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THE RAPTURE 

When [Jesus] was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying, "Tell us, when 
will this be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?"   - Matthew 23:4 

The last few months have been difficult, to say the least.  We have all seen the effects of the coronavirus, 
saw the marches and protests regarding racial injustice and felt the disruption on our economy.  It has been 
hard on the church as well.  Many of our favorite activities have been cancelled, and there is concern about 
our finances and our ministries.  Now there is news that the virus is making a comeback. There is a fear of 
what the future might bring.   For many, this has become one of the darkest periods in our lives.   

All of this has led people to ask; is this the beginning of the Apocalypse?  Could these be signs that that the 
world is coming to an end?  Some people think that recent events give conclusive evidence of that. Those 
who believe in this wait for the Rapture.  The Rapture is the name given to an assumed future event where 
faithful Christians are removed from this world and take their place in heaven with Jesus. Those “left behind” 
will face war, pain and devastation. 

However, the Rapture is a made-up belief that was developed over 170 years ago.    It began with a young 
girl’s vision of Jesus and then adapted by two preachers, British John Nelson Darby and American William 
Miller (founder of the Seventh Day Adventists).  They combined select verses from the books of Daniel, Rev-
elation, and Paul’s letters to frighten people to Christ.  This belief is held by a large number of Christians, who 
cite those verses as proof of its truth. 

But the truth is, the Rapture is not supported by what we find in the Bible. It goes against the very nature of 
God that we find there.  Instead, God loves the world because God is love, and God shows that love by send-
ing us Jesus.  Jesus’ death and resurrection on the cross is the only event we need for our salvation.  It tells 
us that God’s intent is NOT to bring us more tribulation and suffering. Because we live in a broken world 
where sin exists, we bring enough of that upon ourselves.  Instead, the presence of God’s Holy Spirit gives us 
the strength to carry on, to look out for one another, and to show our love to our neighbor.  Jesus came that 
we may have life, and have it abundantly. 

Being human, we want to know what the future holds for us.  In the verse from Matthew above, we see that 
the disciples would ask this same question to Jesus.  If the world is coming to an end, we want the time to do 
the right thing and put our affairs in order. What we do know is that Jesus will come again.  We don’t know 

when, but it calls us to be faithful to the teachings of Jesus 
now.  Martin Luther explained it this way; “If I knew the world 
was going to end tomorrow I would plant a tree.”  In other 
words, we are to live in that confidence of God’s love, and 
with hope for the future.  Our trust in God will get through 
this time, and this darkness will yield to a bright tomor-
row.  For that is the way God works! 



 

 

 

 Facebook hits Youtube hits  Total 

May 31 90 12 102 

June  7 68 45 113 

June 14 81 18 99 

June 21                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      (Drive in) 51 24 75 

Avg. of all services 73 25 97 

  ATTENDANCE FOR JUNE 

SALEM WILLARD OUTREACH 

Church Council  

President 

Steve Morford 

309-786-7032 
 

Vice President 

Linda Davidson 

309-236-5624 
 

Treasurer 

Nancy Patterson 

309-737-3821  
 

Secretary 

Rita Gustafson 

309-721-4363 
 

Learning 

Miranda Luder 

309– 235-7263 
 

Property 

Howard Findahl 

309-792-5616 
 

Worship 

Stephanie Elliott 

309-428-8545 
 

Service 

Becky Leuck 

309-945-8844 
 

Stewardship  
 

Youth  

Alison Locander 

309-797-1392 
 

Witness 

Darlene Hann 

309-797-2282  

Listed below are the school items for the Willard School Collection for the 2020-21 
school year.  A starting date for the 2020-21 school year has not been decided but 
the Salem-Willard Committee would like to start collecting whenever we are again 
at church.  

2020-21 Willard School Items 

Expo Dry Erase Markers                                  Lysol Wipes 
Boxes  of Kleenex                                           Hand Sanitizer 
Box of Washable Markers(Classic Colors) Crayons -24 count 
Plastic Boxes for Crayons   Box of Colored Pencils 
Headphones(Over the ear)   Wide Rule Spiral Notebooks 
Sweat Pants – Children’s Small and Medium 
Zip Lock Bags – Quart, Gallon, and Sandwich size 

PLANNING AHEAD FOR 2020/2021 

Salem Staff will meet on July 8th at 11am in the auditorium to have a calendar plan-

ning meeting for the 2020/2021 program year.  We are planning ahead assuming 

that we will be open again at some point and we want to be ready! In the past, this 

meeting has been open to the congregation, but due to social distancing require-

ments we ask that if you have an event that you would like to see on the calendar, 

please contact Donna.  

Cell phone (since we are working from home) :309/738-3356  

Email: Salem@salemmoline.org   

tel:3097972282
tel:3097972282


 

 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING 

May 31, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 

 

Present: Rita Gustafson, Darlene Hann, Jim Kernan, Becky Leuck, Miranda Luder, Steve Morford, Pas-
tor Randy Willers Absent: Stephanie Elliott, Rick Jones, Ben Klocke, Matthew Morrow, Nancy Patterson 

Call to order: The meeting was called to order at approximately 7:15 p.m. by President Steve Morford.  

Congregational Bi-Annual Meeting: The purpose of this meeting is to prepare for next week ’s Congre-
gational Bi-Annual meeting. If we are unable to reach a quorum of 35 people on the Zoom meeting, no busi-
ness may be conducted.  We need to encourage congregational members to join the meeting. It will take 
place next Sunday, June 6 at 11:00 a.m. via Zoom. The meeting will be recorded so that we can document 
whether or not we reached a quorum.  

Business to be conducted at the meeting will include: 

 Mid-year budget review 

 Review of old business (bell master) 

 Election of next year’s congregational officers 

 Update on building projects 

 Announcement of Pastor Willers’ future plans 

 
If it is not possible to reach a quorum, the current council will remain in place until elections can be held. Once 
we can meet in person again, we will honor those leaving council this year.  

Steve Morford will send a letter to the congregation explaining how to call in to the Zoom meeting. 

New Business: Wayne Thompson approached the Council about replacing the sidewalk to the west of 
the Peace Garden at the same time as we are having the other sidewalks replaced. He received an estimate 
of $2000 to do this work. Jim Kernan moved that we approve the replacement of the sidewalk to the west of 
the Peace Garden at a cost not to exceed $2000, and that this work be paid from undesignated Memorial 
Funds. Darlene Hann seconded. The motion carried. Pastor will notify Wayne of the Council’s decision. 

There was discussion about when we might be able to meet again in person at the church. We are currently in 
the State of Illinois Phase III of reopening, 
which permits gatherings of up to 10 peo-
ple. This will allow small meetings, but pre-
cludes in-person worship for now.  

Adjournment: No other business being 
brought forward, President Steve Morford 
adjourned the meeting at 7:55 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Rita Gustafson, Secretary 



 

 

SALEM’S FIRST DRIVE IN SERVICE 

SIDEWALK REPLACEMENT IN PROGRESS 

Breaking up the old side walk  

Totally gone  

New sidewalk goes in.  



 

 

COPING DURING A PANDEMIC 

D. I. S. H. (Delivering into Salem Homes)  

We are looking for volunteers to help us get care packages to Salem members.  

There are three ways you can help: 

1. Provide items to be delivered. (drop off items in church kitchen, very little contact) 

2.  Assemble care packages (minimum contact with other volunteers, masks and gloves required) 

3. Deliver to homes (Packages should be left on porches, very little contact)  

Please email the office if you have questions or are interested in getting in on the DISH. 

(salem@salemmoline.org) Our next Care Package will be assembled and delivered on JULY 9th.  



 

 

FROM THE PARISH NURSE    
HAVE YOU EVER GOT UP AT 5AM AND DID NOT KNOW WHAT TO DO?  

 
Well this was me one June morning. I really did not want to get up but thought, oh well, why not. 
Must be something I can do so I went outside on the deck that, faces east, and sat in one of the 
adirondack chairs Paul had made years ago, and put my feet up on the large flat low square table. 
How comfy I was.  The sun was just beginning to come up and I could see between the trees all of 
the wonderful colors that were appearing in the sky. There were soft orange colors and shades of 
pastel pink, a calm pleasant pale blue, creamy white, and shades of varying subtle gray.  An artist 
palette for sure. I could see the soft billowy clouds slowly move in the beautiful sky. It was as if it 
was divine. As I sat there, the leaves gently swayed in the trees and I could hear the birds singing.  
For some reason they sing for about a ½ hour and then the singing stops. Just for fun I tried my 
weak whistle tune to see if it would charm one of those happy birds to come sit on my shoulder, but 
to no avail, it never happened. I guess he was trying to attract a lovely young female bird and I sure 
did not fit the description with my uncombed hair and housecoat on and having no resemblance to 
a beautiful young mate for Mr. Cardinal.   
 
If you have never done this it will bring smiles to your face, a calm of peace, and a time to experi-
ence a beautiful wonderful event.  It is a time of reflection, a time to count our blessings, pray for 
those in need, and a time to think this is a day that the Lord has made. Let us be glad and rejoice in 
it.  
 
For those of you who can’t sit outside for this experience I suggest try to find a window facing the 
east, open the window and get a comfortable chair to sit in and enjoy the miracle of a new day, a 
new beginning, and of life. God bless you. 
                                                                                             Melody, Parish Nurse 



 

 

Salem Lutheran Church 
WORSHIP FROM HOME 

June 28, 2020 

SPECIAL INFORMATION ABOUT THIS WORSHIP SERVICE!   

Please join us for a drive-in service with communion at 10:00 AM! This will re-

quire the following considerations. 

1.       Those attending can remain in their cars, or use lawn chairs as long as you 

stay close to car and maintain social distancing.  Someone will direct you to a 

specific parking spot, so adequate distance is maintained.  When parked, tune 

your FM radio to 105.5 (volume will be louder this week).   If you bring an of-

fering, a plate will be brought to your car prior to the service. Please follow directions. 

2.       Pastor Randy and the Assisting Minister will lead the service under our carport on an elevated platform 

so everyone can see. Laura will be playing during the service on our clavanova. 

3.       Communion will be grape juice and wafer sealed in an individual container.  Masked and gloved com-

munion assistants will bring them to your car on communion trays.  You can pick up your elements from the 

depopulated communion tray to prevent any potential cross contamination. 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

The welcome of baptism is for all God's children. This baptismal gift sets us free from the power of sin and 

death. In today's gospel, Christ promises that the disciple who gives a cup of cold water to the little ones 

serves Christ himself. From worship we are sent on our baptismal mission: to serve the little ones of this 

world and to be a sign of God's merciful welcome. 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE                                                                  Laura Crumbleholme 
 

Please stand as you are able 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
P     Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
       whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 
C    Amen. 
P     Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, let us remember the gift of baptism 
       and confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
P     Reconciling God, 
C    we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 

and we deny your presence in our lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 



 

 

We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed. 
By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 

P     Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy 
we have peace with God through + Christ Jesus, 
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. 
For hope does not disappoint, 
because God's love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. 

C    Amen. 
 
 
GATHERING HYMN      “All Are Welcome” 
Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live, 
A place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive.  
Built of hope and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace, 
Here the love of Christ shall end division; 
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.   
 
Let us build a house where prphets speak, and words are strong and true,  
Where all God’s children dare to seek to dream God’s reign anew. 
Here the cross shall stand as witness and as symbol of God’s grace;  
here as one we claim the faith if Jesus; 
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.      
 
Let us build a house where love is found in water, wine, and wheat; 
A banquet hall on holy ground where peace and justice meet.  
Here the love of God, through Jesus, is revealed in time and space; 
As we share in Christ the feast that frees us;  
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.      
 
GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C    And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P     O God, you direct our  lives by your  grace, and your  words of justice and mercy reshape the wor ld. 

Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 

C   Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 28:5-9  L   The Word of the Lord.       C   Thanks be to God.  

 
SECOND READING: Romans 6:12-23  L   The Word of the Lord. C  Thanks be to God. 
 
 



 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       
P The Holy Gospel According to St Matthew, the 10th Chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 10:40-42  P    The gospel of the Lord.  C    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Please be seated 
SERMON                                       Pastor Randy Willers 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY          “Just As I Am”     
Just as I am, without one plea, but that thy blood was shed for me, 
and that thou bidd'st me come to thee, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
Just as I am, though tossed about with many a conflict, many a doubt, 
fightings and fears within, without, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
Just as I am, thou wilt receive, wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
because thy promise I believe, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
Please stand as you are able.  
APOSTLES’ CREED  
C   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
      I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He  
 was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,  
 and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third  
 day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is  
 seated at the right hand of the Father.   
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
         I believe in the Holy Spirit,  the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting.   
 Amen 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each Petition ends with “Hear us, o God” with the response “Your mercy is great” The prayers conclude with: 
P    Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord.    
C    Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P The peace of Christ be with you always.    
C And also with you. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 



 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
P   The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C   Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
A  Let us pray.  God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with 
Christ, making us one with all your people.  Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may 
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 
C   Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
P    Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 

height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus. God, the creator, + Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep 
you in eternal love. 

C   Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN   “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” 
Let us ever walk with Jesus, Follow His example pure, 
through a world that would deceive us and to sin our spirits lure. 
Onward in His footsteps treading, trav’lers here, our home above, 
Full of faith and hope and love, Let us do the Savior's bidding. 
Faithful Lord, with me abide; I shall follow where you guide.  
 
Let us suffer here with Jesus, and with patience bear our cross, 
Joy will follow all our sadness, where he is there is no loss. 
Though today we sow no laughter, We shall reap celest’ial joy; 
And discomforts that annoy shall give way to mirth hereafter. 
Jesus, jere I share your woe,  help me there your joy to know.  
 
Let us gladly live with Jesus; He has risen from the dead, 
that to life we may awaken, Jesus, you are now our head, 
We are your own  loving members; where you live, there we shall be 
in your presence constantly, living there with you forever.  
Jesus, let me faithful be; life  eternal grant to me.  
 
DISMISSAL 
A   Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C   Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE                             Laura Crumbleholme 



 

 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
Walker Smith   7/1  

Kimberly DeJonghe,  7/2  

Marianne Moore  7/2  

Sarah Fausett  7/3  

Kaiah Boudi   7/6 

Catherine Bigelow  7/6  

Ann O’Klock   7/6  

June Piff   7/7  

Bianca Yuvan   7/9  

Linda Czupka   7/13  

Darlene Hann   7/13  

Gordon Kinkead  7/15  

Dominic Martinez  7/20  

Emma Beierlein  7/21  

Jeri Benson   7/21  

Steve Hotchkiss  7/23  

Linda Ontiveros  7/23  

Blake Tillberg   7/23  

Austin VanScoy  7/24  

Christine Castle  7/26  

Dave Fulkerson  7/27 

Summer Keenan 7/27 

Timothy Stockhecke  7/30  

Dear Salem Friends,  

I want to thank you, for all the memorials for my son Dick, and all 

the cards, calls, and support you gave me.  

That one week, with Dick in ICU and so ill, and me up here in 

Baraboo, Wisconsin, all your prayers and love were felt.  

God Bless you All,  

Barb Tillberg 
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Office Hours: Monday - Friday    

 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Rev. Dr. Randy Willers                 

309-292-0881 

FELLOWSHIP 

ZOOM AVAILABLE.   

Salem has purchased a license 
for zoom, which allows groups 
of people (up to 100 at a time) to 
gather on-line.  If you would like 
to know more about this, please 
contact the church office or Pas-
tor Randy.  You need to have 
the zoom application installed 
on your computer or smart 
phone to participate.  This can 
be downloaded at 
www.zoom.us.  

 
Eileen Prusator delivered a $200 

donation to River Bend Food 

Bank from Salem’s Serenity    

Circle 

http://www.zoom.us

