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WONDERING, WONDERING 

It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the 
LORD for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.  – Isaiah 25:9 

The last two months have been a struggle.  Having to stay-at-home, wearing a mask when we go out, limiting 
our contact with other people.  Some have also had to deal with the economic impact, dealing with a loss of 
income.  We might wonder, how long will this last?  How much more of this can we take? 

These questions are not new.  We find in the Bible a number of times that terrible things happened and God’s 
people were left wondering when their life would improve.  Let me give you a few examples: 

1. After the Flood.  This story can be found in Genesis, chapters 6 to 9.  When God saw the wickedness 
of humanity, a flood was sent upon the earth.  Noah was commissioned by God to build the ark, and fill it 
with two of every animal.  After the rain stopped, Noah and his family stayed on the ark until dry ground 
could be found.  They wondered when that would happen, and so Noah sent out birds to find out when 
the waters would recede. Eventually, the dove brought back an olive leaf, indicating dry land could be 
found. The rainbow was given as a sign that a flood will never happen again. (A theme in this newsletter.) 
 
2. During the Exile.  After the Israelites were conquered by the Babylonians, they were taken off into ex-
ile away from Jerusalem. They were held there for about 60 years, wondering if God had forgotten them 
and if they would ever see home again.  During this time, the prophets told of God’s mercy and desire to 
help them. The prophet Isaiah spoke God’s word: “Can a woman forget her nursing child, or show no 
compassion for the child of her womb? Even these may forget, yet I will not forget you. See, I have in-
scribed you on the palms of my hands.” Isaiah 49:15-16a.  Through the Persian king Cyrus, the Israelites 
were freed and able to return home. 
 
3. After the Crucifixion. After Jesus had been put to death, the disciples huddled in a locked room 
afraid to go out. They expected the same fate that Jesus went through, and wondered if they were ever 
going to experience the glory they saw during Jesus’ ministry.  But in John 20: 19-23, Jesus comes to 
them and says, “Peace be with you” and then gives them the Holy Spirit.  It is the spirit we proclaim during 
each baptism: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence. With the Holy Spirit, the disciples 
were empowered to go out and spread the good news of Jesus. 

 
 
These examples tell us that God will work to change our cir-
cumstances.  Our fear of the coronavirus and the isolation we 
endure will not last.  God is at work to bring about our salva-
tion. The leading verse from Isaiah 25 reminds us that there 
will be times when we must wait for the Lord.  So keep the 
faith.  Pray hard and pray often. When God acts, and God 
will, we will understand that God’s help is never far 
away.  And when we see it, we too will be glad and rejoice.   



 

 

 

 

Facebook 

hits Youtube hitss  Total 

May 3 100 41 141 

May 10 93 46 139 

May 17 94 40 134 

May 24                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       66 32 98 

Avg. of all services 88 40 128 

  ATTENDANCE FOR MAY 

UPCOMING EVENTS Church Council  

President 

Steve Morford 

309-786-7032 
 

Vice President 

Jim Kernan 

309-716-9531 
 

Treasurer 

Nancy Patterson 

309-737-3821  
 

Secretary 

Rita Gustafson 

309-721-4363 
 

Learning 

Miranda Luder 

309– 235-7263 
 

Property 

Rick Jones 

309-912-3115  
 

Worship 

Stephanie Elliott 

309-428-8545 
 

Service 

Becky Leuck 

309-945-8844 
 

Stewardship  
 

Youth  

Ben Klocke 

309-798-0237 

Matt Morrow 

309-737-0540 
 

Witness 

Darlene Hann 

309-797-2282  

 

  

ZOOM PENTECOST WORSHIP SERVICE  

You will be able to join our service on your computer or smartphone. If you do not 
have zoom loaded onto your device, you will need to download it in advance. (It is 
better to have it loaded prior to the service.  You can get a free download at 
zoom.us.)  There will be an on-line coffee and fellowship time prior to the service 
beginning at 9:30.  Come on-line early with your coffee and have a chance to visit 
with others! Then at 10:00 AM we will start worship.  When worship begins, wor-
shipers will be muted during the readings, the sermon and the hymns.  At other 
times you will get the chance to speak with the liturgy.  Come join in, as we try this 
out!  A bulletin for this service starts on page 9 of this newsletter. Let’s celebrate 
Pentecost together!  

 

 OUR JUNE CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  

Our annual congregational meeting planned for Holy Trinity Sunday, June 7th, 
when we will gather using zoom. If you are a Committee Chair or head of a fellow-
ship group, and have a report to publish in the Bulletin of Reports, please 
get that into the office right away!  We want to send out the reports prior to the 
meeting.  Information to log into the zoom congregational meeting will be provided 
via email next week.  

tel:3097972282
tel:3097972282
http://zoom.us


 

 

Thank you so much for the muffins 

and thinking of us in these difficult 

times. Love and prayers, Betten-

dorf Surgical Services 

Dear Salem workers,  

Oh! Those muffins! A meal in them-

selves. Thanks so much to the busy 

angels who do this. It means so much 

to a shut in. I hope the virus goes away 

soon.  

Dorothy Nystrom 

Dear Pastor Randy, Melody, and Salem friends,  

Thank you very much for the phone calls, greeting 

cards, words of encouragement, and prayers the 

last nine months. The treats left on our doorstop 

by the Easter Bunnies was a real surprise, mmm, 

good! We miss seeing everyone, looking forward 

to church services again in real time. God’s Bless-

ings on each and everyone of our Salem family.  

Peace, Love, Friendship 

Margaret and Dick Castle 

Your gift of $1,000 given on 4/15/2020 is helping us work toward the goal of tripling the number of meals pro-

vided by the River Bend Foodbank by 2025 to ensure that no one in our community is missing meals not by 

choice.  

How much did your donation help? Every dollar you gave provided more than five meals to your hungry neigh-

bors. On behalf of the more than sixteen thousand people who are being helped by the Foodbank’s distribution 

network every week, thank you so much for being a part ner with us in ending hunger in our community.  

Thank you so much for your support during this crisis. Stay healthy! 

Sincerely,  

Leslie Corlett 

Corporate Gifts officer 

Riverbenr Foodbank 



 

 

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES 
We want to congratulate our High School and College graduates: 

Emma Beierlein, Ben Klocke, Matthew Morrow, Tyler Wilburn, Meg 

Klocke, and Emily Flippo. 

A heartfelt thanks to the youth who contributed to the vid-

eo graduation prayer to honor Salem’s graduates. We are very 

proud of you all!  

“graduation” pictures created using faceinhole.com and photos I stole off facebook. #sorrynotsorry 



 

 

 

Memorials Received May 2020  

In Loving Memory of Dick Tillberg 

Given by…..John P. Griffith, Stephen and Gloria Wisley, Ruth 
Roberts, John and Bonnie Lartz, Bonnie Casper, Don and 
Claudette Swensson, Bob and Nadyne Stockhecke, Larry and 
Linda Ontiveros, Maureen Archibald, John and Linda Kleiber, 
Jeff Lind, Dorothy Nystrom, Larry and Cathy Bigelow, Lois 
Gray, Mrs. Claire Strayer, Steve and Joline Schroder, Barbara Hauf, JoAnn Wolff, Darlene Hann, 
Cramer Family (Chris, Stephanie, Samantha, and Rebecca)  

 
In Loving Memory of Audrey Skoglund 

Given by…..  Bill and Donna Nelson, John R. Seabloom, Dickerson Family (Gregg, Sharon, Kristy, 
Nicole, and Kelsi), Stephen and Colleen Tollenaer, John (Jr) and Geralyn McEvoy, Bonnie Casper, 
Leo and Patricia Ford, James and Arlysse Palm 

 
In Loving Memory of Gordon and Ruth Grimes 

Given by…..  Jeff Lind 

 
In Loving Memory of Karla Swensson Brandt 

Given by…..     Jeff Lind            



 

 

FROM THE PARISH NURSE    
VIRUSES- WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW AND WHAT WE ARE LIVING WITH 

Every person has multiple viruses in their body, and everyone has experienced a viral infection at some 
point in their life.  Viruses are very tiny germs; much smaller than bacteria and they have some very 
unique characteristics. They are dependent on their host for survival, they can only reproduce while inside of 
a host cell, each virus has a unique shape and is attracted to very specific organs in the body such as the 
liver, lungs, kidney, brain or blood. A strong immune system can keep viruses from multiplying. The virus 
inserts it genetic material into a cell and begins to produce more virus in the host cell. Some can spread by 
human transmission thru skin contact, respiratory, fecal-oral, milk, or sexually. 
 
Some of the diseases/illnesses caused by viruses are some Colds, Influenza, Chickenpox, HIV, Lyme, some 
Pneumonia, Shingles, Rubella, Measles, Hepatitis, Herpes, Polio, Ebola, Small pox, Mumps, Rabies, Covid-
19, Yellow Fever, and Epstein Barr. Virologists are trying to develop broad- spectrum vaccines and drugs for 
new viruses, but sometimes they work and sometimes they don’t! 
 
Viruses  comes from animals such as sheep, goats, cows, pigs, horses, camels, llamas, donkeys, reindeer, 
yak, wild animals, birds, bats, dogs, foxes, rodents, chimpanzees and monkeys, poultry, tics from deer, ani-
mal bites, insects, mosquitoes, lice, and fleas. They act as hosts for the viruses till they sometimes pass on 
to humans. The damage they can leave on humans can cause life-long health problems 
   
Plants, such as fruits and vegetables, can become infected with viruses. We have all heard of Norovirus and 
this one can occur before and after harvest from water runoff containing fecal matter or when infected hu-
mans touch the plants. Norovirus does not grow on the plants like bacteria does. They wait until the infection 
spread  to a human and then it begins to multiply. Remember when the news sometimes tells us not to buy 
Romaine lettuce or certain fruits or vegetables. This is why. It is infected. 
   
We have all been dealing with the coronavirus, (which causes the Covid 19 disease) and we will be dealing 
with viruses all of our lives so they are something we will need to adjust too.  The word corona comes from 
the word crown because it has all little spikes on it that resemble a crown.  There are thousands of these 
coronaviruses out there, but they all do not cause a problem for humans.  It seems as if it has only been in 
the last 20 or 30 years that they caused problems, we were aware of. The coronavirus is in a general family 
of viruses that target and affect mammal’s respiratory system and many of them only pass to mammals but 
some pass to humans. Two of the viruses caused global outbreaks. SARS (severe acute respiratory syn-
drome) started out in China in 2003-2004, and MERS (Middle East Respiratory Syndrome) started in Saudi 
Arabia 2012. In 2016 SADS was a corona virus that killed pigs, in 1994 HENDRA was transmitted from 
horses to humans, and in 1998 NIPAH was a virus transmitted from pigs to humans, the coronavirus  is 
thought to transmit from bats to humans.  
 
Coronavirus can spread from person to person through small droplets from the nose or mouth when they 
cough or exhale. These droplets land on objects and surfaces around the person.  People can catch the dis-
ease, COVID-19, by touching these objects or surfaces that have been contaminated and then touching 
their eyes, nose or mouth as a way of entry for the virus.  It is important to stay 6 feet away from individuals 

who might be possibly be contami-
nated with the virus but may be 
asymptomatic.  The risk of catching 
the disease, COVID-19,  from 
someone with no symptoms is very 
low but it is possible.  Follow the 
rules from CDC as instructed.   I 
pray this is letting up by time you 
get this newsletter!   
                                                                                                                             
Melody, Parish Nurse 



 

 

PLANT LIFE  

CONTINUES      

AT SALEM  

(AND A BIRD NEST!)  



 

 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

Trisha Gustafson     6/1  

Andrew Beierlein     6/4  

Jacqueline Maxeiner    6/5 

Jaylen Tillberg   6/6 

Jon Whitcomb      6/7  

Jo Ann Wolff      6/7  

Nathan Tillberg     6/8  

Selah Jaggers     6/8 

Nancy Lindstrom     6/9  

Lincoln McEvoy  6/11 

Donald Swensson     6/13  

Kate Woomert     6/13 

Anita Dietz    6/14 

Annette Dietz     6/14 

Christine Gernant     6/14  

Maureen Archibald     6/16  

Lindsey Gidel      6/17  

Michelle Titterington     6/17  

David Luder       6/18  

Kim Luder       6/19  

Andrea Perez      6/19  

Kendall Fulkerson     6/20 

Nolan DeJonge   6/22 

Garrett Woodward     6/22  

Craig Dahlstrom     6/23  

Tracy Fausett      6/24  

Sally Patterson      6/24  

William Smith      6/24  

Robert Stockhecke     6/24 

Michael Locander     6/26  

Matthew Morrow     6/28 

Jeffrey Lind   6/30  

Dear Salem families 

As we live in this time of uncertainty around the 
COVID-19 pandemic, we regret to announce that 
Vacation Bible School will not take place in July.  

We want you to know that this decision was not 
made lightly. We are are as heartbroken as you 
are. Please contact us if you have questions.  

We will continue our fun, exciting and educational 
programs at Salem when it is safe to do so.  

In the meantime please keep an eye out for infor-
mation on our online youth and God Star youth 
groups! 

Sally and Miranda 



 

 

 

 

 

Salem Lutheran Church 
WORSHIP FROM HOME 

Mary 31 

DAY OF PENTECOST 
 
Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the harvest 
and the giving of the law on Mount Sinai fifty days after Passover. Fifty 
days after Easter, we celebrate the Holy Spirit as God's presence within 
and among us. In Acts the Spirit arrives in rushing wind and flame, bringing God's presence to all people. Paul reminds 
us that though we each have different capacities, we are unified in the Spirit that equips us with these gifts. Jesus 
breathes the Holy Spirit on his disciples, empowering them to forgive sin. We celebrate that we too are given the breath 
of the Holy Spirit and sent out to proclaim God's redeeming love to all the world. 
 
 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE                                                                  Laura Crumbleholme 
 
 
Please stand as you are able 
GATHERING HYMN      “Spirit of Gentleness” (v. 1, 3, and 4)”     
You moved the  waters, you called to the deep, 
Then you coaxed up the mountains from the valley of sleep: 
And over the eons you called to each thing 
“Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings.” 
 
Refrain: Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow thru the wilderness calling free; 
Spirit, sSpirit of gentleness, stir me from placisness, wind, wind on the sea 
 
You sang to a stable, you cried from a hill, 
Then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still: 
And down in the city  you once called again 
When you blew through your people on the rush of the wind.  Refrain 
 
You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes,  
From the bondage of sorrow all the captives dream dreams; 
Our women see visions, our men clear their eyes.  
With bold new decisions your people arise  Refrain 
 
 
GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C    And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P    O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us your Holy Spirit. Direct us 

by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all things and rejoice at all times in your 
peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C   Amen. 
 
 
Please be seated. 
FIRST READING: Acts 2:1-21  L   The Word of the Lord.            C   Thanks be to God.  



 

 

 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13  L   The Word of the Lord.   C  Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      “Every Time I Feel the Spirit”  
Ev’ry time I feel the spirit moving in my heart, I will pray 
Ev’ry time I feel the spirit moving in my heart, I will pray 
Upon a mountain my Lord spoke, out of his mouth came fire and smoke 
Ev’ry time I feel the spirit moving in my heart, I will pray 
Ev’ry time I feel the spirit moving in my heart, I will pray 
 
P The Holy Gospel According to St John, the 20th Chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: John 7: 37-39   P    The gospel of the Lord.  C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
GOSPEL RECESSIONAL    “Every Time I Feel the Spirit”  
Ev’ry time I feel the spirit moving in my heart, I will pray 
Ev’ry time I feel the spirit moving in my heart, I will pray 
All around me looked so fine, asked my Lord if all was mine 
Ev’ry time I feel the spirit moving in my heart, I will pray 
Ev’ry time I feel the spirit moving in my heart, I will pray 
 
 
Please be seated 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT (10:00 AM)                                                                  Sally Patterson 
 
 
SERMON                                              Pastor Randy Willers 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY          “Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling”      
Holy Spirit, ever dwelling in the holiest realms of light; 
Holy Spirit, ever brooding o'er a world of gloom and night, 
Holy Spirit, ever raising those on earth to thrones on high; 
Living, life-imparting Spirit, You we praise and magnify.  
 
Holy Spirit, ever living as the church's very life, 
Holy Spirit, ever striving through us in a ceaseless strife, 
Holy Spirit, ever forming in the Church the mind of Christ; 
You we praise with endless worship for Your gracious gifts unpriced.  
 
Holy Spirit, ever working through the church's ministry, 
quick’ninging, strength'ning, and absolving, setting captive sinners free, 
Holy Spirit, ever binding age to age and soul to soul, 
In communion never ending, You we worship and extol.  
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each Petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy” with the response “hear our prayer” The prayers conclude with: 
P    With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal care; through 

Christ our Lord.     
C    Amen. 
 
 
PEACE 
P The peace of Christ be with you always.    
C And also with you. 
 
 



 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glo-
ry, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING 
P    May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead  raise you to new life, fill you with hope, and turn your mourn-

ing into dancing. Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C   Amen. 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN   “O Day Full of Grace” 
O day full of grace that now we see appearing on earth’s horizon, 
Bring light from our God that we may be abundant in joy this season. 
God, shine for us now in this dark place; your name on our hearts emblazon.  
 
O day full of grace, O blessed time, our Lord on the earth arriving;  
Then came to the world that light sublime, great joy for us all retrieving;  
For Jesus all mortals did embrace, all shame and despair removing.  
  
For Christ bore our sins, and not his own, when he on the cross was hanging; 
 and then he arose and moved the stone, that we, unto him belonging; 
Might join with angelic hosts to raise our voices in endless singing.  
 
God came to us then at Pentecost, the Spirit new life revealing; 
That we might no more in death be lost, its pow’r over us dispelling;  
This flame will the mark of sin efface and bring to us all true healing.  
 
 
DISMISSAL 
A   Christ is risen, just as he said. Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
C   Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
 
POSTLUDE                              Laura Crumbleholme 
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Office Hours: Monday - Friday    

 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Rev. Dr. Randy Willers                 

309-292-0881 

FELLOWSHIP 
ZOOM AVAILABLE.   

Salem has purchased a li-
cense for zoom, which al-
lows groups of people (up to 
100 at a time) to gather on-
line.  If you would like to 
know more about this, 
please contact the church 
office or Pastor Randy.  You 
need to have the zoom ap-
plication installed on your 
computer or smart phone to 
participate.  This can be 
downloaded at 
www.zoom.us.  

http://www.zoom.us

