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What’s A Christian to Do? 

You who live in the shelter of the Most High, who abide in the shadow of the Almighty, will say to the LORD, 
"My refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I trust." For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and 
from the deadly pestilence.    - Psalm 91:1-3 

That has been a lot of talk recently about what to do in regard to the coronavirus.  Do we open up the econo-
my because people have suffered enough?  Do we “shelter-in-place” longer, knowing it will reduce the num-
ber of sick and dying?    We could ask “What Would Jesus Do?” As Christians, our desire would be to do 
what God wants us to do.  But sometimes we don’t know what that might be. As I mentioned in a recent ser-
mon, there are no easy answers. 

Martin Luther had similar questions asked of him in the fall of 1527.  The Bubonic plague was sweeping Ger-
many at the time, and a pastor in a nearby city asked Luther if it was proper for a Christian to flee from such a 
deadly peril.  In response, Luther wrote a pamphlet entitled “Whether One May Flee From a Deadly 
Plague.”  (Though his advice is almost 500 years old, much of what Luther suggests can be applied to us to-
day and can help us decide what to do.  What Luther wrote is quoted in italics below.)  

Be respectful of those who are terrified.  “Some people are of the firm opinion that one need not and 
should not run away from a deadly plague. . . . Others take the position that one may properly flee. . .”  (Some 
people hold on to a strong faith that God will get them through.  Others are very fearful about contracting the 
virus.  Those of strong faith need to be respectful and supportive of those in fear.) 

Follow the directions of science and health specialists. “If one makes no use of intelligence or medicine 
when he could do so without detriment to his neighbor, such a person injures his body and must beware lest 
he become a suicide in God’s eyes. . . . It is even more shameful for a person to pay no heed to his own body 
and to fail to protect it against the plague the best he is able, and then to infect and poison others who might 
have remained alive if he had taken care of his body as he should have.”  (Social distancing, washing your 
hands, using sanitizer, staying home and limiting interactions with other people are the ways we limit the 
spread of COVID-19.  These are the instructions from health officials.  To ignore this advice and think the vi-
rus will not affect you is not confidence – it is arrogance. As Martin Luther put it,) “This is not trusting God, but 
tempting him.” 

In the midst of a pandemic, one protects oneself from evil by serving 
the neighbor. “But whoever serves the sick for the sake of God’s gracious 
promise . . . has the great assurance that he shall in turn be cared for.  God 
himself shall be his attendant and his physician, too. . . For it is certainly 
true that he who despises such great promises and commands of God and 
leaves his own people destitute, violates all of God’s laws and is guilty of 
the murder of his neighbor whom he abandons.”  Jesus’ command is to 
love our neighbor as ourselves.  We show that love by looking out for the 
life and best interests of those people around us.  For whatever we do for 
the neighbor, we do to Christ. 

In the end, pray and have faith in our Lord. “May Christ our Lord pre-
serve us all in pure faith and fervent love, unspotted and pure until his 
day.  Amen. Pray for me, a poor sinner.” Luther concludes by putting his 
trust in Jesus Christ.  God is our refuge and strength, a fortress who will 
deliver us from this pestilence.  This is the advice from Martin Luther, and 
the conviction of the Psalmist.  We would be wise to follow this instruction. 
So stay safe and keep the faith! 



 

 

 

 

Facebook 

hits Youtube hitss  Total 

April 4/5 87 41 128 

April 11/12 104 69 173 

April18/19 93 54 147 

April 25/26                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  98 26 124 

Avg. of all services 96 48 143 

  ATTENDANCE FOR APRIL 

PALM SUNDAY DRIVE THRU Church Council  

President 

Steve Morford 

309-786-7032 
 

Vice President 

Jim Kernan 

309-716-9531 
 

Treasurer 

Nancy Patterson 

309-737-3821  
 

Secretary 

Rita Gustafson 

309-721-4363 
 

Learning 

Miranda Luder 

309– 235-7263 
 

Property 

Rick Jones 

309-912-3115  
 

Worship 

Stephanie Elliott 

309-428-8545 
 

Service 

Becky Leuck 

309-945-8844 
 

Stewardship  
 

Youth  

Ben Klocke 

309-798-0237 

Matt Morrow 

309-737-0540 
 

Witness 

Darlene Hann 

309-797-2282  

 

  

  

WANTED: SALEM GRADUATES!   

We would like to honor our graduates this 
year, especially since they are missing out 
on so much with the social separation and 
in-home learning.  If you have a family 
member who is graduating from high 
school, college, or trade school this spring, 
please let us know! You can contact Sally, 
Pastor Randy, or leave a voice message 
on the church answering machine.  Thank 
you!  

tel:3097972282
tel:3097972282


 

 

/dear Salem Family,  

Thank you for our Thinking of 
You basket. We are enjoying our 
snacks and soup and applesauce 
and word finds. We appreciate 
your thoughtfulness. Our Salem 
family is in my prayers each 
morning. Gods Blessings, our 
Love,  

Claudette & Don 

Thank you so much for your 

online videos. Giving hope 

during these trying times has 

been a blessing.  

Lori Dahlstrom 

Yes, there is a good Fairy! She 

came to my house, with her 

helper, and left me a lovely 

decorated basket! It was load-

ed with goodies, great soup, 

applesauce, lots of bite sized 

treats, and a charming puzzle 

to keep my brain in use! Thank 

you Sally and your great assis-

tants. Thank you, Salem, for 

caring for your members and 

reminding us that God is good.  

June Piff 

Dear Sally, Just wanted to say many thanks to you and our Salem 

family for thinking of us. Thank you to the children for the many cards 

they have made. We appreciate your care package that was deliv-

ered by Pastor yesterday.  

Twincerely yours, Anita & Annette 

Dear Salem Friends,  

Thank you so much for the beautiful basket of goodies. I already 

have worked 8 pages of the Find-a-wrord book. The individual 

packages of cookies and snacks were fun and the cans of soup 

most welcome. I truly appreciate your thoughts of me during this 

difficult time. May God bless you richly,  

Marilyn Ausherman 

Dear Pastor Randy and Melody, Thank you for your 

phone calls. Words to the youth for their lovely 

cards. Thanks for the goodie basket delivered to my 

door. It’s wonderful watching and participating in 

the Sunday Services on Facebook. God bless all 

my church family and stay well! My mother used to 

say “This too shall pass” during tough times. I hope 

we’ll be better people when we come thru this! 

Love, Cathie. Anderson 

In response to COVID – 19, Salem members put together 
care packages for our elder members who don’t live in care 
facilities and nursing homes. We dropped of baskets of food, 
snacks and activities to 17 households. We were greeted 
with smiles, tears, thank yous and “air hugs” by our elderly 
members  



 

 

YOUTH 

A heartfelt THANKS to everyone who 
helped with Sunday School this past year 
- teachers, musicians, and parent help-
ers. We appreciate your time, dedi- cati-
on and hard work. Special thanks to 
Wendy Hilton-Morrow for playing piano 
for the Elementary Department. 

 

 

Dear Salem families, 
Although our building is not currently in use, the church remains open for minis-
try! Here are a few ways we can stay engaged. 
 

WORSHIP 
Each Sunday we invite you to join us online at 
10:00a.m. for online worship  on facebook (also 
posted on YouTube).  
 
CLASSES 
Confirmation Class is still meeting Wednesday 
nights at 7:00pm. Additional Bible classes will be 
announced as they are developed. 
 
YOUTH GROUP  
Our God Star youth (grades 3-6) and Jr/Sr. 
High are actively meeting online for games 
and fellowship through Zoom. We will contin-
ue to meet this way until we can meet in per-
son. Upcoming dates will be announced 
through email, text, Facebook, Instagram. 

 
SERVE 
Meeting one another’s needs is as important as ever, especially for our older members who are at greater 
risk for Covid-19.. We have had several opportunities to deliver care packages and groceries to our senior 
members as well as write cards to our shut-ins. We will continue to have opportunities like these - If you are 
interested in helping, please contact Sally Patterson or the church office.  
 
Our Staff and Council will continue to update you though our 
website, Facebook page, emails, and phone messages. 



 

 

GREEN TEAM NEWS 

 

 

I miss each and every one of you!  As I move through the church changing candles and watering 
plants – I cannot tell you how lonely it is! We are truly the body of Christ – and I miss us! 

Several Green Team activities are going on, even if we are not attending church in the building.  

1. I have arranged to have a replacement Sourwood tree planted. Look for it along the park
 ing lot strip.  
 
2. The property team may be rebuilding the wall behind the planter box that holds our little 

library. Consequently, I planted the Red Geranium’s on the other side of the church in the 
black planter pots under the portico. We may temporarily need to move the library to the 
peace garden, but as soon as the wall is rebuilt – I hope to have the little library restored to 
its “under the eaves and out of the weather” place in the front of the church. 

 
3. I hope to plant some tomatoes, cucumbers and squash amongst the flowers this summer, 
 in the manner of the French garden.  Ooo la la look for the veggies amongst the blooms! 
 

4. Anyone who would like to help weed, water, and wonder over the bounty of our earth is 
 welcome and encourage to come help me. You get to cut flowers AND eat tomatoes!  I 
 garden on weeknights, every other Friday, and Sundays.  You can call or text me, René at 
 (309) 738-3266. 

 



 

 

DRESSED IN OUR EASTER SUNDAY BEST 
 



 

 

 

Memorials for April 2020 

In Loving Memory of Rev. Paul F. Wolff 

Given by….. 

June Piff, Dick Tillberg, John Anderson, Bob and Na-
dyne Stockhecke, Margie Hulsbrink, Jim and Marti 
Kernan, Frank and Karen Ege, Diane and Bob Jones 
and family, Dennis and Lynnette Jones and family, Ar-
dis Luedke, Pat Ferrell, Jean Rolloff, Richard Simpson, 
Pastor Al and Joan Beck, Rev. John and Helene Leaf, Donald Spear and Leona Peterson – Spear, 
Dorothy Smead and family, Chandra and Darin Farrey, Lois Wolff, Duane and Marie Benson, Anna-
belle and Dale DeCock, Northern Illinois Synod (Bishop Jeff Clements and staff), First Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 

 
In Loving Memory of Dick Tillberg 

Given by….. 

Mary Jo Wolff, Frank and Karen Ege, Jim and Marti Kernan, Rev. William and Ann Say, Dick and 
Margaret Castle, Margie Hulsbrink 

 
In Loving Memory of Audrey Skoglund 

Given by…..                  Dick and Margaret Castle 
 

 

Easter Memorials (received after first printing)  

Given by…..                                         In Loving Memory Of…..                              

Darlene Hann                                     David Hann, Vic and Clara VandeVoorde        

Dick and Margaret Castle                 Loved Ones 



 

 

EASTER DELIVERIES 
Salem purchased muffins for Easter breakfast. Since we could not be together in person, we deliv-
ered muffins and Easter goodies to 27 homes of Salem members not living in care facilities. We also 
delivered muffins to health care workers at Unity Point- Bettendorf and Amber Ridge Care Center. 
Lots of smiles and Easter greetings! Thank you to all the drivers who helped make this possible.  

Mitch, Mandy, and Grace Bergeson,  

You’re terrific! Thank you so much for delivering our think-

ing of you bag. We appreciate being thought of. Please 

thank everyone who helped with this project. It was so 

good to see your smiling faces. God’s Blessings, Our Love,  

Claudette and Don   

(We miss seeing everyone!)  

Dear Linda and Pete Davidson,  

May thanks for the easter delivery of muffins, candy, 

etc. We appreciate our Salem family and a thank you 

to all that planned this event.  

Twincerely yours,  

Anita & Annette Dietz 

Many thanks to all of the 

lovely helpers who have 

brought me food, puzzles, a 

fun basket, and great joy.   

Your friend, June Piff 

And welcome hearts on all 

my mail.  



 

 

 

 

 

Salem Lutheran Church 
WORSHIP FROM HOME 

Mary 2/3 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN EASTER 
 

Today is sometimes called "Good Shepherd Sunday." Jesus is called the "gate" of the sheep in to-
day's gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He anoints our heads with oil and 
guides us beside the still waters of our baptism. Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us amid the 
world's violence and war. We go forth to be signs of the resurrection and extend God's tender care 
to all creation. 
 
Please stand as you are able 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
P    Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C    Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P    Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to new life.  

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
P     We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image and planted us in a well-watered gar-

den. In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, and you gave us water from the rock. When we did 
not know the way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. At the cross, you watered us from Jesus' 
wounded side, and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 

 
We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font, and for all water everywhere. 
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 
 
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C    Amen. 
 
GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C    And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P    O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the valleys of death. Guide us by 

your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C   Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
FIRST READING: Psalm 23   L   The Word of the Lord.            C   Thanks be to God.  

 
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:19-25  L   The Word of the Lord.   C  Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    
P The Holy Gospel According to St John, the 10th Chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: John 10:1-10   P    The gospel of the Lord C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated 
SERMON                                           Pastor Randy Willers 
 



 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY            “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”  
The King of love my shepherd is, whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am his and he is mine forever. 

Where streams of living water flow, my ransomed soul he leadeth 
and, where the verdant pastures grow, with food celestial feedeth. 

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, but yet in love he sought me, 
and on his shoulder gently laid, and home, rejoicing, brought me. 

In death's dark vale I fear no ill, with thee, dear Lord, beside me, 
thy rod and staff my comfort still; thy cross before to guide me. 

And so, through all the length of days, thy goodness faileth never. 
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise within thy house forever. 

 
Please stand as you are able. 
NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
 and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each Petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy” with the response “hear our prayer” The prayers conclude with: 
P    With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal care; through 

Christ our Lord.    C    Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P The peace of Christ be with you always.   C And also with you. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heav-
en. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forev-
er and ever.  Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
P    May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead  raise you to new life, fill you with hope, and turn your mourning 

into dancing. Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C   Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
A   Christ is risen, just as he said. Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
C   Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 



 

 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

FROM THE PARISH NURSE    

Aalina Shadden  5/2 

Tom VanErstvelde   5/2 

Brooke Anselmi     5/3  

Nathaniel Gustafson    5/7  

Chloe Fausett      5/9  

Ruth Willers    5/11 

Kathy Hotchkiss     5/12  

Jim Van   5/21 

Laura Lynn       5/23  

Jean Steelman     5/24  

Wendy Hilton-Morrow  5/25 

Camryn Flippo     5/26  

Megan Klocke     5/27  

Jessica Clark   5/28 

Kaitlyn Wilburn     5/28  

Ted Maxeiner    5/29 

Nadyne Stockhecke     5/30  

Amber Hardin     5/31  

MOTHERS AND FATHERS 

I wanted to write something nice for Mothers Day but I am 

going to include Fathers Day in this article also. What special 

people they are. They are like our divine heavenly father that 

we have in our lives. Always there for us through the good 

and bad, teaching us as we go along our life journey, taking 

the best with the worst and learn from it. Their love is never 

failing. They are selfless, loving, loyal, trustworthy, faithful, 

dependable, sincere and all of the wonderful things you can 

think of when you describe loving individuals. They also 

smile a lot.  They provide us a safe and secure environment, 

teach us how to be dependable, kind, responsible, and gen-

erous. There isn’t anything, within reason, they would not do for us if they knew it would be to our benefit. 

They will always be there for us thru “thick and thin”. They are someone you can always count on even if 

not physically able. Did you ever wonder how many times mothers and fathers pray for their children?  

Whether your father or mother is biological or if you are adopted by a friend, relative such as a loving grand-

ma, aunt, uncle, foster parents, single persons, caregivers, teacher, nurse, humanitarian, and one of those 

who go out and help the people of the world and community I would consider these loving people also to 

represent mothers and fathers. Let’s not forget these very special people also.  To me these things I men-

tion are the real meanings of being a mother and father.  

HAPPY MOTHERS DAY IN MAY AND HAVE A HAPPY FATHERS DAY IN JUNE. Melody, Parish Nurse  

AVAILABLE FOOD RESOURCE 

Parish Nurse Melody has learned that the Riverbend Food Bank 
is able to provide preassembled boxes of food for those in 
need.  These boxes can be received curbside at Southpark Mall 
on Tuesday 9:00 am- 11:00 am, and on Wednesday 4:00 pm- 
6:30 pm.  Use the East Von Maur Mall entrance doors.  
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Office Hours: Monday - Friday    

 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Rev. Dr. Randy Willers                 

309-292-0881 

FELLOWSHIP 
ZOOM AVAILABLE.  Salem has purchased a license for 
zoom, which allows groups of people (up to 100 at a time) to 
gather on-line.  If you would like to know more about this, 
please contact the church office or Pastor Randy.  You need to 
have the zoom application installed on your computer or smart 
phone to participate.  This can be downloaded at 
www.zoom.us.  

http://www.zoom.us

