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  Message from our President — Vincent Capasso 

 
 
 
 

Cari Fratelli e Sorelle,  
 

 October is a very busy month as we are preparing to celebrate our Culture 
and Heritage. If you have not had the opportunity to visit the Shelter Rock Library 
on Searingtown Road, you still have a chance to see the fantastic display in the 
community room organized by our own member and chairperson LeeAnne 
Pallisco.  

 

 On September 23rd there was a presentation and book signing by our 
brother Alfonso Squillante who spoke about his journey in writing and publishing 
his book THE BREAD WE CARRIED. It is a tribute to his ancestors and other 
immigrants who left their country in hopes of making a better life in a new world. It 
is a very poignant and moving description of what those people went through and 
caused me to think of what my and Phyl’s dad went through coming here to 
America. Congratulations Alfonso on a splendid book. 

 

 On October 22nd another discussion will take place regarding Religion & 
Superstitions in the lives of Italians and Italian Americans. Guest speaker 
Salvatore Primeggia will be on hand at the Shelter Rock Library at 7pm. Please try 
to attend if you are free. 

 

  I continue to explore places to hold our officers’ meetings. When you read 
this, I will have looked at a space on Willis Avenue currently occupied by the 
Italian American Civic Association. The President is willing to consider letting us 
use it for our officers’ meetings. 

 

 October 3rd is the feast THANK YOU party at CGM. I’m looking forward to 
seeing all who helped make it a success. 

 

 REMEMBER that October the 11th is the L.I. Columbus Day Parade. This is 
the “Official Parade” our members should be attending. The Grand Lodge is 
looking for a large turnout from the individual lodges. It is once again held in Deer 
Park. Please do your best to attend and make a good showing for our lodge. Thank 
you in advance for your participation. 

 

 Attending the monthly meetings is your best way of staying current with the 
workings of the Lodge and the Order. It is your lodge and your participation is vital 
for it to continue. 

     Ricordate che siamo piu’ forti insieme 
      I migliori auguri a tutti 
 

      Vincent Capasso  

 

      President 2026-27 

CELLINI 
Lodge # 2206 

2026 

 

NYS OSDIA 
COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH 

AWARD 



2 

 

 
Council of Officers  2026-2027 

 

President                Vincent Capasso    (516) 746-4919 
        vinnycruiser@aol.com 
1st Vice President  Mary Michele Giudice  
2nd Vice President  Maria Irace 
Immediate Past President Joann Motola-Grossman 
Orator   James Prinzevalli 
Recording Secretary Carol Bertolotti 
Financial Secretary Gerard Spahn 
Treasurer  Michael Pietromonaco 
Corresponding Secretary Juliette Milazzo 

Trustees 
 

Principal Trustee—Chris Vitucci 
Denise Alfarone            John Benvin Stephen  Cannizzaro             
Phyllis Capasso                Valerie Hughes Barry Del Mastro       
 Lee Anne Pallisco   Thomas Tufano  
                                                                  

MASTER/Mistress of ceremonies 

JoAnne Duffy 

Sentinels 
 

                Joan Marchiselli                           Andrea Cellucci    

Past presidents 
 

Joseph Graziano*               Salvatore LoPinto*        Anthony Milazzo             
Anthony Persico*               Anthony D’Urso                 Jean Gagliardo* 
Natale C. Tedone*               Vincent M. Quatraro  Gina Ferrara Franchi 
James J. Terlizzi*                Michael J. Mele                Luigi Squillante 
Joseph Sciame               Angelo J. Ferrara        Vincent R. Illuzzi 
Joseph Lacalamita*             Jean DiPaolo*               Alfonso Squillante 
Joseph M. Dantone*            Kenneth J. Miller         Mark A. Ventimiglia 
Joseph Fulgenzi*               Joseph Rando                 Anthony Calabro 
Gene Morrone*               Anna Mulea*              Mary Modica 
Anthony Bellucci*               Grace Ferrara           Colleen Ferrara
 *Deceased           Joann Motola-Grossman 
 

National/State Past Pres. Joseph Sciame          (646) 704-1741 
NYS First Vice Pres. Luigi Squillante          (516) 456-2541 
NYS Financial Secretary Gina Ferrara Franchi      (516) 770-3439 
NYS Deputy  Alfonso Squillante          (516) 263-3990 
District Deputy  Joseph Gallo                   (516) 996-1218 
Good & Welfare  Phyllis Capasso          (516) 746-4919
   Grace Ferrara          (516) 328-3165 
Dues Chairperson  Grace Ferrara          (516) 328-3165 
Membership Chairperson JoAnne Duffy          (516) 361-1687 
 

Commissioners of arbitration 
  

Anthony Calabro    JoAnne Duffy                    Vincent Illuzzi             
Mary Modica    (Alternate -- Amanda Mulea)           Maria Wilson 

Chaplains           

Eric Spinner               Co-Chaplain 
Joseph Sciame, KGCHS                     Chaplain 
        (Knight Grand Cross of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem) 

Lodge historians 
                   

 Grace Ferrara                                          Joseph Sciame 

Delegates 
 

 Joann Motola-Grossman    Mary Modica        Anthony Calabro 
 Mark A. Ventimiglia             Alfonso Squillante        Vincent R. Illuzzi 
 Grace Ferrara                       Angelo Ferrara               Vincent Capasso 
 Mary Michele Giudice                                  James Prinzevalli 
 Alternates:   Chris Vitucci    Alison Vitucci                Phyllis Capasso 

                

Cellini newsletter staff 
 

Editors      Joseph Sciame            (646) 704-1741 
      Carol Bertolotti           (516) 742-2913 
                    cabert11@astound.net 
                     Amanda Mulea   
Advertising Editor     Vincent R. Illuzzi                          (718) 275-2407 
                villuzzion@gmail.com 

 

 
What’s in this issue . . . 

Cellini  Lodge  Mission  Statement 

We endeavor to keep alive Italian culture & heritage by inspiring 
members to participate in the Italian-American experience, by 
sharing traditions and stories through lodge and community 

events; and to be charitable in both educational and 
humanitarian causes for and beyond our members and 

community. 
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Cellini Lodge 2206    

General Meetings:  First Monday of Each Month—7:30 pm 

               Clinton G. Martin Recreation Center 
                New Hyde Park Road & Marcus Avenue 

            New Hyde Park, NY 11040 

Website: https://www.cellinilodgenhp.org 

Calendar of Events  2026 

Month  Day Event 

October 14 Wednesday Mah Jongg  7pm -- Office 

 20 Tuesday Italian Class  7pm -- Office 

 21 Wednesday Mah Jongg  7pm -- Office 

 23 Friday Card Night 6:30-9:30pm - Office 

 24 Saturday Halloween Sock Hop 

 26 Monday Foundation Meeting - 7:30 pm Office 

 27 Tuesday Italian Class  7pm -- Office 

 28 Wednesday Mah Jongg  7pm -- Office 

 29 Thursday Officers’ Meeting  7:30pm - Office 

November 2 Monday General Meeting 7:30pm 

 3 Tuesday Italian Class  7pm -- Office 

 4 Wednesday Mah Jongg  7pm -- Office 

 10 Tuesday Italian Class  7pm -- Office 

 11 Wednesday Mah Jongg  7pm -- Office 

 13 Friday Card Night 6:30-9:30pm - Office 

 14 Saturday Thanksgiving Dinner 

 17 Tuesday Italian Class  7pm -- Office 

 18 Wednesday Mah Jongg  7pm -- Office 

 24 Tuesday Italian Class  7pm -- Office 

 27 Friday Card Night 6:30-9:30pm - Office 

December 1 Tuesday Italian Class  7pm -- Office 

 2 Wednesday Mah Jongg  7pm -- Office 

 3 Thursday Officers’ Meeting  7:30pm - Office 

 7 Monday General Meeting 7:30pm 

 8 Tuesday Italian Class  7pm -- Office 

 9 Wednesday Mah Jongg  7pm -- Office 

 11 Friday Card Night 6:30-9:30pm - Office 

 12 Saturday Adult Christmas Party 

 15 Tuesday Italian Class  7pm -- Office 

 16 Wednesday Mah Jongg  7pm -- Office 

 18 Friday Card Night 6:30-9:30pm - Office 

 22 Tuesday Italian Class  7pm -- Office 

The Cellini Office 
6 Denton Avenue South 

New Hyde Park, NY  11040 

Calendar of Events  2026 

Month  Day Event 

August 3 Monday General Meeting 7:30pm 

 4 Tuesday Italian Class  7pm -- Office 

 5 Wednesday Mah Jongg  7pm -- Office 

 6 Thursday Feast Meeting - 7:30 pm -- Office 

 11 Tuesday Italian Class  7pm -- Office 

 12 Wednesday Mah Jongg  7pm -- Office 

 14 Friday Card Night 6:30-9:30pm - Office 

 26 - 30 Monday - 
Sunday 

Feast - Tully Park  
 

 28 Friday Card Night 6:30-9:30pm - Office 

    

    

September 3 Thursday Officers’ Meeting  7:30pm - Office 

 8 Tuesday General  Meeting 7:30pm 

 8 Tuesday Italian Class 7pm -- Office 

 9 Wednesday Mah Jongg  7pm -- Office 

 11 Friday Card Night 6:30-9:30pm - Office 

 15 Tuesday Italian Class  7pm -- Office 

 16 Wednesday Mah Jongg  7pm -- Office 

 18 Friday Murder Mystery Night 

 22 Tuesday Italian Class 7pm -- Office 

 23 Wednesday Mah Jongg  7pm -- Office 

 25 Friday Cellini 58th Anniversary Event 

 29 Tuesday Italian Class 7pm -- Office 

 30 Wednesday Mah Jongg  7pm -- Office 

October 1 Thursday Officers’ Meeting  7:30pm - Office 

 3 Saturday Italian Heritage Event 

 5 Monday General Meeting 7:30pm 

 6 Tuesday Italian Class  7pm -- Office 

 7 Wednesday Mah Jongg  7pm -- Office 

 9 Friday Card Night 6:30-9:30pm - Office 

 10 Saturday Columbus Day Parade - Deer Park 

 12 Monday Columbus Day Parade - NYC 

 13 Tuesday Italian Class  7pm -- Office 

-- Page 3 -- 
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announcements 

     Cellini Lodge 2206 
 

 

 

 

General Meetings:  First Monday of Each Month 

Clinton G. Martin Recreation Center 

New Hyde Park Road & Marcus Avenue 

Website:  https://cellinilodgenhp.org 

     Celebrate our Members — 
    OCTOBER Birthdays 

October 1 Anthony Giudice 
Maurizio Tallini 

 4 Ronald Marciano, Jr. 

 5 Linda Marino 

 7 Katherine Nerko 
Francine Werther 

 8 Joseph Emma 
Lisa Robinson 
Mike Sperendi 

 9 Christine Liu 
Leonora Munno 

 10 Patrick Marchiselli 

 13 Ralph Milillo 
Robert Valli, Jr. 

 16 Susan Mele 

 17 Filomena Sposito 

 19 Matthew Merolla 

 21 Aurora Glover 

 22 Peter Vratimos 

 24 Andrea Cellucci 

 25 Mark Cangemi 
Dominico Grosso 
Angela Prunella 

 26 Annette Vratimos 

 27 Jeffrey Zuzzolo 

 28 Vincenzo Crimeni 
Ronald Rando 

 29 Rosanne Spinner 
Lawrence Werther 

 30 Mary Carella 
John Ciampoli 

 31 Rosa Squillante 

Nys osdia and youtube  
 

All members are encouraged to 
 subscribe to the  

NYS OSDIA YOUTUBE link to view the  

cellini lodge 2206 installation  
& to view a Playlist of other  

nys osdia recordings. 

https://bit.ly/3debfQW 

Important Announcement 
From LeeAnne Pallisco 

 

Cellini Lodge News  
can now be seen in print in  

The New Hyde Park Herald Courier 
or 

Viewed online at: 
 https://theisland360.com 

Important Reminder 
 

The Cellini Directory 
 

Confidential document . . .  
Do not share — 

For Members Only! 

 

Deadline for November 2026 Cellini Newsletter 
Monday, October 26, 2026 

      Contact    Joe Sciame:  sciamej1913@gmail.com  or 
       Carol Bertolotti:   cabert@rcn.com 

For Advertisements: 
Vincent R. Illuzzi — villuzzion@gmail.com 

 

Total 2026 Membership  
As October 1, 2026 

 378 members    
322 paid    56 unpaid 

-- Page 4 -- 

http://www.theisland360.com
http://www.theisland360.com
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Our Recent Trip to Italy  . . . By Vinny Capasso 

On Wednesday September 9th Phyl and I left for Naples Italy. It was the starting point for our 2-week 
vacation to Bari and then back to Naples and Ischia to visit family. The weather was still very warm in 
Italy, but much milder in Amsterdam where our trip ended. The food in Italy is always very good, 
especially on the island of Ischia, where seafood is always fresh and plentiful. In Amsterdam we got to 
taste some traditional Dutch cuisine which was very different. Of course, Phyl was in French Fry 
Heaven as that is a staple food in Holland. Enclosed are some photos of family and some of the sites 
we visited. One memorable visit was to the ANNE FRANK House in Amsterdam. It was incredible to 
see and hear what she and her family endured for two years hiding from the Nazis and to experience 
the actual secret hiding place where they stayed for their safety, only to be ultimately reported by 
someone which led to Anne’s and her family’s death in a concentration camp.  

Entrance to the                                   Actual Address & House    
Anne Frank Museum                                                                                OUDE KERK, the oldest 
                                                                              Church in Amsterdam 

La Chiesa di San Nicola                                                    Welcome to Bari 

Fresh Pasta Making & Drying 
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                 Vinny’s Cousins                                                               Phyllis’ Cousins 
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    Let’s Say It In Italian . . . 
 Diciamolo In Italiano . . .  

Prepared by:   Vincent Illuzzi 

 

 
Alto-basso  tall-short   Grande-piccolo  big-small 
Buono-cattivo  good-bad   Felice-triste   happy-sad 
Caldo-freddo  hot-cold   Veloce-lento   fast-slow 
Chiaro-scuro  light- dark   Difficile-facile   difficult-easy 
Aperto-chiuso  open-closed   Vecchio-giovane  old- young 
Coraggioso-pauroso brave-afraid   Ricco-povero   rich-poor 
Pulito-sporco  clean-dirty   Largo-stretto   wide-narrow 
 
 
Piu/ormani  anymore   Salmone   salmon 
Qualsiasi cosa  anything   Tonno    tuna 
Chiunque  anyone    Sardina   sardine 
Qualcuno  anybody   Sgombro   mackerel 
Ovunque  anywhere   Merluzzo   cod 
Comunque  anyway    Trota    trout 
In Qualsiasi posto anyplace   Orata    sea bream 
Qualcos’altro  anything else   Spigola    sea bass 
Qualcun altro  anyone else   Pesci spada   swordfish 
       Acciuga   anchovie 
 
 
    Sciolto   melted 
    Arrosto   roasted 
    Bollito   boiled 
    Tritato   chopped 
    Grattugiato  grated 
    Croccante  crispy 

  

Lionottery  . . . 
 

 Join the Lionottery game.  The game is based on the Wednesday and Saturday New 
York State Lottery drawings.  Each person who wants to play picks six (6) numbers from 1 through 59.  
The game will continue until a person or persons have all of their numbers picked.  At that time, they will 
win or share the amount if there is more than one winner. 
 

The game is ten dollars ($10) to play and the bonus number is not used in our game. 
 

If interested in playing, contact Vinny Capasso at: 
 

        vinnycruiser@aol.com  or   (516) 746-4919 
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Cellini Lodge # 2206 Celebrates the Milestones these Individuals 
have achieved, and we Congratulate & Honor 

their years as Members of the Lodge 
during our Culture and Heritage Month 

 

50 years or more Membership: 
Joseph Sciame--58 years; Enzo Bifulco--54 years;  

Michael Sperendi--51 years, Anthony D’Urso--51 years. 
 

25 years or more Membership: 
Maria D’Urso--43 years; Hon. Thomas DiNapoli--43 years; Sal Antonacci--43 years; 

John Mancini--42 years; Michael Mele--42 years; Alberto Tallini--42 years;  
Angelo Ferrara--40 years; Gerard Merolla--39 years; Anna Antonacci--38 years;  

Barry Del Mastro--38 years; Maria D-Urso--38 years; Susan Mele--38 years;  
Carmela D’Urso--37 years; Grace Ferrara--37 years; Richard Nicolello--37 years;  
Teresa Tallini--37 years; Rina Capicotto-Lee--37 years; RobertLoPinto--37 years;  

John DiGioia--37 years; Carmella DeVardo--35 years; Frank Perillo--35 years; 
Michael Cappuccilli--35 years; Gina Franchi--34 years; Charles Cipolla--34 years; 

Gene Ferrara--34 years; Sal Lombardo--34 years; Joan Marchiselli--34 years; 
Mary Lou Rando--34 years; John Villanella--33 years; Janet Ringels--30 years; 

Marie LoPinto--30 years; Lea Brunetti--30 years; Gabriel Vitale--30 years;  
Richard DeMartino--30 years; Jonathan Kaiman--29 years; Robert Contento--29 years;  

Phyllis Capasso--28 years; Vincent Capasso--28 years; Grace DiScala--28 years;  
Ralph DiScala--28 years; Anthony Milazzo--28 years; Juliette Milazzo--28 years;  
Leonard Mancuso--28 years; Mary Demers--28 years; Margie Zapulla--28 years; 
Carmela D’Urso--28 years; Elena Musso--28 years; Nancy Alessandro--27 years; 
Rose Percio--27 years; August Randazzo--27 years; Ronald Randazzo--27 years; 
John Ciampoli--26 years; Linda Iadevaia--26 years; Maurizio Tallini--26 years; 

Robert Valli, Jr.--26 years; Michael Gioias--26 years; Vincent Fiorenti--26 years; 
Anita Mascioli--25 years; Gregory Spano--25 years. 

 

We are glad to have you as members of our Lodge for so long,  
and hope to see you at some of our meetings and events. 

 

Thank you for your continued support and membership 
in The Order Sons and Daughters of Italy 

In America Cellini Lodge #2206. 
 

       Fraternally, 
         

                   Vincent Capasso 

       Vincent Capasso, President 
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Learn About Italian Culture and Speak the Italian Language 

 

Are you interested in learning about Italian culture, exploring your heritage, 

playing games, and learning the Italian language?  

 

Join us for an exciting and enriching experience on Tuesday evenings! 

Space is limited, so please register with Lenny in advance. 

 

Contact: Lenny Mancuso @ 516.996.2569 

LennyMancuso450@gmail.com 

When:  Tuesdays at 7 PM 

Where:   Cellini Lodge office 
6 Denton Ave South 
New Hyde Park, NY 11040 

     

Mah Jongg! 
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Cellini Lodge Bowling League 
 
Do you like to Bowl?  Join the Cellini Lodge Bowling League. 

 

We are a Handicap (90%) Mixed League (Men & Women).   

 

We bowl on Wednesday nights - starting at 6:30 pm with 10-15 minutes of 

practice at: 

LUCKY STRIKE MINEOLA, 199 E. Jericho Tpke, Mineola, NY 11501 

   

The bowling season starts after Labor Day, on that  Wednesday  in September 

and continues through May of that year,  except holidays, for a total of 36 

weeks.  

 

The cost last season was $30.00 per bowler each night which covers payment 

for the lanes and funds placed into the monetary prize fund.  

 

We are not a "Money League".   We consider our league a "Fun League" and based on 

the final standings every bowler shares in the monetary prize money vs a money league 

which pays prize money only to the top teams according to the final standings. 

Anyone interested or would like more information, please contact: 

Joe Tabone, Chairman at 516.835.8467.  

Email: tabonespider@optonline.net 
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Cellini Lodge #2206 
Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America 

Presents 
ANNUAL HALLOWEEN SOCK HOP 

Featuring the Acchords (www.theacchords.com) 
Saturday, October 24th, 2026 6:00pm to 10:00pm  

At 
Clinton G. Martin Park Recreation Center 

1601 Marcus Ave. New Hyde Park, NY 11042. 
 

Admission is $55.00 per person includes buffet 
dinner, water, soda, dessert, fun and dancing. 

We will also have raffles and a 50/50. 
Costumes optional!!! 

For information, please contact 
Anthony Calabro – (516) 640-8057 (acc232712@aol.com)  

SPACE LIMITED RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 
Please make checks payable to the Cellini Lodge 

Please mail checks to: 
Anthony Calabro 
127 Second Street 

New Hyde Park, N.Y. 11040 
Please list the guest that you would like to be seated with!  

 

http://www.theacchords.com/
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UPCOMING CELEBRATION AT ST. PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL 
By Lenny  Mancuso 

 Our friends from the Capitolo Sellaro in Palermo sent me this flyer to save the date for 
an event at St Patrick’s Cathedral followed by a concert.  The lodge leaders will be 

coming to NYC for this Mass and other events. 

I was advised by my contact and organizer in Italy that a section of St. Patrick’s Cathedral will be 
reserved for the “CELEBRATION OF FAITH, REMEMBRANCE & FRIENDSHIP” mass that is 
planned by several Italian business associations for members of the Italian American community. 
 
The mass will honor the victims of 9/11, FDNY and First Responders.  Following the Holy Mass a 
concert will follow featuring Raffaello Bellavista, pianist and singer. 
 
To reserve a seat for you and your guests, please RSVP as soon as possible so that seats can be saved 
for you.  Please note that since the attached flyer was prepared, the time of the mass has been 
confirmed -- it is 2 pm. 
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Cellini Lodge #2206 
Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America 

 

Presents 

 
Religion & Superstition in the Lives of Italians  

and Italian Americans 
 

By Salvatore Primeggia 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
October 22, 2026 

7pm 
Shelter Rock Library 

165 Searingtown Road 
Albertson, NY  11507 

 
 
 

                              Seating is limited 
For reservations call/text 

Lee Anne Pallisco 
516-302-5206 
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Garibaldi-Meucci Museum  

Honors 

Joseph Sciame  
on 

November 7, 2026 
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Reservation Form 
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CONTACT  

Vincent Illuzzi  FOR  advertising 
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Dominick’s Italian & American Delicatessen 

Bella Calabria Farms Inc. 

Produce · Deli · Grocery · Dairy 

Superior Catering 

All cooking prepared for you in our own kitchen. 

401 Herricks Rd., New Hyde Park, NY 11040 

(516) 746-2116 · Dominick 

Revised 10-2026 

 

 
 
 

JOSEPH  SCIAME 

 
 

National Past President 
          Supreme Lodge 

Order Sons of Italy in America 
 

6 Jones St.  
New Hyde Park, NY 11040     

Phone:  1-646-704-1741 
E-Mail: sciamej1913@gmail.com 

 Comforting families since 1924 
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