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SUCCESS!

BOLD DIY RESCUE FOR A 1941 COTTAGE
“I’m a crazy person”—that’s what I kept telling myself as I painted murals and 
stripped stubborn paint for weeks on end!  By Guerin Piercy, Charlotte, North Carolina

Paint—on the existing 
cabinets and as  

a mural—elevated  
the tired kitchen.  

far right The kitchen 
floor is an astonishing 

hack. The owner overlaid 
the old beige tiles with 
squares of automotive 

vinyl wrap, then painted 
each corner with star-
pattern flowers in the 

haystack color she used 
on the grout. 

during

before

during



left & above Inspired by 
artist Charlotte Terrelle, 
owner Guerin Piercy 
painted a fantasy woodland 
scene on the main wall in 
what had been a neglected 
kitchen—a dour room that 
had nearly stopped her 
from buying the house. 
Laminate countertops were 
replaced with butcher block. 
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“This is your diamond in the rough!” 
My brother sent me a picture of this house 
with those words in a text. The little 1941 
brick vernacular was in a great part of 
town and listed at a rock-bottom price. 
My husband (Brian Groh) and I were 
renters in Los Angeles for many years 
and had had enough of big-city living and 
small apartments.

My sister warned me against placing 
an offer before seeing the house in person. 

She and my brother flew me out on their 
miles. I stepped inside; the kitchen was so 
bad I thought, “What am I going to do?” 
The amount of time, work, and money 
that would be required to fix everything 
was overwhelming.

So I did what any other rational person 
would do: I made an offer.

The kitchen was the first order of 
business. I couldn’t bring myself to trash 
the original cabinets so we simply painted 

everything white and installed a new 
stove. My friend gave me some dark-green 
tile to use as a backsplash. It looked so 
good I decided to lean into the same green 
on the cabinets. The walls became my 
canvas and now depict woodland scenes. 
The room was finished when I covered 
the beige floor tiles with black automotive 
vinyl wrap and hand-painted the corners.

The bathroom’s original tile had been 
painted a baffling palette of blue with a 

C
O

U
R

TE
SY

 G
U

ER
IN

 P
IE

R
C

Y

before

before left & right The bedroom went 
through a couple of iterations 

before the owner found a striped 
fabric to cover the walls. Tutored 

by YouTube, Piercy applied the 
wall fabric with liquid starch. 

during

She created the headboard using plywood and foam padding.
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bright painter’s-tape blue on the base. I 
tried removing it with heat (did nothing) 
and a chemical stripper (too scary) before 
discovering Smart Stripper, which is 
alcohol-based. Every night I’d apply a 
patch and then in the morning go in with 
a scraper—and an audiobook.

Some of my first tries missed the mark. 
I painted the bedroom mustard but it 
wasn’t right. I’d purchased striped fabric 
for my hallway and tried it against a wall 
in the bedroom—and that’s where it went. 
(Honestly, I found fabric easier to apply 
than wallpaper.)

My living room started out in a 
traditional mid-century style but we 
never used it because it felt too formal. I 
took a staging class and that really helped. 
I sold the traditional stuff and bought a 
pretty velvet secondhand sofa, along  
with mid-century-style chairs and a new 
white wool rug.

I’m decorating my house according to 
the 1940s era and my budget. There is still 
much to do but Brian and I love our life 
here: making meals, watching TV in the 
living room, and relaxing in the backyard 
on the beautiful deck he built.

Story produced by Erika Kotite

FOR RESOURCES, SEE PAGE 87.

before

above Piercy researched British interiors of 
the 1940s with their color-rich wallpapers 
and transitional furnishings. She ended up 
pulling back on formality, swapping a loveseat 
and chair for a sleek couch and two open, mid-
century chairs. top right A foyer was created 
just inside the entry door. middle right In the 
dreary bathroom (before below), original pink 
and black tiles were discovered under dull blue 
paint. The vanity with a brass sink was a lucky 
find at ReStore. Piercy created the shower  
and window curtains from a duvet cover  
and its matching pillowcase. 

before

below The 1941 brick house was a bargain 
but needed lots of work. The owner was 
attracted by such cottage elements as the 
double front gables and shuttered windows.


