate at that time. There are 2 other possibilities. 
Worship: Linda L. reported “We are ready to go”. 
Learning: Miranda reported “We’re moving right along”. Confirmation class has completed 3 units: Baptism, 
Communion and Lord’s Prayer. Pastor Dave will pick up in the fall. 
Service: No report in Becky’s absence. 
Covid-19: Nothing to report. 
Stewardship: Hymn sponsorship was mentioned. Pastor Mike suggested to discuss with Pastor Dave along 
with the Time and Talent Fair.Property: The new auditorium blinds will be installed at a later date. 
Old Business: Youth room floor: The safe will be removed. Bids to abate and remove entire floor up to the 
craft room steps, kitchen and landing are $7500 and $9500. Endowment funds will be used for abatement 
while Memorials will be used for the new covering.  
Personnel: An updated personnel policy was presented. Wendy suggested Junteenth be added since it was 
just recognized a National holiday. Other concerns were expressed. The policy will be revised again and  
represented to council. In the meantime, 5 sick days will be given to Sally and Deb effective immediately. 
The revised policy will have sick day added to it.  
New Business: Pastor Mike suggested that we, as a congregation, review our insurance coverage every few 
years. He suggested Church Mutual as they only cover church’s. Malpractice insurance was also  
recommended and advised by Synod. 
MidAmerican Energy contacted the office (Deb) to inform us of an electrical meter that is not being used but 
is paying paid for. Wayne will make the arrangements for them to remove it.  
Congregational Picnic will be held Sunday, May 15. Location TBD. Messiah Lutheran will be invited.  
Everyone will be responsible for their own food/drink.  
Feedback to Rita’s letter to Congregation. Some expressed concern while other see that we’ll be saving 
money and it’s necessary. We are all in hopes that this will become permanent and the Congregation will 
see this as a real opportunity. Pastor Mike added “ Don’t focus on the bottomline, focus on the ministry  
opportunities. God is giving you this gift and the ministry opportunities. Here’s a guy who’s Grandma was a 
part of this place, was baptized, went to Trinity, his family still live here. He wants to be in this area. So God 
is bringing this to us as a gift for two congregations to be able to work together. That is a true blessing”  
Pastor informed us of the current shortage of seminary students, therefore a shortage of Pastors. 
Further discussion: Linda L. asked Wayne how maintenance was doing. He replied that they put the word 
out for volunteers, but Bob Stockhecke and Larry Bigalow are doing the best they can. 
Linda D. encouraged everyone to attend the Easter Breakfast and bring friends and lots of free will offering! 
Next meeting: May 1, 2022 
Devotions: Darlene 
Lord’s Prayer was recited. 
Meeting adjourned at 12:27pm 
Respectively submitted, 
Marti Kernan, Church Council Secretary 
Post meeting: Pastor Mike was no longer present. Rita reminded us of the photo wall of Pastors. Several 
members have expressed that Pastor Mike be added to the wall. This would break tradition, but due to the 
20 months as our Interim Pastor and the exceptional circumstance related to Covid, we all agreed with the 
request. Rita will talk to Pastor Mike. 
Linda D. discussed the Lawyers reception. 
May 7 and 8, Pastor Efflandt will be introduced.  
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We Are Salem 

Health and Wellness 
 
On Monday May2 the Health and Wellness 
committee packaged and delivered Health 
Kits for the Willard students. 
 
Thank you to Margaret Castle, Chairman of 
the Wellness Committee along with Dick 
Castle, Linda Ontiverous, Bob and Nadyne 
Stockhecke and Maureen Archibald for  
getting these together and delivering.   

Salem Willard Committee 
 

On Tuesday May3 the Salem 
Willard Committee delivered treat 
bags for the teachers and staff of 
Willard in recognition of Teacher  
Appreciation Day.  
 
Thank you to Bob and Nadyne 
Stockhecke for doing this!!  

 

Sally and Sunday School -  

Thank you all for the Easter Basket. 

Thank everyone to welcome us back 

to church and in your prayers. 

Marianne & Stan Moore 

Dear Dish Committee and Sunday School! 
 
Thank you so much for my delightful bucket of  
Easter Goodies. It’s so thoughtful and caring that 
you do that and brings cheer into our old lives! 
God Bless All!! 
 
Cathie Anderson 

Dear Salem— 

Thank you for our Easter Basket. We en-

joyed it so much. Thank you to Sunday 

School for the Cross. I put it in our window 

to share with the neighbors to see. Thank 

you for prayers. 

God’s Blessings, 

Our Love,  

Claudette and Don 

Dear Salem Church Family and Dish  
Committee, 
 
Many thanks for my Easter Care  
package and Lily that were delivered 
by Denise Gidel. Also a thank you to 
the Salem children for the cards. 
I appreciate the care and kindness 
you extend to me. 
 
Annette Dietz 

Dear Salem, 
He is Risen. He is risen indeed. 
Many thanks for remembering me at Easter. I am 
enjoing the Easter goodies, the beautiful Easter 
cross made of candy, the felt cross that strengthens 
our Trust, the handy tissues, the love that sends 
them and the Happy Easter Bunny that holds it all. It 
is good to help one another grow our faith. 
June Piff 
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Memorials received in May, 2022 
 

Memorials Received May 2022                                                                                                                             

In Loving Memory of Dorothy Schourek                                                                      

Given by…..Sue Smith, Linda Graflund, Karin Martin, Jim and Marti Kernan, Mary 

Malarkey, Jeff Lind, Paul and Kristi Kearney, Donna Atkinson, Raymond and Barba-

ra Stoetzer, Don and Claudette Swenssson 

In Loving Memory of Jim Staes                                                                                    

Given by…..Charlotte Carlson, Brian, Gayla and Griffin Staes, Margie Hulsbrink, 

Rebecca VanErstvelde, Jim and Marti Kernan 

In Loving Memory of Shirley Thurwanger                                                                 

Given by…..Jim and Marti Kernan 

In Loving Memory of Rita Melin                                                                                   
Given by…..Don and Claudette Swensson, Barb Tillberg  

 
 
 
 
Please keep the family of Rita Melin in your prayers as she 
passed away on May 8, 2022. 

Church Picnic - Good food, Good fellowship, Good times! 
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Church Council Highlights 

May 1, 2022 
 
Meeting called to order by Rita Gustafson at 11:15 
Present: Rita Gustafson, Linda Davidson, Nancy Patterson, Marti Kernan, Darlene Hann, Miranda Luder, 
Wayne Thompson, Linda Lundgren, Becky Leuck, Wendy Hilton-Morrow, Joshua Morrow and Pastor Dave 
Efflandt 
Devotions: Darlene Hann 
Elevator: Upon inspection, the emergency return unit needs to be replaced costing $3,224. If there is a 
power outage or surge, the return will not work. Someone could be trapped requiring a call to the fire de-
partment for a cost. Nancy explained the cost would come out of Property-Repair and Maintenance and/or 
Memorials. The part has been ordered.  
Treasures Report: Nancy reported that it’s too early in the month for the report, but will email it. All bills are 
paid, no concerns. 
Linda D. requested that we need a grand total of all the repairs...roof and leaks, youth room floor abate-
ment and covering and all the nit-picky stuff that is constantly discussed at the meeting and not resolved! 
How much and where’s the money coming from! Our council time should focus on programs. 
Rita is working on the roofing and floor bids. 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Lawyer prepared his report for review 
Staff Reports: 
Youth: Too early in the month 
Parish Nurse : Too early in the month. Trinity sent a letter on our budget intention for Melody. ancy ex-
plained we can raise Melody’s salary by 10% without adjusting the budget. This would begin in October ac-
cording to when Trinity's new budget begins. This increase will be added to our new budget.  
Standing Committees: 
Personnel: Laura Cumbleholme will continue to play. 
Worship: Linda L will meet with Pastor Dave. 
Learning: The first Breakfast Club was held today at 9:15 with Sunday School after. Summer day camps 
are being planned instead of VBS. 
Witness: Darlene reported the supply drive brought in $1044.19 worth of supplies. Deb advised to wait on 
any further office supplies. 
Service: No report. Becky said Conner’s piano teacher asked if she could use the sanctuary  
Saturday, July 9 for their recital. Rita said there may be a wedding and she will check. 
Covid-19 Team: Linda D reported we had 3 known cases of Covid at The Lawyers reception. She raised 
the question of contact tracing and why no attempt was made to contact attendees that had signed in. After 
much discussion, signing in will no longer be for contact tracing but for attendance. 
Stewardship: No report 
Property: The electric meter is now working and being used to light the parking lot sign. Wayne recom-
mended solar lighting. He’ll research it. Someone mentioned a flag which will be discussed later. Easter 
Brunch raised $970. The money will be used for a zero control valve for the youth room. 
Old Business 
Personnel: Rita informed us that Jon made the suggested changes in the personnel policy. Pastor Dave 
requested more time to review it. Vote will be at next meeting. 
Congregational picnic will be at Prospect Park by WQAD. Messiah Lutheran will be invited. 
Annual Meeting will be June 5 after 10:45 service. Reports MUST be to Deb by Monday, May 16. 
Pastor Dave submitted a schedule of his upcoming commitments. 
Live streaming equipment: Pastor Dave presented copies of detailed information for live  
streaming, including copyright and licensure recommendation, equipment and prices. He detailed immedi-
ate action, medium range planning and long range planning. He shared his knowledge and 
experience of all that is required for live streaming. Memorials and possibly Endowment will be used. Imme-
diate and medium range planning as recommended by Pastor Dave is $3,100.  
Organ repairs A letter of agreement from Bogues for two regular tunings at $614 per call will be signed and 
returned. The cost is in the budget. 
Lords Prayer was recited. 
Next meeting June 12, 2022 with new council members 
Respectively submitted, 
Marti Kernan, Council Secretary  
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Assisting Ministers  -  June 2022 

       Saturday              Assistant               Sunday                     Assistant 

 June 4th        Kathy Hotchkiss       June 5th        Kathy Hotchkiss 

  
 June 11th   Cathy Bigelow              June 12th         Jim Kernan 

  
 June 18th   Dick Fislar             June 19th    Nancy Patterson 

  
 June 25th   Cathy Bigelow              June 26th    Jon Gustafson  

 

SERENITY CIRCLE 
 Meets June 6 at 

The Palace in 
East Moline 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Trisha Gustafson     6/1  
Andrew Beierlein     6/4  
Jacqueline Maxeiner    6/5 
Jaylen Tillberg   6/6 
Jon Whitcomb      6/7  
Jo Ann Wolff      6/7  
Nathan Tillberg     6/8  
Selah Jaggers     6/8 
Nancy Lindstrom     6/9  
Lincoln McEvoy  6/11 
Pastor Dave Efflandt 6/11 
Donald Swensson     6/13  
Annette Dietz   6/14 
Maureen Archibald    6/16  
Ainsley Leuck  6/17 
Lindsey Gidel      6/17  
Michelle Titterington  6/17  
David Luder      6/18  
Sarah Efflandt  6/18 
Kim Luder       6/19  
Andrea Perez      6/19  
Kendall Fulkerson     6/20 
Nolan DeJonge   6/22 
Garrett Woodward    6/22  
Tracy Fausett      6/24  
Sally Patterson      6/24  
William Smith      6/24  
Robert Stockhecke    6/24 
Michael Locander     6/26  
Matthew Morrow     6/28 
Jeffrey Lind   6/30  

THANK YOU SALEM!! 
You helped raise $970 at the Easter 
Breakfast to help with the Property  
Committee Projects! The money raised 
will go toward the new zone valve for 
Youth Room or Building Security (ability to 
unlock front door from secretary’s desk to 
keep door locked at all times). 

Birdies for Charity 

Is taking donations online at 

birdiesforcharity.com 

Our Bird is #2142  

The more you donate, the more we 

get in “Rewards” (guaranteed 5%) 

Thanks for participating! 
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Salem Lutheran Church 
1724 15th Street 
Moline, IL  61265 
309-764-5614 
www.salemmoline.org 

  
Worship:  
Saturday 5pm   
Sunday 10:45am   
   
Office Hours:  
Monday thru Friday 
8:00AM to 12:00PM 

 

Last, But Not Least…. 

 

Camryn Flippo and Nicole  
Tillberg graduated from  
Southern Illinois Carbondale. 

Kaitlyn Wilburn will be  
graduating from Orion 
High School  

Owen Kump will be  
graduating from Rock  
Island High School 

Congratulations Class of 2022!! 

Erin Geyer graduated  
from Clarke University 

Samantha Cramer  
graduated from  
St. Ambrose  
University 

Logan Curry  
graduated from 
Black Hawk College 


