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Salem News   November 2020 

GIVE THANKS WITH A GRATEFUL HEART 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

There is a song I have used from time to time in wor-

ship that speaks to the season of Thanksgiving that is 

fast approaching: 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, 

Give thanks to the Holy One; 

Give thanks because He’s given 

Jesus Christ, His Son. 

 

These words are appropriate, not just for the season of Thanksgiving, but should be offered up to 

God every single day. 

 

It is not always easy to offer up thanksgiving to God, especially when times are hard. We are still in 

the midst of one of the worst pandemics in history. This has resulted in a complete disruption of our 

lives and signs now point that it could get worse as we move through Fall into Winter. Over a 10-day 

period at the end of October, the Salem family experienced the death of three members. We have a 

long prayer list of folks being lifted up to the Lord in worship each week. Death and dying, illness, job 

insecurity, family and marital problems often get in the way of being thankful. When times are difficult 

there can be a tendency to focus on what’s wrong or what we don’t have rather than on the blessings 

and strengths in our lives. 

 

When we fall into that pattern of living, we shortchange ourselves and lose sight of what is central to 

our lives as Christians: the gift of Jesus Christ. There are no easy answers or directions in life, but 

when we focus on God and the gift of God’s Son, we become energized by the Holy Spirit. When that 

happens we find a new vitality with which we can meet life each day. When we concentrate on re-

centering our lives upon God, we are able to move forward with a renewed sense of purpose and a 

Christ-like love for one another. When we live this way, every day can become a day of “thanks-

giving.” 

I don’t know what Thanksgiving celebrations will look like in our families this year, but it will be differ-

ent. We usually try to be together with our daughters and their families, but I don’t know if that will 

happen this year. I am hoping and praying that we won’t have to shelter-in-place as that holiday ar-

rives, but that is unknown at this point. I guess if that happens we can have extended family Thanks-

giving celebrations on social media platforms such as Zoom, Facebook Messenger, or Skype, to 

name a few. I hope not, but social media would at least allow us to see and communicate with one 

another on Thanksgiving Day. But no matter what our Thanksgiving celebrations will look like, God in 

Christ will be present. The presence of God and God’s mercy and grace will never be taken away or 

overcome by COVID-19. In my own life, when times are hard, there is a special passage from Isaiah 

40 that I focus on. I want to share it with you.           (Continued on page 2) 



November 2020 Page 2  

 

CHURCH COUNCIL  

President 
Steve Morford 
309-786-7032 
 
Vice President 
Linda Davidson 
309-236-5624 
 
Treasurer 
Nancy Patterson 
309-737-3821 
 
Secretary 
Rita Gustafson 
309-721-4363 
 
Learning 
Miranda Luder 
309–235-7263 
 
Property 
Howard Findahl 
309-792-5616 
 
Worship 
Stephanie Elliott 
309-428-8545 
 
Service 
Becky Leuck  
309-945-8844 
 
Youth   
Alison Locander 
309-797-1392 
 
Witness  
Darlene Hann 
309-797-2282 
 
Stewardship 
Open 
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 Facebook hits Youtube hits  Total 

Oct 4 36 37 73 
Oct 11 112 39 151 

Oct 18 156 37 193 

Oct 25                                                                                                                          135 30 165 

Avg. of all services 110 36 146 

  ATTENDANCE FOR SEPTEMBER 

COVID RESPONSE TASK FORCE 
Oct 6 (via zoom)  

A concern that the organ needs to be played regularly in order to be main-

tained was expressed. There is also concern that the sanctuary piano should 

be tuned and maintained. This appears to be a Worship Committee concern 

and be addressed by them. 

Based on current data concerning local positive resuts to Covid-19 testing 

and the fear of our church being held liable for any attendees of activities of 

the church being infected, the committee decide not to approve any re-

quests to use the church sanctuary or building at this time. The data will be 

examined regularly and discussed at future meetings. Approved Trunk R Treat 

providing CDC suggestions followed. Estimates are being obtained for a deep 

cleaning of the church. 

 

Oct 8 (via zoom)  

The task force met with the 2020 Confirmation parents who were requesting to 

use the sanctuary for Confirmation on October 18. The committee decided to 

approve request after discussing specific CDC recommendations be fol-

lowed. This affirmation of baptism will take place on Oct. 18 at 10:30 and will 

be limited to family members of the Confirmands. Unfortunately, the drive-in 

service scheduled for that day will need to be a virtual only service. The com-

mittee welcomes new member, Jay Morrow, to the task force committee. 

(continued from page 1)  

“Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, 

the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his un-

derstanding is unsearchable. He gives power to the faint and strengthens the 

powerless. Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall ex-

hausted; but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall 

mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall 

walk and not faint.” (Isaiah 40:28-31, NRSV) 

No matter what comes during the month ahead; no matter what any of us will 

face; God in Christ is there with each of us and will pour out his love and mer-

cy upon our lives. This Thanksgiving, no matter how we celebrate, offers us 

the opportunity to focus on our blessings and not on what we have lost or 

don’t have. Make every day a day of genuine “thanks-giving” and remember to 

“Give thanks with a grateful heart.”  Yours in Christ,  Pastor Mike 

tel:3097972282


November 2020 Page 3  

 

COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 via Zoom Present: L. Davidson, S. Elliott,  
R,.Gustafson, D. Hann, Pr. M. Lawyer, B. Leuck, S. Morford, N. Patterson. Absent: H. 
Findahl, A. Locander, M. Luder. The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. Pastor 
Lawyer led us in Devotions. The council was asked to remember in our prayers the fami-
lies of members who have recently passed. The minutes from the last meeting were ac-
cepted. 

  
Treasurer’s Report: Income was lower in September than in August. Since we are not meeting in the building, 
our only expenses are overhead. . All in all, Salem is holding up well financially. Pr. Lawyer clarified with N. Pat-
terson that the benefits payments are behind by a month. This is the last month we will be paying for Pr. Willers’ 
benefits.  
  
Pastor’s Report: Pr. Lawyer indicated that there is no attendance data to report because it is difficult to 
see how many people are attending our online services. He asked where the membership data is kept to keep 
it up to date, and was referred to Donna Weeks. Pastor will take vacation from Nov. 11-13.  
  
Call Process Update: Steve Morford will call Pr. Clark in regards to the congregation questionnaire to 
be completed  to proceed.  The Call Committee is almost filled.  
  
Staff Reports: Sally Patterson will submit a report, but nothing requires action at this time. Melody 
Schnell has asked  to do an Inspirational Kindness Rocks project. Cost would be minimal  and should be cov-
ered out of her own budget.  
  
Departmental Reports: 
Worship: Stephanie Elliott will send a report for the records. All services have been planned through Novem-
ber. She is working on different ways to enhance virtual services. We will  hire Debbie Lawyer as a part-time 
organist and bell master once we are able to worship again in the sanctuary.  
  
Learning:  Sunday School continues to  alternate between  in-person and virtual format. The Confirmation 
class is  down to 4 students due to school sporting activities.  
  
Witness: Darlene Hann reported there was no meeting last month. Pastor Lawyer mentioned that we 
have one prospective member.  
  
Finance: The Finance Committee met and put together an initial draft of the Memorials Wish List, in-
cluding two sections: one-time projects and on-going needs.  
  
Service: Becky Leuck reported that the CROP Walk had 25 participants (20 who walked together down 
by the river and 5 that joined virtually) and raised $710.  
  
Stewardship: S. Morford and S. Elliot are working on stewardship letters and prayers to go out soon.  
  
Property: The stucco repairs are completed, and should be under warrantee. There is a meeting scheduled 
with the insurance inspector on Oct. 15.  
  
COVID Team: The Confirmation Service will be allowed inside the building with limited participants and follow-
ing safety precautions. Afterwards, the room will be cleaned and left empty for a week as a further precaution. 
Rita and Stephanie Elliott will work on getting the word out about a card shower from the congregation to help 
Becca Cramer and Josh Morrow celebrate  
 
The COVID situation must meet certain conditions before we are able to re-open including proof that the virus is 
abating. Tthat doesn’t appear to be happening any time soon. We must be careful rather than in a hurry.  We 
will continue to deal with requests to use the facilities on an individual basis.  
  
New Business – Budget: Budget time is coming. This year ’s budget will be more complicated than usual 
due to a variety of variables. Each department should begin their budget preparations now.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:52 p.m. and closed with prayer.  

Respectfully submitted,  Rita Gustafson, Secretary 
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YOUTH 

Sunday School, 9:00AM  
 

All of us at Salem are scrambling right now to keep our members and the 

community safe during the COVID-19 pandemic. As Sunday School lead-

ers, we find ourselves searching for new ways to stay connected to children 

and their families while we are being encouraged to physical distance and 

not meet in large groups. In November, we will be offering Virtual Sunday 

School (via Zoom), an Amazing Race and Drive-thru Sunday School. 

 November 1 – Virtual Sunday School via Zoom. Join us for a fun, interactive lesson on God’s love. Infor-

mation will be sent to families this week via e-mail and Facebook. 

 November 8 - Drive-thru Sunday School. Families drive through the church portico and pick up materials 

needed to make a few stained-glass crosses that will be delivered to our Shut-ins. 

 November 15 – Sunday School Amazing Race. Families meet in the parking lot for Sunday School’s ver-

sion of the “;Amazing Race’  Part treasure hunt, part scavenger hunt, mixed with a few quirky challenges 

as you race around town by the car load. Gather your family to make a team and meet in Salem’s park-

ing lot at 9:00AM ready to go! 

 November 22 - Drive-thru Sunday School. Families drive through the church portico between 9:00-

9:45AM to receive a treat as well as a craft for prayer sticks to make just in time for Thanksgiving. 

If you have not registered for Sunday School yet, here is the link: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSevb1vYjVshwGe3MwsUPhrW1SWKpqFX 

October 18th was our first 

DRIVE THRU Sunday School! 

It was so much fun, there are 

more coming in November.  
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INSPIRATIONAL KINDNESS ROCKS--- (MISSION OF KINDNESS) 
This project was originally started out in Cape Cod in 2015 by Megan Murphy. Her goal was to spread a little 

hope and comfort to those who would see the rocks, which had vibrantly painted messages. She put them in 

elevated boxes by the boardwalks and by the beaches. Her daughter put it on facebook and it took off and it 

is being done worldwide now. What a wonderful idea. 

I am praying that you like to help with this project. I know many of you may feel confined, depressed and 

bored because of the corona 19 virus. This project is a wonderful way to share kindness and perhaps be of 

help to others and even to ourselves by helping others.  It is not just painting the stones but the thoughtful-

ness behind the project. Love and kindness are never wasted. KIndness always makes a difference and it 

blesses the one who receives it and the giver. A single act of kindness can throw out roots in all directions 

and the roots spring up and makes new plants. It is the language which the deaf can hear and the blind can 

see. We can’t help everyone but maybe we can help someone.  

I am asking if you have any acrylic paints, brushes  you no longer want and would be willing to donate them 

or if you would like to donate your time or if you can’t if you would like to help donate a few dollars to help 

cover expenses.  My family and I have been collecting rocks from Tennessee to Michigan. They all are not 

perfect, like they sell on the internet, but most of us are not either.   I don’t think we will need a lot of supplies, 

but even going to the dollar store for supplies adds up. Any donations received and not used will be given to 

the Wellness committee with an account of expenses and money spent and remainder of supplies will be giv-

en to the youth for their art and craft projects.  Please send or bring your donations to the office-- attention 

“PARISH NURSE”.   

Directions on how to paint the rocks:  
     I will collect and wash all rocks.  I think it is easier to just paint the flattest top part of the rock and not the 
whole rock. You can use the acrylic paints or you could spray paint them if you wanted. Try to use cheerful 
colors or white. The rocks may need a few coats of paint so you can write or print on them.  
     To letter the rocks you can use a magic marker or a paint pen. The paint pens are more expensive and I 
thought these rocks are a gift and if they fade over the years it is ok because the message was given.  
SPACING THE WORDS CAN BE A LITTLE TRICKY,  so if you outline your rock on a piece of paper and 
then draw some lines  on your outline where you want to put the words it will help you with the spacing of the 
words when you go to write it on the rock. You don’t want to start writing and then run out of rock. 
     You can go on computer, U-Tube,  and look under painted rocks and lettering on the rocks and it will give 
you all kinds of ideas and tricks to help make it fun and easy. You do the best you can and remember – It is 
the thought that counts and you may be helping someone.  
     I will bring you the supplies needed and be available if you have any questions 799-7184. I will spray the 
rocks with a clear lacquer after I collect them. You can give them to your friends, neighbors, a person in 
need, or stranger. I set a “BE KIND “ small  rock in a safe, eye level place, where all could see as they came 
and went. I watched from afar for several hours and people would look at it and SMILE. It was a reminder to 
be kind.  It made my day just to see their response.. 
     My goal would be to set the rocks in a special made box where people go by  that says,   “TAKE  ONE 
WHEN YOU NEED ONE AND SHARE ONE WITH A FRIEND WHO NEEDS SOME INSPIRATION OR 
LEAVE ONE FOR ANOTHER. I MESSAGE AT JUST THE RIGHT MOMENT CAN CHANGE YOUR WHOLE 
DAYS OUTLOOK OR MAYBE LIFE”.  If you know of a place that would be willing to let us put out the rocks 
please let me know. I can only think that this is a wonderful mission. I am going to give you a list of sayings 
that can be used to help others.                                                        

                                                                        Melody, Parish Nurse 

PARISH NURSE 

SUPPORT GROUP 

The next support group meeting will be held on Tuesday, No-
vember 10, at 11:15 AM. It will be held at TAP-22, 1443 1st 
Street in Silvis.  Support group may be cancelled if Covid 
conditions worsen.  
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Dear Salem,  

Thank you for the scholarship 

money. Growing up at Salem 

has been one of the biggest 

blessings in my life and I know I 

always have a home here. I 

hope to see you all soon.  

Ben Klocke 

Dear friends at Salem, 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Je-
sus.   - 1 Corinthians 1:4 

The month of November is when we celebrate Thanksgiving and give thanks to God for all of our many 
blessings.  I thank God for being blessed in so many ways during my years as your pastor. So I want to 
thank you for the call to ministry that you gave me.  It has been a time filled with memories and good 
thoughts.  Thank you for the many cards, gifts, and tokens of appreciation you gave me at my retirement cel-
ebration.  They were touching, and very much appreciated. And especially, thank you for the ministry you 
have done for one another, for those in our community and people throughout the world.  By your works of 
grace, you made your faith in Christ real.  Nothing can be more gratifying to a pastor. 

With God the future looks bright, even during a pandemic. You have a wonderful interim pastor in Pastor 
Mike.  Salem has a dedicated staff, a talented council, and willing volunteers. We also have a God who is 
faithful.  Our Heavenly Father will lead you to another minister who will be called to continue your work.  I will 
keep you in my prayers as you share Christ’s peace in the years to come. 

Grace and peace be with you all,  Pr. Randy 

 I would like to thank 

the gift givers for my 

"sweet treats" and lit-

erature.  Thank you 

for thinking of me, I 

greatly appreciate it.  

June Piff 

Thank you to the members for 

all the prayers and the card 

for Christine.  John Whitcomb 

Dear Salem Family and DISH team,  

Thank you so much for delivering the sur-

prise- filled bags to me. I have received 

several and it is always a happy occasion 

to see the contents. The snacks are great 

and I do appreciate the Daily Devotional 

booklets. I surely do appreciate your 

thoughtfulness and friendship and pray 

that we all stay well and be safe soon.  

May God bless you all,                          

Marilynn Ausherman 

Dear Salem Friends,  

Many thanks to you for 

the recent caring bag Ka-

rin delivered. I veery 

much appreciate the de-

votional booklets as well 

as the many goodies.  

Loryann Eis 

Salem Lutheran Church,  

Thank you for the care pack-

ages put together by the DISH 

team and our alem family. 

Ppreciate your thoughtfulness. 

You are in our thoughts nd 

prayers. Blessings.  

Our Love, Claudette and Don 

Dear Salem Family, 

Thank you so much for the care 

package- I loved it! I pray for my 

Salem Family Every night! 

Love in Christ-                        

Debbie Sue Holliday 

To the Salem outreach committee,  

Thank you so much for my goodie 

bag and a lovely visit with Denise 

Gidel, who delivered it. It’s so nice 

to know that you are cared for and 

Salem shows that extremely well.  

God Bless all of you, Cathie Ander-

son 

To all of my Salem 

Family,  

Thank you all for being 

there for me. I very 

much appreciate your 

love that is shown.  

Love, Sue 
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To: All members of the Salem Congregation 

Salem has gone without a Stewardship Chairperson since June 2019. None-the-less, stewardship 

has not fallen by the wayside. Instead, it continues to play a significant role in the life of the congrega-

tion. 

Every person that steps up to help with the youth programs, donates time or money to the DISH 

program, takes care of the property and grounds, serves on committees that still meet (even on line), 

or plans creative new ways to serve the congregation and the community around us… everyone is a 

functioning part of the stewardship effort at our church. Thank you! 

If you feel that somehow you got left out of this list of people, now is the time to help. Services of the 

church are still open to the needs of each individual member. All the work that it takes to put out a 

newsletter, pay the bills, count the offerings, hold safe youth activities, record and broadcast online 

services, - all these things still happen; and the bills keep coming in. 

For this reason, I reach out to remind every member that the church still needs your support. Pausing 

the services in the sanctuary to keep our members safe from disease did not pause the costs of 

existence. We need your help more than ever to keep us financially afloat. Let us set an example that 

demonstrates what a dedicated congregation can do when the chips are down. Please take time this 

November to catch up with your giving plan for the year and get us back on track. That way, when we 

do open our doors the church will still be here, fresh and waiting for us with open arms. 

Watch for reminders and suggestions from other church members on this topic in future 

communications. Lets try to get caught up by the end of the tax year, Dec 31. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter. 

Steve Morford, Salem Church Council president 

STEWARDSHIP 
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MEMORIALS  
In Loving Memory of Dick Tillberg 

Given by…..  Carla Benson 

 

In Loving Memory of Rose Dahlstrom 

Given by…..Cathy Bonta, Bonnie Casper, Mary Carstens, Dan 

Foss, Dave Foss 

 

In Loving Memory of Jack Dahlstrom 

Given by…..Darlene Hann, Bonnie Casper 

 

In Loving Memory of Joann DeJonghe 

Given by…..Dick and Margaret Castle, Don and Claudette Swensson, Margie Hulsbrink, Linda Czupka 

 

In Loving Memory of Ann Robinson 

Given by….. Dick and Margaret Castle, Frank and Karen Ege 

 

In Loving Memory of Margaret Erickson 

Given by….Marlo Brotman King, Denny King, Don and Claudette Swensson, Margie Hulsbrink 

 

In Loving Memory of Helen Swore 

Given by…..Karen and Frank Ege, Don and Claudette Swensson, Bonnie Casper 

 

In Loving Memory of Nita Lawyer 

Given by….Don and Claudette Swensson, Bonnie Casper, Karen and Frank Ege 

 

In Loving Memory of Lillian (Sunny) Tedell 

Given by….Betty and Mike Pyevich, Bonnie Casper, Jim and Pat Christiansen, Al Hallene, Jr., Darlene 

Hann, Annie Bloomer, Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Medhus, Lois Wadsworth, June Piff 

 

In Loving Memory of Christine Gernant 

Given by….Barb Tillberg, Tom and Sue Seitz, Pete and Linda Davidson, Bonnie Casper, Margie Huls-
brink, Darlene Hann, Bob and Nadyne Stockecke, June Piff 
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We are looking for volunteers who are inter-

ested in joining the call committee and help 

us find the next pastor at Salem. If you are 

interested in possibly serving, please TEXT 

Steve Morford at 309/738-7032 

D.I.S.H. 

DISH if looking for donations to be included in 

the December delivery. We are hoping to make 

the Christmas delivery extra special. (We make 

between 25-30 goody bags.) Suggestions: Ac-

tivity books, chapstick, soup, crackers, and 

small packages of Kleenex, hand sanitizer, or 

lotion. Christmas/winter themed items would be 

especially nice! 

On All Saints Day, we remember all  those 

who have passed this year:  

Ruth Grimes 

Rev. Paul Wolff 

Marian Pope 

Dick Tillberg 

Audrey Skoglund 

Ann Robinson 

Rose Dahlstrom 

Joann DeJonghe 

Margaret Erickson 

Sunny Tedell 

Jank Dahlstrom 

Christine Gernant 

 

GIFT CARDS 

Salem is taking orders for Gift Cards again this 
year. Gift card ordering now thru Nov. 22. 
Email Nancy at nap@moorheadcpa.com and 
she will send you an order form via email 
Completed forms and money are mailed to 
church or dropped off – write “Scrip gift cards” 
on envelope and include your phone number. 
The expected return date starts Dec 3. 
Nancy will call or email to set up delivery dates/
locations 

Thanksgiving service will air on Wednesday No-

vember 25th on Youtube and facebook. Addition-

ally, we are looking into ways to keep up the tra-

dition of Salem’s Pie Fest. (possibly a drive thru, 

like the families do for Sunday school) Watch for 

more details!  

mailto:nap@moorheadcpa.com
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TRUNK OR TREAT 
  



November 2020 Page 11  

 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
Samantha Cramer 11/1 

Chad Wilburn 11/2 

Mitch Bergeson 11/4 

Nicholas Krantz 11/4 

Wayne Thompson 11/4 

Mark Sikes  11/05 

Sarah Fulkerson 11/8 

Pete Davidson 11/11 

Deborah Thompson 11/13 

Janet Bender  11/14 

Todd Bender  11/19 

Asta Gustafson 11/20 

Rebecca Wilburn 11/20 

Daniel Tollerud 11/21 

Harrison Gernant 11/22 

Gretel Hengst 11/22 

Wayne Anderson 11/23 

Nicole Lartz  11/24 

Dorothy Schourek 11/25 

Mary Bartman 11/27 

Linda Martinez 11/27 

Darren Staes  11/27 

Brinley Anselmi 11/28 

Barbara Craver 11/28 

Jackson Otten 11/29 

Catherine Anderson 11/30 

Jameson Clark 11/30 

Sally Krantz  11/30 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM  
2020 STATEMENTS OF FAITH AND CONFIRMATION VERSES 

Rebeca Lynn Cramer    

Being a baptized Child of God means I can always count on God to be there for me and my family. It means I 

can rely on God to help me through the tough times that I think I can’t go through. I will live out my faith as a 

confirmed member of the Church by going to church as often as I can and going to Sunday School through-

out high school and eventually helping out after I get too old to be in Sunday school. I will also help new and 

old members of the church just like members helped me. I am proud to be in the church community. I hope to 

keep the friends that I have made from church and hope to make more later on in life. 

Ephesians 4:32  Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. 

 

Joshua David Morrow 

Being baptized a child of God means that God loves 

me unconditionally and forgives my sins. In my daily 

life, I have guidance through the Bible and Ten com-

mandments.  Even if I sin, I know that I'll be forgiven. 

I live out my faith by continuing to go to church and 

being an active member of the congregation.  Being 

an active member of the congregation means invit-

ing friends to join us in worship, volunteering my 

time for church functions, and helping other mem-

bers of the congregation. 

1 Peter 5:7  Cast your cares upon the Lord, for he 
cares about you.   
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2020 CROP HUNGER WALK 
 

Salem Lutheran Church 
1724 15th Street 

Moline, IL  61265 

309-764-5614 

www.salemmoline.org 

  

Worship:  

Saturday 3pm youtube  

Sunday 10am  facebook 

   

Office Hours: by appoint-

ment due to the pandemic 

 

Thank you to everyone who 

participated in this year’s Crop 

Walk! We had a great year de-

spite it being virtual. Salem had 

a total of 25 walkers, (20 who 

walked together by the river 

and 5 who did it on their own) 

and we raised $710 to provide 

meals to individuals in our com-

munity and across our nation. 

Great work Salem! Salem is one 

of  22 teams in the Quad Cities. 

Combined they have reported 

bringing in almost $22,000. 

Teams are still sending in their 

donations. With that in mind, 

they will be accepting CROP 

donations through the end of 

November.  


