PLO(allocation Bucks MK LA discharge/contact with child in care/sub SO for CO application)(July 2026)


 In the Family Court				Case no. [Insert]	
sitting at Milton Keynes



The Children Act 1989


[bookmark: _Hlk506649940]The child(ren)
[Name]	[boy/girl]				dob: dd/mm/yy
[Name]	[boy/girl]				dob dd/mm/yy

DIRECTIONS ON ISSUE AND ALLOCATION ORDER MADE BY
[NAME OF JUDGE] ON [DATE]

The parties
1. The applicant is Choose an authority. which has made an application made on [date] [to discharge the child(ren)’s care order(s)/for Contact with a child(ren) in Care/to substitute a supervision order in place of a Care Order] [insert alternative application (or delete)]

2. The 1st Respondent is [Mother]

3. The 2nd Respondent is [Father]

4. The 3rd Respondent is the child by their Children’s Guardian


Right to apply
As these directions have been made without a hearing you may ask the court to reconsider this order.  You must do that within seven days of receiving this order by writing to the court (and notifying any other party) and asking the court to reconsider.  Alternatively, the court may reconsider the directions at the first hearing.

Confidentiality warning
The names of the family and the child are not to be disclosed in public without the permission of the court.

THE COURT ORDERS

Allocation
5. The proceedings are allocated for case management to Click and identify tier.  

Appointment of guardian
6. A Children’s Guardian must be appointed for the child (the previously appointed guardian if available).

Service of the application and documents
7. The applicant Local Authority must by 4.00pm on [Click to enter date – day 2] serve on the Respondents (and Child’s solicitor when appointed) the application form, documents filed with the court, a copy of this order and, if not already filed a statement setting out the evidence in support of the application. Leave to serve these documents by email by the Local Authority’s legal department. 

8. [FPL cases – most represented s34/s39 applications will now be made on FPL] In respect of ongoing service:-

a. References to ‘Filing’ and/or ‘Serving’ documents refers to uploading them to the Public Law Online Platform
b. Until and unless the unrepresented respondent(s) appoint solicitors, documents are to be served upon those respondents by email. 
c. Until and unless the unrepresented respondent(s) appoints solicitors, documents filed by those respondents are to be uploaded to the platform on their behalf by the Local Authority. 

Local Authority statement in response

9. The Respondents must by 4.00pm on [date] file and serve;

a.  a statement in response the Local Authority’s application 

Previous Proceedings papers

10. The parties in these proceedings being the same as in the original proceedings, the Local Authority shall produce by 4.00pm on [date] an index to the previous proceedings. The parties shall agree a list of documents to be disclosed into these proceedings by [insert date – 12 working days before the Final Hearing/CMH]. If a party does not contribute to the list of documents they will be taken to have agreed with the other parties’ proposals. Any dispute to be determined by the Court.

Participation directions

11. [bookmark: _Hlk512085529]If any adult respondent cannot finance travel to court, any reasonable travel expenses incurred are a necessary and reasonable disbursement on that party’s public funding certificate.

12. Any party who considers that specific measures need to be taken to enable a party or witness to understand the proceedings and their role in them when in court, put their views to the court, instruct their representatives before, during, and after the hearing or attend the hearing without significant distress should file an application notice and include the following information as far as practicable:
a. why the party or witness would benefit from assistance;
b. the measure or measures that would be likely to maximise as far as practicable the quality of their evidence or participation and why;
c. written confirmation from any relevant witness of his/her views.


Court Hearings
13. [bookmark: _Hlk34122691][bookmark: _Hlk49250375][bookmark: _Hlk34122915]The case is listed for a Final hearing/Case Management Hearing at click to enter address. on [date of hearing] at [time]  allowing [time estimate].  The parties and their legal representatives must attend court 1 hour beforehand for pre-hearing discussions.  If it appears to the Court that the matter be suitable for determination at this hearing, the Court may (without further order) re-designate the hearing as an Issues Resolution Hearing / Early Final Hearing at the outset of the hearing, may treat the parties’ evidence as their final evidence, may take oral evidence and may make final orders.


Experts
14. Any party intending to seek permission to instruct an expert must give notice of such application no later than than [4 working days before CMH] and must comply with the requirements of FPR 25 and PD 25C.

Advocates’ meeting
15. The Children’s Solicitor must arrange an advocates’ meeting for no later than [3 working days before CMH]. All advocates’ meetings must be attended by the advocates who will appear at the hearing to which it relates or any subsequent fact-finding or final hearing if different.

Case summary, draft order
16. The Applicant Local Authority must by 11.00am on [2 working days before CMH] send to the allocated judge and to the parties;

a. a case summary
b. a position statement
c. a draft order

Children’s Guardian’s analysis
17. The Children’s Guardian must by 11.00am on [date] – 5 working days before Final Hearing/CMH] send a case analysis to the court and to the other parties. 

Bundles 
18. The Local Authority must lodge an agreed and paginated bundle to comply with PD 27A.


[bookmark: _Hlk506110871]Compliance warnings
All parties must immediately inform the allocated judge as soon as they become aware that any direction given by the court cannot be complied with and to seek in advance an extension of time to comply.

In the event that a party fails to comply with directions and/or fails to attend any hearing the court may make final orders including care orders and placement orders at that hearing.

Dated Issue date.



2

image1.png




oleObject1.bin
[image: image1.png]






