Rail-Grid Collaborative NEWS
October 29, 2025   For more information, see Rail-Grid.org or Contact us. 
RGC explores the potential for commercial innovation, environmental sustainability, and public benefit based on the sharing of ideas and information about the future of the rail and power networks. Workshops – Conferences – Federal & State Engagement -- Industry Intelligence -- Regulatory Interventions & Comment -- Policy Maker Briefings – Studies and Analysis – Commercial Negotiations and Support
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Regulatory and Policy Engagement
· Presentation on Rail and Transportation as Part of Grid Development, ACORE Macrogrid Initiative, Nov. 18
· Commentary on potential for motive power electrification, digitalization of rail yard and other operations, and ROW availability as transmission corridors.
· Outreach re the current flurry of concern about the surge in power demand and the options for expanding the existing grid’s capacity (e.g., DLR, reconductoring) and ensuring reliability, and accelerating the pace of transmission development, siting and permitting, and interregional grid planning and creative cost allocation.
· Monitoring FERC EL25-105 (MISO MVP LRTP Tranche 2.1 five states’ complaint case) and considering involvement in support of transmission expansion.
· Tracking Order 1920 implementation and its implications for grid expansion. Will siting and permitting reform or existing ROWs enter the mix?

Federal and State Advocacy
· Presentation to National Governors Association meeting on transmission, Nov. 4
· Assessing the gap analysis and data appendices of PNNL and Volpe Center regarding the potential for co-location of electric transmission along railroad ROWs.
· Follow-up on previous requests to the Administration for FRA and STB to endorse rail and other transportation ROWs as an integral part of transmission planning.
· Advising congressional staff on transmission and rail policy integration. For example, engaging in legislative discussions on bills such as the Battery and Regenerative 	Braking (BRB) Act, Forging Ahead on Rail Electrification (FARE) Act, SAFE CROSS 	Act, and the Rail and Highway Transmission Planning Act.
· Continued collaboration on shared use of highway and other existing ROWs.
· Monitor development of state rail plans for possible inclusion of electrification policies. 

[image: A black and white logo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Rail Work & Activities, as of October 29	
Studies and Transactions
· Following the industry reactions to Union Pacific’s acquisition of Norfolk Southern; implications for competition, coast to coast linked services, impact on supply chains, operations, interoperability, etc.
· Analysis of the University of Texas [FRA] study of freight electrification via catenary and battery technologies; implications for potential electrification, or additional analyses of next steps; determine potential for expansion of this and other studies.
· Industry association opposition to electrification (Association of American Railroads (AAR)) stimulates a conversation about the future of transportation decarbonization, the cost of changing fuels, interoperability, preserving industry returns, and what innovation by freight railroads will or will not look like in the future.
Forums and Outreach
· Active participation in planning National Academy of Sciences forums on transmission’s use of rail and highway ROWs, with ongoing collaboration with national labs (LBNL, PNNL, NREL).
· Engagement with Southern California Edison on a rail electrification test project " "in San Bernardino County"
· Outreach through articles, blogs, and presentations in industry publications and advisory committees.  See, www.Rail-Grid.org (Resources)
· Collaboration with the Advanced Freight Partner Group and the Electrification Coalition, to elevate rail’s profile in supply chain modernization.
Noteworthy Trade Press & other Coverage
(TBD, See also https://Rail-Grid.org)
Proposals for Partnership and Support
RGC seeks to expand its impact through strategic partnerships with federal agencies, academic institutions, industry stakeholders, and advocacy organizations. Potential collaborators are invited to:
· Discussing potential study or workshop topics: rail and energy drivers for rural economic development; relieving ports from transportation inadequacies or congestion; electrification of short lines, transportation for mining operations, or discreet short lines in Alaska and Quebec; public benefits from rail expansion, AI applications, transmission development using rail, the sustainability of the 150-year-old railroad business model.
· Join upcoming calls and member meetings to get acquainted with RGC’s mission and activities.
· Participate in the inaugural workshop to shape collaborative research and policy initiatives.
· Contribute expertise, resources, or funding to support ongoing studies and demonstration projects.
· Engage in advocacy efforts at FERC, FRA, DOE and Congress to promote legislative and regulatory changes favoring electric transmission expansion, electrification of rail yards and operations.
Next Steps and Timeline
	Event
	Date

	Topical Town Hall – Members & Prospects
	November 2025 (TBD)

	Friday team meetings -- invitation
	November 2025

	Inaugural Planning Workshop
	December 2025



RGC invites interested parties to engage in these activities and help shape the future of electrified rail, grid expansion, and transmission co-location in the United States.

YOUR THOUGHTS AND INPUT ARE WELCOME AT HTTPS://WWW.RAIL-GRID.ORG or 
202-549-0584	
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