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The Cherry Creek Project Water Authority (CCPWA) is a Colorado Title 29 Authority formed in 2005 
through intergovernmental agreement between the Inverness Water and Sanitation District, the Pinery 
Water and Wastewater District, the Arapahoe County Water and Wastewater Authority, and the 
Cottonwood Water and Sanitation District. The Authority was formed in order to purchase and develop 
water supplies for these four entities from the upper Cherry Creek Basin. The Authority purchased surface 
water and ground water rights, and property intended for reservoir construction from Western Water 
Company, a privately held water company. The Authority then purchased additional senior surface water 
and alluvial rights and deep groundwater in upper Cherry Creek. The Authority then developed a Master 
Plan and used the plan as a basis for a water rights application for these rights and an augmentation plan 
to utilize this water. The plan was decreed as 10CW318 in 2015. The Authority is now implementing the 
plan by constructing facilities   
 
This grant request is for the construction of Walker Reservoir, a 1,000 acre-foot reservoir located directly 
adjacent to Cherry Creek near Franktown, Colorado. There is currently an abandoned gravel pit at this 
location which contains alluvial ground water fed by Cherry Creek. CCPWA plans to expand the volume 
of this gravel pit and seal the pit from Cherry Creek with a concrete slurry wall.  
 
This project is intended to maximize the development of surface water supplies it currently owns. This 
project will allow for storage of up to 2,000 acre feet per year which is the decreed annual storage 
volume with fill and refill. Senior and junior surface water rights will be diverted when they are in 
priority, with the annual yield firmed by using deep ground water rights. The deep groundwater utilized 
for firming each year as necessary, is a small 
percentage of the total decreed ground water. Water 
will be released from the reservoir to Cherry Creek 
and captured by Authority members downstream 
through existing infrastructure or traded. 
 
The project aligns with the Water Plans measurable 
goal of attaining 400,000 AF of water storage by 2050 
by developing new storage in the South Platte basin. 
 
Funding Recommendation: Staff is recommending 
approval of the full request of $1,000,000 from the 
Storage and Supply category. This is approximately 6% 
of the project costs. The remainder of the project 
will be funded by Authority members.  

  D E T A I L S 
Total Project Cost: $15,500,000 
Water Plan Grant Request: $1,000,000 
Recommended Amount: $1,000,000 
Other CWCB Funding: $0 
Other Funding Amount:               $0 
Applicant Match: $14,500,000 

Project Type(s):                        Construction  
Project Category(Categories): Storage &  Supply 

Measurable Result: 1,000 acre-feet new storage  
L O C A T I O N 

County/Counties:  Douglas 
Drainage Basin: South Platte 

Lat: 39.400867 
Long: -104.7659167 
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Colorado Water Conservation Board 

Water Plan Grant Application 

Instructions 
To receive funding for a Water Plan Grant, applicant must demonstrate how the project, activity, or 
process (collectively referred to as “project”) funded by the CWCB will help meet the measurable 
objectives and critical actions in the Water Plan. Grant guidelines are available on the CWCB website. 

If you have questions, please contact CWCB at (303) 866-3441 or email the following staff to assist you 
with applications in the following areas: 

Water Storage Projects Anna.Mauss@state.co.us 
Conservation, Land Use Planning Kevin.Reidy@state.co.us 
Engagement & Innovation Activities Ben.Wade@state.co.us 
Agricultural Projects Alexander.Funk@state.co.us 
Environmental & Recreation 
Projects 

Chris.Sturm@state.co.us 

FINAL SUBMISSION: Submit all application materials in one email to 
waterplan.grants@state.co.us 
in the original file formats [Application (word); Statement of Work (word); Budget/Schedule 
(excel)]. Please do not combine documents. In the subject line, please include the funding 
category and name of the project. 

Water Project Summary 

Name of Applicant Cherry Creek Project Water Authority 

Name of Water Project Walker Reservoir 

CWP Grant Request Amount $ 1,000,000 

Other Funding Sources $ 

Other Funding Sources $ 

Other Funding Sources $ 

Applicant Funding Contribution $ 14,500,000 

Total Project Cost $ 15,500,000 

mailto:waterplan.grants@state.co.us
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Applicant & Grantee Information 
Name of Grantee(s) Cherry Creek Project Water Authority 

Mailing Address  188 Inverness Drive West, Suite 150, Englewood, CO 80112 

FEIN 32-0166345

Organization Contact 

Position/Title   Richard Krulish, Executive Director 

Email        RKrulish@pinerywater.com 

Phone       303-841-2797 

Grant Management Contact 

Position/Title   Kelly Conover, Administrator 

Email         kelly@mulhernmre.com 

Phone       303-649-9857 
Name of Applicant 
(if different than grantee) 

Mailing Address 

Position/Title 

Email 

Phone 

Description of  Grantee/Applicant 
Provide a brief description of the grantee’s organization (100 words or less). 

The Cherry Creek Project Water Authority (“CCPWA”) is a Colorado Title 29 Authority formed in 
2005 through intergovernmental agreement between the Inverness Water and Sanitation District, 
the Pinery Water and Wastewater District, the Arapahoe County Water and Wastewater Authority, 
and the Cottonwood Water and Sanitation District.  The Authority was formed in 2005 in order to 
purchase and develop water supplies for these four entities from the upper Cherry Creek Basin.  
The Authority purchased surface water and ground water rights, and property intended for reservoir 
construction from Western Water Company, a privately held water company. 

Following purchase of the water rights, the Authority purchased additional senior surface water and 
alluvial rights and deep groundwater in upper Cherry Creek.  The Authority then developed a Master 
Plan and used the plan as a basis for a water rights application for these rights and an augmentation 
plan to utilize this water.  The plan was decreed as 10CW318 in 2015.  The Authority is now 
implementing the plan by constructing facilities. 
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Type of Eligible Entity (check one) 

 
Public (Government): Municipalities, enterprises, counties, and State of Colorado agencies.  
Federal agencies are encouraged to work with local entities. Federal agencies are eligible, but 
only if they can make a compelling case for why a local partner cannot be the grant recipient. 

x Public (Districts): Authorities, Title 32/special districts (conservancy, conservation, and irrigation 
districts), and water activity enterprises. 

 Private Incorporated: Mutual ditch companies, homeowners associations, corporations. 

 Private Individuals, Partnerships, and Sole Proprietors: Private parties may be eligible for 
funding. 

 Non-governmental organizations (NGO): Organization that is not part of the government and is 
non-profit in nature. 

 Covered Entity: As defined in Section 37-60-126 Colorado Revised Statutes. 
 

Type of Water Project (check all that apply) 
 Study 

x Construction 

 Identified Projects and Processes (IPP) 

 Other 
 

Category of Water Project (check  the primary category that applies and include 
relevant tasks) 

  
 

x 

Water Storage - Projects that facilitate the development of additional storage, artificial aquifer 
recharge, and dredging existing reservoirs to restore the reservoirs' full decreed capacity and 
Multi-beneficial projects and those projects identified in basin implementation plans to address 
the water supply and demand gap..  
Applicable Exhibit A Task(s): 
 

 
Conservation and Land Use Planning - Activities and projects that implement long-term 
strategies for conservation, land use, and drought planning.   
Applicable Exhibit A Task(s): 
 

 
Engagement & Innovation - Activities and projects that support water education, outreach, and 
innovation efforts. Please fill out the Supplemental Application on the website.  
Applicable Exhibit A Task(s): 
 

 
Agricultural - Projects that provide technical assistance and improve agricultural efficiency.  
Applicable Exhibit A Task(s): 
 

 
Environmental & Recreation - Projects that promote watershed health, environmental health, and 
recreation.  
Applicable Exhibit A Task(s): 
 

 Other Explain: 

http://cwcb.state.co.us/legal/Documents/Statutes/37-60-126.pdf
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Location of Water Project 
Please provide the general county and coordinates of the proposed project below in decimal degrees. 
The Applicant shall also provide, in Exhibit C, a site map if applicable. 
County/Counties Douglas County 

Latitude 39.400867 N 

Longitude 104.7659167 W 

Water Project Overview 
Please provide a summary of the proposed water project (200 words or less). Include a description of 
the project and what the CWP Grant funding will be used for specifically (e.g., studies, permitting process, 
construction). Provide a description of the water supply source to be utilized or the water body affected 
by the project, where applicable. Include details such as acres under irrigation, types of crops irrigated, 
number of residential and commercial taps, length of ditch improvements, length of pipe installed, and 
area of habitat improvements, where applicable. If this project addresses multiple purposes or spans 
multiple basins, please explain. 
The Applicant shall also provide, in Exhibit A, a detailed Statement of Work, Budget, Other Funding 
Sources/Amounts and Schedule. 

Project:  Walker Reservoir Construction 

This project is the construction of a 1,000 acre-foot reservoir located directly adjacent to Cherry Creek 
near Franktown, Colorado.  There is currently an abandoned gravel pit at this location which contains 
alluvial ground water fed by Cherry Creek.  The plan is to expand the volume of this gravel pit and seal 
the pit from Cherry Creek with a concrete slurry wall. 

The Walker Reservoir is part of the facilities required to develop a conjunctive use water supply project 
as described in the Cherry Creek Project Master Plan.  The CCPWA has decreed tributary water rights 
amounting to 1,265.9 acre-feet of water supply on Cherry Creek.  These water rights are senior and 
junior water rights with appropriation dates of 1885 to 1984.  This project is intended to maximize the 
development of these surface water supplies.  This project will allow for storage of up to 2,000 acre-
feet per year which is the decreed annual storage volume with fill and refill.  The project is to divert 
senior and junior surface water rights when they are in priority.  The annual yield of the project will be 
firmed by using deep ground water rights.  The deep groundwater utilized for firming each year as 
necessary, is a small percentage of the total decreed ground water of 7,699.1 acre-feet. 

Water will be diverted from Cherry Creek through an alluvial wellfield and pumped into the reservoir.  
The water in the reservoir will be used directly by the Pinery Water and Wastewater District through 
releases to Cherry Creek and then pumping the water into their water distribution system a short 
distance downstream using existing alluvial wells.  The other participants (Inverness Water and 
Sanitation District, the Arapahoe County Water and Wastewater Authority, and the Cottonwood Water 
and Sanitation District) will move the water downstream from Walker Reservoir during conditions where 
the stream is live either to points of diversion for direct use or may trade water for other sources such 
as WISE water.  The plan also considers moving the water via Cherry Creek to Rueter Hess Reservoir 
subject to the Parker Water and Sanitation District’s willingness to lease or sell diversion and storage 
capacity.  Storage in Rueter Hess would greatly expand the window of deliveries and hence would 
improve the participants’ capability to manage the water supply.     
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Measurable Results 
To catalog measurable results achieved with the CWP Grant funds, please provide any of the following 
values as applicable: 

1,000 acre-feet New Storage Created (acre-feet) 

1,296 acre-feet New Annual Water Supplies Developed or Conserved (acre-feet), 
Consumptive or Nonconsumptive 

 Existing Storage Preserved or Enhanced (acre-feet) 

 Length of Stream Restored or Protected (linear feet) 

 Efficiency Savings (indicate acre-feet/year  OR  dollars/year) 

 Area of Restored or Preserved Habitat (acres) 

 Quantity of Water Shared through Alternative Transfer Mechanisms  

 Number of Coloradans Impacted by Incorporating Water-Saving Actions 
into Land Use Planning 

 Number of Coloradans Impacted by Engagement Activity 

 Other Explain: 

 

Water Project Justification 
Provide a description of how this water project supports the goals of Colorado’s Water Plan, the most 
recent Statewide Water Supply Initiative, and the applicable Roundtable Basin Implementation Plan and 
Education Action Plan. The Applicant is required to reference specific needs, goals, themes, or Identified 
Projects and Processes (IPPs), including citations (e.g. document, chapters, sections, or page numbers). 
 
The proposed water project shall be evaluated based upon how well the proposal conforms to Colorado’s 
Water Plan Framework for State of Colorado Support for a Water Project (CWP, Section 9.4, pp. 9-43 to 
9-44;)  
This water supply is part of the plan of South Metro Water Supply Entities to replace the use of existing 
deep non-tributary ground water with renewable water supplies.  The development of this renewable 
water was part of the water supply gap as identified in the SWSI.  These replacement supplies were 
largely developed through the WISE Project with Inverness, the Pinery and Cottonwood participating in 
the WISE Project as members of the South Metro Water Supply Authority.  ACWWA developed 
replacement supplies through its ACWWA Flow Project which imports renewable water from the South 
Platte Basin north of Denver.  Both of these projects were IPP Projects identified in SWSI, and the 
WISE Project utilizes water from Aurora’s Prairie Waters Project, another IPP Project. 
While each of these entities has greatly reduced its reliance on non-tributary ground water, 
development of these local supplies will further reduce the use of non-tributary ground water and will 
provide storage for drought and protection from water supply variability predicted by climate change. 
Each of these participants has an adopted Water Conservation Plan, and has been successful in 
reducing its per capita use of water supply through the plans and better management of its water. 
Each of these entities also have substantial reuse of all of their water supplies which have been 
decreed for reuse.  These entities actually share water supplies on Cherry Creek through reuse which 
occurs 3 to 4 times over a distance of 12 miles. 
Finally, this project is consistent with the goals of the State Water Plan including the stated goal of 
developing additional water storage.  

https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cowaterplan
http://cwcb.state.co.us/WATER-MANAGEMENT/WATER-SUPPLY-PLANNING/Pages/SWSI2010.aspx
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cowaterplan/community-0
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cowaterplan/community-0
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