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Salem News   December 2020 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
Grace and Peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
We are entering into the season of Advent. Advent means “coming” or “arrival” and it emphasizes two themes: 

The coming of Christ into the world as a baby. 
The second coming of Christ into the world on that Last Day. 

Advent is therefore a time of preparation, making room in our lives for Jesus Christ. 
 
Paul wrote these words to the Christians in Rome: “The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, 
because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The night is nearly over; the day is almost 
here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light…clothe yourself with the Lord Je-
sus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.” (Romans 13:11-12, 14 NIV) 
 
Christmas has been in our midst for a long time. Stores have had Christmas decorations and gifts on the 
shelves for several months. “Black Friday”, the day after Thanksgiving, the primary shopping day for Christmas 
is something many people look forward to. But “Black Friday” began before Thanksgiving. Even during this 
pandemic, we have been watching countless advertisements online and on TV for quite some time. I remem-
ber seeing Christmas decorations on the shelves of one store in late October. The secularization of Christmas 
seems to begin earlier and earlier every year and the season of Advent has all but disappeared from daily life. 
 
I pose a question for each of us to ponder: “Am I ready for Christmas?” Some of us might answer: “No, I have-
n’t even started to shop” or “I’m doing all my shopping on the internet this year because of the pandemic.” 
Those are honest answers, but they are not the answers I was seeking. What I implied in my question was this: 
“Am I preparing myself for the coming of Christ and the celebration of the Christ-Mass (the time we worship 
and celebrate the birth of Christ on Christmas Eve). Are we focused on what Christmas is about or are we 
caught up in the “worldly” understanding of Christmas? 
 
I know how easy it is to lose Christ these days (actually, Christ is always around, we just sometimes ignore 
him). I sometimes am guilty of that. I would venture to say that this also happens for you. But it is not limited to 
only this time of year; the ignoring of and loss of focus on Christ happens throughout the year. In my own life 
Christ is sometimes overshadowed by administrative tasks, committee work, emergencies, and obligations as 
a spouse, parent, and grandparent. When Christ is out of focus in our lives, our lives are out of focus. My pri-
mary act of ministry for you, my family here at Salem, is to lift up the importance of having and living in a rela-
tionship with God in Christ Jesus. All else must take a back seat until our relationship with God in Christ is 
“Number 1” in our lives. When God in Christ is first, everything else in our lives will fall into place. 
 
My prayer for each of us is that we ask God to help us by the power of the Holy Spirit to keep Christ where he 
truly belongs, at the very center of our lives. I will be leading an Advent Bible Study on Zoom on Wednesday 
mornings during the season of Advent. The studies will be held from 9:30 – 10:30 AM on December 2, 9, and 
16. I will be publishing the texts and schedule in our weekly E-news and announcements. I hope that many of 
you will take advantage of that opportunity as we prepare our hearts for the celebration of Christ’s birth. We 
anticipate recording each session so you can access the Bible study to suit your schedule. 
Have fun shopping and celebrating the joy of the season with family and friends. It will be different because we 
most likely will be discouraged from gathering in person with extended family and friends as the pandemic con-
tinues to escalate. But we have various social media platforms to help us be together. If you do not have ac-
cess to social media, then phone calls and written letters are still a valuable tool that can keep you connected. 
I also urge us to remember that Jesus Christ must come first in all things. When that happens, we will not only 
have the best Christ-Mass ever, but our lives will be filled every day with a breath of freshness, hope, and joy. 
 
May God bless each of us and may our lives be Christ-filled. 
 

In Christ’s Blessed Name, 
Pastor Mike 
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CHURCH COUNCIL  

President 
Steve Morford 
309-786-7032 
 
Vice President 
Linda Davidson 
309-236-5624 
 
Treasurer 
Nancy Patterson 
309-737-3821 
 
Secretary 
Rita Gustafson 
309-721-4363 
 
Learning 
Miranda Luder 
309–235-7263 
 
Property 
Howard Findahl 
309-792-5616 
 
Worship 
Stephanie Elliott 
309-428-8545 
 
Service 
Becky Leuck  
309-945-8844 
 
Youth   
Alison Locander 
309-797-1392 
 
Witness  
Darlene Hann 
309-797-2282 
 
Stewardship 
Open 
 
Pastor  
Mike Lawyer 
309-230-6185   

 Facebook hits Youtube hits  Total 

Nov 1 281 32 313 
Nov 8 252 42 294 

Nov 15 240 44 284 

Nov 22                                                                                                                          138 29 167 

Avg. of all services 228 37 265 

  ATTENDANCE FOR NOVEMBER 

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 

MIDWEEK ADVENT  

Pastor Mike will be hosting midweek Bible Study on each Wednesday during Ad-
vent. These will take place from 9:30-10:30am on Zoom. The sessions will be 
taped and made available to watch online. Zoom info: Meeting ID: 994 7189 5098  
Passcode: 311205  

 https://zoom.us/j/99471895098?pwd=d2ZsbXdnNkE5SnNGa1RjaTlFKzJBZz09  

Wed. Dec 2nd texts: 
Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19  
Isaiah 64: 1-9 
Mark 13: 5-23, 24-37.   
 

Wed. Dec 9th  texts:  
Psalm 85: 1-2, 8-19 
Isaiah 40: 1-11 
Mark 1: 1-8.   
 

Wed. Dec 16th texts:  
Psalm 89: 1-4, 19-26 
2 Samuel 7: 1-11, 16 
Romans 16: 25-27 
Luke 1: 26-38, 24-37.   

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

Christmas services will be posted to YouTube and facebook. The times listed are 

for the facebook watch parties.  

Sunday December 13th  

10:00 AM  Sunday School Christmas Program (see page 4 for details) 

December 24th Christmas Eve  

10:00 PM Concert 

10:30 PM Candlelight Worship  

December 27th  

10:00 AM   Service of “Lessons and Carols” 

tel:3097972282
https://zoom.us/j/99471895098?pwd=d2ZsbXdnNkE5SnNGa1RjaTlFKzJBZz09
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COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
November 10, 2020, via Zoom Present: L. Davidson, S. Elliott, R. Gustafson, D. Hall, Pr. M. Lawyer, B. 
Leuck, M. Luder, S. Morford, N. Patterson; Absent: H. Findahl, A. Locander. The meeting was called to order at 
7:05 p.m. Pastor Lawyer presented a brief devotion based on Mark, Chapter 10. The minutes from the October 
meeting were accepted as written.  

Treasurer’s Report: N. Patterson reported that income is slightly down from where it has been in the 
past few months. Bills for the month have been paid and nothing remains outstanding. Therefore, we are close 
to break-even for the month. There was discussion about Christmas memorial poinsettias regarding how to get 
the word out, collect the memorials, and disburse the flowers after the holiday.  

Financial Secretary Report: Giving is down. We have received our Birdies for Charities funds and they 
have been deposited.  

Pastor’s Report. Pastor cancelled his vacation due to COVID restrictions. He is doing a Facebook Live 
Veteran’s tribute. He pointed out the updated membership figures on his written report. He will continue to seek 
out other numbers as these figures must be reported to the Synod once we call a new pastor.  

Youth and Family Report. Sally Patterson’s report was presented. The old kitchen was approved to be 
cleaned out at the March 2020 Council meeting. Council will check with the Thursday Morning Crew on the sta-
tus and plans for this work.  

Worship Committee: Work is continuing on the Christmas Eve service, a virtual concert,lighting of the 
Advent Candle during services , and the Sunday School Christmas Program. Thanksgiving Eve will include 
communion with two times for people to pick up the elements. Since we cannot hold in-person Advent mid-
week services, Pastor Lawyer is planning a virtual midweek Advent Bible Study.  

Learning Committee. The Sunday School is working on a Virtual Christmas program.  In November, 
youth did an Amazing Race. Additionally, Salem has adopted a family for the Angel Tree this year through 
Bethany for Children and Families.  

Witness Committee. Darlene Hann worked with Donna Weeks to print and place stickers on rolls of Life-
savers to go in the Salem To Go bags. We still have some knit blankets in stock from the KnitWits; they are 
stored in Melody Schnell’s office and can be given to families for baptisms, etc. Darlene also mentioned the in-
tention to request budget funds next year to help offset the expenses related to DISH. Pastor announced that a 
new member class will take place after the first of the year via Zoom.  

Service Committee. No updates at this time. 

COVID Team. Since COVID numbers are rising,we will be worshipping via Zoom for the foreseeable fu-
ture. However, people are missing the opportunity to be in the sanctuary. Discussion followed about safe ways 
to do this. Northern Illinois Synod held a Zoom meeting on Nov 19 with pastoral staff and councils to discuss 
how churches can continue to operate under COVID restrictions.  

Finance Committee. Nancy Patterson reported that the budget for next year will be based on continued 
COVID restrictions and having an interim pastor for the entirety of next year. If the situation changes, we can 
prepare and release a revised budget. Nancy Patterson mentioned that the “Staff Mileage Reimbursement” 
budget line item is primarily used to reimburse pastor; because of the considerable extra travel, some of these 
funds will be paid to Donna Weeks this year.  

Stewardship Committee. Steve Morford reported that he wrote a stewardship letter for the newsletter. 
Pastor Lawyer mentioned that the next two weeks’ Gospel lessons have a stewardship bent, and that will pro-
vide an opportunity to keep the need for funds in the congregation’s mind.  

Property Committee. No report at this time. Minor repairs and maintenance ongoing.  

Old Business: None at this time 

New Business: We will still be decorating the church for Christmas, with modifications.  

The remaining business had to do with the call process. Therefore, Pastor Lawyer said a closing prayer and left 
the meeting.  (For the newsletter, these notes have been included in a separate section.)  

The meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.    Respectfully Submitted,  Rita Gustafson, Secretary 
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YOUTH 

SUNDAY SCHOOL, 9:00AM  
 

Sunday School News (9:00AM) 
In December, Sunday School children and youth will be preparing for their vir-
tual Christmas program that will be shown on December 13th at 10:00AM. 
 

December 6th – Drive-thru Sunday School. Families drive through the church 
portico between 9:00-9:45AM to receive a treat as well as a craft/activity to 
make just in time for Christmas. 

December 13 – Sunday School Christmas Program and special music at 
10:00AM 
 

December 20, 27 and January 3 – No Sunday School 
  
 

THE AMAZING RACE 

SUNDAY SCHOOL VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM AND SPECIAL MUSIC 
 

Join us virtually on December 13th at 10:00AM for the Sunday 
School Christmas Program called “The A,B,C’s of Christ-
mas”.  From A to Z, we find out about the birth of Jesus and hear 
the Christmas story told. We have special music inserted through-
out the readings to highlight the talents of our Salem family. This 
program will be broadcasted on Facebook Watch and YouTube on 
December 13

th
 at 10:00AM. 
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HOW TO KEEP THE “CHILDREN” HAPPY  ---- LOVE OR PRESENTS 

As I start to write this article I also think of how to keep ALL of us happy. We are just children that are grown 
up.  So much in everyone’s lives has changed this year. Children and adults have had to make many chang-
es. Everyone is involved.  

We wish that everyone could be happy, maybe not all the time, but would like it to be most of the time. Eve-
ryone needs a loving home where we can feel safe, make mistakes, create, learn, and be free. A safe and 
secure foundation that a child can grow up in is something that can not be bought. It is truly priceless. We 
need to provide that for our children and set good examples.    

Children need solid routines and effective discipline that are an extension of love. This provides the security 
and care that they need. Routines can provide positive habits and give a sense of security. If there is no rou-
tine of some kind it can be stressful and chaotic for a child and the parent. For example, Saturday you clean 
your room, help around the house and yard, etc.  If a child is never disciplined they get the message that the 
parents do not care. They probably think this is great and they don’t care, but in the long run they and you 
will see it is not good for them and sometimes there are consequences that could have been avoided if more 
discipline and attention had been given.  

Children and adults all need a time to have fun, exercise, continue learning whether it be life experiences or 
reading, watching tv, traveling, relaxing, hanging out with their friends, and maybe even some just quiet 
time.  Learning, understanding, and creative development happens during these times. Children and individ-
uals want to be respected for who they truly are and want to be heard. Take the time to listen to each other 
and be genuinely interested. Do not speak down, underestimate or ignore them. They need to know that we 
care. Let them know you are always interested and are there to offer support and 
care.                                                                 
Family vacations are important because it is a time you are together as a family. They do not need to be ex-
pensive but can be a weekend doing something special as going camping or on a day trip, going to a lake, 
hiking, exploring, teaching you or them something, cooking together, or working on a project your child is in-
terested in. You might hear some groans and moans. You will remember these special times because they 
were for just you and your family with no interrup-
tions.                                                                                                                             

Children learn by what they see and experience.  Take them to the library and let them see what a wonderful 
place it is to go to and what reading books can do for you.  Watch documentaries, visit museums, go for 
walks, teach them what kindness is by letting them experiencing what kindness does for others and them-
selves,  teach them responsibility, and teach them there are consequences for what they do (good and bad) . 
Religion is a very important part of being happy.  We must teach the children how to be good people and 
teach them the moral principles we wish to impart.  

There will always be circumstances in life we can’t control!  Life is not always easy and goes the way we plan 
and pray for but, aim for the simple principles rather than reaching for frivolous or material things and you 
stand a good chance of giving our children and ourselves a happy life.  

Christmas is a time of gift giving and remembering Christ. Share the most valuable gift, LOVE. How many 
presents do you remember over the years compared to the Love you were given. You will never forget the 
love but you will forget the presents except for maybe one or two, well maybe three if you are lucky. 
 
 MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OF YOU. Be Happy. Stay well.  Melody, Parish 
Nurse 

PARISH NURSE 
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The Call Committee must have a minimum of 6 per-
sons appointed by the Congregational Council, then 
approved by a congregational vote. We currently have 
7 names on the list.  That list will remain confidential 
for now.  
 
The question of how to handle illnesses in the Call 

Committee considering the committee must have congregational approval. Therefore, we will also 
find 3-4 “committee alternates” to be approved at the same time as the committee so that we will 
have no delay with the process should someone fall ill. Some names were suggested as alternates, 
and Steve Morford will check with them.  
 
The Council took a vote on the names for the primary committee as well as the potential alternates. It 
carried unanimously. Steve Morford will check with the Synod to verify this process before releasing 
the names to the Congregation. We will then call a Congregational Zoom meeting for an approval 
vote.  
 
There is still considerable paperwork to do as part of the process, information about Salem, its mem-
bers, facilities and what kind of pastor we are looking for. The process will continue.  

D.I.S.H. 

DISH if looking for donations to be 

included in the December delivery. 

We are hoping to make the Christ-

mas delivery extra special. (We 

make between 25-30 goody bags.) 

Suggestions: Activity books, chap-

stick, soup, crackers, and small 

packages of Kleenex, hand sanitiz-

er, or lotion. Christmas/winter 

themed items would be especially 

nice! 

NEW MEMBER CLASSES will start at the be-

ginning of 2021. Pastor Clark will lead these 

classes over Zoom. Watch for more details.  

 

DISASTER RELIEF 

A special love offering was received 
during the month of October for ELCA 
Disaster Response, with the purpose of 
assisting those whose lives have been 
devastated by the fires out west and 
the hurricanes in the Gulf and Atlantic  
Over  $550 was raised!  

DIRECTORY UPDATES 

 
Karen Ege:  karen.ege@sbcglobal.net 
 
Frank Ege:  kf.ege@sbcglobal.net  

I would like to thank 

my Salem family for 

all the cards, phone 

calls, and prayers 

while recovering from 

the COVID virus. A 

special thanl you to 

Pastor Mike, Sally, 

and Melody for their phone calls and pray-

ers. And thanls to Jon Whitcomb for his calls 

and delicious cookies! God bless, be safe.  

Love Jim Kernan 

mailto:karen.ege@sbcglobal.net
mailto:kf.ege@sbcglobal.net
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 
Stir up your power, and come! The psalmist's plea in Psalm 80:2 has become 
familiar to us in the Advent prayers. Isaiah wants God to rip the heavens open. 
Both cry out for an apparently distant, angry God to show up, to save, to re-
store. When we hear Jesus describing the coming of the Son of Man with stars 
falling from heaven, it can sound dire and horrible, not like anything we would 
ever hope for. But when we really look at the suffering of people God loves, we 
can share the hope that God would tear open the heavens and come. 
 
PRELUDE                 “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”                Laura Crumbleholme 

Arr. Victor Labenske 
 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Please stand as you are able 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
P     Blessed be God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, 
 whose forgiveness is sure 
 and whose steadfast love endures forever. 
C    Amen. 
P     Together let us honestly and humbly confess 
 that we have not lived as God desires. 
 Silence is kept for reflection. 
P     Loving and forgiving God, 
C    we confess that we are held captive by sin. 
 In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray.  
 We have not welcomed the stranger; 
 we have not loved our neighbor; 
 we have not been Christ to one another. 
 Restore us, O God. 
 Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 
 Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 
P   People of God, hear this glad news: 
 by God's endless grace 
 your sins are forgiven, and you are free— 
 free from all that holds you back 
 and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. 
 May you be strengthened in God's love, 
 + comforted by Christ's peace, 
 and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 
C    Amen. 
 
Please stand as you are able 
GATHERING HYMN             “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”                   Hymn 241    
O Lord, how shall I meet you, how welcome you aright? 
Your people long to greet you, my hope, my heart’s delight! 
Oh, kindle, Lord most holy, your lamp within my breast 
to do in spirit lowly all that may please you best. 
 
I lay in fetters, groaning; you came to set me free. 
I stood, my shame bemoaning; you came to honor me. 
A glorious crown you give me, a treasure safe on high 
that will not fail or leave me as earthly riches fly. 
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Love caused your incarnation; love brought you down to me. 
Your thirst for my salvation procured my liberty. 
Oh, love beyond all telling, that led you to embrace 
in love, all love excelling, our lost and fallen race. 
 
Rejoice, then, you sad-hearted, who sit in deepest gloom, 
who mourn your joys departed and tremble at your doom. 
All hail the Lord's appearing! O glorious Sun, now come, 
send forth your beams so cheering and guide us safely home. 
 
GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 
C    And also with you. 
 
ADVENT WREATH PRAYER  
L    We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks our days of preparation for Christ's 

advent. As we light the first candle on this wreath, rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to 
greet our Lord when he comes with all the saints and angels. Enlighten us with your grace, and 
prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is 
certain and whose day draws near. 

C   Amen. 
 
Light the first candle. 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE  “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”  Hymn 240 vs. 1 
Light one candle to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. 
He shall bring salvation to Israel, God fulfills the promise. 
 
Please be seated. 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 64:1-9 

L   The Word of the Lord.            C   Thanks be to God.  
 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
 L   The Word of the Lord.   C  Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
P The Holy Gospel According to St Mark, the 13th Chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Mark 13:24-37 
 P    The gospel of the Lord.  C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 Please be seated 
SERMON                                                               Pastor Mike Lawyer 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY            “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”                         Hymn 244 
Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear; 
the evening is advancing, and darker night is near. 
The bridegroom is arising and soon is drawing nigh. 
Up, pray and watch and wrestle; at midnight comes the cry. 
 
The watchers on the mountain proclaim the bridegroom near; 
go forth as he approaches with alleluias clear. 
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the marriage feast is waiting; the gates wide open stand. 
Arise, O heirs of glory; The bridegroom is at hand. 
 
The saints, who here in patience their cross and sufferings bore, 
shall live and reign forever when sorrow is no more. 
Around the throne of glory The Lamb they shall behold; 
in triumph cast before him their diadems of gold. 
 
Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; 
arise, O Sun so longed for, o'er this benighted sphere. 
With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see 
the day of earth's redemption that sets your people free! 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
APOSTLES’ CREED  
P God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and 
 hope, we confess our faith. 
C   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
      I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He  
 was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,  
 and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third  
 day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is  
 seated at the right hand of the Father.   
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
         I believe in the Holy Spirit,  the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting.   
 Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A    God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to this weary world. Hear our 
prayers for everyone in need. 
A brief silence. 
A    We pray for the ministry we share in Christ's name. Open our hearts to your call for justice, 

peace, and healing. Attune us to the needs of the world as you draw near. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
A    We pray for this planet in need of restoration: for devastated habitats, polluted waters, thawing 

ice, blazing fires, swelling floods, and long-lasting droughts. Renew the face of the earth and our 
relationship to it. Hear us, O God. 

C    Your mercy is great. 
A    We pray for all people who care for others in our community and around the world. Fill them with 

compassion and the power to respond with justice for those who are oppressed, with welcome for 
those who are excluded, and with relief for those who suffer. Hear us, O God. 

C    Your mercy is great. 
A   We pray for people who are in crisis as the seasons change: for those without homes facing se-

vere weather, for those who are unemployed or underemployed, and for those in poverty or fac-
ing food insecurity. Relieve their burdens, sustain their bodies, and ease their minds. Hear us, O 
God. 

C    Your mercy is great. 
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A    We pray for the people in our families and congregation who live with depression, anxiety, 
chronic pain, addiction, and other invisible illnesses especially for  Colleen Allen, Marilyn Benson, 
Bonnie Casper, Bonnie's family- Doug, Colby, Brie, and Emma Deblaey, Amy Bowling, Margaret 
Castle,  Linda Czupka, Andrew Doyle, Mary Gidel, Linda Davidson's mother- Bertha Juenger, 
Mark Karstens,  Jim Kernan,  Pastor Jane McChesney, Dorothy Nystrom, Debbie Roth, Merlin 
and Marilyn Swanson , Don and Claudette Swensson, Jim Van, Mike VanAcker, Myron Yoeckel, 
and those we name in our hearts.  Ease their suffering and support them when they struggle. 
Hear us, O God. 

C    Your mercy is great. 
A    We give thanks for the lives and witness of those who died while waiting for justice, peace, or 

healing, and those whose names we know, especially Joan Bowling, and those whose names 
are known only to you. Sustain all who still yearn for the completion of your redeeming work. 
Hear us, O God. 

C    Your mercy is great. 
P    Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  
C    Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
P    The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected Savior fill you with  love, 
 the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, + now and forever. 
C   Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN  “Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding!”        Red Hymnal 246 
Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding! "Christ is near," we hear it say. 
"Cast away the works of darkness all you children of the day!" 
 

Wakened by the solemn warning, from earth's bondage let us rise; 
Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling, shines upon the morning skies. 
 

See the Lamb, so long expected, comes with pardon down from heav'n. 
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, one and all, to be forgiv'n; 
 

So, when next he comes in glory and the world is wrapped in fear, 
he will shield us with his mercy and with words of love draw near. 
 

Honor, glory, might, and blessing to the Father and the Son 
with the everliving Spirit  while unending ages run! 
 
DISMISSAL 
A   Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE   “Variations on an Original Theme WoO 77”               Laura Crumbleholme 
                                                   By Ludwig van Beethoven 
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MEMORIALS  
In Loving Memory of Joann DeJonghe 
Given by… Larry and Linda Ontiveros 
 
In loving memory os Margaret Erickson 
Given by…..Larry and Linda Ontiveros 
 
In Loving Memory of Nita Lawyer 
Given by…..Dick and Margaret Castle 
 
In Loving Memory of Helen Swore 
Given by…..Larry and Linda Ontiveros, Thomas and Nancy Flaherty 
 
In Loving Memory of Lillian (Sunny) Tedell 
Given by…..Mildred Lenaghan, Clara Thompson, Helen Brandt, Dick and Margaret Castle, Kathleen 
Christensen Weston, Karin Martin, Don and Claudette Swensson, Larry and Linda Ontiveros 
 
In Loving Memory of Christine Gernant 
Given by…..Frank and Karen Ege, Jon and Jannette Whitcomb, John and Bonnie Lartz, Thomas and Ju-
dith Fox, Jamie and Gail Horst, Jane Vershaw, Sydney and Christine DePooter, Jane Ekerberg, Dick and 
Margaret Castle, Pastor Neville and Sue Kretzmann, Don and Claudette Swensson, Larry and Linda Onti-
veros, Don and Patti Rosene, Carol Branagan .  

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Dorothy Nystrom  12/2 
Jessica Arp    12/3 
Karin Martin   12/6 
Jamie Trapkus  12/6 
Alyana Cox    12/10 
Bobbi Luken   12/11 
Caine Wiley    12/11 
Joann Anderson  12/13 
Roel Martinez  12/13 
Michael Clark  12/14 
Camden Roelens  12/17 
Kaitlin Staes   12/17 
Joshua Morrow  12/19 
Nancy Patterson  12/19 
Teryn DeJonghe  12/20 
Tina Lagerquist   12/20 
Grace Bergeson  12/21 
Greg Beierlein  12/22 
Jon Gustafson   12/23 
Claudette Swensson 12/24 
Marilyn Ausherman  12/26 
Andrew Doyle  12/29 
Doug Knochenmus  12/29 
Angela DeCook   12/31 
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Salem Lutheran Church 
1724 15th Street 

Moline, IL  61265 

309-764-5614 

www.salemmoline.org 

  

Worship:  

Saturday 3pm youtube  

Sunday 10am  facebook 

   

Office Hours: by appoint-

ment due to the pandemic 

 

The Pandemic didn’t stop Nathan and Morgan 
from celebrating their vows in the presence of 
Nathan's great grandma, June Piff.  

Rene found this praying mantis 
egg pod while cleaning up the 
church gardens. Within it are 
thousands of tiny preying manti! 
(She put it someplace warm and 
safe for the winter.) 

Darlene Hann of the Wit-
ness Committee pre-
pared “to go” bags for 
potential new members. 
(Everything was sani-
tized.)  


