SDO EPO (allocation MK Bucks)(July 2026)


 In the Family Court			Case no. 
sitting at Milton Keynes



The Children Act 1989

[bookmark: _Hlk506649940]The child
[Name of child]	[Girl] / [Boy]	[dob dd/mm/yy]


STANDARD DIRECTIONS ON ISSUE AND ALLOCATION ORDER ON THE APPLICATION FOR AN EMERGENCY PROTECTION ORDER MADE BY [NAME OF JUDGE OR LEGAL ADVISOR] ON [DATE]


Important Notices

(a) A copy of this order must be provided to the parties at the start of this case.  The terms of it must be explained to all represented parties by their solicitor, including the consequences of non-compliance.

(b) This case is proceeding on the FPL Portal.  This means that where the court has directed that a document is “filed”, this must be uploaded onto the portal, and not emailed to the court.  Likewise, where a document is to be ‘served’ it must be uploaded to the portal.

(c) The names of the family and the child[ren] are not to be disclosed in public without the permission of the court.

(d) WARNING: FAILURE TO COMPLY MAY RESULT IN THE CASE BEING LISTED FOR A COMPLIANCE HEARING WITH WASTED COSTS ORDERED

The parties
1. The applicant is 
The first respondent is [name], the [relationship to child]
The second respondent is [name], the [relationship to child]

THE COURT ORDERS

Allocation
2. The proceedings are allocated for case management to [Judge].  

Appointment of guardian
3. A children’s guardian must be appointed for the child[ren] immediately.

Jurisdiction
4. The court declares it is satisfied it has jurisdiction in relation to the child[ren] based on habitual residence.	

Service of the application and documents
5. Time for service is shortened pursuant to PD12C, paragraph 2.2. The local authority must by [time] on [date] serve by any achievable lawful means on, or give access on FPL to, all parties all documents, including: the application form, annex documents filed with the court, and any documents sent later on. 


Court Hearings
6. [bookmark: _Hlk34122691][bookmark: _Hlk34122915]The case is listed for the hearing of the application for an Emergency Protection Order at the Family Court sitting at [address] on [date of hearing] at [time] before [insert] allowing [time estimate].  The parties and their legal representatives must attend court one hour before the hearing for pre-hearing discussions.

Travel to Court 
7. If any adult respondent cannot finance travel to court, any reasonable travel expenses incurred are a necessary and reasonable disbursement on that party’s public funding certificate.

Participation directions
8. Any party who considers that specific measures need to be taken to enable a party or witness to understand the proceedings and their role in them when in court, put their views to the court, instruct their representatives before, during, and after the hearing or attend the hearing without significant distress should make the Court aware as soon as possible (in writing, if achievable) and include the following information as far as practicable:
a. why the party or witness would benefit from assistance;
b. the measure or measures that would be likely to maximise as far as practicable the quality of their evidence or participation and why;
c. written confirmation from any relevant witness of his/her views.

Bundles 
9. The local authority must lodge a paginated bundle to comply with PD 27A by [time] on [date].




[bookmark: _Hlk506110871]Compliance warnings
All parties must immediately inform the allocated judge as soon as they become aware that any direction given by the court cannot be complied with and to seek in advance an extension of time to comply.

In the event that a party fails to comply with directions and/or fails to attend any hearing the court may make final orders including care orders and placement orders at that hearing.

Dated [date]

ANNEX - ADDITIONAL ORDERS – to be inserted in the main order if required (delete if not required)


Remote hearing
10. The hearing listed at paragraph 7 shall be conducted remotely by Microsoft Teams and the following directions apply;
a. The local authority shall set up the remote hearing to include sending invitations to the participants, including the judge) not later than 1 hour before the hearing, and
b. All participants (but particularly parents and advocates) must join the hearing by video.  If a parent is not able to join the hearing by video from a device which they have, or which has been provided by their solicitor, the local authority shall make suitable arrangements to ensure that the parent is able to participate by video, and
c. The parents’ solicitors shall use best endeavours to ensure that the device is tested and the parent is able to operate it, and
d. No party shall record the hearing without the permission of the judge, and
e. Any person attending the hearing must ensure that no person is listening to or viewing the remote hearing, and

Interpreter/translation
11. The court must arrange an interpreter for the hearing listed in paragraph 7 above in the following language[s] (and dialect if necessary): [language(s)/dialect].


Attendance in person of mothers within the post-partum period

12. The following participation directions shall apply to Respondent Mothers post-partum:

a. Mothers who have either; given birth within 10-days of the hearing, are less than 6-weeks post-partum following a c-section delivery or who remain subject to a hospital admission following delivery, shall be automatically offered the option of attending the hearing remotely. 
b. If an applicable mother wishes to attend remotely the local authority shall ensure the following:
i. The mother has an appropriate device to access the hearing remotely. 
ii. The mother can participate in the hearing and any pre-hearing discussions or conference with her legal representative, from a private area with a secure wifi connection. 
iii. Arrangements for the care of the baby during the hearing are discussed with the parents in advance of the hearing and appropriate support is put in place. 
c. Any other requests for the mother to attend remotely shall be subject to an application to the court. 

Production order
13. A separate production order is made.
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