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Salem News   May 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

New Sunday School and Worship Schedule 

Effective Saturday, April 30 and Sunday, May 1 

 

Saturday Worship remains at 5:00PM 

 

Sunday School Schedule is as follows: 

9:15-9:45AM    Breakfast Club (optional fellowship time for 
Sunday Schoolers) – Children and youth can drop in before  
Sunday School and join us for snacks, fun and fellowship.  
Children/youth can come for all or part of the time. 
 
9:45-10:30AM    Sunday School (Preschool thru High School) 
– Join us for hands-on learning about God.  
 

Coffee Fellowship in Auditorium 9:30-10:30AM 
 

Sunday Worship is at 10:45AM 
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CHURCH COUNCIL  

President 
Rita Gustafson 
309-721-4363 
 
Vice President 
Linda Davidson 
309-236-5624 
 
Treasurer 
Nancy Patterson 
309-737-3821 
 
Secretary 
Marti Kernan 
309-235-0266 
 
Learning 
Miranda Luder 
309–235-7263 
 
Property 
Howard Findahl 
309-792-5616 
 
Worship 
Linda Lundgren 
309-912-5644 
 
Service 
Becky Leuck  
309-945-8844 
 
Youth   
Josh Morrow 
309-792-2248 
 
Witness  
Darlene Hann 
309-797-2282 
 
Stewardship 
Wendy Hilton-Morrow 
309-792-2248  

 
Pastor  
Dave Efflandt 
563-845-9368 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

ANNUAL 
CHURCH PICNIC 

Sunday, May 15 
Prospect Park,  

Moline  
 
Mark your calendars for 

May 15 for our annual Salem Church Picnic.  The fun and food 
begins at noon at Prospect Park shelter (by TV station).  Bring 
your own picnic lunch, beverage, and eating utensils.  You may 
even want a lawn chair.  There’s sure to be some exciting games 
like kickball or other yard games you might have.  We invited 
Messiah Lutheran Church members in Port Byron, Pastor Dave’s 
other congregation so we may meet some new fellow Lutherans.  
In case of inclement weather we will eat in the church auditorium. 

 
Welcome  

Pastor David Efflandt 
Pastor David Efflandt is current serving 
at Messiah Lutheran Church, in Port  
Byron, IL.  He is a Quad City native and 
a 1992 graduate of Moline High School.  
Before ordained ministry, he was a  
middle school band and choir director 
for 12 years, both in Minnesota and in  
California. Pastor Dave holds a B.M. in 
Music Education, and an M.A. Teaching, 

Leadership and Learning.  He attended Wartburg Theological 
Seminary in Dubuque, IA, earned his M. Div. in 2015. Pastor 
Dave has served as a pastor in both in multi-point parishes and 
as a lead pastor of a large ELCA church in Southeastern  
Minnesota near Rochester. He is married to his high school 
sweetheart, Sarah (Ayers), and they have two incredible children:  
Austin, who is a sophomore at Luther College and Isabella, who 
is a freshman at Wartburg College. Pastor Dave is excited to 
begin this partnership between Salem and Messiah Lutheran 
churches, to see where the Holy Spirit is leading us, and to be a 
part of letting both our communities know what God is up to in 
this place. 

tel:3097972282
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YOUTH 
 

New Sunday School Schedule Begins May1st! 
9:15-9:45AM    Breakfast Club (optional fellowship time for Sunday Schoolers) – 
Children and youth can drop in before Sunday School and join us for snacks, fun and 
fellowship. Children/youth can come for all or part of the time. 
9:45-10:30AM    Sunday School (Preschool thru High School) – Join us for hands
-on learning about God.  
10:45AM     Worship in the Sanctuary 
 

Elementary Sunday School Department (ages 5 thru 6th grade) 

Join us in May, the Elementary Sunday school will learn about Jesus’ love for us.  We 

will do this through video, crafts, and games.  This age group meets on 1
st
 floor. Last 

day of Sunday School is May 8
th
. 

 

Jr. High/High School SUNDAY'S COOL!  (7th thru 12th grade) 

This is our most important weekly gathering. Come for a great time of fellowship and 

hands-on learning of God's word.  This age group meets in the library. Last day of 

Sunday School is May 8
th
. 

 

Wednesday Nights at Salem  

Teen Drop In (6:00-7:00PM) – 6th grade & Up.  Laid back, come as you are, environ-

ment to play games, ping pong, and just hang out with friends.  Drop-in ends May 

11
th
. 

 
Youth Groups and Summer Programs 

We hope to have God Stars (grades 3-6) and Jr/Sr. High Youth meet in this summer. 
Dates will be announced as we continue to monitor Covid numbers and restrictions. 
We appreciate your patience and flexibility as we look out for the safety of our youth, 
children, and volunteers. 
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PARISH NURSE       
 

IF YOUR MEMORY ISN’T WHAT IT USED TO BE DO NOT PANIC! 

     Memory loss and cognition challenges can come from a number of other disorders and the  
majority of which are treatable. It is not always a part of the aging process as is commonly thought 
or dementia or alzheimers! While some medicines can help you treat your health conditions, some 
can create problems for your brain.  Cognitive symptoms: difficult to pay attention, inability to sit still 
any length of time, taking extra long time to complete tasks, poor memory when recalling learned 
facts or written instructions, difficulty with reading, spelling, comprehension,  struggling to plan and 
prioritize, reasoning and judgment are some of the problems of memory problems.    
      Adults can have (ADD) and attention- deficit disorder and attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder 
(ADHD). It can affect not only children but about 2-4 % of adults and most are never diagnosed. 
This neurobiological disease makes it difficult to focus or pay attention and as a result, difficult to 
learn and remember new information. These individuals may have a history of work problems, and 
often do not follow thru on tasks at home, and are easily distracted. These symptoms are reversible 
with medication and some primary doctors or a neurologist may treat for these symptoms after  
examination.  
     Obstructive sleep apnea causes diminished nighttime oxygen and excessive daytime  
sleepiness that can impair memory and concentration.  The signs are loud snoring during sleep, a 
dry mouth in the morning, morning headaches, and or difficulty staying alert during the day.  
Discuss with your dr. and they can refer you to a sleep specialist to arrange for testing and  
treatment. These episodes can occur hundreds of times per night, but most sufferers do not know 
they are happening.     
     Some medications that can cause a problem are ones that most people are not aware of.  
Statins to lower cholesterol, benzodiazepines to treat anxiety, antiseizure drugs, antidepressants, 
and dopamine agonists that are used for parkinson disease and restless legs syndrome. Some  
other types of meds that can cause cognitive side effects are beta blockers that are used for high 
blood pressure, congestive heart failure, abnormal heart rhythms, angina, migraines, glaucoma, 
and tremors. Sedatives for sleep problems can cause a problem. Some antiseizure drugs used for 
seizures, nerve pain, bipolar disorder, mania, migraine are examples. Antidepressants used for 
anxiety disorders, eating disorders, obsessive compulsive disorders, chronic pain are other  
examples. Narcotic painkillers are other meds that can cause problems.    
     Anxiety and stress can cause distraction and it is difficult to form memories when you are not 
paying attention. Depression interferes with concentration, interest in activities, and sleep, all  
essential factors for good memory. These can be treated with medication, therapy, and lifestyle 
changes, such as more exercise and practicing relaxation techniques.  
     Thyroid disease can be a symptom of cognitive dysfunction. People with vitamin B12 deficiency 
can cause confusion and memory loss.  These problems can be checked by your doctor and  
treated with the proper medication if indicated.  
      To help lower your chance of having medicine-related problems you should regularly talk with 
your doctor, pharmacist and or nurse practitioner about your medicines and concerns, They may 
need to be changed, re-evaluated, discontinued, or doses lowered. NEVER ABRUPTLY STOP 
YOUR MEDICINES WITHOUT TALKING TO YOUR MEDICAL CAREGIVERS. IT CAN BE VERY 
DANGEROUS!!. FOLLOW YOUR DOCTORS INSTRUCTIONS!!!  Provide a list of all your meds 
and which doctor has ordered, the date they were started, include the frequency and dose for all 
your meds. In this list include all over the counter meds, vitamins, natural products, supplements, 
and things you may have ordered on line to be the magic cure. Remember our bodies change as 
we age and sometimes can’t handle some of the meds or doses. 
     Medications are wonderful but they need to be monitored to keep you well and safe!! 
                                                           Melody, Parish Nurse 
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Church Council Highlights  
Dear Salem Family –  
I’m writing today to share some exciting news about the future of Salem.  
 
As you know, Pastor and Debbie Lawyer will be retiring, and their last Sunday at Salem is April 24. 
We have been blessed by the time they were with us and I know we all wish them the best in their 
retirement.  
 
On Saturday, April 30 and Sunday, May 1, Pastor Michel Clark from the Northern Illinois Synod will 
be at Salem to preach and lead our service.  
 
Then, on May 3, Pastor Dave Efflandt will join Salem as our new interim pastor. We will be sharing 
Pastor Dave with Messiah Lutheran Church in Port Byron. Pastor Dave’s grandmother, Dorothy  
Efflandt, was a long-time member of Salem. He was raised in Moline and was a member of Trinity. 
Before being ordained as a pastor, he served as a high-school band teacher. He is married and has 
two college-aged children. We are eager to have him join us.  
 
Because we are sharing a pastor with another congregation, the Salem Council and the church 
council from Messiah Lutheran Church had a joint meeting on Sunday, facilitated by both Pastor 
Clark and Pastor Dave.  The purpose of this meeting was to work out the details and logistics of 
sharing a pastor between the two congregations. It was a lengthy meeting, but after much  
discussion, both councils unanimously approved the following plan:  
 

Messiah Lutheran Church will change its Sunday worship time from 9:00 a.m. to 8:30 a.m.  
 Salem Lutheran Church will change its Sunday worship time from 10:00 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. 

This will allow Pr. Dave sufficient travel and preparation time. This change will begin on May 
1. The Saturday evening worship time of 5:00 p.m. will not change.  

Details regarding the Sunday School time are still being worked out and will be announced soon. 
Pastor Dave will be in the office at Salem Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 

noon; he will be in the office at Messiah on Thursdays and Fridays from 9:00 a.m. – 
12:00 noon. He will also be available by email. 

Salem and Messiah will split the expenses of pastoral compensation and benefits 50-50%. This 
includes salary, housing allowance, health insurance, pension and social security  

 reimbursement. Messiah will pay Pr. Dave directly and Salem will reimburse Messiah for our 
portion. Any individual costs specific to Salem (such as mileage reimbursement) will be paid 
to Pr. Dave directly by Salem.  

An executive committee from both Salem and Messiah will have regular meetings to discuss any 
issues as they arise.  

We will look for opportunities to do joint events so that Salem members can get to know our 
Messiah sisters and brothers better. For example, let’s invite them to our end of year picnic! 

This arrangement is valid through December 31, 2022, at which point it can be renewed. The 
Councils will have another joint meeting in October to re-evaluate how things are going at 
both congregations.  

 
Again, I want to emphasize that these points were unanimously agreed upon by both church  
councils.  
 
If I may, please allow me to point out what a gift Salem has just received. Through this upcoming 
interim period, Salem has the opportunity to “test the waters” to see how sharing a pastor might 
work for our congregation. Most congregations do not get to test-out a pastor sharing arrangement 
before they make the final decision to do so. Salem is incredibly lucky to have this chance. It is no 
secret that Salem has been experiencing significant financial difficulties. It is also not a secret that 
Salem has struggled to find a full-time pastor whose salary and benefits fit our budget. Such a  
(continued on page 6) 
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(continued from page 5) 
sharing arrangement, if we decide to make it permanent, could free up resources that we can 
use to improve and expand our ministries. Additionally, Pastor Dave has extensive experience in 
helping congregations to determine who they are and what they want from the future, a process 
Salem started with our Ministry Site Profile and continues today.  
 

I know that many of you will have questions and concerns, and the council and I are happy to 
discuss those with you. Please - call us, stop us after church, email us. That contact  

 information for all council members should be available in the newsletter. But, in case you 
don’t want to look it up, my phone number (evenings and weekends) is 309-721-4363 
and my email is ritagustafson@gmail.com.  

 
In the meantime, please help me and the council welcome Pastor Dave and his family to Salem! 
 
And remember, beginning May 1, Sunday morning worship will be at 10:45 a.m. 
 
In Christ’s love,  
 
Rita Gustafson 
President, Salem Council  

Congratulations Stephanie 
Prince on your Baptism! 

(Mary Ann Zimmerman  
was her sponsor) 

mailto:ritagustafson@gmail.com
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Memorials received in April, 2022 
 

In Loving Memory of Bertha Juenger                                                                                           

Given by…..Frank and Karen Ege 

In Loving Memory of Marilyn Boyle                                                                                     

Given by…..Barb Tillberg 

In Loving Memory of Dorothy Schourek                                                                      

Given by…..Dick and Margaret Castle, Bob and Eileen Prusator, Darlene Hann 

In Loving Memory of Jim Staes                                                                                     

Given by…..Linda Ontiveros and Annette Dietz, Bob and Nadyne Stockhecke, 

Frank and Karen Ege, Barb Tillberg, Bob and Eileen Prusator, Linda Graflund, Pete 

and Linda Davidson, Robert and Barbara Hipskind, Dick and Margaret Castle, Paul 

Stanforth, Shirley Foley, Paul and Nancy Fischer, Don and Claudette Swensson, 

Suzanne Bender, Mike and Betty Pyevich, Bonnie Casper, John and Bonnie Lartz, 

Brad and Chris Weller, Lisa Hatlett, Anthony and Mary Ann Ybarra, Galen and Sue 

Westerfield, Mary and Tracy Doonan, Carole Podlashes, Darlene Hann 

                                                      

                                                       Easter Lily Memorial                                                                                   
In Loving Memory of her husband Ron                                                                                   
Given by…..Joanne Halverson 

 
 
 
 
Please keep the family of Dorothy Schourek in your  
prayers as she passed onto heaven on April 13, 2022. 
 
Please keep the family of Shirley Thurwanger in your  
prayers as she pass onto heaven on April 24, 2022. 

 A big thank you to all who donated 
eggs to the Good Friday Egg-cellent 
Program!  We colored over 
200 eggs - many were donated to 
the Easter Breakfast and some were 
sent home with the kids.   
Sally Patterson  

 
Dear Salem family,  
 
Thank you for the beautiful Easter Lily and the 
DISH basket full of goodies, cards and the  
devotional book. 
 
Marion Nichols 
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Easter Breakfast at Salem 
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Assisting Ministers  -  May 2022 

 Saturday               Assistant              Sunday                   Assistant 

 May 7th          Dick Fislar              May 8th          Kathy Hotchkiss 

  
 May 14th          Cathy Bigelow              May 15th         Jim Kernan 

  
 May 21st          Dick Fislar             May 22nd          Nancy Patterson 

  
 May 28th          Cathy Bigelow              May 29th          Jon Gustafson  

 

SERENITY CIRCLE 
 Meets May 2 at 1:00PM 

In the Lounge 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Aalina Shadden  5/2 

Tom VanErstvelde   5/2 

Brooke Anselmi     5/3  

Adelaide Tillberg  5/6 

Nate Gustafson     5/7  

Chloe Fausett      5/9  

Kathy Hotchkiss     5/12  

Deacon Stockhecke  5/14 

Windsor Stockhecke  5/18 

Ellie Lynn   5/20 

Jim Van   5/21 

Laura Lynn       5/23  

Jean Steelman     5/24  

Wendy Hilton-Morrow  5/25 

Camryn Flippo     5/26  

Meg Klocke      5/27  

Jessica Clark   5/28 

Kaitlyn Wilburn     5/28  

Ted Maxeiner    5/29 

Nadyne Stockhecke     5/30  

Amber Hardin     5/31  

A big thank you to all who put together 
the wonderful “Dish” basket.  Your 
thoughtfulness is much appreciated.   
 
Maureen Archibald 

Dear Salem family,  
 
Thank you for your love and support 
during my recovery from surgery.   
I appreciate the cards, texts and phone 
calls - you have my sincere gratitude.  
 
Love, Sally Patterson  

I want to thank you again for all a phone 
calls, cards and text messages while I 
was in the hospital and recovering at 
home. They meant more than you will 
ever know. 
 
Deb Kronfeld 

I wanted to send Salem a BIG thank you 
for the very nice care package! I love 
them all, especially the beautiful yellow 
cross that I have taped to the outside of 
my door. Thank you all for keeping me in 
your prayers. God Be With You Always! 
I love you! 
 
Debbie Holliday 
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Salem Lutheran Church 
1724 15th Street 

Moline, IL  61265 

309-764-5614 

www.salemmoline.org 

  

Worship:  

Saturday 5pm   

Sunday 10:45am   

   

Office Hours:  

Monday thru Friday 

8:00AM to 12:00PM 

 

Last, But Not Least 

 

 
Dear Members of Salem, 
 
Debbie and I would like to thank you all so much for the wonderful 
reception after worship on Sunday, April 24. We are so grateful for 
your cards, gifts of money, the delicious cupcakes, and the  
beautiful windchime. We are looking for a special place to hang 
the windchime outside our home. We so appreciate your  
generosity and kind words to us. We enjoyed serving the Lord with 
you over these past 20 months. We will keep you in our prayers as 
you continue to be the “Hands and Feet” of Jesus. May God bless 
you and surround you all with his loving arms. 

In Christ, 
Pastor Mike and Debbie Lawyer 

Happy  
Retirement 

Pastor Mike and 
Debbie! 


