Adoption Celebrations

This note is for people attending adoption ceremonies in Milton Keynes Family Court.

Confirmation by you of your attendance

We have had some experience of non attendance at celebration hearings which requires us to adopt a new procedure for the adoptors to confirm, not later than 7 days before the hearing, that they will be attending.  This should be done by email to family.miltonkeynes.countycourt@justice.gov.uk .  Please also confirm the names of all people who will attend.  If no email confirmation is received then the appointment will be cancelled. 

On the Day

The celebration hearing will be held in a courtroom but is private so that nobody other than your guests, social workers who you know and a member of the court staff will be present.  You are welcome to bring family and friends.  The hearing will take place outside the usual court sitting hours (often at 9.45am) but there will be other court users in the building.  A room will be set aside for you use before the hearing.

You will be invited into the courtroom and when the judge enters the court it is customary to stand.  The judge will be robed and wigged.  The judge will then conduct the hearing which will include the presentation of a small gift.  A certificate will often be signed and either given to you laminated on the day to take away or, if you prefer to have a photograph on the certificate, it will be sent to you subsequently.

You will have an opportunity to take photographs on the judge’s bench.  If you would like to have one of the photographs on the Adoption Certificate you should email the photograph to family.miltonkeynes.countycourt@justice.gov.uk .  The laminated certificate (with photo) will then be posted to you

Confidentiality

[bookmark: _GoBack]It is important that you and your guests recognise that the hearing and indeed every aspect of the adoption process is highly confidential.  The hearing is not to be recorded in any way and specific care must be taken not to publicise the event / adoption, particularly on social media.  No photographs of the hearing (or the certificate) should be posted on social media.


His Honour Judge Patrick Perusko
Designated Family Judge for Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes
September 2021



