
 



In the Family Court sitting at Milton Keynes      	Case No Click here to enter text.	

Choose an item.

[bookmark: _Hlk506649940]The child[ren]
[Name of child]	[Girl] / [Boy]	[dob dd/mm/yy]
[Name of child]	[Girl] / [Boy]	[dob dd/mm/yy]

[DRAFT] Case Management Order no [sequential number in these proceedings] made on Click here to enter a date.
Timetable week number:
(Name of Judge / Lay Justices)

The parties
1. The applicant is Choose an authority. represented at this hearing by [name and email] instructed by [name and email]
2. The first respondent is [name], the [relationship to child] represented at this hearing by [name and email] instructed by [name and email]
3. The second respondent is [name], the [relationship to child] represented at this hearing by [name and              email] instructed by [name and email]

Important notices

(a) Confidentiality warning
[bookmark: _Toc118144446]Confidentiality warnings
Until the conclusion of the proceedings no person shall publish to the public at large or any section of the public without the court’s permission any material which is intended or likely to identify the child[ren] as being involved in these proceedings or an address or school as being that of the child[ren]. Any person who does so is guilty of an offence.

Further, during the proceedings or after they have concluded no person shall publish information related to the proceedings including accounts of what has gone on in front of the judge, documents filed in the proceedings, transcripts or notes of evidence and submissions, and transcripts and notes of judgments (including extracts, quotations, or summaries of such documents). Any person who does so may be in contempt of court. 

Information related to the proceedings must not be communicated to any person other than as allowed by Rules 12.73 or 12.75 or Practice Direction 12G of the Family Procedure Rules 2010.

(b) Compliance warnings
All parties must immediately inform the allocated judge as soon as they become aware that any direction given by the court cannot be complied with and to seek in advance an extension of time to comply.

In the event that a party fails to comply with directions and/or fails to attend any hearing without good reason the court may make final orders including care orders and placement orders at that hearing.


1. THE CHILD(REN) ARE LIVING WITH
[Name(s)       ] [**Choose an item.]

2. ALLOCATION
The proceedings are today reallocated/continue to be allocated to /HHJ [sitting as a s.9 judge][name]/District Judge [name] /the legal advisor (name) and lay justices

3. THE APPLICATION(S)
a) The local authority has applied for a care order/supervision order [specify]
b) [other applications]


4. TODAY’S HEARING
a) Today’s case was listed for: [**Choose an item.]
b) Today’s hearing has been Choose an item. The main reason why the hearing has been adjourned/re-listed is: [**Choose an item.]

5. THE TIMETABLE FOR THE PROCEEDINGS
The timetable for the proceedings to complete is no later than 26 weeks and must be concluded by Click here to enter a date.  [or]
a) The proceedings cannot be completed within 26 weeks, but are to be completed within [    ] weeks or by Click here to enter a date. for the following reason – [complete (i) or (ii) or (iii) and delete the others] 

b) AND in each of the above cases, the impact on the welfare of the children of extending the proceedings is [state impact		]

The next hearing is a [**Choose an item.] on Click here to enter a date. at [time] at the Family Court sitting at click to enter address. with a time estimate of [		]

6. THRESHOLD
The s.31 threshold for the making of orders is agreed/in dispute/in dispute subject to concessions which have been made. [the threshold agreement/the threshold concessions is/are annexed to this order].

7. THE KEY ISSUES IN THE CASE ARE
a) [e.g. What significant harm has the child suffered or been at risk of suffering?]
b) [e.g. What are the identified welfare needs of the child?]
c) [e.g. Does either the mother or the father have the capability to meet the child’s needs?]

8. THE PARTIES’ POSITIONS
a) [e.g. The local authority maintains ………….]
b) [e.g. The mother maintains…………..]
c) [e.g. The father maintains…………]
d) [e.g. The children's guardian maintains ……..]

9. IDENTIFICATION OF PERSON(S) TO BE ASSESSED AS POTENTIAL ALTERNATIVE CARER(S)
a) The parents have identified all family members they wish to be assessed and the court has explained to them that any persons identified by them in the future may not be assessed due to the delay not being consistent with the timetable for the child.
b) The person(s) identified by the mother are [name(s)]
c) The person(s) identified by the father are [name(s)]
d) The local authority has conducted it’s own enquiries of the extended family based on the information it has and has concluded that there are no other potential carers for the child(ren)

RECITALS

10. JURISDICTION
a) The court is satisfied that it has jurisdiction in relation to the child/ren [give reasons, eg. based on habitual residence] [and/or]
b) There is an issue as to jurisdiction in respect of the children and consideration needs to be given to this issue [and the application of Council Regulation (EC) No 2201/2003 (Brussels 2 Revised)] to these proceedings by the parties as a matter of urgency; and 
c) The local authority shall liaise with the [identify country] consular authority in England and Wales or other competent authority in [name of foreign state] in relation to the proceedings or make a request to the Central Authority of [identify country] for such information as may be relevant to determine issues of jurisdiction.


THE COURT ORDERS

11. INTERIM CARE/SUPERVISION ORDER(S)

In the interim, [Name of child/ren] is/are placed in the care of /placed under the supervision of Choose an item. until [eg the finalisation of the proceedings or further order].


12. EXPERTS
a) An application Choose an item. today made for the instruction of an expert and the application Choose an item. granted.
b) The type of expert whose instruction was Choose an item. by the court [is** Choose an item.] 
c) The report of an expert is necessary to assist the court to resolve the proceedings because [specify reason] and the impact on the welfare of the child is [describe impact]
d) The following directions apply to the instruction of the expert;
i) The [guardian’s/             ] solicitor shall be the lead solicitor
ii) An agreed letter of instruction (approved by the court today) shall be sent to the expert by 4:00pm on Click here to enter a date.
iii) The expert has permission to see the case papers [and child/ren] for the purposes of the report
iv) Questions of the expert must be dealt with in accordance with FPR rule 25.10
v) The report shall be filed and served by 4:00pm on Click here to enter a date.
vi) In the event that any party has questions of the expert such questions be asked in writing not later than 10 days after the receipt of the report and answered not later than 7 days after receipt
vii) In the event that there is any breach of this timetable the child’s solicitor / local authority solicitor shall inform the court forthwith and shall jointly consider how best to deal with the breach so as to ensure that the timetable for the proceedings is met
viii) The cost of the report shall not exceed [£              ] in total including VAT and disbursement and shall be shared between [                              ].  The court certifies for the purposes of the Legal Aid Agency that the proportion of the costs to be borne by the publicly funded parties is an appropriate and reasonable disbursement on their respective certificates and the report is necessary for the court to determine the issues in the case
ix) The letter of instruction shall require the expert to book in his / her diary the first day of the final hearing if this has been listed in order to attend court to give evidence if required.
x) No expert shall attend court to give oral evidence without permission from the court at the IRH or other hearing.  The court will need to be satisfied that it is necessary and in accordance with the overriding objective for an expert to attend to give oral evidence and will have expected written questions of the expert in accordance with this order. 

(WHERE THE EXPERT IS OUTSIDE LAA RATES OR HOURS) IN ADDITION TO THE ABOVE
0. THE COURT IS OF THE VIEW THAT THE FACTS OF THE CASE ARE EXCEPTIONAL, AS DEFINED IN PARAGRAPH 2(2) OF SCHEDULE 5 OF THE REGULATIONS, AND THE EXPERTS INSTRUCTED ARE ESSENTIAL TO ENABLE A FAIR AND JUST CONCLUSION OF THE PROCEEDINGS BECAUSE:
0. [INSERT JUDGE’S REASONS].
0. COMPLEXITY OF MATERIAL JUSTIFIES APPOINTMENT OF A SENIOR EXPERT.
0. MATERIAL OF SPECIALISED AND UNUSUAL NATURE.
0. [INSERT CONFIRMATION OF NUMBER OF EXPERTS APPROACHED AND REASONS WHY THAT EXPERT SHOULD BE APPOINTED].

OR

The solicitor for Mother/Father shall file and serve by 4pm on Click here to enter a date. a [eg 6-month MOCCA-B and ETG/FAEE alcohol Hair Strand Testing of Mother/Father, segmented into monthly sections], [together with PEth blood alcohol testing]. The costs of the testing are to be shared equally between the parties (XX shares). The Court certifies for the purposes of the Legal Aid Agency that the proportion of the costs to be borne by the publicly funded parties is an appropriate and reasonable disbursement on their respective certificates.

WARNING TO MOTHER/FATHER – The Mother/Father must not cut their hair shorter than 6cm and must not dye, bleach or chemically treat their hair until hair samples are taken.  If he/she does so the court may draw adverse inferences from their conduct.

OTHER ORDERS

Alternative carer assessment

14)	The local authority shall, by 12 noon on Click here to enter a date. file and serve viability assessments of the following
 
In the event that the viability assessment(s) is/are positive the following directions shall apply;
a) The local authority shall file and serve full assessments (Special Guardianship, kinship or otherwise) by Click here to enter a date.
b) the local authority has agreed and shall fund a one off session of legal advice (at legal aid rates) for one potential carer (or joint carers) for consideration of the legal basis upon which they seek to care for the child(ren) (for example as foster carers or Special Guardians), and
c) the local authority shall arrange for any proposed Special Guardian to attend the IRH/EFH and any final hearing listed and the proposed special guardian must be sent a copy of the care plans for the child/ren when they are filed at court and served on the parties. 

In the event that the viability or full assessments are negative the local authority shall forthwith on completion of the assessment write to the person assessed with a copy of the assessment and explaining that in the event that the person challenges the assessment they must;
i) inform the local authority in writing within 7 days that they dispute the factual assertions of the assessment and/or its conclusions, and
ii) attend the next court hearing which is to be specified in the letter, and
iii) take legal advice as soon as possible
The letter from the local authority must be filed and served within 7 days of being written and must be included in the court bundle.

Parents’ initial statement

15)	The parents must, no later than 4pm on Click here to enter a date. send to the court and to the other parties their statements dealing with [specify].

16) If the parents fail to respond [to the schedule of findings in support of the threshold criteria], the court may proceed to consider [at the next hearing] / [at the IRH] / [at the final hearing] whether the section 31(2) Children Act 1989 threshold criteria are established by reference to the written evidence filed by the local authority.


Parenting assessment by the local authority

16)	The local authority must undertake a parenting assessment [PAMS/ParentAssess] of [name] [as joint and as sole carers] and must file the assessment report by no later than 4.00pm on Click here to enter a date.

In the event that the parent does not engage, only partially engages or withdraws from the assessment, the assessor must complete their assessment by the specified date on the basis of the work they have undertaken by that date.  If a parent does not engage fully without a good reason, there is a real risk that they will not be given a further opportunity to be assessed. The lead solicitor for the assessment must inform the allocated Judge that the parent has failed to engage, with a proposed revised timetable for bringing forward filing dates. 

[If the appointment dates are known at the CMH, it will be inserted into the order.]


Final evidence

17)	The local authority shall, by 4pm on Click here to enter a date. file and serve its final evidence and care plan(s) and if so advised a final threshold document/proposed composite threshold document.

18)	The Mother and father shall, by 4pm on Click here to enter a date. file and serve their final witness statements and response to the local authority final evidence.

19)	The Child(ren)s Guardian shall file and serve a final report and analysis by 4pm on Click here to enter a date.

Agency Decision Maker

20) 	The local authority shall forthwith inform the Agency Decision Maker of the timetable set out in this order and ensure that all necessary paperwork is before the ADM so that the timetable for the filing and service of the care plan(s), final evidence and the issue of any placement proceedings set out below is complied with.

Placement application directions

21)	In the event that the local authority intends to apply for a Placement Order(s), the following directions shall apply;
a. The application for a placement order (with Annex B report or child permanence report and statement of facts) shall be issued by Click here to enter a date.
b. The application be listed for final hearing at the same time as the application for a care order
c. The application and Statement of Facts shall be served by Click here to enter a date.
d. The mother and father shall file their statements in response which may be contained within their final evidence as directed above by Click here to enter a date.
e. The Child(ren)’s Guardian shall file his/her report, analysis and recommendations (which may be a combined report with the care application) by Click here to enter a date.

[bookmark: _Toc225434946]Disclosure to the police / CPS

22)	The local authority may disclose to [police force] [and the CPS] [and to defence solicitors] for use in relation to the current criminal investigation or proceedings the following documents: [insert]

Advocates meetings

23)	Not later than Click here to enter a date.4pm two working days before each hearing (including the IRH), the solicitor for the child shall arrange and convene an advocates meeting at which all the issues set out in the revised PLO must be comprehensively discussed.  Those issues must include an agreed witness template and, as appropriate, agreement as to threshold. So far as possible, the AVM must be attended by the advocates who will be attending the IRH. 

Issues Resolutions Hearing/Early Final Hearing

24)	All parties shall, not later than Click here to enter a date. file and serve detailed position statements setting out the issues remaining and their position in respect of those outstanding issues, including (but not limited to);
a. What outstanding threshold issues remain (the court expecting those issues to have been resolved / narrowed)
b. A witness template for the final hearing if the version filed by the local authority is no agreed. 

c. All position statements shall be filed with the court by uploading the document on the online FPL platform (FPL) and not emailed directly to the court save with the express permission of the allocated Judge. 

25)	The local authority shall by no later than by 11am on the working day prior to the hearing on Click here to enter a date. file and serve a draft Case Management order and fully completed witness template.

26)	The IRH / Early Final Hearing is listed on Click here to enter a date. At [time] at the Family Court sitting at click to enter address. Before          t/e 2/3 hours.  The parties and their advocates shall attend court by no later than [time] for further pre hearing discussion and negotiation.

27)	The parents must attend the IRH / Early Final Hearing.  If the parents fail to attend the [IRH/EFH] [or] [final] hearing without good reason the court may make final orders including care [and placement] orders in their absence.


28)	The children’s guardian must attend this hearing unless they have she has a prior professional commitment and has been excused at the time the IRH is fixed.

29)	The local authority shall by 12 noon on Click here to enter a date. File with the court an agreed and paginated bundle (or alternatively before Lay Justices where required [5 copies]) prepared in accordance with FPR PD27A together with any required witness bundles.  

30)	The final hearing is listed on Click here to enter a date. At [time] at the Family Court sitting at click to enter address. OR [ FOD after Click here to enter a date. And no later than Click here to enter a date.].  The time estimate for the final hearing is [             ] days.  The parents must attend the hearing.  The parties and their advocates shall attend court by no later than [time] for further pre hearing discussion and negotiation on the first day of the trial.  

Interpreters/Intermediaries 

31)	The court office shall forthwith request a report from Communicourt to undertake an assessment of [name] and in particular advise the court and the parties of any need for measures to be taken to ensure that [name] can participate in the proceedings.  In the event that a particular recommendation is made, for example the use of an intermediary, the court office shall arrange for an intermediary to attend the hearing on Click here to enter a date.

32)	The court office shall arrange the attendance of an (confirm language) interpreter at the hearing on  for the mother / father.

33)	The local authority shall, by [insert date] file with the court by uploading onto the FPL  a completed EX660 for the court’s approval which is then to be dispatched to the Home Office via FPL.  The Home Office is requested to respond by[insert date]. 








FAS RECITALS

The Court noting the following provisions for the purposes of FAS:

	Hearing Before
	Insert

	Hearing Date
	Insert

	Court Type
	Insert

	Type of Hearing
	Insert

	Bundle
	Insert

	Pre hearing discussions began at
	Insert

	Start time of the hearing
	Insert

	End of time of hearing (to include time to agree order)
	Insert

	Number of hearing units claimed
	Insert

	Relevant Bolt Ons:
	Insert






Court address for filing/communication: The Public Law Online Platform, as per the directions on issue. 
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Template Case Management Order for first CMH(CMO) Milton Keynes (July 2026) – to be used for first case management hearing
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