
ASME P-Numbers 
 
ASME P numbers, also known as P-No, are a system of grouping base metals for welding 
procedures and qualifications. The American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) has 
developed this system to simplify the standardization of welding procedures and provide a 
better understanding of the properties of base metals. 
 
The P number system categorizes different materials based on similar welding 
characteristics, allowing welders to easily identify the appropriate welding processes, 
including the appropriate filler metals and welding procedures. 
 
This system is particularly crucial in industries such as oil and gas, petrochemical, and 
power generation, where welding different materials is a common practice. 
 
Each P number is associated with specific groups of materials. For instance, P-No. 1 
includes carbon and low alloy steels, while P-No. 8 includes stainless steels. These 
numbers provide a quick reference to identify the group of materials being welded. 
 
Understanding ASME P numbers is essential for welders, engineers, and anyone involved 
in welding operations or inspections. This knowledge ensures that welding procedures are 
performed with the right materials, reducing the risk of defects and ensuring the overall 
quality and integrity of welded structures. 
 
In summary, ASME P numbers play a crucial role in simplifying the identification and 
selection of appropriate materials for welding operations. By providing a standardized 
system for grouping base metals, it contributes to the overall quality and safety of welded 
structures in various industries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


