How to Read a Tape Measure: A
Simple Guide

A tape measure is an essential tool to become familiar with in the welding industry.

Parts of a Tape Measure

Before we dive into how to read a tape measure, let's take a look at the parts you'll
commonly find:

Blade: The long, flexible strip that has the measurement markings.

Hook: The metal end that measures from either the inside or the outside edge.
Lock: A button that locks the tape in place to keep your measurements steady.
Housing: The casing that holds the rolled-up blade.

rON =

Understanding the Markings

Most tape measures are marked in both inches and feet. Here’s how to understand the
different markings:

Inches

1. Whole Inches: The largest numbers represent whole inches (1, 2, 3, etc.).

2. Half Inches: The marking halfway between each whole inch is typically marked
with a longer line and is labeled with a “1/2" (e.g., 1 1/2 inches).

3. Quarter Inches: Each inch is divided into four parts. These quarter-inch marks are
smaller lines between the whole and half-inch marks, labeled “1/4” and “3/4".

4. Eighth Inches: Some tapes will also show eighth-inch increments. These are
even smaller lines between the quarter-inch marks.

5. Sixteenth Inches: The smallest lines along the tape measure. There is 16 total
marks within an inch.

Feet

o Every 12 inches equals 1 foot. For larger measurements, you'll see the foot
marking (1, 2, 3, etc.) at every foot, often indicated by an apostrophe (for
example, 1' for one foot).



Diagram illustrates the markings between 7 inches and 8 inches on a standard tape measure.
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Steps to Measure

1. Extend the Tape

Pull out the tape measure to the desired length. Use the lock feature to hold the
measurement steady if needed.

2. Place the Hook

Make sure the hook of the tape is flush against the object or wall you’re measuring. This
is important because the hook accounts for its thickness.

3. Read the Measurement

Look directly above the hook where the blade meets the object.

o If the mark falls on a whole inch, that’s your measurement.
o Ifit falls between marks, see if it's a half, quarter, or eighth to get the exact size.

Example:

If the hook is at the 5-inch mark and the tape reads just past the third quarter mark, you
are measuring approximately 5 3/4 inches.

4. Record the Measurement

It's a good idea to write down your measurements to avoid forgetting them when you're
ready to use them!

Tips for Accurate Measurements

o Avoid Parallax: Look directly at the measurement mark to avoid parallax error,
which happens when you view the measurement from an angle.

o Keep the Tape Straight: Don't let the tape curve or bend while measuring, as this
can lead to inaccurate readings.

o Double-check: If you're unsure, measure twice to ensure accuracy.



